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In the shining path of struggles and sacrifices 

Women Martyrs 
 
 
Naxalbari Martyrs 
 
Women were mobilized in the Naxalbari (West Bengal) struggle. They attended village 
meetings and remained in the van of the demonstrations. Very often entire families joined the 
movement. Women confronted the police when the male activists went into hiding; they kept 
contact with the activists, while doing household work and looking after the field. Some young 
activists who learnt to use arms chased away the anti socials that molested women. There 
grew up a nucleus of militants. 
 
 After the murder of Wangdi, the male activists took shelter in the forests; the women activists 
tried to organise a meeting on 25th May 1967 at Prasadjote. The police fired on the 
demonstration, killing seven women. Dhaneshwari Singh, Sanamati Singh, Pulmati Singh, 
Surabala Barman who were killed in police firing came from the Rajbansi Community. 
Dhaneshwari Singh was literate and became a leading activist and went to distant villages for 
campaigning. Naganeshwari Mallick who was born in a Dhamal Community in 1944 married a 
refugee schoolteacher from East Pakistan. She worked hard as a sharecropper and collected 
wood from the forests. Nayan was killed along with her child who was tied to her back. 
Samsai Saibani, a brave tribal girl was one of the leading organizers of the demonstration. 
These were the first (women) martyrs of the Naxalbari struggle. 
 
Comrade Panchadi Nirmala 
Martyrdom : 22-12-1969 
"Mother  Goddesses are worshipped  
Mythical heroines remembered  
Jhansi Lakshmibai is given tearful tributes 
Sarojini Devi gets garlands and praises 
Yet, the name of Panchadi Nirmala gives them tremors"  
wrote Mahakavi Sri Sri. Such was the legend of Nirmala. The fearless commander who filled 
the class enemies with fear!  

The name of Nirmala at once symbolized the role of women in the 
revolutionary movement and still remains a name which can mobilize the 
younger generations into the struggle for Socialism and Communism. It is one 
name which can really be said to have become a household name since the 
70s in Andhra Pradesh. 
Comrade Nirmala was born in a poor peasant family in the village of Kavali of 
Palakonda taluq, Srikakulam dt. As was the norm in those days she married at 
an young age. Her husband Comrade Panchadi Krishnamurti worked in the 

CPI and then in CPI (M). When CPM also chose to get bogged down in the parliamentary pig 
sty, revolutionaries came out of the party with the determination to carry on the armed 
struggle. Krishnamurthy was one of them. Later he became a leader of the Srikakulam 
movement and guided it. As his wife, she proved to be a companion par excellence. With a 
little bit of help from him, she got educated and enormously improved her political 
understanding. She did not stop at that and implemented in practice whatever she learnt. In 
our society it is still thought that a woman should serve her family and not take part in political 
activities. It was even more so then.  
After their family settled in Boddapadu village, she immediately mingled with the local peasant 
women and they were inspired by her presence. She used to move around the village to 
enlighten the common folk not only of class politics, but also of various facets of social life 
including healthcare. Since Krishnamurthy had the responsibility of coordinating the whole 
movement, he could not stay for a long time in Boddapadu. Nirmala took it in her stride and 
dedicated herself to the task of mobilizing the plain area people. The peasant women of the 
area really got attached to her. Nirmala joined the 'Tegimpu Sangam' (Daring Oraganization) 
formed by Com. Tamada Ganapathy in Boddapadu village. The young men and women 
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members of this sangam did physical exercises to improve their physique and also learnt how 
to resist the enemy. Nirmala took such training too.  
She played a central role when fighting a local land lord, an established enemy of the people. 
Under the leadership of the 'Tegimpu Sangam' women fought against the atrocities on them 
and also against the exploitation of usurers and liquour traders.  
When the call for the struggle for the liberation of peasants was given, she immediately joined 
it, with a baby on her shoulder. One day, when they were approaching their camp on a hill, 
the baby began to cry. Panchadi Krishnamurti indicated that the noise emenating from the 
child would help the enemy to locate the whereabouts of the squad. She had to try hard to 
pacify the baby. Later he explained to her how the Vietnamese women joined in the struggle 
leaving their children. Niramla, who was apprehensive of being discharged from the squad 
was highly relieved. She sent her child to her relatives the very next day. The feudal 
patriarchal society puts the responsibility of child rearing solely on the mother. But Nirmala 
shattered those role models to fulfill her due role in the transformation of the society.  
Even as her life was inseparably getting entwined with the revolutionary movement, 
Krishnamurthy was killed by the police in an encounter. Nirmala was completely shaken and 
enraged on hearing about the martyrdom of Comrade Krishnamurti. She was advised and 
requested by the party, to be with her children for a while. But her husband’s glorious 
martyrdom gave her a new awareness and inspiration. She could not stay back. Leaving her 
children, she immediately joined the squad. Within a few days she became the commander of 
the squad. 
Under her leadership many heroic struggles erupted within a few days. Maddi Kamesh was a 
notorious and cruel landlord of Garudabhadra village in Uddanam area. He occupied the 
lands of the people illegally and perpetuated atrocities on those who opposed him. Nirmala 
attacked his house with 150 people. They annihilated him and distributed his property and all 
agricultural produce among the poor peasants. 
Sara Appanna was a big landlord in Banjari Yuvarajapuram in Tekkali Tehsil. He was an 
usurer who exploited people cruelly. The Sangam members who opposed him were put in jail 
and their families were harassed. 200 people under the leadership of Nirmala annihilated him 
and distributed his property among the poor peasants. All loan deeds were burnt. The loan 
deeds were crucial in exploiting the peasantry. That is why the peasants had expressed their 
hatred by burning them. Many struggles against the sahukars and landlords took place under 
the leadership of Nirmala. 
In Akkupalli village of Uddanam area, the landlord and usurer Bhuchander Rao was 
annihilated by 200 people under the leadership of Nirmala and his property was distributed. 
Nirmala wrote on the walls 'Long live revolution' with his blood and once again proved that 
nobody could stop the juggernaut of people's fury.  
A landlord of Bathupuram in Uddanam area exploited people with liquor trade and usury. He 
used to give very less coolie rates to the labourers working in his fields. He perpetuated 
sexual atrocities on women and tortured those who questioned him. Four to five hundred 
people mobilized under the leadership of Nirmala and annihilated him. His lands and property 
were seized by the people and loan deeds were all burnt. 
When private bus owners behaved obscenely with women, Nirmala stopped the buses and 
made them apologize to the women. Many more actions took place under her. In all these 
struggles she mobilized the support of the people and ensured their participation. After every 
action she gave speeches to the people explaining the motive behind it. Due to this people 
could own the actions done by the sangam. From this we can understand the relationship 
between the sangam and the people and the way it strived to increase the participation of the 
people. 
It was Nirmala everywhere. Her name inspired many oppressed people to join the squads. 
Poor peasant women also joined the squads in large numbers. The police gangs could not 
contain the initiative of her squads. So poor peasant women joined the squads in 
considerable numbers.  
The people almost worshipped her. But the landlords were in shivers. She looked like the 
incarnation of death for them. Incidents were reported where landlords and their family 
members shrieked and fell down from their beds at night time dreaming of her. But the 
peasants were too happy. 
The police went mad at the very mention of her name and tried to capture her by hounding 
her squad. They wanted to kill her at any cost.  
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On December 22, 1969, the squad had stopped in a village while on their way to a party 
conference. They were travelling from plain areas to the forest area. In the hills of 
Rangametia, the police surrounded Comrades Nirmala, Ankamma, Saraswati along with 
comrades Panigrahi, Ramesh Chandra Sahu, Tamada Chinababu and shot them after 
seriously torturing them. An informer had informed the police about their whereabouts. After 
conducting post-mortem on their bodies, the police threw their bodies on the road and 
showed the world how degenerated they can be. 
Comrade Nirmala stayed undaunted when she was tortured by the enemy. Her courage, 
valour, her initiative and sagacity in the liberation struggle stands an example not only for the 
women of Andhra, but of India. All the women comrades who join the revolution since then 
look up to her for inspiration and each one of them considers herself a revolutionary heir of 
Nirmala. Nirmala is the most common name taken by women comrades who join the 
revolutionary movement. Many revolutionary couples and sympathizers named their 
daughters after her. Such is the legend of Com. Panchadi Nirmala. Whether it was in leading 
the party, army or mass organizations, in ensuring people's participation, in leaving behind 
her children, continuing the work of her husband even after his martyrdom with great 
determination or in facing the enemy torture Nirmala had set the highest standards for all 
communists to follow and especially for the women comrades. The name of Nirmala would 
live forever in the hearts of the oppressed and expoited people of India.  
 
Comrade Dunna Ankamma 
Martyrdom : 22-12-1969 
Comrade Gorakala Ankamma was a woman activist from Rajam of Tekkali taluq, Srikakulam 
dt. She was born in the 50s in a poor peasant family. Even at an early age of eighteen, her 
every word and activity reflected her anger at landlords and moneybags. With her keen 
observation, she understood about the exploitation of the landlords and the usurers and had 
joined the 'Tegimpu Sangam' at a young age. She undertook all kinds of rigourous training in 
the sangam. She understood that she could get real freedom only by fighting for it. She was 
totally inspired by the clarion call of liberation struggle of the peasants. She joined the armed 
squad under the leadership of Nirmala. 
Garudabhadra was a place where a human beast named Maddi Kamesh was ruling the roost. 
She became a member of the women squad which specifically went there to organize the 
people against the said villain. The landlord’s henchmen tried to resist the entry of the squad 
with goondaism. And in repelling them, Ankamma along with Nirmala played a key role. They 
could teach him the first lesson of his life. She also participated in the actions on Sara 
Appanna, on the land lord of Bathupuram and in the struggle against private bus owners. She 
was part of all the brave actions of the Sangam. 
Comrade Ankamma was very conscious in exhibiting and directing her initiative and anger 
against class enemy. She was very active in the liberation struggle. Even when they were 
hounded by the police she never wavered or looked back. In the Rangametia incident 
Ankamma was killed by the police on December 22, 1969. Her life and death created a niche 
for her in the revolutionary struggle. Ankamma opened a fresh ground in revolutionary 
struggle. She was an exemplary comrade. 
 
Comrade Telakala Saraswati 
Martyrdom : 22-12-1969 
Comrade Telakala Saraswati was a young woman born in a poor peasant family. Her parents 
died when she was young. She had an elder sister. At first her sister was attracted towards 
the activities of the 'Tegimpu Sangam' and joined it. With her inspiration Saraswathi also 
joined it. Both of them worked together. As a result they had to face the threats of the land 
lord. Due to this, she and her sister started to live in the office premises of the organisation. 
After some days her sister left the movement and went back home. But Saraswathi stood 
firm. She realized that she has to work more firmly in the Sangam if she has to face the land 
lords who threaten her. Within a few days she joined the armed squad. She was active in the 
actions on Maddi Kamesh, Sara Appanna, Bathupuram land lord and in seizing their 
properties. She was also part of the struggle against the private bus owners. In this manner 
she was active in all the struggles led by Nirmala.  
She never looked back even when their squads were hounded by the police. She was caught 
along with Comrade Nirmala and others on December 22, 1969. She stood like a firm rock 
even when the enemy tortured her. She was a valorous lady, who defied every form of torture 
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and died a proud death. She was hardly 19 years old at the time of her death. Her exemplary 
life  etched a place for her in the hearts of woman activists and poor peasants along with 
Comrade Nirmala. Her life is a model to emulate.  
 
Some more people's heroines who laid down their lives in the Srikakulam movement 
The name 'encounter' assumed notoreity during the Srikakulam movement. Many 
revolutionaries, sympathizers and ordinary people were killed in cold blood by the police and 
then they released the story that they were killed in an 'encounter' with the police. It has 
become such a common refrain of the police and now the verb 'encountered' had become a 
synonym for brutal killing by the police. Still the Andhra Pradesh police follow this shameless, 
heinous way of eliminating revolutionaries. The women mentioned below were murdered by 
the police in these so called 'encounters'. 
Com. Kadraka Purna: The police caught and killed Purna at Joradiguda on June 5, 1969 at 
2.30 a.m. 
Com. Savara Sukku: Sukku was caught by the police in Antikonda village of Palakonda 
Taluq on August 5, 1969 with some more comrades and was killed in a forest. 
Com. Arika Jayamma: Jayamma was caught by the police with three more comrades on 
December 11, 1969 near Bodamanuguda and was killed in the Chaparayaguda hills. 
Com. Biddika Chandramma: On December 18, 1969 Chandramma was caught when she 
was going to the hills with her six month old baby in the hills of Kakili and both the mother and 
child were killed cruelly with bayonets. 
Com. Biddika Selja: Selja was caught by the police on December 18, 1969 in Chintalakoridi 
hills and shot dead. 
Com. Biddika Selaka: Selaka was caught by the police on December 18, 1969 in 
Chintalakoridi hills and shot dead. 
Com. Korangi Sundari: Sundari was caught near Gadidasai of Palakonda Taluq on 
December 21, 1969, tortured and shot dead. 
 
Comrade Payasam Lakshmi Devi 
Martyrdom : 
Comrade Payasam Lakshmi Devi was from Payasam Rangareddipalle of Kurnool District. 
From 1955 onwards she was living in Chandan – Tadipatri taluq of Anantapuram district. She 
was an agriculture labourer. She was an activist of the CPI. She readily fulfilled all tasks given 
by the party . In all the struggles between peasants and Landlords she was present on the 
forefront with ‘chilli powder mixed with water’. She lived a labourer’s life. She was affectionate 
like a mother to party workers. She was enrolled into party and she was active in the 
peasant’s organisation; she was as important and active in the organisation as Comrade 
Ramappa. 
In 1964 when the split came in CPI, Comrades Ramappa, Lakshmi Devi and in fact the whole 
committee of the village Chandana joined CPI (M). In the wake of Naxlalbari Spring Thunder 
the revolutionaries throughout India opted the path of Naxalbari, and were getting organised 
every where. At that juncture Lakshmi Devi joined the revolutionaries under the leadership of 
B.C.Ramappa. 
On the call of the party, Comrade Lakshmi Devi went underground. But the same year, her 
health deteriorated due to anaemia and she died. 
Lakshmi Devi’s life is a proud chapter in the history of revolutionary movement of India. She 
was absolutely poor; her faith in party and the people was unparalleled. Her total dedication 
and revolutionary zeal are an everlasting inspiration to all women comrades. 
 
Comrade Bommareddy Snehalatha 
Martyrdom : ..-..-1975                                                   
                                                                                                   

             Comrade Snehalata was from the village Telaprolu of Krishna district, 
AP. She was born in a rich peasant family.  Her educational qualifications were 
M.A., B.Ed, B.L. She later joined as a teacher in a boy’s convent (Eluru). But 
she was unhappy with the condition of the women who were bound to the 
kitchen as a child producing machines, and slaves to the patriarchal bigotry. 
These roles imposed on woman agitated her. She wrote many short stories and 

short poems about this shameless and inhuman attitude of the society and state. All her 
stories revolve round the discrimination faced by women and social violence of all sorts on 
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them. At that time of her life, Marxism was introduced to her. She realized that women's 
emancipation would be really possible through social revolution. She plunged into 
revolutionary activity. When she was 25, she joined a peasant guerilla squad in 1973. She 
was simultaneously a teacher to her squad members. They used to respect her and love her. 
She was involved in armed actions of her squad on landlords and state. In Manukota area of 
Warangal dt where her squad worked. She mingled with the people. She used to study the life 
at large of the ordinary people and guide them. She was educated them, ate with them 
whatever they gave her, resting at all and sundry places like village chavadis (meeting 
places), rice fields, hill tracts etc., sometimes missing the meals too. She withstood the hard 
life of a guerilla.  
                   One day, the squad was taking shelter in a jowar field, in Manukota of Warangal 
dt. Suddenly 40-50 police surrounded the area. The commander of the squad gave orders to 
the effect that everybody of the squad should escape leaving 2 members to join him in stalling 
the police. A police havaldar and two other constables fell due to firing of the guerillas. The 
police started firing from all sides indiscriminately. The commander was shooting at police 
continuously, so that the remaining members of the squad may escape. And suddenly one 
bullet from the enemy pierced through the thigh of Snehalata. Meanwhile the magazines in 
the rifles of the comrades became empty. Police caught them and an atrocious torture 
session began. They were tied to the trees. They were tortured continuously for two hours. 
But in spite of all their brutal and inhuman tortures, the police could not extract even an iota of 
information from the comrades. Unarmed, tied to the tree, they were killed by the police. The 
leaves of the jowar plants were wet with their blood and looked like red flags. Snehalata, 
fighting with the enemy, became immortal through her death. She shines like a red star on the 
sky inspiring the women. 
 
This took place during the emergency period in 1975. Along with Nirmala, Snehalatha 
became another legendary figure of the Naxalbari generation. Many named their daughters 
as Snehalatha. She inspired many generations of women students to become revolutionaries 
as she herself was a briliiant scholar but left her life for the people. Her intelligent eyes and 
the serene but determined expression in them is an image which caught the imagination of 
scores of activists who jumped into the movement, even amidst severe repression during 
emergency.  
 
Comrade Kunchapu Nagalakshmi 
Martyrdom : 31-01-1979 
 
             It was the village Panditapuram, Illendu taluq, Khammam district in AP. The peasants 
of the village were preparing to wage struggle against the feudal exploitation and atrocities of 
landlords. They went on strike and wage rates increased. In that village there was a land of 
100 acres- of ‘sikham’ land i.e. the bed of the tank. For so many years, it was occupied by the 
village land lords. They were reaping the fruits. The peasant organization and radical youth 
organization decided that the land should belong to peasants and agriculture labourers. The 
landlords without cognizing the resolve of the organizations had grown ‘black grams’ on the 
land. Following the village Sangam resolution all the poor peasantry seized the entire crop. 
The landlords brought the police on 31-1-79 and sent them to attack the peasants. The police 
having been sufficiently fed by the land lords searched all the houses and collected the entire 
crop. They pounced on the peasants and agricultural laborers, beating them indiscriminately. 
They terrorized the people. The village peasant organization and radical youth league 
organized a procession condemning the police action. They were marching peacefully. 
Suddenly the police came from behind and started firing without any warning. In those firings 
Comrades Kunchapu Nagalakshmi and Vatti Lalayya were killed; four people were seriously 
injured. 
           But the people were not discouraged by this event. Two things became clear once 
more: 1. the state government of Chennareddy day in and day out was declaring that the 
government was bound to the cause of weaker sections of the people, but was actually 
supporting the landlords; 2. the sacrifices made by comrade Nagalakshmi and comrade 
Lalayya were not in vain; immediately, North Telangana districts erupted like volcanoes of 
revolutionary struggles.    
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Comrade Lotha Rajeswari 
Martyrdom : 03-09-1985 
 
    The women in this country are not simply slaves, kitchen bound animals, child bearing 
machines, bedroom nymphs, but are Jhansis, Ailammas, Nirmalas and Snehalathas. This has 
been proved time and again in the history of revolutionary movement. The ever extending 
revolutionary movement also assertively proved that women are concurrently working on par 
with their male counterparts in the struggle. Comrade Lotha Rajeswari (Jyothi) is one of them. 
On the evening of the 3rd September 1985 the Korukonda squad was walking through the 
forest. By the time they got tired, they were reaching the village of Boorugupakala. On seeing 
the squad Adivasis became excited and happy. They gathered around the squad.The 
revolutionary guerilla squad forgot their fatigue because of the love and affection shown to 
them after formalities. A meeting was arranged in the village for solving a problem of the 
people. At the end of the meeting, the squad performed cultural items. The meeting and the 
performances lasted till midnight. With a new enthusiasm in their hearts, the Adivasis returned 
to their huts. The squad also rested in a hut. The moon was shining with white brilliance on 
the huts of Boorugupakala. The Adivasis were in deep slumber. And the squad was equally 
restful. In the morning wee hours, on the information of a traitor called Gabbilam Sanjiv Rao, 
40 to 50 policemen came to the village, surrounded the huts and caught five of the comrades. 
The remaining four comrades escaped. All the five arrested comrades were bound to the 
trees and shot at point blank range. Comrade Rajeswari was one of the five martyrs. 
       Rajeswari was 17 just years old when she died. She was from Galikonda village of 
Chintapalli taluq, Visakha district. She belonged to a Bagatha family, which is one of the 
backward Adivasi tribes. At that time the atrocities on the adivasis were going on a large 
scale. As she grew up, the struggles of people under the leadership of People's War party 
had started in that area. These struggles increased her revolutionary consciousness. She 
enhanced her understanding about the exploitation of adivasis and about patriarchy. She 
realized that armed struggle against the exploiters is the only way to end their troubles. 
Her village was under CPI influence by then. Her father left CPI and joined People's War. 
Rajeswari also hated the revisionist politics and so chose to join the PW party.  
 
 On 4th January 1985 she took up the weapon for revolution and became a member of 
Korukonda squad. She was one of the first few women who got recruited into the East 
Division squads. It was not a small decision for a woman of a backward tribe with patriarchal 
norms to work in an all-men squad. It was the confidence the squad comrades could give her 
which helped her make such a firm decision. When her parents said, “You cannot withstand 
the difficulties that guerillas are facing in this tender age. You can join the squad later,” she 
replied “When the brothers and sisters who have come from the plains are taking pains for 
our betterment, how is it difficult for us, born and brought up in the forest?” With that kind of 
the determination, Jyothi came forward to play her role. Then onwards she was known to the 
people as Jyothi.  
 
Among the adivasis there, women were not allowed to go for hunting. Women were not even 
allowed to touch the bow used for hunting. From such a background Jyothi came forward to 
wield the gun.   
 
She surprised her squad colleagues by learning to read within a short span of time. Adivasi 
women, dragged down by backwardness, superstitions and conventions were educated by 
Jyothi through her songs. She effectively conveyed the revolutionary politics to the Adivasis in 
their native language and became very dear to the people. As a member of the squad Jyothi 
organised people into many local struggles. She had wonderful initiative. The people loved 
her. Women were especially inspired by the fact that one of their girls could develop politically 
and teach them so many things. They gained the confidence that they too can work like her 
by joining the squads. After some time, she married the leader of the squad in the presence of 
the Adivasis. This was also a big step for an adivasi girl as there were many kinds of 
restrictions on women choosing their partners in that society. Jyothi took a revolutionary step 
by choosing to marry a non-adivasi comrade.  
    
 In the Manyam area where Jyoti worked, Alluri Sitarama Raju and adivasis under his 
leadership fought against the British. At that time, an Adivasi woman named Ratthi was 



 7

caught, tortured and killed in Eddumamidi village. The killers were the British. The present 
day Indian rulers also heinously killed Comrade Rajeswari. NTR had bellowed dialogues that 
naxalites were the real patriots and came to power but immediately he began killing 
revolutionaries in such fake encounters. Between then and now only the rulers changed. But 
exploitation continues. The problems of the people are addressed with guns then and now 
also. Jyothi who worked for women's liberation was killed in cold blood with four other 
comrades. This was the first 'encounter' in Manyam where there was loss of lives of guerillas. 
Jyothi became the first woman martyr, that too an adivasi woman martyr of Manyam. Though 
Jyothi is no more, her name inspired many women to join the revolution from the forests and 
the plains too. Comrade Jyothi has written with her blood that liberation of women is possible 
only through New Democratic Revolution. Let us carry this message to all women. 
 
Comrade Lachakka 
Martyrdom : 28-05-1986 
 
         It is no exaggeration to say that there is not even a single village in Karimnagar district 
of AP which was not raided by police since 1985. This was the a result after NTR Government 
brought CRPF and estabished hundreds of police camps to suppress the peasant struggles in 
Telangana districts. On the night of 28th May 1986 police reached Vallempalli of Metpalli 
Taluq and raided the house of Comrade Gangaram, the leader of the sangam. Later the 
police began shooting indiscriminately and Gangaram’s sister Lachakkka aged 13 became a 
victim of the firings. This brutal murder is part of the war against the people, jointly 
perpetrated by the police and feudal goons. Let us offer Red salutes to the Lachakka, who 
lost her life at a tender age in the class war.   
                                                       
Comrade Kursam Chinnakka (Rajakka) 
Martyrdom : 04-03-1989 
 

Born in a poor peasant family in village Dulapuram of Venkatapuram Tehsil in 
Khammam district of Andhra Pradesh, Chinnakka was the first woman from 
the tribal community Koya (Dorla tribe) to join the guerrilla squad. In spite of 
labouring day and night in the fields, there was not enough to eat. So she 
worked along with her husband as a daily wage labourer. The non-tribal King 
residing in Wajed ruined the farmers of that region. He took possession of all 
the land of the tribals in the name of repayment of debt illegally and the 
helpless farmers had to become labourers under the same exploiter to satiate 

their hunger. Seeing all this, the patience of Chinnakka reached its limit. 
 
Influenced with the struggles waged by the squad of People’s War Party in that area, 
Chinnakka became a member of the women's organization in the village. With the demand to 
raise the wages for the work of sowing, she mobilized all the women and led the struggle 
against the landlords of Wajed. She secretly provided food and water to the squads so that 
the landlords would not get any clue about the whereabouts of the squad. Influenced by 
revolutionary politics of the guerrillas, she joined the squad and chose to join her husband 
who had already devoted himself to the revolution. According to the needs of the party, she 
was transferred to the Madded squad and left a deep impression in the hearts of the people of 
Bastar. Chinnakka contributed in mobilizing women in the struggles to put a stop to the 
plunder by the foresters and moneylenders and also to raise the wages for plucking tendu 
leaves. Chinnakka was expert in imbuing the women with revolutionary politics in their mother 
tongue through songs and dances. Due to illness, she went back home and began looking 
after her children. The police arrested and sent her to jail. After getting released on 
conditional bail from Venkatapuram sub-jail, she joined the squad and took oath not to leave 
the party till her last breath. She once again became the member of Madded squad. 
 
The sarpanch of Sankanpalli village Dubba Kannayya was a leader of the Congress Party 
and he used to exploit the farmers with feudal traditions. The people of this area and the 
guerrilla squad gave warning to this enemy of the people. Then he started taking shelter in 
the police camp. Chinnakka participated in the annihilation of this class enemy and personally 
chopped off his head. People addressed Chinnakka as Rajakka. She used to compete with 
the male comrades to gain efficiency in military matters. At the age of 28, she trained hard 
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with the aim of becoming a sniper. When all the comrades in the squad got completely tired 
while walking continuously in the forests and climbing the mountains, she used to sacrifice 
her rest and prepared tea for all of them within minutes. She was always ahead in the routine 
works in the squad. Rajakka contributed in mobilizing the farmers in the struggle for raising 
the wages of labourers (for sowing) in the neighbouring villages of Madded. Along with the 
people she participated in seizing the grain from the godowns of landlords who had 
unleashed terror with the help of police. The land lords tried to sow a seed of discord in the 
struggle of people. But, the conspiracies of the landlords were rendered useless. According to 
the needs of the Party, she went to work in the National 
 
Park squad and very soon developed close relations with the people. Rajakka went 
propagating from village to village mobilizing people on the demand of closure of the 
Indravathi Abhayaranya, which was set up for creating a sanctuary for bisons and lions by 
chasing away the people of Madiya Community who would be deprived of even the basic 
means of sustenance and would be rendered homeless. Rajakka was always ahead in taking 
up responsibilities. She became the rear guard of the squad. 
 
On March 4th, 1989, the squad was in the jungle nearby Mukavelli and Rajakka was on 
sentry duty. Then the SAF soldiers attacked them from both the sides. Without showing any 
hesitation in defending the squad, Rajakka opened fire at the policemen attacking from the 
flank and foiled their attempts to attack the squad. But she got injured in the attack made from 
the flank and the policemen killed her by stabbing with bayonet. A Hawaldar was also injured 
in this attack. The news of martyrdom of Rajakka spread immense grief in the whole of 
Bastar. At many places people vented their fury by destroying government property. Rajakka 
left home and children, joined the revolution and proved that woman were not weak or inferior 
to males in fighting. The great martyr will always live in the hearts of the people. 
 
Comrade Yelam Nagakka 
Martyrdom : 22-03-1989  
   
   Comrade Nagakka was from Dorla tribe Adivasi family of Madded area in Bastar district 
(then in MP). As long as exploitation and suppression are there, the lives of Adivasis would 
not change. That was the firm belief of Nagakka. So she got attached to the revolutionary 
movement so as to end exploitation permanently. On 8th January 1989 she joined in Madded 
dalam. After joining the squad, she learnt revolutionary politics and played an active role in 
the activities of the squad. But within a short time after she joined the squad she became 
seriously ill. Her comrades tried to save her, but in vain. On March 22nd 1989 she died.  
       
 It is not very important how long one lives but it is very important how one lives. Nagakka 
who traveled in the path of the struggle for the sake of people till her last breath, and who died 
for them is immortal in the eyes of people. Her sacrifice will not forgotten.                                                       
 
Comrade Narsakka  
Martyrdom : 11-06-1990 
 
Comrade Narsakka belongs to Madanapalli of Nizamabad district, AP. Inspired by the 
peasant struggles around Nizamabad, Narsakka actively took part in those activities. 
Narsakka participated in many struggles in 1990. She was active in dharna against power cut 
in Nizamabad district. In May 1990 she participated in Rythu Coolie Sangam conference at 
Warangal and worked hard there as a volunteer. She conducted a campaign collecting 
cyclone relief fund in many villages. This cyclone had affected thousands of people and the 
party had taken a big campaign to give out relief to them.   
  
    As Narsakka was with the people and actively doing sangam work the police hatched a 
conspiracy to finish her off. On 11th June 1990 before dawn, about hundred armed police 
entered the village. In the presence of all the people they brought out the sleeping Narsakka 
and another activist of a mass organization comrade Prasad from the house and beat them 
severely near the Gandhi statue in the village. Then the police took them to the same house. 
They threatened all the people to go away and shot both of them dead inside the house. They 
killed comrade Swami, brother of Narsakka who was sleeping in another house too.  
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   Comrade Narsakka was inspired by the martyrs of the movement like Nirmala, Swarna, 
Jyoti, Rajakka and joined revolutionary activities. In the path of these great sisters, Narsakka 
spilled her blood in the same cause and her name too became eternal alongside theirs. 
 
Comrade Mailapalli Seethamma 
Martyrdom : ..- 05-1990 
 
        The struggle which was revived in Uddanam after learning lessons from the glorious 
Srikakulam struggle of the past, reached Ranasthalam after unifying with the coastal 
fishermen. This struggle soon spread throughout the Srikakulam district and created tremors 
in the hearts of landlords. The people are trampled under the exploitation of forest department 
which does not allow them even to gather fire wood. The prawn they catch is not theirs; they 
can’t eat them, and are exported. Their boats and nets are not their own. They are given on 
hire by sahukars. They can not pick fruit from the cashew orchards which are adjacent to their 
houses. They belong to the forest department. They have to walk miles together for drinking 
water. They get food only when they get good catch and remain hungry when they don’t get. 
Forced to migrate to Calcutta, Paradeep, Andaman etc. they are ditched even by the 
migratory life and are driven away to the coast.  
     
Gorle Sri Ramulu Naidu was the most notorious among the cruel landlords of Srikakulam. 
Money and political power acquired through his post as zilla parishad chairman and minister 
added to his cruelty and he turned a monster towards poor people. 
      
The goondas of Gorle Sri Ramulu Naidu used to extort lakhs of rupees after the harvest of 
prawns by the fishermen. With feudal arrogance, he made his goons beat up any one who 
wore slippers while walking or rode a bicycle in front of his bungalow. Every adolescent girl 
and every new bride coming to the village after the marriage was molested by him. Who ever 
opposed him turned into a corpse and floated near the sea shore. The fishermen in the area 
of Ranasthalam, who for ages experienced exploitation and atrocities at his hands, ultimately 
formed a fishermen union. Union of fishermen was formed in Jeerupalem also. Comrade 
Mylapalli Seethamma also participated actively in those union activities. The village people 
unified and conducted many struggles. With those struggles they stopped paying the 
commission for prawn collection, which he used to collect. They could stop his social 
atrocities. They planned to drag his brother, who also got rich at the cost of the labourers of 
the village, to a people’s court. He came to know about this, he attacked Jeerupalem with his 
goondas, burning their houses and destroying them. Mylapalli Seethamma, who was 
pregnant could not run and so the goondas caught hold of her, pushed her into flames, and 
stood guard there to prevent her from coming out. Thus she was burnt alive by these inhuman 
beasts in a gruesome manner.  
       
Comrade Seethamma became a martyr participating in the anti-feudal struggle being waged 
as part of the agrarian revolution under the leadership of People’s War. The real tribute to 
many women like Seethamma is to overthrow the feudal and big bourgeoisie system and 
establish the society of peasants and workers. 
 
Comrade Satyavathi 
Martyrdom : ..-..-1990 
 
Com. Satyavathi was born in the Ullipogula Cheedipalem village in the Ellavaram area of 
Addatheegala mandal of East Godavari district. This was part of the East division (presently in 
AOB). She belonged to the Kammari tribe among the adivasis.  
 
Cheedipalem was associated with the revolutionary movement from 1987. The Kammari 
adivasis played an active role in the class struggles and in resisting the police in East 
Godavari district. They did not have permanent lands. They eked out a living by cutting wood 
and burning it to produce coal. They also sold liquor. They had to face the atrocities of forest 
officers and the excise officials due to these trades. But there were many incidents where the 
adivasis had beaten both these kinds of government officials. That was why this village 
created terror among the forest officers and excise officials. 
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The people of this militant village joined the sangams under the leadership of the party and 
fought against the exploiters. Satyavathi became a member of Adivasi Viplava Mahila 
Sangam (AVMS). In 1990, many struggles were conducted in that village. Police raided the 
village many times in order to catch the sangam leaders. The villagers had fought the police 
and had stopped them from arresting their leaders. In one such incident a large posse of 
police descended on the village to catch the sangam leader. The whole village resisted the 
police. But taking advantage of their numbers the police began searching every house. At that 
time Satyavathi asked the sangam leader to take shelter in her house. When the police came 
and questioned, she replied that he was her husband. The police believed her and left. Thus 
she protected the leader cleverly. 
 
But later the police came to know that she had lied to them and so they came back and 
attacked the village. Satyavathi was pregnant at that time but the inhuman police tortured her 
brutally and she died. She had put up a model before us on how to protect the sangam 
leaders. Only by building a strong revolutionary movement we can pay real homage to 
comrades like her. 
                
Comrade Jangu Bai 
Martyrdom : ..-..-1991 
 
    20 April. The year was 1981. The place was Indravelli in Adilabad dt. It was a bloody 
instance in the history of the revolution in India. It was the day when the adivasis fighting for 
their democratic rights threw a challenge to the government which trampled their right to 
assemble. It is the day when they confronted the brutal armed forces of the government with 
their conventional weapons.  
          
   By 1978-81 the red flag started flying over the forests of Adilabad. The adivasi women came 
into its fold and began propagating revolutionary politics by forming campaign batches in 
1980-81. Naxalites mobilized women and men in the land struggles. As part of those 
struggles, adivasis marched to Indravelli to hold a meeting. The government refused to give 
permission in the last minute and people defied the police. The police fired indiscriminately on 
the adivasis and started a mass massacre. 13 adivasis died in the police firing. Many more 
were wounded. In the melee, an adivasi woman broke the head of a constable with a stick. 
Comrade Jangu Bai was one among the wounded. Her leg broke and that never healed. 
Suffering from that wound for many years, she died in 1991. she belonged to the 
Pittabonguram village of Indravelli mandal of Adilabad dt.  
         
   Many sisters who have drawn inspiration from the struggle of Indravelli have taken up rifles 
and taking forward the struggle of adivasis like Com. Jangu Bai. 
 
Comrade Balamma 
Martyrdom : ..-10-1991 
 
It has now become common for people to die in the hands of the state not only for 
participation in movements but also because they are living in the movement areas. 13 year 
old Balamma was killed by the state for this reason.  
 
Balamma was studying in 6th standard in 1991 in Mohanapuram hostel in Addatheegela 
mandal of EG district. A non-adivasi land lord had occupied all the lands of the adivasis in 
Mohanapuram. So a struggle was taken up under the leadership of the sangam. When people 
occupied the lands which rightfully belonged to them, the police killed a party member named 
Krishna in a fake encounter. 
 
The squad went to Mohanapuram to know the facts about the incident. Some students met 
the squad and began discussing about their problems. The police fired on them without even 
considering the fact that children were there. Balamma died in that firing. Another student and 
a squad member Narayana also died in that firing. Many students and squad members were 
injured. The people's fury erupted against the cruel police who had killed and injured even 
small children. They burnt down 30 buses in the Eleswaram depot by attacking it. The 
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Divisional Committee gave a call for bandh on October 25. Two police died in an ambush by 
the guerillas near Gyrampet in Nagulakonda area. The people rose up all over the division 
and conducted 30 protest actions. 
 
Let us hail the martyrdom of Balamma and work for a society where such innocent children 
can live and develop fully and freely. 
 
Comrade Manjula 
Martyrdom :06-01-1992 
 
           The Date: 6-1-1992. A private van carrying 13 comrades was stopped by the police. All 
the 13 were taken to the forests of Pagideru. They were forced to wear olive green uniforms. 
Then they were shot point blank one after the other. The police shamelessly announced that 
13 guerilla squad members were killed in an 'encounter' with them. And they concocted the 
news as usual, that they were killed when they were trying to hatch a plan to blow up a B.S.F. 
van. In fact they were all peasant guerillas trying to cross from Khammam district into 
Dandakaranya to work in the squads there, as decided by the party. Later they killed the van 
driver, the potential witness and put his dead body in the upturned van on a road and 
announced that he died in a road accident. 
     
  Among the martyrs, there is one woman comrade. She was comrade Manjula, a dalit girl of 
20 years. She was born in Raghavapuram of Aleru mandal in Nalgonda dt. She did household 
chores and worked in the fields too. She faced all the difficulties that are generally 
encountered by all rural women of India. Even though work is equal, the labour of women is 
priced less, and her specially “unpaid” labour at domestic work added to the regular labour. 
Women are accorded lesser status and she faced all these discriminiations. She married 
Com.Pochanna in 1989. She got all the necessary political help from Pochanna to develop as 
a revolutionary. Through him she learned about the exploitation by landlords not only of poor 
people but also of women and also understood that the root cause of this was the rule of 
those landlord classes. She was inspired by the lives of the martyrs like Nirmala. Swarna and 
Jyoti etc. She not only understood the party politics but also was prepared to work for them. 
Her ideology was finally moulded with that of her companion Pochanna. She joined in the 
guerilla squad working in the vicinities of Station Ghanpur (of Warangal district).  As a 
member of the guerilla squad, she imbibed the life style of the common people there. She 
was not educated when she joined the party. But she had developed enough to read party 
literature. She tried to explain the current politics in her own style and understanding. And she 
tried to resolve all the issues that normally arose in the squad routine, by bringing them to the 
notice of the leadership. She was alert and strict in following the party discipline. She never 
became any kind of embarrassment or problematic to her colleagues.  
         
 She reddened the path of martyrs by laying down her life in the cause of New Democratic 
Revolution.         
 
Comrade Mortad Narsakka 
Martyrdom : 27-01-1992 
 
         Comrade Mortad Narsakka (19) was born of a poor dalit agriculture working class family 
in the village of Ailapuram (Korutla mandal of Karimnagar district). Her father was a physically 
challenged man. She lived with her mother and an younger and elder brother. 
 
Her elder brother Com. Narsanna (Mallesh) was ‘encountered’ in May 1987 in one of the most 
gruesome manners. The CI Jaganmohan Reddy stopped the bus going to Yusufnagar and his 
police caught Mallesh travelling in that bus. He was asked to run on that road and then they 
fired on him. He fell down injured. The police then tortured him on the road by beating him 
with butts and killed him in front of all people. Then his body was thrown in a sugarcane field 
and they concocted the 'encounter' story. One can only imagine what little Narsakka went 
through when she heard about this brutal murder of her beloved brother. The martyr’s 
sacrifice and vengeance against the police inspired her to become an activist for the cause of 
revolution. She expressed her aspiration to join the party to her cousin and he took her to the 
Beedi workers' union office in Metpalli, affiliated to the CPI ML) Ramachandran group. She 
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worked in the union activities for about eight months. When she went on campaigns with this 
union to villages including Ailapur, people questioned her why she had joined this party when 
her brother was a People's War activist. Only then did she realize that she was working for a 
different party. She left that work and came back to the village and began trying for PW 
contact. Finally her efforts gave results and she came into contact with the squad.  
 
Due to her initiative and determination she was elected as the ECM of the village RYL. She 
became very active in the local RYL The people mobilized by the party attacked the tamarind 
grove of the local land lord, Rajanarsinga Rao and seized the tamarind from about 500 trees. 
Later they went on to collect the mangoes from the same man’s grove. The campaign against 
the mid term parliament polls was so successful that only 91 votes were polled out of 6000 
votes. The campaign consisted of street meetings, processions and talking with individual 
contacts. The election was basically boycotted. Narasakka was in the forefront of all these 
party activities. Land lord Rajanarsinga Rao’s “gadi” (fort) was filled with grain worth lakhs of 
rupees and with various articles of the people grabbed through the years. Under the 
leadership of the Sangam, approximately four thousand people occupied the ‘Gadi’ and took 
away their things. This continued uninterrupted for two days. She played a crucial role in this. 
This programme of occupation provoked lot of anger among the land lords. The police raided 
the village, arrested 100 people of who half were women and imposed TADA act on them. In 
that repressive period, Narsakka escaped arrest and mingled with people giving them the 
needed solace and courage. She was like a fish in the water and so they could not arrest her. 
She became the secretary of women’s organization not only of her village but also of a few 
villages around. 
        
 28th July was Martyr’s Day. Party gave a call to celebrate it every where. In her own village, 
in spite of severe repression, comrade Narsakka celebrated the Martyr’s Day secretely and 
inspired the people. Her spirit in conducting this meeting is praiseworthy.  
 
When the squad held a meeting to expose the informers, Narsakka spoke boldly in front of 
hundreds of people and put the informers to shame. Seeing all this, the fear stricken police 
arrested comrade Narsakka on 27th January 1992 at 10 p.m. on being tipped off by a traitor. 
The unarmed Narsakka was taken to a nearby village Chittapur. She was tortured brutally in a 
lonely place and killed brutally. As usually the “encounter” was announced in the newspapers. 
At a tender age of 20 years, this young comrade ridiculed the system and the police in 
particular, by actively participating in various activities without getting caught for so many 
days. She was fearless. She was ever with the people. She faced all tortures valiantly. And 
with her death she once again emphasized that tortures and bullets could not stop the ideals. 
Let us offer red salutes to that Red star in the sky.    
 
Comrade Borlam Swarupa 
Martyrdom : 06-02-1992 
 

Comrade Swaroopa (Jyoti) became a leader of a guerilla squad 
overcoming all kinds of hindrances in this patriarchal society. In 1991, there 
were not many women commanders in the party and she was the first 
woman commander in North Telangana region. Naturally she had to 
vigorously train herself in both theory and practice to achieve this feat. 
More than that, her initiative was highly admirable. She has given 
inspiration to many budding woman comrades. In fact she had become a 
role model- “I should one day become a Jyotakka” was the aspiration in the 

hearts of many women comrades who joined the party then.  
      
 Comrade Swaroopa was born in a middle class family of Nallabelli (Darpelli Mandal, 
Nizamabad Dictrict). She was the only daughter of a RMP doctor. She was educated in 
Sirnapalli High school. The peasant struggles around that area, caught the imagination of this 
S.S.C. student. Her curiosity and enthusiasm made her a member of Radical Students Union. 
She actively participated in all the struggles concerning the student community. At a very 
early age her understanding of problems concerning the peasants and women was 
expanding. She arrived at the firm conviction that the liberation of peasants and women could 
ultimately result from the armed struggle. So she started simultaneously participating in the 
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Sangam activities as well as in women’s organization initiated by her. Enlightenment of 
women was part of her activities. In 1984 in Sirnapally area she worked in the agitation for the 
reduction of rates of arrack. In the same year the cane grower’s rally was organized. She did 
propaganda for that rally. When the police tried to disperse the gathering of the cane growers 
through lathi charge and other means, Swaroopa organized the women to stand as a 
protective wall between the charging police and the agitating cane growers. On February 
1985, during the AIRSF 1st conference she was in the forefront in conducting a huge dharna 
in front of NTR’s residence and was arrested. Even while participating in so many activities, 
she pursued her education in women’s college in Nizamabad. During this time she raised 
revolutionary consciousness in the fellow students. The police were on the hunt for 
Swaroopa. She shifted her activity from the town to rural area. She became a wholetimer. 
There was severe repression on the squads then. Yet, she came forward to work in the plains 
in a guerilla squad. According to the needs of the party, she went to Hyderabad, joined as a 
labourer in Ampro Biscuit Factory and continued to work as an organizer. Again she returned 
to  rural area in 1990, and joined in Sirnapally squad as an active member. In a short time she 
became very popular with her squad as well as among the people. In July 1991 she became 
the Commander of her squad. Naturally her efforts in the growth of peasant struggle were 
much recognized by the people.  
       
 The repression became intensive. The police were hounding the Sirnapally squad to 
eliminate it. But Swaroopa went ahead by educating her squad members, resisting the police, 
and escaping the police ambushes with the cooperation of the people and became a darling 
of the peasants. When an ambush was executed at Ramadugu to retaliate the severe 
repression of S.P. Meena, Comrade Swaroopa showed all her mettle. The landlord clique felt 
threatened after this ambush. They wanted to finish off the ‘Sirnapally Squad’ at any cost. 
With this deastardly purpose, their search for the squad was made quick and wide. But only 
because of the informers they could locate the squad at Amrabad Tanda. In the heavy police 
raid, Com. Pochanna died on the spot and Swaroopa was injured. She was caught with 
injuries near Madapuram in a jowar field. She was arrested on 5th February, 1992, tortured 
and killed.  
           
 7 years of her precious life were spent in the cause of revolution for the liberation of the 
peasants and women. Feudal domination and superstitions could not stop the indomitable 
Swaroopa. She was always with the people and she fell a victim to the police bullets for the 
cause of liberation of the people. Comrade Swaroopa’s revolutionary life inspires the qualities 
of sacrifice and nobleness in the comrades.  
 
Comrade Chinna Bullekka 
Martyrdom : 07-03-1992 
 
           Comrade Chinna Bullekka was a poor Adivasi woman from East Division. She was 
born in D.Pydipala village of Sankavaram mandal of East Godavari (EG) district. She married 
Appala Naidu who was a non-adivasi. He was a middle peasant. At the time of marriage both 
of them was just an ordinary couple. But the revolutionary movement turned them into 
extraordinary people. Their lives were so entwined together in the revolutionary movement 
that it is not possible to talk about only one of them. They were an ideal couple who had 
dedicated their entire lives for the people.  
 
In 1983, there were land struggles in their village under the leadership of the Nagulakonda 
squad. At that time all the lands of their village were in the hands of the non-adivasis. Lands 
were occupied and land lords were punished at first. Appala Naidu had opposed these 
struggles as he was also a non-adivasi. Gradually he understood their significance and began 
participating in the struggles on behalf of the adivasis. He became a party member. As the 
president of the Rytu Coolie Sangam (RCS) he won the confidence of the people. He 
increased his committment and became a PR. He became a reliable organizer for the party in 
that area. 
 
In this whole process Bullekka had a role. She never went to school and was very innocent. 
She loved the party a lot. She looked after the needs of the squad with great responsibility. 
She always longed to see the guerillas. If they came late she felt bad. If necessary the whole 
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squad could depend on this single family for even a week. The childless Bullekka looked after 
the younger squad members as her own childrem. She always tried to feed them some 
delicacy. 
 
She was not just confined to helping. She directly participated in all the struggles. Within a 
few days of coming into contact with the party, she joined the women's organization. She 
played a crucual and active role in the organization. She mobilized women for all meetings. 
She not only participated in the land struggles but also mobilized women into it. She led the 
anti-liquor struggle by mobilizing women. 
 
When the student organization campaigned in the villages, Bullekka participated in the 
campaign with the team for three days. Later she told them not to go back but to join the 
squads. The team members were very much influenced by her love. She participated in 
militant actions too. She participated in the burning of the Murugupudi bank, damaging four 
lorries and in creating road blockades, protesting the Pagideru encounter, where 13 
comrades were killed in a fake encounter.  
In the encounter at Guntuvanipalem five comrades were martyred. Bullekka was very much 
affected as if they were her own kith and kin. Appala Naidu wrote a song on them. Both of 
them propagated the song in the whole area. 
 
Thus she dedicated her life to the party since she came into contact with it and became a 
party member in 1990. She always told the squad to be careful. Both of them were a loving 
couple who respected and loved each other. She learnt to read and write and politics from her 
husband. They used to call each other comrade.  
 
Appala Naidu who was working almost like a commander in the anti-feudal struggles became 
a target for the land lords and consequently for the police. They began hounding him. They 
attacked his house when he was not there and Bullekka bravely faced the situation.  Both of 
them began working secretely. They travelled the villages with weapons and took shelter in 
the forests. They conducted many struggles. She learnt to use the gun from him. There was 
another boy with them and three of them used to do sentries and travelled taking many 
precautions. 
 
The police could not catch him and so in order to make him surrender they arrested his 
brothers and tortured them. They thought that if Bullekka surrenders, he would also surrender 
and so tried for that a lot. Her relatives were arrested and tortured. They brought a lot of 
pressure on the sangams and the villages. As a result all the sangam members surrendered. 
The police conspired in many ways to catch the couple. Even in such circumstances, Bullekka 
tried to mobilize the women against repression.  
 
Finally the police succeeded. In March 1991, five or six ex-members of the sangam told them 
that the squad had come to Jaldam village and that they should go to meet them. The couple 
believed them and was going with them. The traitors suddenly pounced on them, tied them up 
and handed them to the police. The leader of the police party was a cruel SI named 
Anjaneyulu. He tortured Appala Naidu and killed him. Bullekka was threatened and sent away 
from there. She was shattered with grief with his death and with a burning heart, she started 
returning home. The police had discussed that she may reveal about this fake encounter and 
ordered the sangam members to go and finish her off. They reached her on the same night, 
gang raped her. They buried her neck deep in a pit and killed her cruelly by hitting her with 
stones. 
 
When the party later interrogated these renegades, they revealed the whole truth. They even 
told how Bullekka had fiercly resisted for a long time when they were tying up the couple. 
People annihilated Kakuri Ramanna and Tada Appa Rao who played the main role in the 
murders of their beloved leaders.  
 
It is a great loss to the movement of the area to have lost this great couple in the enemy 
repression. Only by overthrowing this system we could pay real homage to this brave woman 
comrade who developed into a people's leader.      
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Comrade Madhavilatha 
Martyrdom : 01-04-1992 
                                               
       River Krishna- on either side of which Nalgonda and Guntur district lie- was flowing 
quietly. On the bank of the river was a huge mound ‘Chandravanka’ There our revolutionary 
peasant squad including a woman comrade were talking to fisher folk. Their voices were 
closely in resonance with rippling sounds of the river Krishna. That silence, that quietness 
was suddenly disturbed. On 1st April 1992, 40 police in civil dresses under the leadership of 
S.P. Meena, started shooting indiscriminately on them. In this incident, 4 fishermen and 
comrades Esu, Ramakrishna and Madhavilata lost their precious lives. The River 
Krishnamma, which gave them solace with cool breeze, took them into her embrace. The 
blood shed by the martyrs mixing with the waters of River Krishna went on spreading the 
message of their ideals and sacrifice to all nooks and corners of Andhra Pradesh in ripples 
and waves. The River Krishna went on spreading the message of their ideals through her 
waves. The River Krishna became vibrant with their ringing voice. 
       The martyrdom of Com. Madhavilata worried the women of Andhra Pradesh. Especially 
the women of working class and girl students in and around the towns of Tenali, Repalle and 
Guntur were soaked in tears. The brutal murder of Madhavilata infuriarated them 
       Madavi was born in a lower middle class family in Tenali. She passed her Intermediate. 
Her father died and both of her elder sisters got married. So the responsibility of the family fell 
on the shoulders of the young Madhavi. She took it and joined a tailoring shop as a worker. In 
the process she became acquainted with the party. She slowly understood that the plight of 
her mother was not hers alone; and many many mothers in our country facad similar plight. 
She was convinced that the plight of these mothers can be changed only through new 
democratic revolution. To attain this goal, she became a whole time activist. She stood in the 
forefront in solving the problems of women in Tenali and Repalle areas. In Guntur, she 
mingled with working class women and mobilized them on many issues. In the post cyclone 
period, she worked not only in collecting funds, but in assuaging the pain suffered by the 
people. Her work during this time was wide and enormous. When the question of her 
marriage was raised, she refused to marry immediately; she would work for two years and 
then only she would think of it, she said. She stood by her word 
     
  Extending her activities even to rural-especially the forest areas was her ideal and 
aspiration. She joined as guerilla especially to organize the women of the forest areas. 
Madhavi married Comrade Ramakrishna in March 1992. Within ten days after their marriage 
both the comrades became victims of the cruel state.  
       
 For a vital transformation of this society, and liberation of women, Madhavilata sacrificed her 
life.  
 
Comrade Devata Janaki 
Martyrdom : 17-05-1992 
 

             Every individual is unique in a way. If the lives of all martyrs are 
closely analyzed every one of them can be identified with some specific 
characteristic. Comrade Devata Janaki, while being in the village, stood 
in the forefront in leading armed resistance movement of oppressed 
peasantry. That was her unique identity in the movement. 
            Comrade Janaki was born in a padmasali (weaver) family as the 
last child among six sisters. She was from Sambhunipalem of 
Kamalapuram mandal of Karimnagar dt. All her sisters got married. Her 
father had died and her mother was old. They had no property. Work as 
agricultural labourer was their only source of subsistence. The mother 
went for work and sent Janaki to study up to 7th standard. As she could 

not send her for furhter studies, Janaki had to become an agriculture laborer too. She worked 
equally with the men and so demanded equal pay for equal work along with male laborers. At 
that time she did not know anything about the law regarding equal payment. But her life 
motivated her to think in those terms. The realities that the bourgeois education could not 
teach her, she could exact from the real life. So her life as a labourer led to revolutionary 
politics.  Though her mother was anxiously intending to get her daughter married, Janaki 
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resisted the very idea and took keen interest in the RYL activities of the village. She became 
a member of RYL in 1990. She was the first woman to join RYL there.She used to sing 
revolutionary songs in the villages around and whereever she went for work, thus inspiring 
people. However late night it may be, she used to meet the squad regularly. Some times her 
mother opposed but she convinced her and went to meet the guerillas. 
        She organized women laboureres and conducted a strike for increase in their wages. 
She followed the instructions and advice of the party in all organizational matters. She ran 
village people’s panchayats. She led the people in punishing the wrong doers in the village, 
especially those who are anti people and anti-party. In this process due to her militant 
activities, she became a member of village protection squad (militia). When the state engaged 
in fake encounters killing the peasants, she played a key role in kidnapping the police, at 
Kesavapuram (Elkaturti mandalam) on April 14, 1992. When the police tried to escape she 
shot and wounded one. The enemy became restless and frightened.               
       So the repression on comrade Janaki became more serious and severe. To hoodwink the 
enemy who is very much keen on finishing the woman comrade who challenged them, Janaki 
changed her name as Jyothi. She was moving through villages around, organizing the people 
secretely. She gave encouragement to the squad members and people and won their love 
and confidence. She could inspire confidence in strangers too. Many times strangers also 
helped her, because of her sheer initiative.  
Janaki was taking protection in Mallannapalli (Veenavanka mandal) at the house of a 
sympathizer. On 17-5-92 on the information leaked by a traitor, half a dozen police raided the 
house at 5 p.m. They arrested Comrade Janaki, beat her brutally with lathis, pricked pins into 
her nails and tortured her for three hours continuously. But they could not make her speak. 
Those brutes gang raped her and later shot her. Again the “story” of encounter was released. 
Her dead body was also not handed over to her mother. She was cremated by the police.  
      Her death was terrible and glorious simultaneously. Her death unveils once again the 
cruelty of this system and the bravery of its opponents. Such great antagonist of this society 
was Comrade Janaki. Red salutes to her memory!  
 
Comrade Korra Tubri            
Martyrdom : 28-07-1992 
                  

              Comrade Korra Tubri belongs to Dondulagondi village of Malkangiri 
sub-division, in the state of Odisha. This was located in the East division 
(presently in AOB). She was born in a poor peasant Kuvvi adivasi family in the 
70s. Tubri was influenced by revolutionary politics at a very young age. The 
people of her village were influenced by the struggles under the party 
leadership against the Kapu community atrocities in the neighbouring village. 
They joined the sangam with great enthusiasm. They also struggled for fair 

rates for their agricultural produce. Tubri was influenced with these struggles and joined the 
Korukonda Dalam in1986. But the party did a rethinking and sent her back home since she 
was not even 16 years of age. But as police of Andhra Pradesh and Odisha arrested and 
tortured her many times, by 1987 she was allowed to join the squad. 
She was known as Seethakka since then and worked in the Ellavaram and Nagulakonda 
squads. She actively participated in annihilating landlords and informers and in ambushing 
the police.  
In the legal period of 1990, many land struggles broke out in Ellavaram area on a large scale. 
Land lords who opposed the land struggles were brought to book in people's courts and were 
punished. She played an active role in all of them. Her efforts in building women's 
organizations in the Ellavaram area are worth mentioning. She mobilized women to oppose 
polygamy and forceful marriages in various tribes and consolidated them in sangams. Due to 
her efforts women teams were formed and they propagated about women's problems. She 
mobilized women on a large scale for the inauguration of the division martyrs column.  
In Nagulakonda area non-adivasis are larger in number. They take adivasi women as second 
wives to settle there and to occupy the lands of the adivasi women. After taking their lands 
they either abandon them or ignore them. Some of them lure the adivasi women and go into 
relations with them. They use them sexually and abandon them when they get transferred 
from that area. In almost all the villages such women could be found then. The women's 
organization had developed in the process of standing firmly on behalf of these women while 
punishing the men who deceived them. Gradually women played an active role in the land 
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struggles there. They resisted the repression bravely. They protected the squads in severe 
repression too. Com. Tubri's role was an important one in giving women such courage. 
She participated in the struggles to increase wages of labour, for fair prices for agriculture 
produce and against the exploitation of the forest officers. She faced the severe repression in 
the Nagulakonda area. While she was member of Pidithamamidi squad, she participated in 
the anti-liquor agitation and in the struggle for increasing the rates of tendu leaf collection and 
bamboo cutting. 
She was active in the military field too. She came out safely from the encounters at 
Mohanapuram, Jadderu, and Guntuvanipalem fighting the enemy. When the police murdered 
five comrades at Guntuvanipalem, she participated in the ambush at Chintalammagati 
conducted as a protest against it. Some police were injured in this ambush.  
She learnt to read and write in the squad. She married Com. Sagar (Patti Narayana) in 1988. 
To face the repression the Nagulakonda squad decided to extend its area of operation. As 
part of that extension work a four member team had gone to survey the area and stopped at 
Parupakala. They took shelter in Gaddi Rajaih's house as it was situated alone on one side of 
the village. Since it was a new area, the squad did not have an idea about the people. The 
party had fought against a close relative of Rajaih and he had turned against the party. That is 
why he gave shelter to the squad and then tipped off the police. The police gave him poison 
and he mixed it in the food. 
         On 28th July 1992 (Martyr’s Day) at 4’o clock in the morning the police surrounded them 
and disarmed the commander of the squad Com.Vijayakumar, Mandala Mallesh, Patti 
Narayana and Tubri, brutally torured and killed them. Let us offer red salutes to all Parupakala 
martyrs. Let us pledge to realize their dream of socialist society. Tubri participated in the 
struggle with an ambition to destroy this society which is rabidly patriarchal. Her life is a great 
inspiration for revolutionaries and all women.  
 
Comrade Marri Lakshmi 
Martyrdom : 26-09-1992 
  
                 Comrade Lakshmi was born in a middle class Yadava family in Vangara of 
Karimnagar District. She grew up in an atmosphere of anti feudal struggles; she intended to 
dedicate her life to it. Since 1989 she was active in the active in the activities of sangam. Her 
parents tried to stop her by saying that nobody would marry her if she joins Sangam. Ignoring 
such 'advices' she went on rallying women for the cause of revolution. She was married off at 
a young age. She faced many problems there and so had taken divorce. She came into 
contact with the squad in 1990 and was in the forefront in the wage rates, anti-arrack, tendu 
leaf and land struggles in the village. She was in the forefront of these struggles and led them 
successfully through struggle committees.  
Her role in preparing people to plough the lands of the then Prime Minister P.V. Narsimha 
Rao was great. She played a prominent role in seizing mangoes from his orchard. She strived 
to build women's organization in the village. They used to put posters on women's issues and 
propagate new democratic politics.  
She worked at Husnabad for the building of Martyrs Column (the second highest in Asia 
before the police has blasted it) continuously for seven months, till its completion. She led the 
women comrades who worked there and solved any problems they faced, with much 
responsibility. But later her family took her away from there forcefully. She continued 
participating in the struggles in the villages. She participated in many struggles including 
agitations for house-sites and beedi leaves workers' movements. Her parents tried to marry 
her off in order to dissuade her from these activities. They had even fixed the date. But she 
opposed this marriage and resisted her family's pressure.  
In 1990 she became a professional revolutionary (PR) and joined the Husnabad squad. She 
was very friendly with her fellow guerillas and learnt politics with interest. From the moment 
she came into contact with the People’s War party till her last breath she fought for the 
liberation of oppressed people.  
When the squad was in a shelter in the village of Achampalli, 1500 BSF police surrounded the 
village on information by Papireddy. The police were raining bullets on the house where the 
squad was meeting. The squad also retaliated bravely. After 4 hours of heroic fight the squad 
killed two BSF Jawans. In that struggle the district committee member comrade Nallapa 
Mallesh (Comrade Ramanna) and squad members comrades Raji reddy (Suranna), Rama 
rao (Ailanna), Ramesh (Seenu) , Lakshmi (Aruna) ,Buchanna (Sampath) , Komaranna (Vijay 
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), Lachanna (Sekhar) died. Along with them the sympathizer Raji Reddy who gave them 
shelter was killed too. 
      When hundreds of police surrounded them, Comrade Lakshmi and other Achampalli 
martyrs did not flinch a bit and tried to break out of the enemy’s encirclement. 
       Let us offer our red salutes to the bravery of comrade Lakshmi and other martyrs of 
Achampally. Let us also pledge that we will avenge their deaths. 
 
Comrade Sedmak Seethakka       
Martyrdom : ..-..-1992 
    
 Adivasi women are oppressed in various ways - on one side there is exploitation by forest 
officers and paper mill owners; on another side the social repression in the name of customs 
and traditions. Today Adivasi women are getting organized to fight against exploitation of 
many years and authority of generations of tribal chiefs. Throughout Dandakaranya, Krantikari 
Adivasi Women’s Organization (KAMS) is being built-up.  
             This organization was first organized in Gadchiroli district of Maharashtra. It 
expanded to all ranges of the district in a short time. After the formation of this women’s 
organization in all the ranges of the forest, the struggle for the specific rights of women- i.e. 
the oppressive customs and traditions of Adivasi society, the bureaucracy of forest officers 
were the main issues that gained strength. Comrade Seethakka was in the forefront of all 
organizational activities in her area. 
              Adivasi people participated in many struggles for their rights on the forest and 
against bogus Sarkar. Without the participation of the women, no struggle would have been 
possible. And in every struggle women were in forefront. The growing consciousness 
regarding the struggle and political enlightenment among the women frightened the enemy. 
They wanted to suppress the people’s struggles by hook or crook. So they tightened their iron 
fists. They destroyed large number of villages; they jailed hundreds of men and women. And 
they murdered sangam leaders and people in fake encounters.  
              Seethakka’s husband was an organizer of DAKMS. Comrade Seethakka was the 
leader of KAMS. Day by day, the pressure on them increased. To overcome this, they went 
on travelling village after village secretly and organizing political activity. In that process, the 
health of Seethakka deteriorated and she joined the hospital. There the police rounded her 
and saw that no medical help reached her, and caused her death.  
             Seethakka gave her life to the people and raised the banner of the struggle higher. 
Let us pledge to continue her struggle. Let us work for building the communist society. 
 
Comrade Hallami Sukai 
Martyrdom : ..- 05-1992 
 
Sukai joined the women’s organization formed in 1991 in her village and used to work for 
solving the problems of the village women by mingling with them. She used to gather women 
for the meetings of revolutionary mass organizations held in the village. She also participated 
actively in the public meeting held to expose the false propaganda by the police against 
naxalites. In May 1992, the government, during the season of collecting tendu leaves, 
deputed SAF soldiers in large numbers and forcibly had the leaves plucked. At this time Sukai 
married into Badko village. Due to illness, she was taken to a quack doctor of the village. All 
of a sudden, policemen arrived in the village and while searching each house, had intruded 
into the house where Sukai was staying. At that time there were not many people in the 
village. An officer named Pandey arrested Sukai and falsely alleging that she tried to join the 
squad, forced her to reveal the whereabouts of the squad. Taking advantage of her being 
alone, he raped her. An old woman was also present there, but the police drove her away. 
Due to this dreadful act, the already ill Sukai died on the same evening. After hearing this 
news, the police warned the headmen of the village that if they propagate this news they 
would arrest them and book cases against them. In spite of getting cruelly raped by the 
policemen, Sukai refused to reveal anything about the squad. In the history of revolutionary 
movement of Bastar, one more woman got martyred sacrificing her life. We humbly bow our 
heads and say ‘Lal Salaam to Sukai!’ 
 
 
Comrade Korram Sukadi Bai Salami 
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Martyrdom : ..-09-1992 
 
Sukadi Bai, a 25-year-old Gond woman belonged to the village Killem of Kondagaon tehsil 
situated in Bastar district. Whenever the Kondagaon squad visited their village, Sukadi Bai 
used to bring food and water for the guerrillas. Besides participating in the meetings of 
women in the village, she was amazed to see how the Party respected women. In the 
beginning days when on seeing the guerrilla squad, people used to run away with fear, 
Sukadi Bai without any fear came to meet the squad and tried to understand the revolutionary 
politics. Sukadi bai also tried to mobilize the women in the village organization. During the 
repression campaign started by the enemy in September 1991, police raided the village 
Killem, searched every house, ransacked them, stole their belongings and committed 
atrocities. At that time Sukadi Bai was six months pregnant. On the pretext of arresting 
naxalites, the SAF terrorized them by entering her house and ransacking all the household 
goods, not leaving even the eggs. Sukadi Bai resisted the SAF soldiers in order to save her 
belongings. Enraged at her resistance, the policemen beat her with the butts of their guns and 
tortured her mercilessly without thinking even for a while that she was pregnant. Sukadi Bai 
was injured seriously due to this torture and within a week she died. They tortured Sarpanch 
Ramsingh in various brutal means and beat him to death too.  
The newspapers printed this incident prominently and the people strongly condemned the 
atrocities of the police.  
          The attempts of the state to separate party from the people – as good as separating 
fish from water – were ignored by comrade Sukhidi who saved the squads, and got a 
permanent place in the hearts of people. Today all the adivasis throughout Dandakaranya are 
taking Sukhidi’s path. 
 
Comrade Gangakka (Swarna) 
Martyrdom : 05-12-1992 
 

Com. Gangakka was born in Alampalli of Adilabad dt. in a poor family. She 
was attracted towards the revolutionary songs since her childhood. She had 
a melodious voice and she used to sing songs on martyrs by learning them 
by heart. She attended the Girijan Rytu Coolie Sangam second district 
conference in 1983 at Adilabad at the young age of 10. The songs she sang 
on the stage inspired the people a lot. 
She even used to compose songs with her own tunes and lyrics. While 
working in the fields she used to sing and encouraged others to sing along 

with her. She became a member of the village women's organization and fought against caste 
oppression and feudal traditions. She participated in the struggles for wage increases and fair 
rates for tendu leaves. She understood that new democratic revolution alone would pave the 
way for the liberation of women and propagated these politics among women. 
In 1991 she married a person from the Reddy caste. It was a love marriage. His parents did 
not allow her to enter their house saying she was from a lower caste. Gangakaka and her 
husband were not to be bound by these narrow caste confinements. They joined the party to 
fight against all kinds of exploitation and the rid the society of all kinds of discriminations. 
Gangakka was 20 years old when she joined the party. She learnt to read and write in the 
party. Within three months of her joining the squad an encounter with the police took place at 
Tulsipeta. She was injured in her thigh and fell down unconscious in the cotton field. The 
combing police batches found her there on 5-12-1992 and killed her in cold blood.  
The revolutionary movement had lost a sincere worker and a great singer and song writer 
whose songs smelt of the earth.  
 
Comrade Nukalamma 
Martyrdom : ..-..-1992 
 
Nukalamma (30) was born in a poor peasant family of Kondakammari tribe of East Godavari 
district. She married a person from Adilabad village in Rajavommangi mandal and settled 
there. This falls under the Nagulakonda area. She participated in all the struggles of that area 
and gradually developed into a women's organization leader. She participated in all the 
struggles which were conducted in 1991 and 1992 - struggles for increase in wage rates, land 
struggles, bamboo coolie struggles, struggles for fair prices for tendu leaf and tobacco.She 
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participated in the militant struggle when teak plantations were cut down and seized by the 
people. She was in the forefront mobilizing people against the exploitation of GCC. She 
solved many problems of the people in people's courts and gained recognition as a mass 
leader. Especially when non-adivasis had deceived adivasi women in the name of marriage, 
she had punished the culprits in many such incidents. She came forth as an important 
opposition against the landlords and bad gentry. So they sent their police dogs after her. In 
1992, police raided their village and tortured her cruelly in front of everybody and then killed 
her in cold blood. 
Com. Nukalamma was killed as she fought against the injustices perpetrated in this society. 
Her martyrdom will not go in vain. With her inspiration the next generations would continue 
the fight agaisnt injustice. 
 
Comrade Srilatha 
Martyrdom : 24-01-1993         

 
               Comrade Srilata (Padmakka) was born in a poor goldsmith family 
in Narmetta of Warangal District. At a very early age Srilata lost her mother. 
Even while doing domestic work at home, she studied up to 9th class. Her 
father had lost his eyesight. So she learnt tailoring and helped her brothers 
economically. She was influenced by revolutionary peasant struggles in her 
area. She joined in women’s organization and participated actively in 

organizing the women. In ‘Go to villages’ campaign of 1989, she actively participated and 
tried to enlighten the people on various issues. By the end of 1990 she decided to become a 
full timer for the party. She became a member in Ghanapur squad. She gained respect and 
love of all the members. She participated in the attacks on police in retaliation against the 
police repression. She proved a match to the men in the fight. She married Com. Anjanna 
(Balanna) in 1991.  
Srilatha and Com. Anjanna had gone to Hyderabad for treatment. An informer had tipped off 
the police about their shelter and the police arrested them. They were killed in the same 
house with pistols having silencers and then their bodies were thrown near Jangaon. The 
police concocted an encounter story as usual.  
She marched in the revolutionary path till her last breath. Her life stands an inspiration to all 
the women.  
 
Comrade Rukmabai 
 Martyrdom : 27- 01-1993 
 

            On 27th January, 1993 comrade Rukmabai (Vijaya) was 
killed along with comrade Sankar (North Telangana RCM). She 
was very sick at the time of her death. She was born in Tippapur 
of Medak district. Right from 1986 she was actively working in her 
own village in the activities of ‘Sangam’ especially in organizing 
the bidi workers. From 1989 her dedication to party work 
increased. She was very active in the anti-arrack struggle. In 

June 1989, she joined in Kamareddy squad as a whole time member. As a good leader and 
disciplined squad member, she became very respectable among the people of that area-. In 
1991, she married a comrade. She saw to it that her married life and revolutionary life are in 
no way contradictory. She continued her revolutionary practice with increased determination.  
         Comrade (Vijaya) Rukmabai was in a private house to get treatment for a serious health 
problem. Police rounded up the house and shot her. She was sure of her death in the hands 
of police. Without revealing any secrets she laid down her life. Comrade Rukmabai’s heritage 
is a pride possession of the revolutionaries. She is an exemplary revolutionary. Revolutionary 
flames roused by her will ultimately engulf the exploiters. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comrade Premlatha (Sarada) 
Martyrdom : 15-04-1993 
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Com. Premlatha was born in a poor family in Sultanabad village of Karimnagar 
dt. Her father died when she was still a baby. Her mother had to look after the 
whole family alone. Premlatha had many siblings. Her mother rolled beedis 
and stitched clothes. In spite of the tight economic situation, she could send 
her children to school and Premlatha completed her Intermediate course. 
Premlatha used her academic knowledge to think about the reasons behind 
poverty of which she was also a victim. She came to know about the activities 

of PW and decided to dedicate her life for the cause of new democratic revolution in India. 
She tried for party contact. Some lumpens deceived her saying they would get her party 
contact and harassed her. But she withstood this bravely and finally got the party contact. 
..... 
.... 
 
Comrade Chintha Sammakka (Rama) 
Martyrdom : 15-04-1993 
 

Com. Sammakka was born in a poor adivasi family in Chelpaka village, 
Eturunagaram mandal, Warangal dt. Her mother died when she was a child 
and her father was a drunkard. She was the eldest daughter and so the 
responsibility of the family fell on her. She looked after her younger brother and 
two sisters. Her body was steeled with hard labour. She married the man she 
loved, defying the adivasi traditions there.  
 

Her husband was a RYL activist. He used to work day and night for the organization. In the 
beginning, Sammakka did not understand these politics and used to fight with him demanding 
that he stop working for RYL. Even his sisters used to support her as they were also opposed 
to their brother's participation in these activities. But he was very firm and did not waver under 
their pressure. The repression on him increased and he had to go underground as a full timer. 
So inevitably Sammakka had to come and meet the squad if she wanted to meet him and 
know about his welfare.  
 
When she met the squad, she saw with her own eyes how loving and caring they were with 
each other and how they were striving for the common good of the people. Mainly she was 
inspired by their determination to sacrifice anything for the sake of the people. So she too 
decided to dedicate her life for the movement and told the party. 
She joined the squad as a full timer in 1992 and worked in the Manuguru squad. Since she 
was a hard worker from her childhood, she withstood all the rigours of the squad life easily. 
She carried the heaviest luggages of the squad. She learnt to read and write with 
determination. In the military camp, she could jump a longer distance than the men comrades 
in the pit jump item. She had good memory and within a short period she learnt to remember 
which medicine to give for the different ailments. Soon she became the doctor of her squad. 
She worked as Rama in the Manuguru, Pandava and Kinnera squads for about two years as 
a party member.  
 
When Sammakka went to bring water from the Medaram village tank for the squad she was 
hit by the police in an opportunity raid by them and died. Such a promising working class 
leader was lost to the movement inflicting a great loss to the revolution. She was just 25 years 
old when she died. 
 
Comrade Shantakka                                               
Martyrdom : 19-05-1993 
 
          Comrade Santhakka was born in a ‘Gonda’ family of Cheryal (in Warangal District). In 
the beginning Santhakka opposed the participation of her husband Com. Sattenna in party 
activities. In due course, observing the politics and practice of the party, she also decided to 
work as a full timer. Leaving their son behind, she became a member of the squad of which 
Sattenna was the commander and spent two years of harsh squad life. Comrade Santhakka 
became literate only after joining the party. She used to be in the forefront of all kinds of 
works in the squad and used to express her views without any hesitation. She played her role 
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in solving the problems arising in the squad. With the information given by a 
traitor, comrades Sattenna and Santhakka were arrested by the police when 
they came out for medical treatment. But police could not get a single piece of 
information from these ideal communists even after very cruel torture and so 
shot them dead and repeated the usual fake story of encounter. Though 
knowing the whereabouts of Chityala squad, the firm determination of comrade 
Santhakka in not revealing the information and saving the lives of many 
comrades is exemplary to others. To see the bodies of their beloved leaders 

thousands of people came defying the police repression. Even enduring the lathi charge, they 
paid their homage to those martyr comrades and took an oath to take their path.        
 
Comrade Muthyalu 
Martyrdom : 30-06-1993 
 
Though some people are not activists, they support the movement with all their being. 
Muthyalu was one such comrade. Muthyalu (55) belonged to Zinkibadra village of Sompeta 
mandal in Srikakulam district. She came into contact with the movement through her husband 
Com. Goru Madhava Rao. She understood his progressive ideology and supported him in all 
manners. When he worked in the communist movement and also when he went underground 
during the Srikakulam movement, she faced all kinds of adversities along with her two young 
children. She always looked after the activists who visited their home with lot of affection. In 
that manner she supported the Srikakulam movement. 
 
Then Emergency was declared and Madhava Rao was arrested. He had to spend a long time 
in jail. She withstood bravely this severe repression too.  
In 1982, Rao was released. When the party asked them to go underground according to party 
needs, she did not hesitate even for a moment. She had already gone through a lot because 
her husband was a revolutionary activist. The fact that she unhesitantly went underground 
shows that these adversities did not deter her in the least. She was in UG life from 1985 to 
1990 and did many technical works of the party. She helped the party in many ways later too. 
She always contributed as much as she can to all meetings held in the state or her district. 
She showered affection on the activists like a mother. 
 
Since both of them were activists in the movement they did not have any property. They could 
not give anything to their two daughters when they were married. But Muthyalu never felt bad 
that she could not give them anything. She understood the situation politically. Instead she felt 
proud that she was with the movement.  
 
She died of illness on June 30, 1993. The revolutionary movement had lost an affectionate 
touch with her death.  
 
Comrade Vennela (Leelamma) 
Martyrdom : ..-..-1993 
          
            Comrade Vennela was born in a very poor Dalit agricultural labourer family in the 
village of Bondalapalli in Nagarkurnool taluk of Mahaboobnagar district. Seventeen year old 
Vennela had five sisters. She was brought up quite fondly. She was in a hostel and studied up 
to 9th class. After that, her parents got her married. She was then only 15 years old. Her 
husband, a governent employee in Wanaparthy harassed her immediately after the marriage 
for not bringing enough dowry. Her parents-in-law also harassed her mentally. Unable to bear 
this torture, she divorced her husband and stayed with her parents. In that process she came 
into contact with the peasant guerilla squad of that area.  
         She attended the second state RCS conference at Warangal in May 1990. Taking 
notice of her melodious voice and her willingness to become a full time activist, party sent her 
to Anantapur as a delegate from Mahaboobnagar district, to attend the training classes by 
JNM. 
           Comrade Vennela always used to raise the question of equality of women with men. 
She always used to wear pants and shirt like a male. With good intiative to mingle with 
people, she won the love and confidence of people.  
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After the JNM classes, she expressed her willingness to become a full time activist. Party 
advised her to become trained as a nurse. For that purpose, she again started living in 
Wanaparthy. During that period, her former husband pretended that he loved her, but only 
with the cruel intention of killing her. He could make her believe him and one day he took her 
to a well outside Wanaparthy. His brother, brother-in-law and another friend were already 
waiting there. They molested her and then wrote a suicide note and forcibly took her signature 
on that note. Then she was strangled to death and thrown in the well.  
          Comrade Vennela who was willing to become a full time activist for accomplishing new 
democratic revolution became a victim of dowry and male chanvinism in patriarchial society 
and has become a martyr.  
            Destroying the economic and political factors which are the root cause for patriarchy is 
the true tribute that we can offer to comrade Vennela.  
 
Comrade Sakkubai (Aruna) 
Martyrdom : ..-..-1993 
 

Com. Aruna was born in Timmayapalli of Medak district in a poor family. 900 
acres of patta land of a big land lord Narsimha Reddy of her village was 
occupied by the people under the leadership of the party. She wanted to be 
part of the struggle which would unshackle the feudal chains of her people. 
She used to bring her friends also to meet the squad. Since she lived in 
poverty from childhood, economic problems were not new to her. She not only 
used to weed and cut the harvest but also did difficult jobs like ploughing, 

slicing wood etc along with her brothers. Along with helping her family in the fields, she used 
to make beedis to help sustain her family. When her fathrer harassed her mother, she 
supported her mother by standing up against him. She helped her mother in the household 
work and showered the love of a mother on her brothers. Such was the personality of 
Sakkubai.  
In 1988, Sakkubai came full time into the party and worked as Aruna in the Ellareddy squad 
for some time. Then she worked in Bhimgal in the name of Lakshmi. She met the women 
workers in the beedi factories and explained to them about the exploitation of seths and 
munims. She encouraged them to join the sangams and prepared them to fight for their rights. 
She mobilized the support of other sections of people for the struggles of wage labourers. The 
Gonugoppula land lord America Chenna Reddy was annihilated and his car was blasted in 
order to control the land lords who stood against the land occupation struggles of the 
peasantry. She displayed good initiative in this struggle. She was in the forefront in punishing 
many goons, informers and oppressors of people. She won the enormous confidence of the 
people of her area and tried to fulfill her responsibility as a cell member in the squad well. 
Aruna had always tried to organize and lead the people into struggles even amidst severe 
repression. Though she suffered from severe stomach ache many times and had become 
sick with other illnesses, she worked in the squad with renewed determination climbing hills 
and walking in the forests. She is a role model of a people's leader which all of us have to 
emulate. 
Aruna died in an encounter with the police near Bhairanpur in Banswada area of Nizamabad 
district in 1993. 
 
Comrade Padma (Vijaya) 
Martyrdom : 09-09-1993 
 

On September 9, 1993, a six member squad had taken shelter in Padkal 
village in Nizamabad district. 550 police and para military forces surrounded 
the village. The squad fought for about 24 hours with the enemy heroically. 
The commander killed an STF police and seized an AK-47 from him and 
escaped safely from the encirclement in one of the most heroic incidents in 
the history of the movement. The squad members Vijaya, Lalitha were 
martyred along with three more members in this incident.  

Com. Padma was born in a middle class family in Bachanpalli village, Bhimgal mandal of 
Nizamabad district. Her parents stopped sending her to school after she finished her primary 
school with the feudal ideology that girls don't need higher studies. 19 year old Padma used 
to roll beedies at home. She was inspired by the anti-feudal struggles breaking in her village 
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and in the neighbouring villages. She tried for party contact and after finding the squad, 
expressed her wish to join it. The party advised her to work in the village among women for 
some time and increase her political understanding. She heeded the advice. 
Her parents were against her working in the party and so they sent to her away to their 
relatives' house for some days. But Padma again got hold of the contact of the party and 
joined the squad in the beginning of 1993. She worked as Vijaya in the Sirnapalli squad. She 
used to mingle with all the old and new members in the squad like an old friend.  
On 9-9-1993, the squad took shelter in Padkal. After finishing their meals at night, she came 
downstairs and was talking with the house owner when the police surrounded the house with 
specific information about the squad. Padma was caught unarmed and killed after severe 
torture even while the encounter was going on. Padma laid down her life for the cause of 
revolution at a very young age. Let us emulate her ideals. 
 
Comrade Lalitha  
Martyrdom : 09-09-1993 
 
Com. Lalitha was born in Padkal village of Jakranpalli mandal of Nizamabad. She belonged to 
a poor, dalit family. She had a younger brother. Her parents named her Pushpa. She could 
not go to school at home. She learnt to read and write in the party. She was married at home 
and had a son named Raju. Her husband was Com. Prasad. His name was Rajanna at home. 
After his son's birth, he joined the party. After he joined the party, he taught revolutionary 
politics to Pushpa and inspired her to join the party. Padkal was also a centre of revolutionary 
activities and that also had a good impact on her. So decided to join the party leaving her 
baby boy at home. She worked in the Sirnapalli squad in 91, in Ellareddypet squad in 1992 
and in the Bichkunda squad in 1993. Com. Prasad died in an encounter in a field in Mylaram 
village of Bichkunda mandal in 1992. She overcame that grief and continued firlmly in the 
party. This was not easy for her as he was her friend and guide. She mingled well with the 
comrades in the squad and with the people in the villages. She was a model guerilla in doing 
collective works in the squad and was disciplined.  
 
She used to look very innocent when at home and did not have any education. But she not 
only learnt to read and write but began reading party literature and also became a teacher in 
the squad to other members. This is no small achievement for a poor peasant woman. The 
names of comrades Prasad and Lalitha had figured in the lists of rewards for naxalites. So the 
police had given statements many times asking them to surrender and take the money. But 
they never wavered and continued to work with renewed committment. Just 2, 3 days before 
her martyrdom she met her family members. She died in Padkal which was her own village. 
She was a party member in the squad.  
 
Comrade Velpula Bhagyalakshmi 
Martyrdom : 27-10-1993 
 
        Let us remember the sacrifice and ideals established by Comrade Velpula 
Bhagyalakshmi (Shobha) who dedicated her life for the cause of revolution. Velpula 
Bhagyalakshmi was born 31years ago in Hanamkonda in a poor family. Though Hanamkonda 
is an education centre, Bhagyalakshmi could not even complete her high school education. 
She came in to contact with the revolutionary movement in the year 1982-83 and started 
working secretly. Since 1985, she had been working for the party as a whole timer and in the 
process sacrificed her life, and became a martyr in 1993.  
          
 Comrades Bhagyalakshmi and Puli Anjaiah (Sagar) got married in 1985. Since then she had 
taken up responsibility of the technical work for the North Telangana regional committee for 
some time. She had to change towns and cities as part of her work in technical mechanism. 
She preserved state committee’s funds, secret papers, arms and ammuniation. She learnt 
Hindi, English and Kannada languages very quickly to mingle with the people around her so 
as to avoid any technical problems that can arise. Though she did not have any certificates, 
she joined a private nursing home as a nurse on her own initiative and improved her position 
to a nurse in operation theatre. Soon she gained the confidence of the surgeons as an 
efficient nurse and saved the health and lives of many patients. In spite of her deteriorating 
health, she struggled to keep up her commitment till her last breath.  
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 She worked as a squad member for sometime and attended political classes in North 
Telangana.  
              
 Bhagyalakshmi had to stay in far off places from movement areas, in the dens where arms 
and ammunitions required for the armed struggle are hidden. She not only had left her family 
but also took a decision not to have children with the thought that they may become a hurdle 
in her revolutionary path. Com. Sagar was burdened with many responsibilities and was away 
in the movement areas for long periods of time without any communication with her. So it was 
a lonely life for her. This was especially difficult for her mentally because she loved to be with 
the people and squads always. But she withstood all this for the sake of her work in 
revolution.  
           
 Her elder brother was   kidnapped and killed by the police in 1988, as he was an activist of 
the party. Her younger brother also was killed when a gun went off accidentally in his hand 
while he was working as a squad member in Medak. Though she lost her two brothers, 
Bhagyalakshmi did not loose her heart but fought till her last breath with intensifying class 
hatred on this exploitative system. The ideals established by her as a dedicated and efficient 
comrade in the technical machanism are commendable. The tradition of sacrifice 
demonstrated by comrade Bhagyalakshmi shall inspire the entire women folk to give the 
grave of this exploitative society.  
         
 Let us raise our fists in pledge to carry on the ideals of Comrade Bhagyalakshmi. 
 
 
Friends and Sympathizers of Revolutionary movement who helped it’s cause in various 
forms and at various levels, died premature death due to ill health etc.         
      
Dr. Com. Karuna at the time of her death was working for Post and Telegraphs department 
as medical officer. She was 45 years old then. She was the daughter of comrade Kondapalli 
Seetharamaiah. Brought up in the lap of revolution, Karuna became sympathizer for the 
revolutionary movement and an admirer of revolutionary cultural movement and civil liberties 
movement. Doctor Karuna who used to respond against the atrocities on women and gave 
moral support too, to many women in addition to medical help. She wrote a column in the 
women's page named Manavi in a Telugu daily Udayam under the title "Which doctor can 
cure these diseases?" In this column, she exposed the social, economic and political factors 
behind the illnesses especially of women. Her writings were published under the name 
'Tarjani', the title of one of her stories. Though the volume is small, all her writings hsow her 
depth and feelings and understanding of women's problems. She had a lucid and simple style 
of writing and was a promising woman writer. Her writings were very thought provoking. As a 
member of Mahila Sravanthi, she used to take classes for women regarding the science of 
the body. She used to get inspired by the sacrifices made by the women comrades and 
provided active support as a sympathizer to the revolutionary movement inspiring others till 
her last breath.  
 
                      *                            *                            * 
 
      Comrade Eswari who committed suicide owing to the harassment of her husband, was a 
member of Revolutionary Writers Association (Virasam). She studied privately amidst 
difficulties and participated in the revolutionary literary struggle with her own initiative. In the 
last two years of her 29 years of life she worked for Virasam. She used to work as a proof 
reader in a press and she participated actively in the Krishna district unit of Virasam. Eswari 
invited revolution whole heartedly. 
 
 
 
Comrade Chimri 
Martyrdom : ..-..1993 
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Chimri was born in Pokkur village of Taadigaon Range of Gadchiroli division. The 
revolutionary movement of Gadchiroli attracted many oppressed people of division towards it. 
Chimri was one among them. She raised her voice against the oppression on women by clan 
elders in the name of adivasi rites and customs. She joined the ongoing struggle against the 
sexual harassment of adivasi women by the officers of paper mills in Gadchiroli and against 
naked plundering by the tendu leaf contractors. During this period she developed from being 
an active member of KAMS to be a member of Range Committee of KAMS. Chimri, who was 
participating in the struggle with determination for achieving the liberation of women through 
New Democratic Revolution, met an untimely death due to illness in 1993. Thus revolutionary 
women’s movement of Gadchiroli division had lost a dedicated leader. 
 
Padma  
Biddika Sukku  
Mandangi Sayamma  
Savara Selja  
Jagathi Beeri  
Nimmika Sukku  
Arika Gaya  
Biddika Suru  
Natti Sukku  
Kamala (Rambhakka) ..-..-1972  
Suguna ..-..-1972  
A Squad Member in Warangal ..-..-1991  
Gangakka   
Sharada -05-1992  
Bharati ..04-1993  
Aruna ..09-1993  
 
 
Comrade Vijayalakshmi 
Martyrdom : 15-04-1994 
 

Com. Vijayalakshmi was born in Gonugoppala village of Bhimgal mandal in 
Nizamabad dt. in a middle class family. She used to roll beedis for a living. 
This is like a household work in all the villages there. Thousands of women 
choose to do this work as a secondary work in making a living. The 
company owners and middle men used to deceive the workers in many 
ways using their helpless condition. They used to weigh the leaves in a 
faulty manner and just took away a bundle of beedis for free. Vijayalakshmi 
was a straight forward person and she opposed the injustices perpetuated 

by the owners on them. At the same time she was deceived by a young man who had loved 
her. She got the contact of the squad in 1990 and explained her problem. With the help of the 
squad she married him. But his nature did not change and he left her and ran away from the 
village. Vijaya met the squad again and shared her problem. The squad tried to explain to her 
the nature of the problem as part of the patriarchal, feudal society which gave a free leash to 
men over women. Gradually she developed her understanding about the problems of women 
in this society and decided to join the party in order to establish a society where women and 
men are equal. The party suggested to her to work for some time in the village organizing 
women and gain experience. According to that suggestion, she worked for one year and 
developed her understanding about many issues.  
She was recruited into the Banswada squad in the beginning of 1993 and later was 
transferred to Sircilla squad. In both these areas, police patrolling was intense and she had to 
work cleverly avoiding them. Especially she was interested in working on women's problems. 
She came closer to the women and mingled well with them. In that period the anti-arrack 
struggle rose up on a big scale. People attacked arrack and brandy shops under the 
leadership of the party. As part of this campaign, the squad was resting near a well in the 
fields and the police attacked them with information. 
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On April 15, 1994 police surrounded the squad sleeping near a well in the fields in 
Pothireddypalli village of Ellareddypet mandal. Comrades Vijayalakshmi and Devraju were 
injured and caught alive by the police. They tortured them for four hours asking them to reveal 
the names of militants and the whereabouts of party dumps. Since they could not extract 
anything from them, they just killed them brutally and concocted an 'encounter' story.  
 
 
Comrade Hasina Begum 
Martyrdom : ..-05-1994 
 
Com. Hasina was born in Kulaspur village, Dichpalli mandal, Nizamabad dt. She was married 
but her husband harassed her a lot and so she came back to her parent's home along with 
her son. She lived with her mother and brother and went to work as a labourer. Her brother 
Shadul was in the RYL and his friends who were activists in RYL and other militants used to 
come to their home. She was affectionate with them and gave them food and shelter. She 
preserved party material. She looked after the squad like her own kith and kin even in the 
most difficult times. She was in the forefront of all struggles in her village.   
 
The Kulaspur land lords and bad gentry goaded the police to attack the houses of the activists 
to impede the activities of the Sangam. On the other hand the landlords' goons terrorized the 
people and opposed all party activities in the villages. Com. Buchanna was the Sangam 
leader of Badsi, a nearby village. He was killed in a fake encounter and the Kulaspur, Badsi 
people were so enraged by this that they killed the SP's gunmen in the same place where the 
police had killed Buchanna. This gunman belonged to Kulaspur. So the police used this as an 
excuse and provoked the goons of land lords to attack the house of Shadul. But Shadul was 
not at home and so they dragged Hasina by her hair into the bazar and beat her black and 
blue asking her about her brother. She was stripped and no part of her body was spared from 
the beatings. Not stopping at that, they tied her neck and limbs and threw her in a bonfire. 
She ran and tried to hide herself in drainage but she was not spared. They brought her back 
and burnt her alive in front of all the villagers in that bonfire.  
 
Hasina's death shows how cruel the feudal forces can be when they are challenged by the 
oppressed and are afraid that they would lose their authority. 
Red Salutes to Com. Hasina! 
 
 
Comrade Putlibai (Geetha) 
Martyrdom : 03-06-1994 
 

On June 3, 1994, the police surrounded the squad in Vaddur situated in the 
Bodh area of Adilabad district and in that encounter comrades Reddy Bhimanna 
and Putlibai had died a heroic death fighting the enemy.  
 
Putlibai was born in the Mangi village in a poor family. She was attracted 
towards revolutionary politics ever since she was a child. As her brother was the 
district president of the Girijan Rytu Coolie Sangam, her house and village were 
the centres for Sangam activities. She learnt to read and write singing martyrs 
songs. She used to oppose oppressive adivasi traditions and customs and 
participated in the Sangam activities. She studied till 4th standard in her village. 

Though she was the only daughter of her parents, they never stopped her activities. She used 
to go to work in the fields and explain to the girls and women working there about the 
exploitation by paper mill owners and the sahukars. She exhorted the women to fight against 
all kinds of oppression by joining the revolutionary movement. She became a member of the 
Mangi area KAMS. She led the propaganda batch which propagated revolutionary politics in 
Mangi area. She was in the forefront in the land struggles and struggles for wage increase. 
She led the KAMS women in the famine raid at Dandepalli. She led the people in burning the 
loan deeds. 
 



 28

Her brother was killed in a fake encounter and this increased her class hatred. She joined the 
Mangi squad as Geetha. She worked for some time in the Wankidi squad too. Then she was 
transferred to Khanapur. She used to teach others to read and write in the squad. She 
attended political classes conducted by the party. She attended the military camp and trained 
as a guerilla. She fulfilled the responsibility of the rear guard in the squad. Seeing her 
commitment and determination, she was given party membership. 
 
Geetha expressed her opinions frankly in the meetings. She criticized male domination in any 
form and taught women comrades to fight male domination. 
 
Geethakka was given the responsibility of blasting the clamour mine in the squad whenever 
the enemy attacks. On June 3, 1994, in an encounter with the police, she tried to blast the 
mine but it did not go off. She was hit in the thigh in this encounter. But she tried to retreat 
while continuing to fire even in that immobile condition. She was hit in the back while she was 
retreating and died there.  
 
The dreams and aims of Geetha will always remain with us, guiding us in our pursuit of a 
classless society. 
 
Comrade Padmakka 
Martyrdom : 29-09-1994 
 

Com. Padma was born in Adoni town of Kurnool district. She joined in RSU 
while studying BSc in Arts and Science College in Adoni. She put efforts to 
mobilize women into RSU. Padma was a good orator and had inspired 
people with her speeches when she worked legally in RSU. She was a good 
singer and dancer and she fully utilized her cultural talents for propagating 
revolutionary politics creatively. She wrote songs and dance dramas on 
women’s issues and taught the cadre the steps and how to act. She had a 
husky voice but she brought such liveliness and feeling into it that people 

never minded how her voice was and awaited her songs. She was a multi-talented person 
and one who utilized all those talents to the full for the revolution.  
 
Padma married Com. Linga Murthy (APSCM martyred in 2002). They were an ideal couple 
and still are remembered whenever comrades have to give example of an ideal couple. She 
gave birth to a son and had to be away from her work for four years due to this. It was a 
period of severe repression too, the undeclared war period from 1985 to 1989. But Padma 
continued undeterred in the movement as a PR while looking after her son. But she was not 
comfortable with the fact that she was away from active work and was thinking of joining work 
as soon as possible. Padma was a person who loved people deeply and naturally her bond 
with her son was very deep too. It was not an easy decision. But she knew she would take it 
one day. Finally, Padma left her son when he was three years old and again joined her work 
as an organizer. She worked as a CO in Tirupati from 1990 and built up the women's 
movement in a wide variety of sections there. She was one of the best organizers both among 
men and women and the way she built up a network of contacts in urban areas is worth 
emulating. She tried to involve every person who came into her contact in some way or the 
other.  
 
Padma was one of the key persons in building women's movement in Andhra Pradesh, 
especially in the urban areas. She had laid the foundations for the state women's movement. 
She had exposed the limitations and short comings in feminist ideology and upheld the 
proletarian view on women's question. She participated in running a statewide women's 
magazine and wrote many articles and literary pieces for it. She wrote for other revolutionary 
magazines like Radical March and Aruna Tara too. The series of articles she wrote analyzing 
the female characters in Ramayana, Mahabharata and some other puranas created a stir and 
some conservatives wrote countering them too. She had tried to understand the socio-
economic conditions in which those women had taken the decisions in their lives and tried to 
put before the readers the patriarchal aspects in that society. She had been the key person in 
writing some papers for seminars held on women issues. 
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Padma was chosen to be a member of the first ever women’s sub-committee formed in the 
party. It was formed at the AP level in mid -1994. But even before it held its first meeting, 
Padma was martyred in September. She would have led the committee if she had been alive. 
It is a loss for the women’s movement that it had lost her before she could do so. 
Padma held the promise of becoming a state and central level leader of the party within a 
short time. The party had realized her potential and that was why she was chosen as the first 
state level delegate to the plenum. She was a delegate to the AP state plenum in 1992, the 
first woman delegate to attend a state level plenum in the history of CPI (ML) (PW). She 
attended the AP state plenum in 1994 with another woman delegate and had actively 
participated in all the discussions on documents on both the occassions. She played a key 
role in bringing up the problems of building women's movement in the state to the attention of 
the delegates.   
 
Padma was caught along with APSCM Com. Chintala Venkata Swamy in Nellore town on 
September 29, 1994 and both of them were killed in a fake encounter after severely torturing 
them. Their badly mutilated bodies showed the extent of the tortures they bore but they did 
not reveal a word. Padmakka knew the whereabouts of many comrades and shelters but she 
never opened her mouth. Padmakka stands as an ideal in many aspects while she was alive 
and also in her death. The Maoist women's movement had suffered the most serious loss with 
the martyrdom of a great leader like Padma. Her loss is irreparable. She used to think about 
women's movement in her sleep too. Such was her commitment towards the women's 
movement. 
 
Even in the vast movement, leaders like Padma are rare. She is the rarest of rare women who 
had the potential to develop into a central level leader of the party. On the personal level too, 
she was a very loving and caring comrade who had left an indelible print on one and all. She 
was brutally frank while fighting patriarchal tendencies in the party and is one of the pioneers 
of the fight against it in the whole party. She had the immense confidence of the women 
comrades in the party and could influence all classes and sections of people. Anybody who 
met her once would never forget her lively eyes and the radiant smile. The bondage was 
instant. 
 
She had severe health problems and suffered due to them. But the smile never left her face. 
She took all these problems in her stride and worked hard untiringly for the people. She loved 
her partner a lot but would be the first one to criticize his shortcomings if any. Such was the 
comradely relation between the ideal couple. Younger couples always looked to them for 
inspiration and example. 
A book had been published after her martyrdom with all her writings and with memorial 
poems and writings written about her.  
 
 
Manthena Rajavva 
Martyrdom : ..-12-1994 
 
Rajavva was born in a poor family in Lakkepur village of Manthani mandal in Karimnagar dt. 
She was not in any way connected with the party or the Sangam in the village.  In December 
1994, the ruling classes had brought Punjab Commandos into the villages of Telangana to 
terrorize the people during the elections. When they came to Lakkepur village, Rajavva who 
had already heard about the atrocities these commandos were perpertrating on the people 
was afraid and was locking the door of her house in order to go away to some other place. 
The Commandos asked her in Hindi to open the door. Since Rajavva did not know Hindi she 
did not understand what they were saying. The Commandos just killed her in cold blood in 
front of her house and went away. The people of Telangana rose against such atrocities of 
the Punjab Commandos and finally the government had to withdraw them. But meanwhile 
due to their atrocities people like Rajavva had lost their lives and many more were tortured. 
Establishing a society where poor people like Rajavva can live in peace is the true tribute we 
can pay to her.   
 
 
Sarada (of Manikyapur) 
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Martyrdom : 
Com. Sarada was born in Manikyapur village of Karimnagar dt. in a poor family. She studied 
till 10th standard. She was attracted towards the revolutionary politics in the village and 
understood that women's liberation is possiboe only through armed revolution. Within a short 
period she got recruited into the squad and fulfilled her duties as a squad member. She 
mingled well with her squad comrades. 
 
Comrade Rukmini Bai  
Martyrdom :  
 
Inspired with the newly emerging Balaghat movement Rukmini broke the traditional bonds 
and opposed the authority of the tribal elders. She propagated revolutionary politics in many 
villages. In that course, she had to face the harassment of lumpens. She developed the 
women's movement by controlling such elements. Understanding that New Democratic 
Revolution was the only way for the liberation of woman, Rukmini Bai joined the peasant 
guerrilla squad with determination to contribute for revolution. She was popular as Rukmini 
Bai in the squad. She showed great interest in learning to read and write, to do military 
exercises and learn politics during the ten days of her squad life. Weapon became a part of 
her body. One day enemy encircled them and started firing but she was not perplexed by the 
cannonade of bullets burst by the enemy. At first, leaving her gun in a hurry, she took cover. 
But later she tried to retrieve her gun but lost her precious life in that effort! 
 
Comrade Madkam Subbakka (Phulwati) 
Martyrdom : 03-03-1995 
 
Phulwati was born in a poor tribal family of Tetemadugu (Kistaram Range) village of Konta 
Tehsil in South Bastar. She was inspired by the movement going on against evil headmen, 
landlords, contractors and officers of forest department in those years. They were led by the 
Dandkaranya Adivasi Kisan Mazdoor Sangh (DAKMS). Inspired by the struggling women 
mobilizing under the flag of Krantikari Adivasi Mahila Sanghatan (KAMS), Phulwati became a 
member of the organization in October, 1991. Later, she was elected to the Executive 
Committee (EC) of the organization. Strengthening the women’s organization in the village, 
Phulwati organised women by launching struggles on the problems of tribal women. 
Especially she mobilized tribal women against child-marriages, on the issue of men forcibly 
abducting women and marrying them and against male domination. She even struggled 
against the headmen of the village. 
 
Working in co-operation with DAKMS, she played a prominent role in the mass struggles 
against plundering by money-lenders in the weekly markets. Whenever the guerrilla squad 
visited the village, Phulwati would be certainly present in the meetings. Besides she used to 
gather other girls and women for the meetings. She participated actively in learning and 
teaching revolutionary songs, in gaining military knowledge and in doing military exercises. 
She considered the responsibility of defending the squad as her first priority and more 
important than her life. Phulwati was always ahead in arranging food and water for the squad 
members and in defending the squad like the pupil of her eye. She participated actively in 
seizing the land of landlords and in distributing it to the poor landless farmers. Working in 
KAMS, she understood that there was no other way for the liberation of women other than 
revolution; that until social ownership on the means of production is won, the exploitative 
system would not end; and that equal relations between man and woman would not be 
established. With this understanding Bhimakka joined the guerrilla squad in August 1992 as a 
professional revolutionary (PR). From then on, she worked for five months in the Konta squad 
with the name Subbakka.  
 
Later when she was transferred to another squad keeping in view the needs of the division, 
she accepted the decision of the party heartily. In spite of being in a new area and having to 
learn a new language, with her strong will power and revolutionary devotion she got a good 
hold on the area by learning the language in a short time. She mingled with the people as 
Phulwathi. In the two and a half years of her revolutionary life, she worked very actively for 
more than one year in Basagudem squad and for one year in Keskal squad. She was very 
affectionate towards other members of the squad. She served as an ideal to the other 
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members. Although she was illiterate while living in the village, she became literate in Hindi. 
As a revolutionary worker, she along with the squad participated actively in the struggles 
against headmen, landlords and moneylenders in weekly markets, various types of 
contractors and Kuvvemari Bauxite mines. She was always in the forefront in punishing police 
informers and enemies of the people. While working in the Keskal squad, she fought 
courageously with the police in two encounters within two months. She was always ahead in 
maintaining the disciplinary rules of the squad. In course of her revolutionary life, she married 
one of the comrades in the squad. She also proved with her practice that no contradiction 
need exist between married life and guerrilla life. On March 3rd, 1995, the soldiers of SAF, 
after getting information from an informer, laid a trap in a planned manner at a place, which 
was at a distance of 100 yards from the Narayanpur - Benur Road and attacked the squad 
cruelly. Resisting the attack, the guerrilla squad retreated. But Phulwati who was already ill, 
got martyred in that attack. Later people took her body, paid homage with revolutionary 
traditions and cremated her body. 
 
Comrade Ruppi 
Martyrdom : 06-03-1995 
 

Com. Ruppi (19) was a soldier who defied repression and marched in the 
path of struggle. Ruppi was born in Jarrigondi village of Gudem mandal of 
Visakha district (East Division). She belonged to the Kuvi tribe. Jarrigondi 
was an active centre for the revolutionary movement. So it faced lot of 
repression. Led by DSP Potha Reddy the police burnt down the village two 
times. They looted it. But still the village stood firmly with the movement. 
As the heir of such glorious village Ruppi got recruited into the squad in 
1986 amidst severe repression. She came into the squad opposing the 
patriarchal oppression in the Kuvi tribe. She was one of the first women 

comrades to be recruited in the East Division. At first she worked in Tandava squad and later 
in Ellavaram squad. She worked in Nagulakonda Squad later. She participated in many land 
struggles and labour wages struggles in Ellavaram and Nagulakonda areas. She worked day 
and night during the struggle for fair prices for agricultural produce in 1990-91. Though the 
police chased her brother away from the village after torturing him, to put pressure on her to 
surrender, she did not waver. She severely opposed forceful marriages, child marriages and 
opressive traditions. She built up women's organizations and increased their consciousness. 
She mobilized women into struggles. In the memorial meeting held at Addatheegela in 1990, 
she mobilized thousands of people along with her squad. 
 
Wherever she worked she had close relations with the people. She spent more time with the 
people. She cared for them and asked about their problems. She participated actively in the 
struggles for bamboo rates and fair rate for rajma, land struggles and in the struggles against 
exploitation of forest officials. In that process she withstood the severe repression in 
Nagulakonda area courageously. 
 
She was a responsible comrade in the squad too. She was a straight forward person. She 
criticized comrades without any liberalism. She mingled well with comrades who had 
crtiticized her too. She had married Com. Podugu Mangaraju who was Ellavaram deputy 
commander. He was martyred in an encounter in 1988. She overcame this grief and 
continued firmly. In her whole revolutionary life we can see this quality of withstanding any 
kind of adversities and repression.  
 
She was martyred in the encounter at Janamuru in 1995. The constable Chittibabu who was 
kidnapped during the Anakapalli raid revealed that Ruppi was caught with injuries and that 
they had raped her and killed her. This inhuman beast died in the hands of the people. 
Overthrowing this cruel, patriarchal society which doesn't even spare injured, blood soaked  
women comrades and rapes them is the real homage we can pay to Com. Ruppi. 
 
Comrade Gajjela Suguna 
Martyrdom : 19-04-1995 
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Comrade Suguna was born in a dalit family in Vangara village of Karimnagar which was one 
of the strongest anti-feudal movement villages. After marriage she stayed at Gatla Damera 
village. Her husband was working actively in the Sangam. Sangam and party activities were 
going on actively in the village. These facts inspired Suguna too to work for the people.  
She joined the Women's organization in 1984 and mobilized women into anti-feudal struggles. 
They fought against begar and for increase in wage rates. She joined the party as a full timer 
in 1986. She prepared herself to leave all her kith and kin and joined the underground work in 
Warangal town. She gave shelter to the 'action teams' which were formed to annihilate the 
enemies of the people. Then she was transferred to the armed squads and she worked in the 
Annasagar squad. She became popular within a short period as Lakshmakka. She was 
successful in building a strong women's movement in the area by increasing the political 
consciousness of the women.  
 
She mobilized women into anti-arrack struggles, struggles for land and wage increases etc. 
She mobilized women from about 12 villages (Dammanapet, Unikicherla, Damera, Veleru, 
Sanigaram, Annasagaram, Peesara, Krishnajigudem, Sodashapalli etc) in the anti-arrack 
struggles and they took huge rallies with this demand. Women began participating in people's 
courts and participated in struggles for freedom and self-respect. The police established 
camps in support of the land lords who wanted to crush the struggles. She moved amidst 
these camps secretely and mobilized women into struggles against the brutal atrocities 
perpetrated by the police. She played a good role in mobilizing people into other peasant 
problems like fair prices for agricultural produce, decreasing the rates of fertilizers, for current 
etc. The peasants conducted rallies and dharnas and did militant struggles with these 
demands with the guidance given by comrades like Lakshmakka.  
 
She learnt to read and write in the party and tried to increase her consciousness by reading 
party literature. As part of the severe repression on the party, there were many encounters 
with the police and Suguna escaped safely along with her fellow guerillas by fighting 
heroically with the enemy. People served like water to the fish. She was in the forefront in 
destroying the government propety in protest activities, annihilation of land lords and police 
informers. 
 
She was co-opted into a three member cell in 1991. She was appointed as the deputy 
commander in March 1993. She fulfilled her duties as an ACM well by winning the confidence 
of the guerillas and the people and took part actively in making crucial decisions about the 
area. She attended the Warangal district plenum in 1991 and discussed about the problems 
the movement faced and about the problems of women. She attended the conference of 
Warangal district conference as a delegate in December 1994. There she was elected as a 
delegate to the state level conference. 
 
In February 1995, she was transferred to Palakurthy area and worked as a deputy 
commander. She won the confidence of the people and the guerillas in the two months time 
she worked there before her martyrdom. 
 
The squad had gone to Ainavolu village as part of building the movement in Vardhannapet 
mandal. On April 19, 1995, the squad was talking to the peasantry about their problems and 
at that time, a pin bomb from the hands of Naganna fell down on a rock and it blasted. In that 
blast, the grenade pieces hit Lakshmakka in the heart and she fell down and died on the spot. 
In her decade long revolutionary career, Lakshmakka had established many ideals for us to 
emulate. Let us pledge to carry them forward. 
 
Comrade Jilani Begum (Lalitha) 
Martyrdom : 12-12-1995 
 
On the night of December 12, 1995, the Srirampur organizer Com. Krishnamurthy was 
arrested along with Com. Jilani Begum in Srirampur. They were tortured the whole night and 
were killed in a fake encounter near Sundilla village near Godavarikhani on 13th morming.  
 
Com. Jilani was living with her family in Mandamarri and helped the party in many ways 
between 1977 and 1981. She fought against religious chauvinism and superstitions and 
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followed revolutionary traditions. She wanted to work in the party as a full timer like her 
husband and became one in 1984. After two years, the party asked her to operate from home 
as it suited the party needs and she did so till 1992. Again heeding the call of the party, she 
went underground from the beginning of 1992 and worked in the technical mechanism of the 
party. She was transferred to Srirampur by the party on tech work and while she was residing 
there, she was caught along with Com. Krishnamurthy and laid down her life. She did not 
reveal any secret of the party. She loved Krishnamurthy like a son and we can only imagine 
what she went through when he was being tortured in front of her and later killed. A novel 
"Nettuti Dhara" (Stream of Blood) was written on the life of Jilani by Ramadevi in Telugu and it 
depicted the agony of the last moments of both of their lives. It gives a fair idea about the 
comrade that Jilani was and her persona.  
 
Jilani Begum was the first woman martyr of the Singareni movement. She was from the 
working class and the Muslim community. All these make her a unique revolutionary along 
with her personality which was a very affectionate one.  
 
 
Comrade Poladasari Parvathi 
Martyrdom : 03-02-1996 
 
Com. Parvathi (Rama) was born in Begumpet village in Kamanpur mandal, Karimnagar dt. in 
a poor family. She was inspired by the struggles against women's oppression and feudalism 
in her village and nearby villages and came into contact with the party in 1993. They formed 
the women's organization in their village and fought on women's issues. She realized that 
armed struggle is the only path for liberation and joined the squad in October 1995. As a 
squad member she fulfilled her responsibilities well and learnt to read and write with great 
interest.  
 
By 1996, the people of North Telangana had successfully occupied thousands of acres of 
lands of the land lords and were forming gram rajya committees which were revolutionary 
people's councils working as people's power organs. On the night of January 2, 1996 at 11 
p.m., the people and the squad were conducting a people's court. The police surrounded 
them and in a gruesome manner reminding one of the Jallianwalahbag massacre, they killed 
about 9 persons of whom five were villagers. Rama was injured in this attack and was almost 
unconscious when she was caught by the police and was killed on 3-2-1996. People took her 
body in a rally in Begumpet village and paid red homage to her and pledged to carry forward 
her aims. 
 
Comrade Vijayakka 
Martyrdom : ..-..-1996 
 
Comrade Jyothi (Bayya Veladi) 
Martyrdom : 23-03-1996 
 

Till 1986, Bayya was one of the members of the Adivasi Mahila Sanghatan 
of Gadchiroli Division. By 1991, when the ‘Adivasi Mahila Sanghatan’ 
assumed the shape of ‘Kranthikari Adivasi Mahila Sanghatan’ spread all 
over DK, Bayya had already achieved five years of experience in the 
guerrilla squad and was known as Jyothi. By the time of her martyrdom in 
the Dhiri-Murum encounter on March 23rd, 1996, she had gained vast 
experience in people’s war in a decade’s time. She progressed in her 
guerrilla life from a peasant guerrilla squad to the military squad, and then 
to the platoon. She was one of the women members of the first platoon 
built up in Dandkaranya. The life of Jyothi was so much intertwined with 

revolutionary movement of Gadchiroli Division that it cannot be separated. 
 
Thirty years ago, Bayya Veladi was born in Bangarampet village under Kamlapur range, Aheri 
Tehsil of District Gadchiroli. She was the only daughter of her family. Before getting 
acquainted with the revolutionary movement, she bore everything like any other tribal girl till 
the age of 16. From childhood, she used to participate in the agricultural labour. She bore 
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silently the outrage and atrocities of the officers while working as a labourer in the forest 
department and while cutting bamboo for the paper mill. She spent her childhood and youth 
under clan authority. From 1982 itself, the life of the villagers of Bangarampet got linked to the 
Revolutionary movement. The credit for devoting its dear children to the revolutionary 
movement goes to this village. Comrade Torrem Shankar (cousin brother of Jyothi) was the 
first martyr of this village who was killed by the police in a fake encounter. Comrade Sedmek 
Sita, the first woman martyr was a cousin of Jyothi. Sita was overjoyed on seeing Jyothi in the 
squad. Encouraging her decision, she asked her to continue the struggle till her last breath. 
Jyothi sacrificed her life in the path of Sita and fulfilled her hopes. The disruption of the 
Kamlapur conference by the police in February 1984 gave a new turn to the history of 
Gadchiroli district. The Adivasi Kisan Mazdoor Sanghatan formed and working only in 
Gadchiroli District till then, became a familiar word to the outer world with this meeting. It also 
left a deep impression in Kamlapur and its nearby ranges. Bayya participated with zeal in the 
preparations of the conference and publicity campaign. The tribals are distressed by 
oppression, outrage and exploitation since generations. Besides this, women were facing 
exploitation under traditional customs too. ‘The Adivasi Mahila Sangatan’ built up in the year 
1986 under these circumstances is a proof that the rising young generation is not at all ready 
to bear the repression of clan authority. Bangarmpet became the coordination centre for the 
women’s organization. Due to the initiation of Bayya and other members of the women’s 
organization, the meetings of village and range organizations were successfully held. From 
then on, with the development of the Adivasi Mahila Sangatan into Krantikari Adivasi Mahila 
Sangathan, the development women took place side by side.  
 
In Bangarampet the village tribal headmen opposed the building up of Mahila Saghatan. After 
opposing them in all the ways she can, Bayya was eager to teach them a lesson with the help 
of the of the squad members. Jyothi, who was determined to defeat patriarchy, was very 
happy to see the squad giving warning to the Panchs of the Panchayat. In this process, by 
February 1987 she joined the guerrilla squad as a PR. She was the first woman of the village 
to hold the gun. Jyothi participated in the preparations for the first conference of DK Party in 
1987 as a member of the protection squad. She participated in the military training camp held 
in August 1987. In spite of the squad and party life being new to her, without any hesitation 
she mingled with all in a friendly manner. She married a fellow guerrilla in 1988 and till her 
death she always put work above married life. Understanding that in the life of a revolutionary 
guerrilla, extra difficulties would occur due to children she opted not to have children. Jyothi 
was a very lively guerrilla. She used to participate enthusiastically in singing and dancing. 
When she used to sing in her melodious voice, the song written in the memory of martyr 
Comrade Puli Anjanna, it appeared as if she was really waiting for Anjanna’s return from the 
East. Anjanna was with the Ahiri squad on the day when Jyothi joined the squad. To day the 
martyrdom of both continues to inspire millions. Jyothi used to participate passionately in 
cultural programmes. She liked the group dance more. On the occasion of ‘All India Special 
Conference’ of the Party in 1995, participating in the group dance for many revolutionary 
songs, she filled the venue of Charu Mazumdar Commune with enthusiasm. Learning to read 
and write in the party, gradually she became capable of reading magazines like Kranthi, 
Prabhat and Jung in her squad life. Writing poems with the name of ‘Jyothi’ she joined the list 
of writers of DK. She proved that the slogan ‘everyone is a writer’ is true.  
 
In January 1996 on the occasion of Gadchiroli Plenum she participated in the quiz 
competition and was selected the ‘best contributor’ for collecting news. A Central Committee 
member presented a novel to her in appreciation of this work. The military life of Jyothi serves 
as a model for every guerrilla. Due to the increasing importance of military tasks in DK 
movement, need for separate military squads arose. Hence she was selected the member of 
the first military squad formed in Gadchiroli division. In 1991, while participating in the military 
training camp, she fractured her leg in the long jump. This pain remained with her till end. Her 
foot used to swell while walking continuously for miles or while walking in the mountainous 
regions. Without caring for the physical inconvenience, she used to fulfill the duties of a squad 
member with military discipline. She enhanced her military  understanding while participating 
as a student in the military training camp organised in the year 1993-94. Jyothi participated in 
all the military activities of the platoon and Ahiri squad and fulfilled all her responsibilities 
commendably. With the aim of destroying the Gadchiroli movement, the Maharashtra 
government started many repressive measures under the Special Action Plan. After 1992, the 
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government started ruling at gun point by increasing repressive measures like sexual 
atrocities on women, fake encounter killings, massacres, forcing mass organization members 
to resign etc. The pressure on the families of local comrades who joined the squads was 
increased to get their sons and daughters to surrender. Even under the cruel repression, 
Jyothi remained determined in her principles. For a long time, she was in the Ahiri squad and 
faced enemy repression. Participating in actions like Dubbagudem ambush, Jyothi fought the 
enemy onslaught. 
 
There was one more special quality to learn from Jyothi - not to tolerate male domination. She 
used to oppose openly whenever women were treated inferior in the squads. She used to 
vehemently oppose the person -whether he is a leader or a member - if he insulted women. It 
is not an exaggeration to say that the reason behind the increasing respect for women from 
men in the squads today is due to the struggles waged by comrades like Jyothi. Jyothi was 
one of those comrades who took initiative in correcting her comrades and opposed patriarchal 
attitudes. Jyothi was an example for all the women in accepting progressive and new 
thoughts. Wherever an argument began on ‘guerrilla woman’s long hair’, she always stood in 
favour of cutting off the long hair. She strongly opposed the Hindu traditions, which entangled 
women in traditional bonds in the form of ornaments like bangles, bindi, chain etc. After the 
year 1994 Jyothi stopped wearing all these things. Every year on the occasion of International 
Women’s Day - 8th March, she always engaged herself ardently in the programmes. At 
different occasions she used to express her thoughts without any hesitation standing on the 
stage near the flag. In this way, establishing ideals in every work she did, Jyothi was elected a 
member of Squad Area Committee on 9th Feb 1996. According to the needs of revolutionary 
movement Jyothi left Gadchiroli and went to Bhandara. But within a month she got martyred 
while fighting courageously in an encounter with the enemy. Although Jyothi has physically 
departed, her ideal, determination and aim will always inspire us. We will continue this fight till 
last breath while walking in the footsteps of martyrs. We will complete their incomplete aim. 
Fulfilling her aim will be a true homage to this heroic fighter. 
 
Comrade Prameela (Birju Bai) 
Martyrdom : 23-03-1996 
 
Birju Bai, born in a poor tribal family of Rasimetta village under Laanji Tehsil of Balaghat 
district started her revolutionary life from May 1994. Prameela started moving towards 
revolutionary politics due to her hatred towards life shackled in the traditions of clan authority 
and conservative bonds acting upon the women of tribal society. She got exalted on meeting 
the guerrilla squad whenever it came to her village. She always gave full cooperation to the 
squad. She had boundless love for martyr comrade Azad (Kosraju Gandhi). Four comrades 
including 
 
Azad got martyred while fighting courageously with the enemy in an encounter near Mandwa 
on May 1994. Prameela selected NDR politics as the objective of her life after hearing this 
news and armed herself. She joined the class struggle due to her wrath towards the 
murderous government, which killed four comrades including her dear leader. Then, she 
started her party life with Malajkhand squad. She strictly followed the military discipline in her 
revolutionary life of two years. She proved her ability by completing with determination every 
responsibility given to her. When she left her area Paraswada and went to Darekassa as per 
the decision of the party a revolutionary determination shone on her face. She used to 
participate in the organizational and military activities of squad with great sincerity and 
devotion. She never had any hesitation in fulfilling the responsibilities as a squad member. On 
22nd March, she stood firmly along with her comrades fighting courageously against the 
enemy attack near Dhiri Murum. The enemy surrounded from all sides and started 
cannonading with machine guns. But she did not become panicstricken and sacrificed her life 
along with Santhosh, Jyothi and Rama, fighting fearlessly with the enemy. We will carry 
forward the struggle for fulfilling the dreams of our beloved martyrs of Balaghat movement. 
 
Comrade Rama (Bichchakka Madavi) 
Martyrdom : 23-03-1996 
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The name of Cheenda Gaon has been linked permanently with the history of guerilla squad of 
People’s War, which entered into Maharashtra for survey in the month of July-August 1980. 
From 1981, this small village of 20 houses in Ahiri Tehsil under Jimmalagatta Range is 
continuously siding with the revolutionaries till now. Rama was born 22 years ago in the 
Madia community of this village residing on the banks of Indravati River on the borders of 
Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra. Her parents named her Bichchakka. The life of Rama 
was intertwined with the development of revolutionary movement of this region. From 
childhood she had boundless love for the squad. Whenever the squad arrived in the village, 
she used to jump with joy. She started working in the women's organization at a very young 
age as a teenager. She fulfilled every responsibility given to her by the party with full 
dedication. Born in a poor farmer family, Rama used to work as a labourer in forest 
department works, road construction works etc even while doing agricultural labour. She 
opposed the exploitation and tyranny faced by the labourers. She tried to awaken the 
labourers working with her by instilling self-confidence in them. Madia women faced additional 
suppression due to the prevalent conservative traditions - from tattooing to forcibly removing 
the blouse. She undertook the challenging task of ending these traditions. With the 
determination to change the social system, she walked ahead in the path of struggle. 
Rama even while contributing actively in the village organization and KAMS Range 
Committee was eager to join in the squad as soon as possible. Whenever she met the squad, 
she never forgot to demand for her recruitment into the squad. At last her wishes came true in 
1990.  
 
Rama was now an armed guerrilla. She started a new life leaving behind the traditional life. 
Rama, who wished to liberate women facing poverty insult and discrimination at every step, 
accepted the responsibilities of a squad member delightfully. She went from Ahiri to 
Chamurshi Area without any hesitation, where she started her guerilla life. In Chamurshi area, 
she fulfilled her responsibilities with discipline till October 1995. Chamarshi was a new area 
for the guerrilla squad and moreover informers were a serious problem there. She didn’t lose 
heart seeing these adverse conditions. She stood steadfast along with her comrades in all the 
activities of the squad, from punishing informers to attacking the police. She won the 
confidence of her comrades and people. In the encounters with the police in Jadgaon, 
Kuttekanar and Rengawai villages, she resisted the enemy fiercely along with other squad 
members. Rama participated in the opportunity ambush laid by the squad for restricting the 
movements of the enemy. She skillfully fulfilled all the responsibilities of a squad member 
including the duties of sentry. She used to compete to be equal with her male comrades in 
every work. Guerrilla life is indeed a political school. She got basic education along with 
revolutionary politics. She got party-membership in the year 1991. She worked hard to 
understand squad life and the life of the people. Rama chose squad commander Santhosh as 
her life partner. This newly married couple led a successful married life till two years 
observing all the ideals of the squad life. Both of them decided not to have children. They 
accepted revolution as their life. They loved the people. In this way both of them became 
memorable leaders in the hearts of people. Santhosh (Durganna) got martyred in an 
encounter in July 1993. She did not lose heart even after losing her life-partner. She 
continued her guerrilla life with the great aim of fulfilling the dreams of martyrs. 
 
In Gadchiroli division, a series of fake encounters began after the death of Santhosh in the 
brutal onslaught of the state. At least 70 comrades were killed brutally by the police in the 
Division from July 1993 to August 1994. Under a special campaign, intense combing 
operations were carried on, particularly in Etapalli squad area. Hundreds of policemen 
participated in this combing operation. Rama set an example by fulfilling the responsibilities of 
a guerrilla even under such severe repression. Rama became the member of Etapalli squad, 
which was merged with Chamurshi guerrilla squad due to repression. Even while continuing 
as a member of Etapalli squad, Rama took the responsibility of organising Chamurshi area, 
as she was one of the senior party workers who had profound relations with the area. 
Fulfilling this responsibility till 1995, Rama went to Balaghat Division on the decision of Party. 
Rama grew up in revolutionary politics while gaining experience in the village organization by 
opposing conservative traditions. She never failed to oppose male domination and patriarchal 
tendencies whenever they appeared in the squad.  
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Rama sacrificed her life fighting the exploitative system for achieving the liberation of women 
in the path of NDR. She was martyred in the Dhiri Murum encounter. True homage to Rama 
would be to continue the legacy of her struggle. 
 
 
 
Comrade Ramanakka (Latha) 
Martyrdom : ..-03-1996 
 

Com. Ramana was born in Chainpaka village in Chityal mandal, Warangal 
dt. in a poor family. She had three elder brothers and was doted upon. 
Since her childhood she used to meet the squad with her brother and learnt 
to sing revolutionary songs. She studied till 7th standard in her village and 
joined the Bal Sangam. She used to bring food and water for the squad. 
She was very affectionate with the guerillas even as a child and showed 
great interest in learning politics. In 1990, her brother Saranna was 
martyred in a fake encounter and with his inspiration she decided to 
dedicate her life too for the people. 

 
She developed actively as a member of the Chityal VMS and mobilized women into anti-
arrack struggles. She mobilized people against the atrocities and exploitation of the land lords 
and attacked their homes. She distributed their property to the people under the leadership of 
the Sangam.  
 
The movement was developing in leaps and bounds in the Chityal area and so the police 
raided Latha's home and tortured her parents and her brother seriously. Her brother Linganna 
could not bear all this and had committed suicide. This only served to increase class hatred in 
her. 
 
She became the women's team in-charge and led the women in the area. She read party 
literature with lot of interest and discussed politics with her comrades. To develop herself 
militarily, she used to do PT and drill regularly. As the repression increased, she joined the 
Chityal squad in 1993. She was in the forefront in all peopls's struggles and in protest 
programmes. She participated in the blasting of Challagarige state bank, Sundaramma's 
house in Akinepalli, land lords' house in Dwarakapet and in the mine blast at Bhoopalpalli.  
Then she became the commander of the LGS. Increasing her political consciousness, she 
developed to the level of taking political classes for women and Sangam members. 
 
She was frank and straight forward in criticizing patriarchy in the squad. She used to tell the 
women comrades to overcome their backwardness and develop theri individuality. 
Latha worked hard to develop the movement in Chityal area. She mobilized peasantry on a 
vast scale on their problems. She gave military training to the young men and women who 
were joining the Sangams. She put efforts to develop the student movement too by mobilizing 
the students on their problems.  
 
Latha resisted the attacks on the squad by the enemy who was bent on annihilating the 
squad. In 1996 March, the squad had taken shelter near Morancha stream for its committee 
meeting. The police were combing like mad dogs all the water points in the borders of 
Karimnagar and Warangal districts after the raid and blasting of Pothkapalli police station. 
Latha had gone to answer nature's call and she observed the police batch. She alerted the 
squad by shouting like a deer. Even as she was taking cover to fire, the police opened rapid 
fire on her and she died there. 
 
Though she knew that she would become a targer if she gave signal, she alerted her fellow 
comrades and saved their lives.  
 
It is a great loss to the whole party to have lost such a brave guerilla and a raising woman 
leader who was efficient in the political, organizational and military fields equally. She was 
young, dynamic and had great commitment towards her people and comrades - qualities of 
which great leaders are made of. Let us pledge to carry forward her lofty aim.  
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Comrade Vinoda (Swaroopa/Aruna) 
Martyrdom : 22-04-1996 
 

On 22nd April 1996, Swaroopa got martyred in an encounter near Chindari 
village in Khairagarh Tehsil of Rajnandgaon dt. under Balaghat division. 
She was linked with the party and revolutionary movement for about 15 
years. The untimely death of Swaroopa, a senior member and dedicated 
worker of the party is a heavy loss to the movement. Swaroopa was born 
in a poor dalit Christian family in Peddammagadda village near 
Hanamkonda of Warangal district in Andhra Pradesh. Her parents named 
her ‘Vinoda’. She was the last child of her parents. She had four brothers 
and sisters. Her parents performed her marriage after passing 10th 

standard. She was harassed by her in-laws. Comrade Ramana was her maternal uncle. 
Ramana got martyred in an attack by landlords and hooligans of Peesara. With the help of 
Ramana she opposed the atrocities of her in-laws. In those days comrades like Ailayya and 
Haribhushan (who are not alive today) used to come to her house. She was politically 
influenced and inspired by these comrades and helped the party from 1980 to 1983 in many 
ways. In 1983, she joined the party as a full time worker. She played an active role in 
organising women and slum-dwellers on local problems in Warangal city. In 1984, Vinoda 
entered the DK area. She was the first female guerrilla in the East Division. She was known 
as ‘Aruna’ in Sabari guerrilla squad. In the beginning, party had to face the attacks of Paila 
Vasu group in East Division. Opposing the attacks of this group, she played an active role as 
a member of Sabari squad in propagating party politics among the masses. In 1986, 
participating in the Daragadda ambush, which is the first successful ambush in the history of 
Party, she killed one policeman. She participated in the abduction of seven IAS officers near 
Gurtedu in 1987 for compelling the government to release seven arrested comrades. 
 
In 1987, an unfortunate incident took place. Swaroopa slipped while walking in the dark and 
her spleen got injured. Her health started deteriorating day-by-day due to filling of puss in the 
spleen and she had unbearable pain in the stomach. She worked in the squads in this 
condition for one year. In 1989 doctors did an operation after which she lost her resistance 
power. She began falling ill often. By the end of 1989 after taking party’s permission, she went 
to the plains to take rest. After taking rest for some days she worked with the technical 
department from September 1990 to 1996. She learned the work of manufacturing and 
repairing guns and hand grenades with enthusiasm and interest. She completed every 
responsibility given by the Party honestly. She was promoted to the AC. The enemy shot her 
dead from close in the Chindari firing. Swaroopa worked tirelessly for the liberation of the 
masses till her last breath. She was not only a good comrade, but also a good writer. She 
praised the sacrifices of martyrs in most of her poems written under the pen name 'Jwala’. 
She sacrificed her life while trying to achieve the lofty aim of martyrs! 
 
Comrade Pothanapalli Rukmini (Aruna) 
Martyrdom : 29-05-1996 
 

Com. Rukmini (26) was born in a lower middle class family in Boddapadu 
(Srikakulam division). She had three younger brothers. Since she was the 
eldest daughter, she had a key role in maintaining the family. 
 
In the glorious Srikakulam movement 11 comrades from Boddapadu were 
martyred. To this day, the influence of the movement on the village is strong. 
After the setback of that movement too, this village remained the centre for 

many ML groups. Rightist parties like Janashakthi, Liberation, Prajapandha and leftist groups 
like Lin Piao group are present in the village. The influence of Liberation is more. Rukmini's 
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family was sympathetic to the Lin Piao group which boycotted polls. Especially her father 
participated in party activities. Their house was a good shelter for the party activists. 
 
People's War party activities started in Uddanam area in 1983. Gradually the struggles 
created an impact on the whole area and on Boddapadu as part of it. The land lords could not 
tolerate this and murdered party organizer Salina Bhoga Rao of Bahadapalli in Uddanam. 
This infuriated the people and in 1989 the land lord of Bahadapalli was killed by the party. It 
created a good impact on the people. 
 
During the 1990 legal period, many struggles broke out and people mobilized on a large 
scale. The impact of PW was vast. 20 year old Aruna also got attracted to the party. It is worth 
mentioning that she chose PW in spite of the domination of the rightist Liberation and the 
influence of leftist politics. Her close relative Chittekka was with Prajapandha at that time. 
Though she liked her, she did not choose to join that party.  
 
Rukmini went to attend the Rytu Coolie Sangam conference in Warangal in 1990. She 
attended as a delegate to the RYL district conference. With that inspiration she had 
participated in many propaganda campaigns. She became a full timer in July 1990 and joined 
the Uddanam squad. Though she had family responsibilities she chose to take up the 
responsibility of the society.  
 
After some days she married the commander of the squad. Rukmini participated in all 
struggles of the Uddanam area. Uddanam area is known for cashewnuts. For the increase in 
rates and against the deception in weighing, struggles were conducted for about 5,6 years 
since 1989. Many struggles broke out with the demand that the government should buy the 
nuts and that it should establish markets. Every year markets were opened only after people' 
struggles. 
 
There are hundreds of acres of cashew nut orchards in Ratti, Mendu areas. Every year 
auction is conducted by contractors. People struggled in 1968 too with the demand that they 
should be distributed to the people. Though many ML parties functioned in that area] none of 
them took up that demand again. PW took up the demand in 1983. Due to these struggles the 
auction was stopped every year. People had seized the harvest. Aruna's efforts were part of 
all these struggles.  
 
In the coastal areas there was a big struggle in 1989 and 1990 to distribute the orchards of 
landlords to the people. People occupied the orchards on a big scale. People attacked the 
100 acre coconut orchard of Punjab Singh many times and had seized the harvest. Aruna 
mobilized people in all these struggles. She played an active role in building Bhoga Rao's 
martyr column and in conducting the memorial meeting.  
 
Anti-liquor struggles also broke out on a large scale. At first the demand was to reduce the 
rates and then for total boycott. As part of the struggle Sompeta godown was attacked and 
Aruna was part of it. A liquor shop in Pundi was also destroyed. Since it was located 30 kms 
away they had to travel and return the same day. But Aruna participated in this difficult action 
with spirit along with other guerillas. 
 
Due to these vast struggles, the mass base of the party increased. The other ML parties 
started bad propaganda against PW. As a result, a conflict situation arose. The Chandra Pulla 
Reddy group resorted to armed attacks. The PW squad had attacked their squad in 
retaliation. Aruna participated in it. 
 
Pinninti Madhava Rao was with Prajapandha party and the Congress and worked as an 
informer. The squad annihilated him. Aruna participated in the action and in punishing some 
more informers. She was part of the team which seized a gun from a land lord. She 
participated in destroying the salt factory of Kanithi Viswanadham protesting the fake 
encounter of Comrades Puli Anjanna and Bhagya in 1992 and in burning of Haripuram 
railway station protesting the arrests of Nimmaluri Bhaskara Rao and others. 
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She participated in the division military camp in 1992. She became a party member in 1992 
and became a member of Uddanam squad cell. In 1994 she became an ACM. She learnt to 
read and write in the party. She grasped politics well and tried to teach whatever she learnt to 
the people. Due to her development she became an ACM within a short period. 
 
She was transferred to the East Division in 1995. Her whole life was linked with the Uddanam 
area but she did not hesitate to go to a new area. She changed her name to Sandhya in East 
Division. She took up the responsibilty of building women's organizations in Korukonda area 
and succeeded in building them on a vast scale. She mobilized people and especially women 
in the struggles for fair rates for rajma and for wage increases of coffee plantation workers. 
Since she mingled well with the people, it was never a problem for her to mobilize them.  
Her health got severely damaged due to frequent malaria fever. She became weak. But she 
still worked actively. She liked songs and she inspired people with her songs. Seeing her 
interest, the party selected her to participate in the cultural workshop as a student. She 
improved her cultural skills there with good initiative. One day in the night the comrade in 
sentry duty did not see her and fired thinking that it was a bear. Bears were a great menace in 
that area. Aruna was hit fatally and fell down with a shriek. She suffered a lot and finally died 
at 7 a.m. on May 29, 1996. All her colleagues cried inconsolably to have lost such a valuable 
comrade in such a tragic manner. 
 
She died in the Ranginaguda area which comes under the Odisha pocket of Korukonda area. 
The villagers and the guerillas bid her farewell with revolutionary honours. They pledged to 
carry forward the aims of the comrade who had left her parents and worked for them. 
 
Comrade Niranjana 
Martyrdom : 23-06-1996 
 
On May 23, 1996, Com. Madireddy Sammireddy who was the leader of Singareni workers' 
movement and the Singareni Belt Committee was surrounded in a house in Naspur colony of 
Srirampur by hundreds of policemen. In one of the most heroic resistance instances in the 
revolutionary movement, Sammireddy had fought alone for hours together with them, killed 
two police and injured some and finally was martyred. It was the house of Com. Niranjana 
whose husband was a Singareni mines worker and a sympathizer of the movement. 
Niranjana and her husband Krishna Reddy have been giving shelter to the party since many 
years. Since the police came to know that Sammireddy was using that shelter, he stopped 
going there. But on that day when he went to another worker's house, the quarter was locked 
and so he went to this house. When 30 policemen surrounded the house at first he tried to 
escape with Niranjana but could not completely get out of their encirclement and went into 
another house. After a heroic resistance for 10 hours he was martyred in that house. 
Niranjana was arrested and tortured in one of the most brutal manners and killed. Niranjana 
was killed in this manner in order to terrorize the people, especially those who were willing to 
give shelter to the party comrades.  
 
Comrade Todeti Kamala 
Martyrdom : 19-10-1996 
 
Com. Kamala was born in Machupet village of Mutharam mandal, Manthani area, Karimnagar 
dt. Since her family was sympathetic to the party, she developed affection for the party since 
she was a child. Since 1992, she began meeting the squad regularly and had attended 
political classes too. With the aspiration to work for the people as a full timer she joined the 
Manthani squad in 1994. Though she was sick at times, she tried to take part in all the 
collective jobs in the squad. She withstood all kinds of difficulties and repression and became 
a party member. Later she worked for some time in the Peddapalli squad. She learnt to read 
and write in the party. She learnt to sing and dance. She participated bravely in the 
Pothkapalli raid where the guerillas attacked the police station and seized weapons.  
A Squad member named Rajaih and Kamala were sent on some party work and they 
travelled in civil clothes. The police caught them on way and tortured them severely for party 
secrets. Though they knew many party secrets including the whereabouts of the squad, they 
did not reveal anything upholding the highest communist ideals. The police killed both of them 
in cold blood on 19-10-1996 in the Odela hills and as always concocted an 'encounter' story.  
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Comrade Kanakalakshmi 
Martyrdom : 20-10-1996 
 
Com. Kanakalakshmi was born in Thanapur village of Kamanpur mandal of Peddapalli area, 
Karimnagar dt. She came into party contact in 1992. Since then she mobilized and led women 
in the struggles for wage increases of labourers and for stopping the sale of liquor. She led 
the struggles in the village and became a darling of the people. She attended the political 
classes two times and increased her political knowledge. She tried to mobolize people into 
class struggle continuosly. In that process, she was arrested and tortured. But she never 
turned back. Instead her commitment increased more and she decided to dedicate her life for 
the revolutionary movement.  She joined the squad in September, 1996. She was transferred 
from Peddapalli squad to Jagityal squad. While on her way to Jagityal squad, she took shelter 
with another comrade in a house in Narsimhulapalle in Sarangapur mandal. The police were 
tipped off about them by an informer and they arrested both of them on October 20, 1996. 
They were tortured and killed brutally. Though the revolutionary life of Com. Kanakalakshmi 
was short, her ideals are forever. Her sacrifice will forever inspire the people.  
 
Comrade Alisetti Amruthamma 
Martyrdom : 22-10-1996 
 
Com. Amruthamma (Neelamma) belonged to the Machupet village of Mutharam mandal in 
Manthani area of Karimnagar dt. She was recruited into the squad in 1990. She worked for 
some time in the Manthani squad as a member. Due to ill health she could not continue in 
that work and after eight months she opted out of the squad life. But as both she and her 
husband wanted to work for the revolution, they discussed with the party and the party 
suggested to them to settle in Vijayawada and help the party. Though they both lived a life 
outside the party, they both gave primary importance to the needs of the revolution. 
Amruthamma had good commitment towards the people and the revolution. 
 
Com. Kamala was caught while going to Vijayawada on party work by the police and killed. 
Amruthamma and her husband Gattaiah were caught with the help of the address which 
Kamala had with her at that time. Both of them were arrested and after severe torture they 
were killed on October 22, 1996 and their bodies were thrown on the outskirts of Kalwacherla 
village in Kamanpur mandal of Karimnagar dt. As usual an 'encounter' story was concocted 
by the police.  
 
Amruthamma had laid down her invaluable life for the revolution and the establishment of the 
New Democratic society is the best tribute we can pay to her as homage.  
 
Comrade Garige Shobha (Rama) 
Martyrdom : 04-11-1996 
 
Com. Shobha belonged to the village Chelpur of Annasagar area and she was a member of 
the Sangam. She was caught and killed in a fake encounter on the night of November 4, 1996 
near the village Hanumanthapur of Narmetta mandal. 
 
Comrade Madavi Lakshmi 
Martyrdom : 18-11-1996 
 
Com. Madavi Lakshmi was born in Kuchalapur village of Bodh mandal in Adilabad district. 
She opposed the harassment of her husband and her in-laws. She wanted to get out of this 
forceful wedlock. Her parents had married her off against her will. Finally she took divorce. 
Her parents insisted that she should remarry. But she did not agree. She participated in many 
struggles against caste oppression and exploitation of land lords. She learnt of revolutionary 
party through her elder brother and decided to join the squad. The Party asked her to work for 
some more time in the Sangam in the village and she agreed. She mobilized women into the 
Sangam and helped the squad in doing works.  
 
The guerillas had conducted a heroic raid on the Sirpur police station and the police were 
enraged. They began attacking villages like mad dogs. Lakshmi's brother Sekrao was the 
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Bodh area president of Adivasi Rytu Coolie Sangam. On November 17, 1996, they raided the 
house of Sekrao and arrested him. Lakshmi tried to stop them but she was also taken along 
with him. The villagers tried to rescue them but they were threatened. Both the brother and 
sister were tortured severely. They raped her in front of him. Then they made them wear 
military dresses and killed both of them on 18-11-1996. Their bodies were thrown on the 
outskirts of their village and as usual an encounter story was concocted. Both of them did not 
reveal anything to the enemy in spite of the severe torture. The sacrifice of this brother and 
sister will not go vain. The oppressed people will definitely avenge their death.  
 
Comrade Vijaya 
Martyrdom : 
 
Comrade Dornala Vasantha 
Martyrdom : 29- 01-1997 
 
Com. Vasantha was born in Sambhunipalle village in a poor family in Huzurabad area, 
Karimnagar dt. She came into party contact in 1987, inspired by the anti-feudal struggles in 
her village. She mobilized women in land struggles and in anti-patriarchal struggles in her 
village. In 1991, a constable tried to rape a woman when she was returning home after going 
to see a film with her husband. Women marched to the police station demanding punishment 
to the constable. Vasantha's role was central in this agitation. In 1991 she mobilized the 
peasants into a rally demanding fertilizers from the government. When the police tried to stop 
the rally, she held a rasta roko and foiled their attempts.  
 
She became a full timer in 1995 and joined the Husnabad squad and fulfilled her 
responsibilities efficiently. She attended the classes for women comrades in 1996 and put 
forth her opinions about the development of the women's movement discussing deeply on the 
subject. 
 
The enemy surrounded their squad on 29-01-1997 and started firing. Vasantha fought bravely 
and laid down her life for saving the lives of her comrades. Let us pay glorious homage to this 
brave soldier.  
 
Comrade Syamala 
Martyrdom: 21-03-1997 
 
Syamala belonged to an upper caste family of Medak district. Her house was situated in the 
industrial area of Medak which is on the outskirts of Hyderabad. Workers used to live in 
rented houses in that area. Com. Trimurthulu was one such worker who had migrated to 
Hyderabad from East Godavari district in search of work. Trimurthulu had led struggles in his 
factory and had even slapped a SI who had tried to break the strike and harass the workers 
on behalf of the management. In that course he came into contact with the PW party and 
started getting interested in revolutionary politics. Syamala got acquainted with him and fell in 
love with him after seeing how sincere and committed he was towards the workers. She was 
an educated girl and her social and economic status was far better than his. He was a dalit 
and she knew her family would in no way allow her marriage to him. But she decided to defy 
her family and society for the sake of her love. When they tried to forcefully marry her off to 
somebody she ran away from her house and it was he who brought her again and handed her 
over to the family. Syamala did not know about his party connections till then. He decided to 
become a full timer for the party and told her about his decision and told her they may have to 
sacrifice their love. Syamala had heard about the party and its activities like all the people 
living in the movement areas and generally had a good impression. But more than that, she 
thought that if persons like him are deciding to work in the party, then it must definitely be one 
working for the sake of poor people. She told him she wanted to join the party and work too. 
Thus finally after educating her about the party and the risks, she was recruited into the party 
in 1996.  
 
Syamala was not even 20 years by then. But she displayed a great deal of maturity in 
understanding the style of work in urban area, that too in a severe repression city like 
Hyderabad. She joined a private factory as a worker according to the suggestion of the party. 
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Almost all the PRs who were allotted to work among the working class in twin cities had 
joined private factories as workers for two reasons. One was to understand the conditions of 
the workers first hand and second was to get contacts among the workers as legal activities 
were not allowed by the government which had already unleashed unprecedented repression 
on the movement in the twin cities. Syamala was not used to such hard work but she 
enthusiastically tried to learn. She had a friendly nature and was excellent in making contacts. 
In that period, she had to look after a patient woman comrade too. Though she was new to 
any kind of work in the party, she undertook all the works given by the party with a smile on 
her face. Though she wished to meet Com. Trimurthulu more frequently, it was not possible 
due to his works. She overcame this ‘difficulty’ too. She learnt quickly and was sharp in 
grasping things. She studied the conditions of the women workers.  
 
In February 1997, twin cities party Secretary Com. Rameshwar, committee member Com. 
Majjiga Raju and CO Sikandar were arrested by the police and killed in a fake encounter after 
brutally torturing them. The AP state committee had taken a decision to retreat the comrades 
in the twin cities for some days to the squads as the party network was under serious threat of 
the enemy. Com. Syamala and Trimurtulu were among the comrades who were retreated. 
Syamala was inspired to no end with the squad work and very enthusiastically began learning 
about guerilla life. She won the love of the squad members with her ringing laughter and 
overflowing enthusiasm. But within a few days after they met the squad in Medak, there was a 
fierce encounter with the police at Lakshmapur and seven comrades including state 
committee member Com. Damodar were martyred there. Com. Syamala was unarmed and 
she was one of the seven comrades who died in that encounter. She almost died in front of 
the eyes of her beloved. 
 
Syamala had the potential to develop organizationally into a good organizer of the working 
class. Though the number of days she worked were few, the promise they held was greater. It 
is indeed a loss for the working class movement especially in organizing women workers. Her 
beloved Com. Trimurtulu continued to work in the party and was martyred in 2002 in an 
encounter in Nalgonda district. 
 
Their love story was immortalized in a story titled ‘A love story in revolution’ written by a 
woman comrade. The smiling face of Syamala resembled a marigold in blossom and was 
unforgettable. Let us vow to create a society where true love could blossom without any 
shadow of repression. 
 
 
Comrade Jadi Annapurna 
Martyrdom : 08-05-1997 
 
Com. Annapurna (Geetha) was born in a poor family in Mandamarri of Adilabad dt. Her family 
was in contact with the party and her brother was working as a full timer. So Purna came 
under the influence of revolutionary politics since she was a child. She studied till 5th 
standard and stopped her studies as they were too poor to send her to school. She used to 
read revolutionary literature with the little knowledge she had and tried to understand the 
society. Even after getting married, she longed to know about the party and its politics. Her 
husband was a drunkard and a good for nothing fellow. Many times she tried to put him on 
the correct path but what she got in reply was physical and mental abuse. She had to go 
without food too. She gave birth to a son. As the harassment of her husband increased with 
each passing day, she left him and came back to her parent's home. She told her brother in 
1993 that she wanted to work in the party. With the help and encouragement of her brother, 
she came into contact with the party. She worked as an anganwadi teacher for some days. 
She stayed in Bellampalli town for one year on the suggestion of the party. In 1994, she 
changed her name to Geetha and joined the squad leaving her son and parents. She was 
much attached to her son but left him for a higher ideal. In 1996, she was given party 
membership. She worked as a doctor in the squad and was kind in looking after the sick 
persons, thus winning the confidence of guerillas. She never tolerated any discrimination on 
women. She insisted on the importance of building women's movement.  
On 8-5-1997, SSF police attacked the Bodh squad at 5.30 a.m. and Geetha and the 
commander of the squad Com. Arjun were martyred in that attack. Geetha had the potential 
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to come into leadership soon and it is a great loss to have lost such a comrade in the enemy 
onslaught.  
 
 
 
 
Comrade Lakshmi 
Martyrdom : 10-05-1997 
 

Com. Lakshmi (Jyothi, Madhavi) was a member of the Kinnera squad of 
North Telangana Forest division. She was born in Bhongirpalli village of 
Bhopalpalli mandal, Warangal dt. She had one sister. Lakshmi studied till 5th 
standard. As they had economic difficulties, she had to work as a labourer. 
At the young age of 15, she was married against her will. She had faced 
harassment of her husband in her in-laws' home and it was difficult for her to 
bear the feudal traditions which her in-laws imposed on her. So she went 
back to her parents.  

 
Lakshmi had progressive thinking from the beginning and she was attracted towards 
revolutionary ideology in 1992. She came into contact with the Mahadevpur squad. There was 
no women's organization in her village and she worked actively in the Rytu Coolie Sangam. 
Party told her to organize women and teach the villagers to read and write in the night school. 
She fulfilled these responsibilities sincerely. People were afraid to give shelter to the squad 
due to the severe repression unleashed by the enemy in 1992. So she used to sleep alone in 
the forest and went around the villages teaching revolutionary politics to the people. In 1993, 
responding enthusiastically to the call of the party she joined the Mahadevpur squad as a full 
time activist changing her name to Jyothi.  
 
She never wasted her time in the squad and developed herself politically. She developed her 
understanding about poeple's problems and came closer to them. She married a fellow 
guerilla in the end of 1993. It was a love marriage. She upheld party ideals in her personal 
relations too. She became a party member in 1994. Though she had serious health problems 
she overcame them with political consciousness. She was bitten by a snake and had spots all 
over her body. Her leg had a wound. Still she participated in the military camp in 1996. In 
May, 1996 she participated actively in the special political classes for women and insisted on 
the importance of building the women's organization. In September, 1996 she joined the 
Kinnera squad as Madhavi and within a short period, she became an apple of the eye of the 
people of that area. 
 
When the squad was talking to the tendu leaf labourers in Venkatapuram village in Aswapur 
mandal, SSF police attacked them on May 10, 1997. Lakshmi was hit in the heart and died 
heroically fighting the enemy. Even in her last moments, she did not lose heart and told her 
fellow comrades about her condition and died.  
The revolutionary movement had lost a good teacher and organizer.  
 
Comrade Vijaya (Vasantha) 
Martyrdom : 17-06-1997 
 
Com. Vijaya was born in a rich peasant family in Uragonda village of Atmakuru mandal, 
Warangal dt. She studied till 10th standard in her village and she finished her intermediate in 
Warangal. Since her family was sympathetic to the movement from 1991, she was attracted 
towards the revolutionary politics naturally. But her family was against her working full time for 
the party. But she overcame all these hurdles created by her family and joined the movement 
in February 1995. Her family belonged to the Reddy caste and with that upper caste feeling 
they tried to take her back from the squad forcefully by beating her. But she opposed her 
family and came back again to join the Chityal squad in March 1995.  
 
She used to compete with men in all kinds of tasks. She discussed that development 
programmes should be taken by the party in the areas and worked hard to implement them. 
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She worked as the pilot of her squad and developed into an AC member. She married Com. 
Kondanna in December, 1996. She was straight forward in criticism and self-criticism.  
This revolutionary couple was arrested when they went for medical care to a hospital and 
were returning. They were tortured cruelly but they did not reveal a single secret. The people 
of Bhoopalpalli were filled with grief when they heard of their sacrifice and had voluntarily 
observed bandh for one week. This just shows how much these revolutionaries had 
integrated with the people. Their sacrifice will not go in vain. It will result in communism 
. 
Comrade Parvati (Sandhya) 
Martyrdom : 02-10-1997 
 
It was October 2, 1997. So called apostle of ahimsa Gandhi's jayanti is observed on that day 
by the ruling classes. But the ruling classes drenched themselves with the blood of a brave 
revolutionary Com. Sandhya on that day. The Chandanagiri squad had taken shelter near 
Mukhalingapuram village in Srikakulam district. At that time land struggles erupted on a large 
scale in the area. The squad was gathering information about the lands in the villages from 
the villagers of a nearby village. By then, people had occupied the lands of Gane Madhava 
Rao of Kollivalasa and the bad gentry's lands in Narsingapalli under the leadership of the 
revolutionaries. Though they had bowed their heads in front of the fury of the people, the 
landlords were just waiting for an opportunity to wipe out the squad. So, as soon as they 
came to know about the whereabouts of the squad they informed the police. A police posse of 
100 men began their hunt. The squad gave a letter to a militia comrade named Barikanna to 
be delivered at another village. He was caught by these police hounds within a distance of a 
few metres. Later three batches of police surrounded the squad. The sentry alerted the 
comrades and the squad began retreating, When the squad was passing through a plain area 
where there were no covers, the police fired on them. Com. Manganna died on the spot and 
Sandhya was injured and fell down. The commander of the squad who was Sandhya's 
partner too, gave cover fire to her and asked her to retreat. Though she was injured in the 
stomach severely, she went on firing heroically. She told her comrades that she cannot move 
and asked them to go away. But the commander could not leave her in such a position and 
went on firing trying to save her. But she was not in a position to move. It would be suicidal to 
go into the killing zone to bring her. And now the police also directed their firing towards him 
as he was in that cover for such a long time. Finally he had to move away leaving her.  
Then the police caught Sandhya alive. They tortured the severely injured comrade further and 
killed her cruelly. Then they killed Barikanna too and threw his body in the encounter place. 
 
The Srikakulam movement which was revived since 1983 had been continuing amidst severe 
repression. Five comrades were killed in four fake encounters by 1997 and one comrade died 
in torture. This was the real encounter in the revived movement and Sandhya became the first 
woman martyr. This comrade who fought like a lioness till her last breath was just 18 years 
old. 
 
Like Ankamma and Saraswathi, she also laid down her life at a young age. She was known 
as Parvathi at home. She was born in a poor adivasi family in Marripadu of Saravakota 
mandal of Srikakulam movement. By that time Com. Chittekka's squad belonging to 
Janashakthi was working in that area. She had great influence on young Sandhya. So she 
joined the squad at the young age of 15 and worked under the name of Padma. In the same 
year, Com. Chittekka and 13 more comrades opposed the opportunistic politics of Janasakthi 
and joined the people's war. Sandhya was one among them. State leader Kumar opposed 
their decision and kidnapped Chittekka and others. Sandhya boldly exposed this episode in 
the press meet. 
 
She changed her name to Sandhya in PW and worked in the Chandanagiri squad under 
Chittekka's leadership. Many land struggles broke out under the leadership of their squad. 40 
acres of Palasa landlord in Kandulagudem and Batupuram of Nandigam mandal were 
distributed to the people. 170 acres of land in Mukhalingapuram and Bendakayalapeta in 
Tekkali mandal were occupied by the Narsingapuram landlords. At first they did not surrender 
to the people. Instead they tried to attack the squad. So the squad bet them and then they 
surrendered. In Hirapuram ex-MLA of Tekkali Varada Saroja had 300 acres of land. People 
occupied 50 acres of mango harvest. Then the people were readied to occupy 300 acres of 
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land. In Palasa mandal, another 150 acres of land was occupied. In just 1996 and 1997, 680 
acres of land was occupied in Meliyaputti mandal. This shows the scale of land struggles. 
Sandhya's revolutionary life was inseparable from all these struggles. She had a natural 
ability to mingle with the people and so she played a main role in inspiring and mobilizing 
people.  
 
Sandhya worked for 4, 5 months in the Uddanam squad. In that period, she mobilized women 
into anti-liquor struggles. One should learn from her how to befriend people. At first she was 
given the responsibility of organizing Bal Sangam. She befriended the children and taught 
them songs. She was a disciplined comrade. Due to her initiative and commitment, she soon 
became a party member. 
 
She had a militant nature and displayed class hatred. When 300 people attacked the 
Neelabadra landlord and annihilated him she displayed this quality by actively participating in 
it. The government establised a police picket to protect his sons. When the squad attacked 
this picket, Sandhya was in the B assault team and rushed forward with lightning speed. One 
police died and four were injured. Guerillas seized 5 rifles and 250 bullets. Though she was 
young and had little experience in squad she participated like a well trained guerilla in it. 
When they were retreating, the police attacked them while they were resting on a hill. 
Sandhya retreated safely along with others by heroically resisting the police. 
 
She participated actively in the annihilation of Pedathamarapalli bad gentry Polaki Prakash, in 
beating Pittamsariya bad gentry Mallesh and in punishing a culprit who was collecting money 
in the name of party in Chipurupalli in Meliaputti mandal after putting him on trial in a people's 
court. She also participated in the annihilation of a police informer in Uddanam. She 
participated in the destruction of government and private property, especially some liquor 
shops on the occassion of state bandh in 1996. 
She did PT, drill in the squad daily. This gave her confidence in conducting so many military 
actions. 
 
She had a melodious voice and her songs inspired the people. Due to her cultural talents and 
interest, she was selected as a student for the JNM workshop in 1996. She learnt cultural 
skills in this camp with determination. 
 
This determination can be seen in her life in all aspects. Of the 13 comrades who came from 
Janasakthi, only she and Chittekka stood firm and others went back. Such was her 
commitment towards the oppressed people.  
 
She learnt to read and write in the party and due to her determined efforts she started reading 
books within a short period. She never wasted time. She always tried to learn new things. She 
was very straight forward in criticism and self-criticism and in correcting her mistakes. 
In June 1997 she married the deputy commander of her squad. It was a love marriage. She 
helped him in correcting his mistakes and understood him well. She died within six months of 
her marriage. 
 
Though Sandhya died young, her inspiration will remain forever in our hearts and it will guide 
us in our future actions. 
 
Comrade Madvi Linge  
Martyrdom : ..-..1997 
 
Eighty families of Koya community reside in Kanchal village of Pamed Range in Basagudem 
area under South Bastar Division. Comrade Katta Linge born in this village grew up doing 
hard labour like any other tribal women. Even today when literacy is very less in women, 
particularly in tribal women, Linge Nano born 30 years ago could not have any chance to hold 
slate and pencil. Though she had no chance of getting education inside the four walls of the 
house, she understood the life of masses profoundly. Born and brought up in the forest Linge 
used to roam in forest for collecting the forest produce. She used to collect forest products 
like mahua, tore, fruits of chaar etc in season. She was so busy in plucking tendu leaves in 
the season that she did not get time to rest even for a while. After handing over the bundles of 
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tendu leaves to the kalledar she received whatever price he gave her, silently. All the hard 
working tribals dwelling in forest had to bear this kind of injustice. Comrade Linge’s life was 
also similar to this. Besides it, Linge used to plough the fields in her early teens. There, all the 
capable young children, both boys and girls have to plough the fields, otherwise they will not 
get enough to eat. They depend on forest for their survival, but that forest is not theirs. They 
know this fact, but they don’t know that it has been ‘extorted’ from them. This is the handiwork 
of this system. The credit for this goes to the ‘theory of karma’. Linge was married off at a 
young age in to a Madaavi family. She became the mother of a child. Both husband and wife 
laboured hard to run their home but due to illness her life partner died. In spite of it, without 
losing courage, putting faith in her hard labour and depending upon mother forest, she started 
bringing up her daughter. In spite of having chances of getting married again (tribal tradition 
permitted this) she was not ready for this. In course of time she joined the KAMS. Linge was 
very much inspired by the way the women were getting organised in KAMS day by day in 
large numbers and participated in struggles in South Bastar Division. After participating in the 
seminar organised on the problems of tribal women, many thoughts arose in her mind. The 
seminars on women presented a new life before the women suffocating in the cage of tribal 
customs and traditions for generations and Linge became a part of it. Taking part in women’s 
struggles, she held aloft the Red flag with a white star (the flag of KAMS) on it. Accepting fully 
the programme and constitution of KAMS, Linge was elected the president of Kandal village 
KAMS. She tried to improve her life in this light. She never left production work at home and 
did extra labour for the activities of the organization.She worked day and night for mobilising 
all village women into the organization and implementing the decisions of the EC among 
them. When her baby became a little older, Linge got some more time at home whereby she 
accepted the responsibility of the president of Range committee. Seeing her ability in leading 
the organization, women from villages like Badisham, Muntam, Palagudem, Gundraju etc 
nearby villages, elected her for Range Committee. Entering into the organization with the aim 
of making revolution along with the objective of women’s liberation, Linge accepted and 
fulfilled every responsibility given to her commendably. Linge used to plan the programmes 
for KAMS in Pamed Range for successfully commemorating the ‘martyrs’ week’, which was 
organised every year in DK from 28th July to 3rd August. She herself used to take up 
propaganda campaign taking some women along with her for at least one week in which she 
upheld the sacrifices of brave warriors who were martyred fighting against the enemy. She 
used to request the people to realize the dreams of martyrs. In the same way, as soon as 
March 8th approached, there is a tradition of celebrating ‘ International Women’s Day’ as a 
struggle day by units of KAMS in DK. Likewise Linge also used to lead the units in Pamed 
range in organising ‘March 8th ’ on large scale. She did not leave any stones unturned in 
making it successful. At such occasions, she herself sang songs and enthused people. Apart 
from such important political propaganda programmes, Linge Nano had played a memorable 
role in the struggles waged by KAMS in Pamed Range.  
 
On 27th January 1997, DK Special Zonal Committee of CPI (ML) (People’s War) gave a call 
for ‘DK bandh. The Party called upon the people to oppose severe repression by the 
exploitative government upon the people who were fighting for their problems in DK. The 
revolutionary mass organization also supported this call. The Party in association with mass 
organizations called on the struggling people of Andhra, North Telangana and DK to fight 
against the joint attacks by the governments of Andhra, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh and 
Orissa. For making it successful, Linge Nano did rasta roko at Pamed-Basagudem road, 
taking nearly 60 members of KAMS with her. The troop of women carrying babies, equipped 
with spades, crowbars and sticks, proceeded under the leadership of Linge Nano. They 
deputed a sentry on both sides of the road and completed their programme successfully. On 
23rd May 1997, the people of whole DK celebrated the 30th anniversary of Naxalbari with 
high fighting spirit. Linge participated in the meeting organised as a part of it at Mettagudem in 
South Bastar Division. In that meeting, she gave an inspiring speech in the presence of 
hundreds of people. She said in her speech that our tribals had lost their lives in Naxalbari 
and were fighting continuously against oppression. In her attractive and zealous speech given 
in Gondi, she asked the people to continue the legacy of the tribal warriors. The tribals 
generally live in famine conditions. Even after 58 years of so-called independence, no 
improvement has come in their lives under these plundering governments. The people 
organising themselves into militant organizations for improving their lives on their own are 
achieving some change. That is why people love the organization. They have full confidence 
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in organization. Masses are the base of the organization. The mass organizations going head 
in this path took up many struggles to overcome the famine situation in Bastar in 1997. By 
forming the antifamine struggle committee, these organizations exposed the carelessness of 
government on the famine problem of tribal people and demanded sufficient aid. On the other 
side, using limited resources in the district, they collected funds and helped the people in the 
days of famine. The KAMS had played a good role in it. Linge worked tirelessly to carry on 
these programmes in Pamed Range. Not only this, while she herself was eating only one 
meal a day, she distributed four sacks of grain to the people, which she had stored in her 
house for future needs. Serving the people was like a habit to her. Linge died due to 
snakebite in winter season of 1997. She was sleeping in her house at night when a snake bit 
.The life of tribals is full of dangers. In these villages, where there is lack of minimum medical 
facilities, people dying with diseases, snakebites and during childbirth are very common. Even 
after half a century of socalled independence, the ruling classes are unable to provide them 
minimum facilities and are playing with their lives. They have very less opportunities of getting 
education. Medical facilities are not available even at far away places. They are suffering with 
extreme poverty. They don’t get any help from the government. Until this system remains, no 
change will come in the life of the tribals. That’s why our Linge Nano holding the red flag 
fought for changing this system. She led the organization and put new ideals before us. 
Ultimately she fell prey to this inhuman system. 
 
In memory of their dear leader the villagers of Kanda built a memorial column. Every year, on 
July 28th, people pay homage to her remembrance at the memorial. She was a good friend, 
loving comrade of the guerrillas working in that region and also guarded them like the pupil of 
her eye. The guerrillas of that region paid their humble homage in her memory and expressed 
deep condolences to her family. On the day when we realize the dreams of Linge, and end 
this bloodthirsty system, the lives of people will improve. For this, we have to fight in the light 
of the goals of martyrs.  
 
Comrade Punnai 
Martyrdom : ..-..-1997 
 
Comrade Punnai born in Gotia village of Atagarh Tehsil under North Bastar division was 
brought up by her brother as her parents died in her childhood. As land became insufficient in 
their ancestral village, their family came and settled in this village. When the organization was 
built up in the village, Punnai was still a girl. She had a close relationship with guerrilla squad 
since childhood. She became the member of organization in 1995 and was elected to the 
Executive Committee in 1997. She put in good efforts to build KAMS by mobilising women. 
When the girls of tribal community go for dancing in Diwali and Poos months, males usually 
misbehaved with them. It was a common feature. Punnai waged struggle against it. 
Explaining to the people about the difficulties suffered by women due to gotul culture, she 
participated zealously in the campaign to end the exploitation of women under the gotul 
system. She participated enthusiastically in the rally organised at Kiskoddo against the 
distorted culture of gotul. She completed every work given by the local party by putting in full 
efforts. Always smiling and jovial, she mingled with everybody. One day in 1997, after 
providing food for the guerrilla squad, which had come to her village, she fell asleep at her 
home. A snake bit her at night and caused her untimely death. The revolutionary women’s 
movement of North Bastar had lost a rising mass leader, a zealous revolutionary young 
woman! 
 
Comrade Janjanam Savithri 
Martyrdom : 21-12-1997 
 

Savithri was born in a poor family in Polavaram of Krishna district in 1967. 
She was an intelligent child and so her parents tried to educate her well in 
spite of economic difficulties. She studied till Intermediate in Mangalagiri of 
Guntur district. Though some people argued that girls should do only soft 
natured jobs, she chose to join engineering course. Thus she opposed the 
role models propagated by this feudal society. She came to Visakhapatnam 
for doing her B.E.  
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She stayed in the ladies' hostel and fought the reactionary, upper caste forces among the 
women students. She stood up and gave support to the girls who were ragged or sexually 
harassed. She vehemently opposed ragging and caste discrimination especially by the 
Kamma caste girls who tried to dominate everywhere including mess hall. Due to these rebel 
qualities, she was naturally attracted towards revolutionary politics. She came into contact 
with the party during a women's seminar conducted by RWA in 1987 and gradually came 
closer. She played an active role in the launching of women's organization in Visakha and 
turned the ladies hostel into one of its strongholds. Room no. 52 became one of the 
addresses of the women's organization. Naturally she was elected as the leader of the hostel 
twice in succession. As the ladies representative, she fought the corruption in mess and the 
authoritative attitudes of the warden. In 1990 RSU could once again come out in the open due 
to the legal opportunities and she became active in it. She was active in all the struggles led 
by it, both as an activist and its leader. She vehemently opposed the casteism prevalent in 
Andhra University and was naturally in the forefront in the pro-mandal agitation. She belonged 
to the weaver community and from her childhood she developed awareness about the caste 
oppression and discrimination which is prevalent in the Indian feudal society.  
 
As soon as she joined the university she led the movement for the implementation of 
recommendations of Murlidhara Rao commission. She was in the forefront in exposing the 
corruption of university officials and the so called student leaders.  
 
She participated in the agitations against evacuation of slum dwellers with other mass 
organizations and showed how students should care for the problems of the people. She was 
in the forefront in all the agitations against atrocities on women and dowry deaths. She 
participated in the discussion forums of women's organizations and gave speeches in many 
of their meetings. She played a key role in the agitation of the university students against the 
Tsundur massacre of dalits by upper caste landlords. She hoisted the black flag in the place 
of the tri-color flag as a protest on August 15. Though the hostel authorities threatened her, 
she was not deterred and went ahead with the hoisting. The slogans she shouted in the 
procession on the same day expressing solidarity to the Tsundur dalits still reverberate on the 
Visakha roads.  
 
She became a PR in 1992 while still studying in the university. She worked as a lecturer in 
Gandhi Institute of Technology and Management (Gitam) for some days after completing her 
M.E. and played an active role in all the progressive struggles and guided them. She worked 
secretely for six years as a central organizer of the party and led many struggles. 
 
In all the struggles of the students against the corruptions and anti-student policies of 
wardens, VCs and in all other student agitations, Savithri was the motivating force behind. 
Many pamphlets and posters drafted by her inspired the students a lot. When a woman 
student activist's name was written on walls in an obscene manner with the backing of the 
university authorities, there was a student agitation and finally they could extract an apology. 
When one professor sexually harassed a student, the students agitated and dishonored him 
publicy. Savithri guided these agitations. She was such an expert organizer that she guided a 
cover women's organization in the university without anyone getting any smell of it as a party 
organization.  
 
Savithri played a key role in the Visakha city organization. She displayed good initiative in 
taking decisions on any kind of problem. She displayed responsibility in their implementation 
too. She married Com. Bhaskar. (He later worked as Visakha city secretary and was killed by 
the police in a fake encounter on April 16, 1999). This couple guided many agitations in the 
city. 
 
She participated as a delegate in the city party conference held in 1996 and played an active 
role. She conducted deep discussions on the documents. She put forth her views on which 
sections to work among in the city to strenghthen it and also how the city movement should 
stand in support of the rural movement. 
 
She was co-opted into the AP state Mahila Co-ordination Committee (a sub-committee) in 
1997 to contribute in the building of the women's movement in the state. This was in 
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recognition of her constant efforts in the building of women's movement in Visakha and also 
her keen understanding regarding the women's question. She went to Salwapur village for the 
sub-committee meeting (tragically her first and last meeting). This village is in Warangal 
district but a Medak district squad looks after it and the meeting was being held under the 
protection of that squad. The police got concrete information about the shelter and attacked 
them on the night of December 21, 1997. Unarmed Savithri was injured in that attack and was 
caught by the police. They tortured her along with another injured comrade Prasad and killed 
both of them in cold blood.  
 
A true people's intellectual and agitator-organizer, who dedicated her life for the oppressed 
people was killed in the most brutal manner by the fascist Chandrababu Naidu police. She 
held high the red flag in the Andhra University in the legacy of another bright student of AU - 
Bommareddy Snehaltha who was killed in a fake encounter during emergency. The people of 
Visakha and the AU students will never forget these two bright, intellectual women who laid 
down their lives for their liberation.  
 
Comrade Ramwati Naroti 
Martyrdom : 
  
The village Kattejhari of Tipragarh squad area under Gadchiroli Division is a village of Gond 
tribal. Kattejhari faced many difficulties in the repression cycle started by police in Gadchiroli 
between 1992 and 1997. Apart from DAKMS and KAMS in that village, ‘Adivasi Bal 
Sangathan’ also fell victim to the police attacks. The people dithering in that period of 
excessive repression handed over their resignations from mass organizations to the police, 
though temporarily. Police needed only those papers and numbers. Besides Kattejhari, police 
unleashed terror in many villages for obtaining those papers. Very soon, people proved 
through their struggles that the written papers, which they handed over to the police, were not 
written from their hearts. The people who suffered police repression not only learnt to make 
the struggles successful by misleading the beastly khaki forces, but also learnt to guard the 
guerrilla squads like the pupils of their eyes. The daily repression only made them stronger 
and they regained courage to organize again. During this period, the people started 
organizing again in several villages; similarly, in Kattejhari also by 1994-95, girls like Ramwati 
Naroti started thinking again. Remembering those days when she provided food and water to 
the guerrillas with her little hands, she again started going to the shelters in the forests for 
meeting the guerrillas secretly. On one side, there were arrests, torture and the news of 
youngsters falling victim to the bullets in fake encounters while on the other side, she heard 
all kinds of news about comrades who fled from the battlefield losing confidence on people 
and revolutionary theory. In such conditions, the village elders forbade their children from 
going to the forests so that they do not lose them. They were afraid that if there would be an 
encounter with police forces in the forest, even the children would not be spared (on 8th July 
1993, when a child of class IIIrd went to give food to guerrillas in Tippragarh area he was shot 
dead by the police beasts.) But children never stepped back from the struggle. They 
continued performing their role. Ramwati Naroti was one of those.  
 
When Ramwati grew a little elder, and her knowledge increased she expressed her wish 
before the guerrillas to dedicate herself to the revolutionary movement. She said very clearly 
in her discussion with guerrilla comrades that she also wanted to become a guerrilla and 
wanted to revolt against this plundering and cruel system. By then, she had developed from 
‘Bal Sangatan’ to KAMS. She was then 18 years old and quite capable for guerrilla life. But 
the local area committee of party did not approve her proposal. It placed the needs of the 
revolutionary movement before Ramwati that she should organize more women while 
remaining in the village KAMS. As the women of the village had already elected Ramwati as 
their president, Party requested her to remain amidst them for some more time to lead them. 
It was the strong desire of Ramwati to become a guerrilla but party wanted her to take up the 
responsibility of organization in the village. It was a test for her. Brought up in the company of 
guerrillas from childhood Ramwati was a disciplined girl. By accepting the decision of party, 
she proved that the party’s decisions would be foremost in her life. Participating as a delegate 
in Murumgaon Range conference of KAMS, Ramwati fulfilled her responsibility very 
efficiently. One betrayer informed the police that Ramwati was going go join guerrilla squad. 
The police descended upon Kattejhjari. Police called the headmen of village, and put 
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pressure on them to marry off all the young girls of the village. They arrested the parents of 
Ramwati forcing them to perform her marriage immediately. As a result she had to get 
married under compulsion. She went on saying that she was not ready to get married and 
perform the duties of a housewife. But who would listen to her cries? 
 
After some days, she became pregnant. When a woman conceives in a adivasi community, 
she would be on the threshold of death till the birth of the child. A woman rears an infant in 
her womb amidst many risks. Giving birth to a child is equal to rebirth for them as they are 
deprived of medical facilities and scientific understanding in those villages. This reality once 
again comes forth in the tragic case of Ramawati. Until this distorted system, which is playing 
with the lives of countless mothers and the infants growing in their wombs, is not overthrown, 
there is no guarantee for the lives of poor mothers and their infants. After completion of nine 
months, Ramwati was unable to bear the pains and could not deliver the child and breathed 
her last. The martyrdom of our Ramwati once again emphasized the need to fight for the 
demand of welfare of mother and child. This is a murderous system; it is diseased and 
distorted. The oppressed people can improve their lives only by fighting against this system. 
The life histories of immortal martyrs will always inspire us in this task. Following the ideals of 
people's martyrs, we will accomplish their incomplete goals. 
 
Comrade Lakshmi (Srilatha) 
Martyrdom : 24-02-1998 
 
In February, 1998, the Station Ghanpur squad and the Devannapet mini guerilla squad had 
actively participated in the election boycott campaign as the mid term parliamentary elections 
were scheduled then. They had attacked the police in Kondapur and had taken shelter near 
the Nerellavagu (stream) between the Venkatadripeta and Gundla Singaram villages on 23-
02-1998. The police came to know of their whereabouts from an informer and attacked them 
on 24-02-1998 at 4 p.m. The squads immediately retaliated bravely and fought for about two 
hours. The defence team comrades had resisted the enemy heroically and laid down their 
lives thus saving the lives of their fellow comrades. Without a moment's hesitation, they 
fulfilled their responsibility the party had given them as a defence team and had etched their 
names in the annals of the Indian revolution. Com. Lakshmi was one of the martyrs of 
Nerellavagu. 
 
Lakshmi was born in the Vadithela village of Chityal in a middle class family. She was 
attracted towards the revolutionary activities conducted in her village. Four persons from her 
village were working in the party as full time activists and it also had an impact on her. 
Gradually she began meeting the squad secretely and started working. Her family did not 
allow her to work in the Sangam. They were trying to marry her off. But she opposed such 
efforts and joined the movement as a full timer in 1997 March. She put great efforts to learn to 
read and write well in the squad. She worked in the Parakala squad at first and in October 
1997, she was transferred to the Station Ghanpur squad. Within a few days of her joining the 
Parakala squad, the police attacked them. She took her weapon and escaped alone from the 
scene of encounter. She contacted the squad through the Sangam leaders and joined them 
again. She never showed any fear or wavering in facing the enemy. Even in the Nerellavagu 
firing, though she had no weapon, she was not afraid and tried to escape with other comrades 
who were giving cover firing. She succeeded to a large extent but in the last minute she was 
hit by an enemy bullet from behing and died there.  
 
Though her revolutionary life was short, Lakshmi will always be remembered by the people 
for her spirit and dedication.  
 
Comrade Bharati 
Martyrdom : 04-02-1998 
 
On February 4, 1998 the police came in large numbers into the Chadmal forests and attacked 
the Banswada squad in Nizamabad district. In this attack, seven comrades including DCM 
Salim had died. Women comrades Bharati, Devakka and Vijayalakshmi were martyred here.  
Bharati was the daughter of a sympathizer in Banswada town. She was the youngest among 
the Chadmal martyrs. She met the squad comrades when they visited her home and 
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developed affection for them. She used to read party news in papers and listened to news 
daily. She used to did some works given by the party and stayed for some days with the 
squad. Just 4 days before the Chadmal encounter she had come to meet the squad and 
stayed with them. She died in that attack.  
 
Comrade Devakka (Sarada) 
Martyrdom : 04-02-1998 
 
Com. Devakka was born in Kothapalli village of Kammarpalli mandal, Nizamabad dt. She was 
in contact with the party from 1998. She was married off at a young age. Her husband 
opposed her working for the party. She could not bear the harassment of her husband and 
was even prepared to give divorce to him. She divorced him and joined the guerilla squad in 
1996. She learnt to read and write in the party with great determination. Due to ill health she 
surrendered in the end of 1996. But she continued to work in VMS. As the repression on her 
increased, she came into the squad and within two days she died in the Chadmal encounter. 
 
Comrade Vijayalakshmi (Latha) 
Martyrdom : 04-0-1998 
 
Com. Vijayalakshmi was born in the Markal village of Sadasivnagar mandal, Nizamabad 
district in a poor family. She worked in the village women's organization. Though her family 
opposed her working in the Sangam, she not only continued to work in the organization but 
also decided to join the squad as a full timer. In the squad, she learnt to read and write in the 
squad. She took military training and worked as the member of the front guard. While in 
Sircilla squad, she participated courageously in the opportunity ambush in Konaraopet. A SI 
was killed in that ambush. After she was transferred to the Banswada squad, she died in the 
Chadmal encounter.  
  
Comrade Bhuvari Emeshwari (Kamala) 
Martyrdom : 11-03-1998 
 

The ancestors of comrade Kamala came from Durg district of Bastar in search 
of livelihood and settled in the Dubey Umar village where she was born. Kamala 
was born in a higher-middle class family of Uraon tribal community. She 
completed her matriculation and got a job as an Assistant mid wife in Bijapur 
Project Area after completing her studies at Jagdalpur. Later her parents got 
her married. But when inhuman tortures at her husband’s house became 
unbearable, 
 

Emeshwari (her name at home) became a guerrilla with the inspiration of revolutionary 
politics. She was determined to destroy patriarchy. It was the month of September, 1987. 
Kamala started guerrilla life as a member of Madded squad at the age of 20. Male domination 
insulted her at every step, she continued a determined fight for equal rights. She understood 
that it was possible only with the revolutionary party. Kamala who responded immediately on 
the women’s problems never failed to criticize the atrocities of male village heads on tribal 
women in the name of ‘traditions’.  
 
In 1990, she was transferred from Madded squad to Konta squad according to the needs of 
the Party. She got the membership of Party while fulfilling the responsibilities in the Konta 
squad for seven years. Seeing the increasing needs of the movement, she accepted every 
responsibility given by the Party without any hesitation. She also fulfilled the duty of Deputy 
Commander in the squad. On basis of the experience she achieved in the medical service as 
a nurse, she took training and became a good guerrilla doctor even while fulfilling 
organizational responsibilities. Kamala won the respect of all by rendering medical services to 
the comrades who came to participate in the second conference of DK in 1995. After that, in 
July, Kamala learned many new treatments by participating as a student in the medical 
training camp held by the party. With that experience, she tried to correct misconceptions 
among comrades regarding health. She won the love of women comrades by giving 
suggestions on gynic problems to them from her experience. Kamala participated as a 
student in “the special political-military training camp for women” organised by the DK party 
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with the objective of developing women in every field. Besides discussing the ordinary issues 
of the party during that period, she expressed her strong opinions about the problems of 
women working in the party and the army and discrimination against them, without any 
hesitation. She was always ready to learn from the experience of her fellow women 
comrades.  
There was no such field which Kamala did not enter with determination. She also took interest 
in the fields of art and literature. She made herself acquainted to the readers of ‘Jhankar’ (A 
literary magazine of guerrilla writers of DK) under the name ‘Sarovar’. Sarovar used to send 
literary material to ‘Jhankar’ regularly. Taking interest in literature, she also made great 
contributions to cultural programmes organised in DK at various occasions. She played 
various roles in plays. While fulfilling the responsibility of organiser of the ‘Cultural and 
Literary Forum’ arranged in the weekends during “special political military camp for women”, 
she put life into the characters of the plays performed there. She was praised by every one for 
her acting abilities.  
 
Kamala was given the charge of Gollapalli local guerrilla squad after getting elected as a 
member of Konta Squad Area Committee. She developed good relations with farmers, mainly 
peasant women and also students and workers of that region. Kamala laboured hard for the 
overthrow of the feudal - patriarchal society and the construction of new society by organising 
the masses through spreading revolutionary literature and politics among all oppressed 
classes of society. Kamala went to participate in Tallagudem raid together with her squad as 
per the decision of the Divisional Committee. She was happy on getting the opportunity to 
annihilate the enemy. The guerillas besieged the police station. During the battle she was 
injured and fell down. But she did not lose courage and did not leave the battle field. She 
fought till her last breath. It was 11th March 1998. The memories of dear comrade Kamala, 
who gave her life for the success of New Democratic Revolution and equality between man 
and woman, will always remain fresh. 
 
Comrade Nirmala 
Martyrdom : 28-03-1998  
 
Comrade Santha 
Martyrdom : 04-04-1998 
Com. Santha was born in Kambalapalli village in Nalgonda district. This was a strong 
movement village in the Krishnapatti area of the district. She worked in the women's 
organization when she was in the village. She was married at home. But her husband 
harassed her and she decided that she can fight against such male domination in her life and 
also in society by joining the revolutionary movement. So she decided to join the armed 
struggle. She was the first woman comrade to be recruited from that village. She got recruited 
in 1995. she was a frail woman and was a soft natured person. She looked innocent but her 
eyes shone with a thirst for knowledge. She not to read and write within three months after 
she joined the squad and it was this thirst for knowledge which  made it possible. She even 
tried to write down her experiences. She tried to write poems and stories too, no small 
achievement for a woman of her background. She was straight forward in putting forth 
criticisms and had a proletarian outlook. She married Com. Ramanna in end 1997. he was the 
commander of Krishnapatti squad.  
 
The first covert incident in Andhra  Pradesh took place in Pavurala Gattu in Nalgonda district. 
A covert named Somla Naik killed Santakka and Ramanna and two more comrades, injured 
some more. It is very sad to have lost a comrade like Santakka who was on the threshold of 
developing into a leader. Many comrades wrote poems and songs about her. One comrade 
remembered how she used to row the boat in the Krishna river. It seems even men comrades 
could not compete with her once when they had a competition. He wrote how frail she was yet 
how strong-willed too. Another poet described her as a stream which flowed to many villages 
organizing people. She had won the love of the people of her area and they vowed to avenge 
the deaths of their dear comrades. Somla died like a dog in the hands of the people after 
some years. The people  beat him to death. 
 
Comrade Pothanapalli Paramma (Chittekka) 
Martyrdom : 13-04-1998 
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Chittekka has a unique history of participating in the glorious Srikakulam 
struggle and also in the revived movement since the 80s. She never left the 
gun she took up as a teenager and at the age of 50 years she died fighting 
the enemy with her gun. Rare are such working class heroines even in the 
world history of revolutions. Her name deserves to be written in golden 
letters in the annals of the history of Indian revolution.  
 
Uddanam was the centre of struggle in the plain areas during the Srikakulam 
movement. Boddapadu was the heart of Uddanam. It gave birth to many 

people's heroes and heroines. Paramma was born in a poor family in that village. She was 
related to Tamada Ganapathy who was the leader of 'Tegimpu Sangam'. This Sangam was in 
the forefront in opposing injustices on the poor. Paramma joined the Sangam in the guidance 
of her uncle Ganapathy. Her relatives tried to discourage her saying that girls could not get 
married if they joined that Sangam. But Paramma did not care and it is not a small thing in a 
backward feudal society in those days. She became more active in the sangam. She was 
very firm in her convictions from her childhood. She supported the armed struggle after CPI 
(ML) was formed. She joined the peasant armed squad in 1969 as soon as they were formed. 
She worked along with Chaganti Bhaskar Rao and others in the squad which operated in the 
forest area nearby Uddanam. She mingled and worked among the Odiya and Savara 
speaking people and tried to learn the languages she did not know. She learnt to read and 
write in the battlefield and learnt to give medicines too. 
 
She mobilized the people into struggles even amidst severe repression. She participated in 
the annihilations of Maddi Kamesh and in seizing his property under the leadership of 
Nirmala. She worked for some time under Nirmala's leadership and later worked under 
Com.P.U.C.Appa Rao's leadership in his squad. Tipped off by an informer, the police 
surrounded their squad and started firing. Appa Rao and two more comrades were martyred 
in that attack. Chittekka came out safely of that and spent one and half days alone and 
unarmed on a hillock. She could see the corpses of her comrades and the police who were 
transporting them from there. She was not even 18 at that time. It is not an easy thing to lose 
her commander and her colleagues and withstand. She did not have much experience too. 
But she decided to carry on the lofty aims of the martyrs and was thinking of how to contact 
the party. Sensing that she was alone, the goons of landlords tried to attack her. She had two 
orange like fruits. She tied them in a towel, threatened them by pretending they were bombs 
and said that she would use them if they came near and that all of them would die. The goons 
were afraid and ran back. 
 
Thus Chittekka escaped from them with her presence of mind. Then she started walking 
down a narrow path and a bear crossed her way. She had nowhere to go. She thought she 
was going to die. But the bear just walked away. Facing such dangers in the forest alone she 
went to a new area. Though she did not know the language there, she mingled with the 
people and could contact the party after 13 days. Such was her determination. She never left 
the people or the movement even amidst severe repression. 
 
The Srikakulam movement was suppressed with severe repression. Nearly 7 to 8 thousands 
of the people were put in jails. Hundreds of them were shot dead, especially all the main 
leaders were killed. On July 10, 1970 comrades Satyam and Kailasam were shot dead and 
this proved to be a fatal blow to the movement. But in Bamini area, the squad under Com. 
Arika Somulu continued to work. Somulu was caught through deception and shot dead in 
1970. With that the Srikakulam movement lost all leadership and suffered a setback.  
Chittekka was just a young squad member then. Many colleagues and leaders lost their lives 
in front of her eyes. Even her uncle Ganapathy was martyred. But she never lost heart. She 
lived secretely without getting arrested. She never left the people. Then there were splits in 
the party. Satyanarayana Singh formed a party with some people who opposed Com. Charu 
Mazumdar strongly. He said his party was the real one. The state committee secretary Pyla 
Vasudeva Rao went and joined with Singh against the decision of the party.  The lower level 
cadres did not understand the ideological differences. Chittekka also did not know much and 
believed that Pyla was going the revolutionary way and joined him. Then she married the 
person she loved. She gave birth to a daughter. She named her Nirmala in memory of her 
beloved leader. But she gave her daughter away to sympathizers as she could not allow her 
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to become a hurdle in her work. Thus she gave importance to class relations than blood 
relations.  
 
She got polio when she was a child and her hand was handicapped. Still she learnt to use all 
kinds of weapons. She worked for some days in the repairing unit too. She contributed in 
repairing many guns and in preserving them. But Praja Pantha had already left the 
revolutionary path. It became a point of discussion among the cadres. During a repairing 
workshop, this discussion took place in their unit. The unit in-charge Ramanna said that since 
the party had let go off the armed struggle they all should surrender and live ordinary lives. All 
the unit members except Chittekka agreed. But Chittekka said that it is not proper to 
surrender, they should strive to correct the party line and that they should join another party 
which is on the right path. She tried to persuade all of them to stay. But none of them listened. 
All of them left Chittekka and went away. Though she was sad that they had left, she never 
lost heart and with people's help she preserved the whole repairing equipment and the 
weapons. Then with a gun on her shoulder and taking along two peacocks they had 
domesticated during the camp, she went to search for party contact. This shows how 
determined she was even when she faced such oddities and adversities. 
 
Later Praja Pantha and other groups formed into the Jansakthi party. She realized that though 
the name changed there was no change in practice and that Jansakthi was also bogged down 
in rightist politics. The anarchy, lumpenization and the opportunistic attitude of state 
committee secretary Kumar dismayed her a lot. She realized that it is useless to work in such 
a party as it would not benefit the people. She understood that PW is the real revolutionary 
party which is working for the people and decided to join it. She convinced 13 more comrades 
with her to join PW party. Kumar, who came to know about this, kidnapped Chittekka and 
another commander Manganna and tortured them severely saying that they should not leave 
the party, they should hand over the guns to him and that they should not join PW. Actually he 
was afraid that they would reveal his true colors. He just refused to acknowledge their 
democratic right to join the party of their choice. But both of them declared firmly, 'We would 
definitely join the party which fights, the guns belong to the true revolutionaries'. Kumar and 
his gang could not get these revolutionaries to surrender and cruelly killed Com. Manganna. 
Chittekka had to withstand this loss too. She was in their custody for some days. One day 
while she went to answer nature's call, she gave them a slip and ran away. She just did not 
give a damn to their threats and joined the PW party with 12 of her colleagues in 1995.  
 
It was her desire not to leave the party and the people's war that made her work in some or 
the other party for about 25 years till she reached the true revolutionary party. She never 
forgot the martyrs' dreams of establishing communism. Though she worked in rightist and 
opportunistic parties for such a long time that could not reduce her revolutionary zeal and 
spirit. It was due to these qualities that she could conduct internal struggle in those parties. 
After she joined PW she expressed her happiness saying, 'I have joined the true revolutionary 
party now after so many years'. 
 
She was working as Chandanagiri commander by the time she joined PW. Later too she 
continued as its commander. But now there was a radical change in people's struggles. Land 
struggles erupted under her leadership. Within one year, in the Nandigam, Tekkali, Meliaputti 
and Palasa mandals, 700 acres of land were occupied by the people under her leadership. It 
was her initiative in mingling with the people and mobilizing them which made it possible. She 
left an indelible mark on the people and became their darling. 
 
Her comrades used to call her 'mother' with affection. Wherever she was present, all the 
young comrades used to flock around her. So everybody called her 'mother hen'. Chittekka, 
who was so affectionate with her fellow comrades, was equally unsparing towards the class 
enemies. She displayed class hatred towards them. When comrades Manganna, Sandhya 
and Barikanna were martyred in Mukhalingapuram encounter she suffered a lot due to her 
bond with them. She loved the young Sandhya like her own child. She could'nt bear her loss. 
She asked the party to give her the chance to annihilate the landlord who had informed the 
police. But since she was very ill and was not in a position to go and work in the area, she 
was denied permission. She was very strict in the matter of punishing class enemies. 
Chittekka, who had participated with initiative in punishing the landlords under Nirmala's 
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leadership, had participated in punishing the landlords after she joined the PW too, at the age 
of 50. She participated in the annihilation of landlord Gane Erraiah of Neelibadra though she 
was ill. She was enthused a lot when his properties were distributed after his annihilation. She 
remembered the struggles of 1968 on that occassion. Though she could not participate in the 
attack on Neelibadra police picket the mass base she built up was the factor behind its 
success.  
 
After this raid, police attacked the squad taking shelter on Durgammakonda. Chittekka 
escaped safely with other members. It was not an ordinary feat for a 50 year old woman to do 
so in that darkness without a torch on such a high mountain and where there were no 
pathways. She was very active in organizational and military matters and was very mature 
politically. She was umcompromising in class and mass line. She attended the first East 
Region conference as a delegate. She participated actively in the discussions in the 
conference and improved her political understanding. She participated in the AC level political 
classes with great enthusiasm in 1998. 
 
She was overflowing with enthusiasm and kept everybody around her active. She used to tell 
them about the experiences of the glorious Srikakulam movement often and inspire them. 
She was like a bridge between that movement and the present one. 
 
She had democratic relations with her partner. He used work legally in the Jansakthi party. 
When she came out of that party he asked her to work legally and stay at home. But she 
convinced him and was succesful in bringing him into the PW party and that too into 
underground life. Due to patrirchal influence, somewomen comrades are following their 
husbands and leaving the movement when they leave. But Chittekka had created a model to 
emulate by not only not agreeing to that life but also convincing him to come with her. They 
were a loving couple and were an ideal couple who served as an example to the younger 
couples. 
 
After 30 years of a long revolutionary career, Chittekka's health deteriorated. Due to her age 
she had joint pains and so could not work in the area. The party decided to keep her in some 
other work outside. But she would not agree as she could not leave her people. She thought it 
was not revolutionary to leave the squad. Finally she was convinced as she understood the 
party needs and joined that work. She came back after 4, 5 months to participate in political 
classes and while going back was martyred in the Gotta encounter on April 13, 1998. 
 
In order to cash the name and respect Chittekka had among the people, many parties are 
competing for her legacy. They are building martyr columns for her. But only the Maoist party 
cadres can truly claim her legacy as she herself chose this as 'the' revolutionary party. It is 
this party which would take the movement forward till her dreams are fulfilled. 
 
One of the most inspiring figures of Indian revolutionary movement may not be present today 
but the very mention of her legendary name would inspire the coming generations to join the 
revolution.  
 
Comrade Aswini (Girija) 
Martyrdom : 13-04-1998 
 

Com. Aswini (22) was born in Cheepi Narayanapuram of Mandasa mandal 
in Srikakulam in a poor Savara tribal family. She grew up hearing the 
stories about the glorious Srikakulam movement as these memories are 
still fresh in the minds of the people. PW squads started moving in 
Mandasa mandal since 1989. Though CP Reddy group squads were 
functioning in that area before this, she was attracted by the activities of 
PW.  
 
By 1991 the PW squad began moving in full strength and conducted many 
land struggles and people's courts. In villages like Saravikota, Pottangi, 

Budarsing and Koradala, anti-feudal struggles erupted. With this inspiration they built a 44 
feet martyrs column for 22 comrades including Subbarao Panigrahi. Each village volunteered 
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to work on it for one day. Aswini participated actively in the propaganda and work on this 
occassion. She was studying in high school at that time. She sang well and was a natural. 
She energized people with her performances. 
The column was inaugurated on December 22, 1990. Police tried to stop it in many ways and 
arrested the JNM comrades. But people came forward like a deluge. They kidnapped 
government officials and had the JNM comrades released. Thus the inauguration meeting 
turned out to be a huge success. The songs of 14 year old Aswini became very popular. She 
in turn was inspired by the meeting too. After writing her 10th standard exams in 1991, she 
joined the squad. She declared her decision in front of all the people in a public meeting 
arranged on that occassion and then joined the squad.  
 
She worked as Rajakka in Mahendra area and carved a niche in the hearts of the people. 
Later she worked in Uddanam squad for a few days. She participated in seizing the lands of 
Singh along with the people. She mobilized people in seizing cashewnuts harvest and in land 
struggles in Ratti and Mendu villages. 
 
She could speak well in Odiya and Telugu and inspired people with her speeches. She learnt 
songs in these languages very quickly. Due to her active work and commitment she became 
a party member in 1994. She married in the same year. Later in 1997 she was promoted to 
the AC and worked in Nagavali squad. She was known as Girija since then. 
 
She participated actively in the military camp held in 1996. She escaped safely from an 
encounter in 1997 with the help of the training she got there. Due to her cultural talents she 
was taken into the armed JNM squad formed for the first time in the East Region. As JNM 
cultural activist she gave performances in many villages in Srikakulam division. She grasped 
even complex steps and raagas very quickly and adeptly. She introduced the Odiya dance 
dramas she learnt in school to her colleagues. 
 
She strived to increase her political understanding too. She participated in the political classes 
in 1998 and improved her political knowledge further. She danced on the last day and 
encouraged everybody to dance in the collective. 
 
After the classes, the JNM squad was going to the East Division. When they stopped at Gotta 
on their way for a meeting, there was an encounter with the greyhounds and Aswini was 
martyred with Chittekka and others while fiercely fighting the enemy.  
 
When her parents sent her into the squad, they asked the comrades to send her back home 
after thepeople's state is established. Now it is our responsibility to strive hard to establish 
such a classless society for which Aswini laid down her invaluable life. Let us tell her parents 
that she would come back in the form of people's state to them. 
 
Comrade Madiya Rukmini (Sarada) 
Martyrdom : 13-04-1998 
 

Com. Rukmini was born in a poor peasant family in Kesupuram of 
Mandasa mandal in Srikakulam dt. She was a hard worker and did 
many odd jobs for maintaining her family. She did retail trade too. 
She gathered some vegetables, fruits etc and went to far away 
places to sell them. Thus she looked after her parents who were 
abandoned by her brothers. Since they could not give dowry, no man 
was ready to marry her. She had to face much harassment from men 
as an unmarried woman. She gave them a fitting lesson bravely.  
After 1989, revolutionary activities increased in Mandasa under the 
leadership of the party. Anti-feudal struggles and struggles for fair 

prices for cashew nut peasants broke out. The landlord Mamidi Papa Rao murdered Com. 
Salina Bhoga Rao as could not tolerate the struggles. The revolutionaries annihilated him in 
retaliation. The other goons who participated in Bhoga Rao's murder were put on trail in the 
people's court for 48 hours and punished. Later people built a memorial column in 
Bahadapalli village for Bhoga Rao. 
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These constant struggles attracted people towards the movement on a large scale. Youth 
joined the revolutionary organizations in all villages. As part of this, Sarada also joined the 
Viplava Mahila Sangam (VMS). She enhanced her commitment by actively participating in the 
Sangam and became a full timer in 1994 by joining the squad. 
 
Within a short period she learnt many things about the squad life. She had the knack to easily 
perform even hard tasks and everybody in the squad was challenged by her. Nobody could 
compete with her in doing laborious jobs and they just named her the 'steel sister'. She used 
to smoke and chew tobacco. But she cast off this habit with her increased consciousness.  
She showed interest in learning to read and write. She had good initiative in mingling with the 
people. Though she did not know the adivasi language she mingled well using sign language. 
Whatever politics she learnt, she taught the people. She enquired people about the 
whereabouts of their relatives and used make it a point to tell them about their well being 
when she met those relatives in various villages. This endeared her to the people. That is why 
people always longed to see her. Though she did not know much politics or the language, she 
knew to care for the people, help them and tell them to fight by joining the sangams. 
 
She was always straight forward in criticising things she did not like. 
 
As the member of the Nagavali squad she participated in many struggles. She mobilized 
people for the Levidi memorial column inauguration in the Nagavali area by doing propaganda 
on a large scale. She displayed severe class hatred. She used to propose that land lords and 
their goons should be beaten. Especially she was furious towards those who harassed 
women. She used to say, 'just hand him over to me, I'll look to it that he is properly punished'. 
Actually anybody who was beaten by Sarada would see stars! 
 
In Uddanam area many women could not marry as they could not give dowry. Many women 
were deceived by their lovers and remained unmarried. She used put proposals before the 
party to solve these problems. Such was her concern for women. 
 
In 1995, East Division became part of AP state and a survey team was formed to connect the 
two divisions of East and Srikakulam for coordination. Sarada was part of that team. 
Gradually she increased her political understanding and became a party member in 1997. 
Before the Gotta encounter, she had been seriously ill and was just then recovering. Still she 
fought heroically with the police as she was in the sentry post and killed a policeman. She 
could stop the police from advancing for a long time, thus saving her comrades. She was 
injured while retreating and died.  
 
Establishing a society where women are not harassed and live like equals is the real homage 
we can pay to a working class heroine like Sarada who always dreamt of equality for women. 
 
Comrade Sasivarna (Aruna) 
Martyrdom : 13-04-1998 
 

Sasivarna was born in a poor peasant family in Potuluru village in 
Nandigam mandal of Chandanagiri area in Srikakulam district. She could 
not go to school as she had to go to work from childhood. Her whole 
childhood was spent working. When she grew up a bit, her parents had 
married her off against her wishes. But marriage turned out to be a hell for 
her. She was harassed for dowry and she could not bear this physical and 
mental torture. Whenever she went back to her parents unable to bear all 

this, she was sent back after preaching to her Manu's scriptures that a woman has to live and 
die in her in-laws place in spite of harassments. 
 
She almost became a living corpse and left any hopes of coming out of that hell. At that time 
an unexpected thing happened. The Devgiri squad visited her village. Hearing the noices she 
came out into the street and saw the squad members in olive green uniforms singing 
revolutionary songs. She felt as if they were addressed to her solely as they represented her 
sufferings and offered solutions. She saw a new world there where men and women were 
behaving equally. The speech of an armed woman guerilla not only inspired Sasivarna, but 
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also filled her with self-confidence. With that self-confidence she decided to join the women's 
organization as the squad had requested. But there was no woman'sorganization in her 
village and so she went to a neighbouring village and told the woman's organization there 
about her plight. She realized gradually that there were many women who are suffering like 
her and that only by fighting against the system, women like her could be liberated. 
Harassment in her in-laws home increased even as her consciousness increased. When she 
participated in the sangam activities they used to deny her food and did not allow her inside 
the home. She had to spend alone many nights outside in the open without food or water, 
shivering with cold. But she learnt to resist this domestic violence with the help of the sangam. 
The in-laws tried to egg her husband on saying 'you have to control your cow'. He did not 
have any individuality and this drunkards's verbal and physical abuse on her increased. Now 
she decided not to listen to the Manu's scriptures any more. She wanted to carve a place for 
herself in this world. So she decided to join the squad and put the proposal before the party. 
Due to the severity of the situation, they immediately recruited her. 
 
She joined the Devgiri squad in 1996 and changed her name to Aruna. Initiative and vigor 
were her natural qualities. She learnt to read and write with interest. When leadership asked 
her to cut her hairs, she whole heartedly cut her hair without hesitation.  
She got military training in 1996. She loved songs and taught many folk tunes she learnt in 
the village to the JNM comrades. Seeing her liveliness, initiative and interest in songs the 
party sent her to the East Region JNM team. She gave many programmes in Srikakulam as a 
member of the team.  
 
She wrote a song on Sandhya who was martyred in Mukhalingapuram which became very 
popular in the whole state. Many thought it was written by some expert poet. Congratulations 
poured in directly and indirectly to her. But this great voice of the people which never 
hesitated to sing against this exploitative system was permanently stopped from singing in 
Gotta encounter. 
 
She resisted the police heroically in Gotta and died the death of a heroine. Her blood will fill 
the pens of revolutionary writers and will continue to inspire the people. 
 
Comrade Chinnakka (Latha) 
Martyrdom : 09-05-1998 
 
Chinnakka (22) was born in Kalinga Rauthpuram in Gajapathi district of Odisha in a poor 
peasant family. The Odisha people were inspired by the peasant struggles in neighbouring 
Srikakulam division and began getting consolidated under the leadership of the party. 
Chinnakka used to extend help to the Devagiri squad since its inception. At first she used to 
provide food to the squad and gradually she began to participate actively in the sangam 
activities. She participated actively in the wage rate increase struggles in the area with the 
consciouness she gained in the sangam. 
 
She also participated in the people's courts held to solve the people's problems. Though 
Gajapathi district is rich in natural resources, there are no lakes for irrigation except the ones 
built under the British rule. But due to ill maintenance and lack of irrigation they faced 
famines. A joint action committee was formed to fight against this situation and Chinnakka 
participated actively in it. 
 
She participated in dharnas and processions. In that process, she decided to become a full 
timer and joined the squad. She was known as Latha in the Janjhavathi area. Though her 
squad life was short she participated actively in the daily life of the squad. Her family was 
suffering a lot due to poverty, but she never confined her concerns to her family. Though she 
became ill, she decided to continue in the squad but the illness increased and she was unable 
to work in the squad. So she agreed to work in the village. She strived very hard to recruit 
women into the women's organization she worked in. 
 
She led anti-arrack struggles and did propaganda in villages. Mobilizing women she led the 
destruction of arrack manufacturing units. She conducted many people's courts. Many culprits 
had to rub their noses on the ground. She did not leave any criminals untill they got due 
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punishment. She participated in the building of the memorial column of I.V. Master near the 
7th milestone. Her health deteriorated and she died on May 9. 1998. The revolutionary 
movement lost a good activist who never cared for herself and selflessly served the people 
during her short life span. 
 
Comrade Jyothi 
Martyrdom : 18-06-1998 
 
Com. Jyothi was born in a poor family in Chinathundla vilage of Tadicherla mandal of 
Karimnagar dt. She was influenced by the raging revolutionary movement in her area. She 
too wanted to become a guerilla and fight for an egalitarian society. She married the Sangam 
leader of the village and her choice was also according to her ideas about her future. She was 
selected into the propaganda squad formed by the party to propagate revolutionary politics in 
the area. The team went to many villages in the area singing songs and holding meetings. On 
18-06-1998, the team had reached Kambhampalli village in Tadicherla mandal and held a 
meeting. After the meeting they were resting in the village. The police attacked them and in 
that incident Com. Jyothi was martyred. 
 
Comrade Premlatha (Padma) 
Martyrdom : 09-08-1998 
 

Premlatha was born in Timmapur village of Elkathurthy mandal of 
Karimnagar district in a middle peasant family in 1968. She was the loving 
sister of three elder brothers and the apple of the eye of her parents. Since 
it was a feudal village they married her off at the young age of 11 years. 
She stayed for another four years in her parents home and continued her 
studies. She joined her husband at Warangal in 1983 to study for her 10th 
class. Warangal was by then the bastion of RSU and many student 
struggles were erupting under its leadership. Her partner was already a 

radical student. She also got into touch with it. At the same time her brother also started 
working in RYL in their village. This brought her closer to the movement.  
 
She did Home Sience course in 1984 and worked in RSU. She campaigned in the villages 
nearby Warangal on women's problems along with other radical women students. In that 
summer she participated in the RYL conference held at Anantpur. Her active practice turned 
her into a full-time activist within a few days. 
She took up the responsibility of maintaining a party den even while doing that course. She 
efficiently maintained the den which was used by important leaders like Puli Anjanna and 
Ailanna. 
 
She became pregnant in 1985 and the party sent her home for delivery and she gave birth to 
a boy. That bond was difficult for her to break immediately and she stayed at home till 1989. 
In these four years she faced police harassment. Her brothers were arrested and the police 
were hounding her partner. This mental harassment could not decrease her commitment. 
She left her three year old boy and joined the movement in Srikakulam as her partner was 
working there. She changed her name as Padma and joined the squad.  
 
The first full fledged squad which was formed in Srikakulam was the Kondabaridi squad. Till 
then there were single organizers or 1+l, 1+2 squads. She became its member in 1990. She 
never donned the uniform till then and was very shy even to wear it. With her frail body and 
inexperience in forest life, she had to work very hard to work in that mountainous terrain. Her 
steps never slackened. The main inhabitants of that area were the Savara adivasis. She did 
not know anything about their language, food or culture. But this did not deter her from 
mingling with the people. Soon she adapted herself to their food and learnt their language too. 
At first people thought that all uniformed persons were policemen. So it was necessary to 
reduce their fears and win their confidence. Padma who could mingle with the people well, 
played a key role in fulfilling this task. As she knew the local language the squad depended 
very much on her. Talking with the people, arranging food, preparing people to work as 
guides as it was a new area - all this fell on Padma and she fulfilled them well. 
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Sangams were gradually formed and their number increased to 70. At first not even one 
woman joined the squad but with the efforts of Padma and other women comrades, 30 
women organizations were formed. Her initiative in going into people's homes directly and 
talking with them helped in this effort. Her efforts were also seen in increasing the 
participation of women in the Bamini pocket. 
 
The squad prepared the people to fight for fair prices for tamarind. People took a procession 
to Seethampet. They also took up the struggle to build a dam at Jamparkot near Palakonda. 
People seized 500 acres of land lords' land in Puthikavalasa and Baggimarripadu in Kothur 
mandal. They took up struggles against the exploitation of usurers in Bamini mandal. 
Padma's role was important in mobilizing women in all these struggles. 
The squad raided on Polla market in 1991 with the demand for fair prices for tamarind and for 
usage of proper weighing measures. They conducted struggles against the Sondi traders in 
Pedagothili and Jumbiri. As part of the struggle the squad raided their homes and seized 
guns. Padma was part of all this. 
 
She was ideal in squad life too. Though she was new and weak in body, she participated in all 
the daily jobs in the squad. She was disciplined and tried to compete with others in matters of 
food and walking. 
 
The government could not tolerate all this and it formed sangams as a counter to these 
sangams. It created illusions that it would give loans and small contracts to those who join 
them. Padma played a role in exposing this conspiracy of the government and in dispelling 
these illusions among the people.  
 
In 1992, she was part of the survey squad which was sent to form the Nagavali squad. Later 
she joined the Nagavali squad. She worked from 1992 to 1994 in that squad. She learnt the 
Kuvi (Jathapu) language there. She worked hard with good initiative to form women's 
organizations in that area. It is not an exaggeration to say that there was not a single 
household that had not heard her name. She carved a niche for herself as 'Padma Nana'.  
She was promoted to the AC in 1995. The Janjhavathi squad was formed in 1996 and she 
worked as its deputy commander. She became its commander by the end of 1996. Though 
Chittekka was already a commander, Padma was the first woman commander who 
developed in the PW party in this division.  
 
After she became the commander, she increased her knowledge of Kuvi further and gave 
speeches in that language. The men in that area could understand Telugu a bit but the 
women did not understand a word of it. So women came in large numbers to the meetings, as 
they could hear speeches in their own tongue. Thus her role was primary in increasing the 
participation and the consolidation of women in that area. She studied the patriarchy in the 
adivasi tribes utilizing her closeness with the women. 
 
Even in the Koperdeng camp the main responsibility of talking with the people and getting 
their help was given to Padma as she could speak their language well. Even when the 
regional committee secretary Com. Rajanna talked with the people he always had her beside 
him to help him in getting his message across to them. Thus Padma became a reliable 
comrade for the division.  
 
Under her leadership many struggles were conducted in Janjhavathi area. Struggles for fair 
price for tamarind, against deception of traders in weekly markets and land struggles were 
conducted. People occupied the land of landlord Doki Satyanarayana. In Komarada mandal 
struggle was conducted against the exploitation of a landlord and the owner of a rice mill. He 
not only took high rates from the peasants who came to pound their rice in the mill but also 
gave meagre wages to the labourers in the mill. A people's court was conducted with people 
of 10 to 15 villages (5 to 6 hundred people) and he was made to apologize. He decreased the 
rate for pounding rice and increased the wages of his labourers too. In the 
Gummalakshmipuram area, Medida Satyam was a target of the movement since 1968. Even 
later he remained a people's enemy and gave information of the squad once. The party 
released a pamphlet exposing him and the squad annihilated him later. Padma led many 
struggles like these. 
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She increased the political awareness of the people by conducting the election boycott 
campaign in 1998 in the Janjhavati area effectively. She had a role in organizing students and 
employees.  
 
Though hesitant at first she always tried to fulfill her responsibilities well once she accepted 
them. This quality helped her in becoming a good commander. She was firm in assesing the 
enemy and altering the movements of the squad accordingly. C.I. Gandhi played a major role 
in the Koperdeng encounter. (He died later in the hands of the guerillas). He had already built 
up an informer network in that area. Padma recognized this fact and threatened some of the 
informers and took the necessary precautions. She was conscious in taking technical 
precautions. 
 
She was active in political matters too. She participated in the 1993 political classes in the 
division. She represented the division in the central level women's special meeting in 1994, 
the first such meeting in the PW party. She actively participated in that meeting and explained 
that report and the discussions held there after she came back to the division. She attended 
the division conference as a delegate. She participated in the regional conference as a 
delegate in 1996. She used to discuss in plenums and conferences and increased her 
understanding. She developed herself into a political activist with initiative. 
 
Though she had no big experience in military she was confident that she would fight the 
enemy at any time. She participated in the military camp in the district in 1992 with discipline. 
She also participated in the regional military camp. She fared well in the camp in spite of 
menses. She was a good runner. Once, men and women comrades competed in running. 
They were testing who would run the longest time. All men and women had given up but 
Padma went on running. Even then she had to be forcefully stopped as she had no 
competition. Such was her stamina.  
 
When police surrounded the squad at Chinantijola (Kondabaridi area) and fired on them, she 
resisted bravely. She fired and retreated. Even in the Koperdeng encounter she went on 
fighting till the last minute. She was part of the survey team formed in 1995 to find the route 
for coordination between East and Srikakulam divisions. She spoke frankly. She was very 
straight forward in criticism and self-criticism without any liberalism. She was in the forefront 
in fighting the patriarchy in the party too.  
 
She was interested in cultural field too and sang songs. She danced and participated in the 
JNM programmes with enthusiasm.  
She never looked back once she came into the movement. She could meet her son only on 
two occassions after she came to Srikakulam. She tried to see his image in the poor children 
in the villages she organized. Though she came into the movement following her husband, 
she developed her own individuality and even developed to the level of criticizing and 
correcting him.  
 
In the Koperdeng encounter on August 9, 1998 too she did not get confused in spite of the 
intense firing and retreated to some distance while firing. Then she again tried to hit the 
enemy by loading her gun and was then hit by the police bullets and died. 
Padma symbolizes the process of development of an ordinary woman into the leader of the 
people which has become the common process of development of women into leaders in the 
revolutionary movement now. 
 
Comrade Swarna (Gunnakka) 
Martyrdom : 09-08-1998 
 
Swarna (33) was born in a middle class dalit family in Venkatapuram basti in Hyderabad. She 
studied till intermediate. She loved songs and dance even from her childhood and so was 
attracted towards JNM songs at an early age. She joined it. She gave programmes with 
Gaddar team all over the state since 1981.  
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She gradually developed her political understanding and developed into a party full timer. She 
married in 1985. (He was working in Srikakulam when she died but surrendered later). Then 
the couple maintained a party den for some days.  

 
She was transferred to organizational work in 1989 and worked for some 
time among women in Visakhapatnam and joined the squads in 
Srikakulam in 1990. She changed her name as Gunnakka in memory of 
the legendary woman who had fought against the British and was martyred 
in that struggle. She belonged to Varadarajapuram in Mandasa mandal of 
Srikakulam district.  
 
Gunnakka worked in the Uddanam area for some days. Later she joined 
the Mahendra squad. She played an active role in all the struggles in that 

area especially in land struggles. The people occupied 30 acres of land of Majji Tulsidas, a 
congress MLA under the leadership of the squad. The non-adivasis used to take the lands of 
adivasis on rent. She was active in building the struggle against it. Many lands of adivasis 
were returned to them due to these struggles on a vast scale. Many wage rate increase 
struggles also took place. She was behind all these. 
 
She showed initiative to solve women's problems in Uddanam and Mahendragiri. Especially 
the maganali problem was severe in these areas. If a woman wants to remarry then the 
second husband has to give back the first husband the bride price he had paid. This was 
known as maganali. Lots of divorce cases also came to the notice of the squad for solution. 
She had a role in solving those problems properly. She was active in studying the problems of 
women and the forms of patriarchy in adivasi tribes.  
 
In December 1990, people had built a memorial column for Panigrahi near Kalinga dam. 
Though police tried to stop the people, the meeting was succesful with nearly 5 to 6 thousand 
people attending it. She was active in the preparations for this meeting. 
 
When the Devgiri squad was formed in 1994, she was sent as the deputy commander of that 
squad. Many struggles broke out in the squad's leadership. Student struggles broke out in 
Parlakimidi town. Party formed a union of private bus owners and led their struggles. She 
played an active role in these struggles. In the struggle against Parlakimidi Raju where 120 
acres of land were occupied and in distributing 6 to 7 hundred acres of land of temples, she 
played an active role. In the struggle for fair prices for tamarind also she had a role. 
Peasantry fought for about two years for Dumbpur project and five thousand of them had 
taken a rally with bullock carts in Parlakimidi town. She played an active role in this. She 
learnt to speak Odiya to mingle further with the people.  
 
In 1994, AP state plenum was held in Srikakulam division. Gunnakka's role in making 
preparatitons for the plenum and making it a success need special mention. She attended 
political classes in 1998 and improved her understanding. She attended the division level 
military camp in 1992 and improved her military skills. Her squad faced lot of repression. The 
police used to hound them. But she was fearless and kept the squad alert always. 
Gunnakka came into the movement as a cultural activist and she had kept the interest alive till 
the end. She often gave performances among the people and in party camps. Dancing was 
her forte and 'Jajjanakari Janare' dance was her favourite. She sang very well too. 
Though she was born in a city and had worked in cities in the beginning, she never hesitated 
or felt any inconvenience in working in backward adivasi areas. In Devagiri she had boils all 
over her body and suffered a lot but nothing could deter her. She took them in her stride and 
advanced in her work. 
 
She gave birth to a boy in 1996. She left the one year old baby boy at home and came back 
to work. She faced this situation bravely. She had faced harassment from her husband too. 
He even said he would leave her and marry another woman comrade. She fought politically 
with him and never let these problems affect her work. Such was her deep commitment that 
she overcame physical and mental problems and continued courageously. 
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She was a delegate in the plenum at Koperdeng. She immediately started firing and was 
trying to come out of the killing zone. She died in that firing and had really proved herself 
worthy heir of the legendary Gunnakka. Her inspiring life would always continue to give us 
stimulation to move forward. 
 
Comrade Lakshmi (Kamala) 
Martyrdom : 09-08-1998 
 

Kamala (35) was born in Koneruru in Uddanam in a poor family.  She could 
not go to school and was married off in 1981. Her husband was already 
under the influence of revolutionary politics and so their marriage was not 
conducted in a traditional manner. Though her understanding was not 
developed at that time, she agreed to this. 
 

Since she wanted to live like an ordinary house wife with her husband and children, she could 
not accept her husband's activities. So for a long time she faced mental pressure. Her family 
tried to get her divorce and perform another marriage for her. But she opposed them and 
gradually she improved her consciouness and decided to stay with him and work for the 
movement. She came closer to the party.  
 
Later her partner went underground. She stayed back looking after her daughter. She faced 
lot of repression from the police at that time. She faced problems to stay in the village too. But 
she supported her partner in spite of all these difficulties. 
 
By 1988 Kamala increased her consciousness and left her four year old daughter and went 
underground. She maintained a party den and faced all the difficulties which accompany that 
kind of work. She mingled well with the neighbours and took precautions so that nobody 
doubted them. She became a party member. She learnt to read and write after she came into 
contact with the party. Though staying away from her daughter made her sad she overcame 
that with her commitment. She used to read party literature. She fought against patriarchal 
attitudes in her partner and tried to uphold her individuality. 
Kamala came and stayed with the squads too as part of her work and she was always 
disciplined in the squads. She stayed and worked in Devagiri squad for three months at one 
time. 
 
Kamala came to the Koperdeng to meet and stay with her husband. She was in sentry when 
the attack took place. She rushed back into the camp but the enemy bullets rid her body and 
she died in that attack. Another revolutionary heir of the Uddanam area gave her life for the 
New Democratic Revolution in India. 
Her husband had surrendered to the police in 2004 but her daughter had joined the 
movement and is continuing the legacy of her mother. Kamalakka's memories remain a 
constant inspiration to her daughter. 
 
Comrade Gunnamma 
Martyrdom : ..-..-1998 
 
Com. Gunnamma (60) had fought heroically in the glorious Srikakulam movement and had 
kept alive that spirit in spite of the setback of those days. She was born in Gumma village of 
Gummalakshmipuram mandal in Srikakulam. She belonged to the Jatapu tribe. The struggles 
against the forest officers, sahukars and usurers attracted young Gunnamma into the 
movement. 
 
Com. Vempatapu Satyam was transferred as a punishment to the Srikakulam agency in 1958 
by the government due to his revolutionary ideas. But this 'punishment' turned into a 'boon' for 
the adivasis in the agency. His teachings electrified the whole agency area and showed them 
the revolutionary path. Struggles spread like a fire all over. While participating in those 
struggles, Gunnamma came to know him and married him. She gave birth to a daughter. She 
became more active with the inspiration of her husband. While working in the armed squad, 
she was making bombs and accidentally one of the bombs went off and her hand broke due 
to that. Though she lost her hand, her committment remained the same. Com. Satyam and 
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other main leaders were martyred in that movement by 1971 and many were arrested and put 
in jails. By 1972, the movement had suffered a setback. So Gunnamma went back to normal 
life. But the revolutionary spirit in her was not lost completely. She kept it alive. 
 
All kinds of ML parties tried to get her to join their parties to cash in Satyam master's and her 
name. But she opposed all those parties. The PW started working from 1983 in the district 
and by 1990 a full fledged squad had been formed. She heard about the squad and later met 
them. This enthused her a lot and she began propagating that Satyam master's party had 
come again. This assertion coming from her would have a great impact on the people who 
still regard Satyam master as their saviour and some even refuse to believe that he is no 
more. She began helping the squads in various ways. 
 
She inaugurated the Levidi memorial column built for all Srikakulam martyrs in 1995. Her 
speech on that occassion is a very inspiring one. She said, 'Satyam master used to say that 
people fought under the leadership of Alluri but it was defeated. Now we are fighting but we 
may also face defeat. But even if are defeated, we should not lose heart. A day will come 
when we would fight with increased strength. Then we would definitely attain victory. I want to 
remind you these words of Master'. Thus she expressed her firm belief and conviction about 
the victory of the revolution. She lived till the end with that confidence in the revolutionary 
party and went on helping the movement in all manners she can. She became seriously ill 
and died in 1998. Let us carry forward the revolution and make true her belief in the victory of 
the revolution. 
 
Comrade Matta Rattakka (Nirmala) 
Martyrdom : 13-08-1998 

 
It was 1978. People were happy that the gloomy days of 
emergency were over. Circumstances for working among masses 
improved. The revolutionaries became busy, winning the love of 
people and trying to get firm foothold in villages. Social boycott 
against landlords was going on vigorously in Karimnagar district. 
The landlords started fleeing villages to the cities. The landlords 
who fled to the capital became successful in getting the ‘Disturbed 
Areas Act’ passed for Jagityal and Sirisila. Manthani Tehsil of 
Karimnagar district was a centre of activities for Radical Students 
Union from the beginning. Ramayyapalli was one of those villages 
of that Tehsil where the flames of struggle burst out. Rattakka was 
born in a middle class family of that village. But everyone knew 
her as Nirmala in her 20 years of revolutionary life. Rattakka was 
a young girl in 1978. Her parents were among those common 

villagers who considered the education of girls unnecessary. Who cares for the desire of a girl 
child to study? She started working in the fields leaving her education as per her parents’ 
wishes. She also started understanding the politics of the village. She also began 
understanding the rising dissatisfaction among the farmers. When the young boys of village 
joined radical politics and started singing revolutionary songs, Rattakka started taking interest 
in their activities. The young boys rebelled against Kolanu Narsimha Reddy, a landlord of the 
village and Rattakka was also filled with revolutionary fervor seeing it. Gradually, she came 
closer to those songs and politics. In the meanwhile she got married. As her life partner was a 
worker of Revolutionary Party, her political understanding started getting sharpened. Rattakka 
entered DK in 1982 after participating in the state conference of Radical Youth League 
organised in Warangal in 1981. 
 
Imbibing the spirit of militant legacy of martyr Nirmala of Srikakulam, she became Nirmala of 
DK struggle. By then, DK movement had not yet crossed its juvenile stage. The entrance of 
women into the guerrilla squads of People’s War started in that period. Nirmala was the first 
woman comrade to work in the guerrilla squad of Gadchiroli district. Struggle was her life; she 
had immense love for people; she had confidence in Red Flag and the lofty aims of the 
martyrs were her strong inspiration. That area was new for Nirmala who had crossed the 
Godavari River to enter the area. People were new and language was also new. Guerrilla life 
was also new to her. From then on, for 20 years her consciousness and her communist iron 
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discipline of following every decision of the party heartily, earmarked her life in the party till 
end. Nirmala again took up slate and pencil after entering the guerrilla squad. Seeing the 
needs of struggle, she started learning the alphabets forgotten in childhood. In acquiring 
education she used to compete with the squad comrades. Besides being able to read in a 
short period, she was able to read party magazines to others. She used to teach politics to 
the people. She took interest in studying the problems of tribal women particularly. With the 
intention of crushing the activities of Naxalites in Gadchiroli with armed force right from the 
initial stages, the ruling classes killed Peddi Shankar in an encounter in 1980. Nirmala 
working as a guerrilla under such dreadful police repression became ill. Seeing the increasing 
needs of the division, she was given the responsibility of maintaining a den (a house in the 
cities used for operating secret activities). There she worked under the guidance of State 
Committee. She was exemplary in fulfilling the responsibilities given to her by Forest 
committee and Central Committee. It is quite difficult to operate dens artificially in the cities. If 
she flounders in answering clearly and decisively the countless questions always asked by 
the neighbours and house-owners, they may get a doubt. Particularly it is not an easy task to 
operate the den for the leading comrades as they are under high risk of getting arrested. It 
was like walking on the edge of a sword. But our comrade Nirmala acquired efficiency in this 
art. The revolutionary movement taught her to mould herself according to the conditions 
wherever she lived. She was so friendly with the neighbours that many of works got 
completed without any problems. She taught a lesson to those couriers who misbehaved with 
her a few times. Nirmala tried to correct the comrades, by explaining how to behave with the 
comrades especially with women and the importance of couriering in the revolutionary 
movement and stood as an example. ‘Misbehaviour with women’ was one of the six 
deviations in the party in 1987. Nirmala was always ahead in giving information to the Party 
about the misbehaviour of a few anarchists in den life. She contributed actively by 
participating in rectification campaign by fighting against the deviations in the party. 
 
Nirmala worked for sometime in Mumbai among the slum dwellers before entering into DK 
again. The experiences of guerrilla life were always ringing inside Nirmala who started her 
revolutionary life as a guerrilla. She came periodically to participate in the political and military 
training classes organised in the forests when working in cities. But it was her strong desire to 
continue in the field and to be armed in the battle field till her last breath. In spite of 
hysterectomy and operation of knee she was ready to work in the forest. Hence in 1996, the 
higher committee accepted her strong proposal of continuing in the forest again. In 
September 1996 Nirmala participated as a student in the first military training camp of women 
guerrillas organised in DK. Feeling delighted at the fulfilment of her desire, she participated 
enthusiastically in the military training camp. The hard labour she did with determination, at 
the age of forty is really praise-worthy. She used to compete with others in spite of suffocation 
while running on the running track. She learnt from the instructors military drill and how to fire 
a gun very attentively. During learning she always kept in mind that no hindrance should 
come in the second innings of her guerrilla life due to her staying far away from the battle field 
for 10 years. She always tried to update herself about the movement asking the 40 other 
women participants of the camp and listening to reports of struggles of all divisions from them. 
Nirmala went to work in North Bastar Division from the military training camp. She took the 
responsibility as a member of squad area committee in Keskal area. Gradually she 
understood the people of this division. She strongly argued for ending the exploitation of 
women in Gotul custom. She explained about the physical and social problems faced by the 
women due to the Gotul custom prevailing in the villages. She discussed it in her committee, 
with the members of higher committee and with the members of KAMS. Nirmala won the 
hearts of people by giving them moral support during the brutal attacks of the enemy for 
wiping out the guerilla squads. She did not retreat from the tedious guerilla life, which 
included walking for miles together, carrying heavy loads, going sleepless, doing sentry duty 
etc in spite of her illness. The pain in her knee joints increased from the beginning of 1998. 
On the one side there was terrible repression while on the other side her treatment went on 
getting postponed due to lack of medical facilities in the guerrilla life. Nirmala, understanding 
difficulties of the party in making arrangements her treatment, tolerated the pains patiently 
and gave her full cooperation.  
 
The police got the information that Keskal squad was taking shelter in Chandgaon village on 
13 August, 1998 from an informer. Planning a large-scale attack, the police besieged the 
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village at 3.00 in the afternoon. At that time the squad was ready to leave after finishing a 
meeting with the people. Nirmala was in sentry duty. The police started firing from all sides. 
Nirmala fought with the enemy taking up her gun immediately. All the comrades escaped 
safely amidst the firing of the enemy. The enemy fired focussing on the sentry post due to 
which Nirmala got badly injured and fell down. With the intention of spreading terror among 
the people by killing Naxalites, the enemy shot Nirmala from close range. She got martyred in 
face to face encounter with the police at 4 pm on 13th August 1998. She breathed her last 
while defending the squad as its sentry. The death of Nirmala is a heavy loss to the 
revolutionary movement of DK. Due to her death the revolutionary movement was deprived of 
a great comrade who in her revolutionary life of 20 years achieved special experience and 
proved her strong determination as a guerrilla amidst many ups and downs of the movement. 
The responsible comrades regretted and did self-criticism for the delay in deciding the rank of 
Nirmala, when she entered second time into DK in 1996. Due to this mistake, she lost the 
opportunity of participating in the party plenum of DK in November 1997 in which the women 
comrades of commander rank participated. Criticizing the party leadership she said that any 
type of negligence should not be done in deciding the rank of cadres especially of women. 
Her criticism was right and we should always keep it in mind. She never tolerated male-
domination on her in the party - wherever and in whatever degree it may be present. She 
requested that everybody should act upon right democratic values consciously in the 
revolutionary movement. She herself implemented them. She upheld the communist tradition 
in teaching whatever she knew to the comrades and people and also by learning from them. 
She rarely got chance to meet her daughter amidst severe repression but whenever she met, 
she always asked her to serve people and work hard as a good worker in the revolutionary 
movement because the liberation of women was possible only through the emancipation of all 
people from oppression. Along with it, she always emphasized that women should never lag 
behind in studies. Bowing our heads in the memory of Nirmala who presented an example in 
many matters, we once again take oath that we will fulfill the wishes of martyrs! 
 
Comrade Gandham Lakshmi 
Martyrdom : 19-08-1998 
 
On 19-08-1998, the police surrounded from three sides the squad near the hills of Gollapalli 
village and the squad resisted heroically for five hours. Six valuable comrades laid down their 
lives there. Out of them, three were women comrades. 
 
Com. Lakshmi was born in a poor family in the Mogilipeta village of Mallapur mandal of 
Karimnagar dt. She used to roll beedis from childhood to support her poor family. She began 
understanding the exploitation on the poor even as a child and wanted to fight this system. So 
she began working in the village Sangam from 1991. She mobilized the beedi workers in the 
Metpalli area and was in the forefront in the struggles for wage increase. She became a full 
time activist in 1992. She joined the women's team as Arunakka and went about the whole 
area organizing women into women's organization. In that process, in 1993, the other 
members of the women's team were arrested and she joined the guerilla squad as per the 
party's decision. She won the confidence of the people in Peddapalli area through her work. 
She was transferred to the Malyala squad in 1996. She learnt to read and write in the party. 
Gradually she became a party member and developed to the level of ACM. In encounters with 
the police, she fought valiantly and escaped safely.  She never panicked while facing the 
enemy. In Guttapalli, she resisted the police who had ambushed them at mid-night and she 
escaped safely from it. She retreated alone and later met the squad. She was fearless. In the 
police attack at Kothapalli too, she resisted valiantly. She participated efficiently in blasting the 
Pothkapalli PS where weapons were also seized. 
 
She was martyred in the Mallannapet encounter. Even here she resisted the police for five 
hours till all the ammunition on her was spent. Though one by one, five of her colleagues had 
laid down their lives in front of her eyes she valiantly fought on. It is a great loss to the 
movement to have lost such a brave soldier of the revolution. 
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Comrade Vilasaram Vijayalakshmi 
Martyrdom : 19-08-1998 
 
Com. Vijayalakshmi was born in a poor family in Buggaram village of Dharmapuri mandal, 
Karimnagar dt. She went through many difficulties since her childhood. Her father had died 
and she was elder of the two siblings. As the elder daughter the responsibility of helping her 
mother fell to her. She became a child labourer rolling beedis. Gradually she began 
understanding about exploitation and the oppression of women. She was inspired by the 
revolutionary activities in her area and dreamed of becoming a guerilla to fight agaisnt the 
unjust society. With great determination, she got hold of the contact of the squad. In 
September 1997, she became a full time activist in the party. She worked as full timer for 
some time and in March 1998, she joined the Malyala squad as a member. When the police 
ambushed them at Guttalapalle, she was not frightened or confused and safely retreated from 
there. Though she had health problems, she participated in all the works in the squad and 
thus won their affection. Within a short period she was martyred in the Mallannapet 
encounter. 
 
 
Comrade Nagamani 
Martyrdom : 19-08-1998 
 
Com. Nagamani was born in the Buggaram village of Sarangapur mandal, Karimnagar dt. 
She had a daughter and two sons. She was harassed by her husband and had also faced the 
evil actions of lumpens and anarchic elements in her village. She developed her 
understanding about the causes for exploitation and the atrocities on women. She hated 
patriarchal attitudes and opposed discrimination on women. She wanted to join the revolution 
to put an end to all this. She was in contact with the squad for one year trying to understand 
the politics of revolution. Then she decided to leave her husband, children and everything to 
become a guerilla. She began working as a full timer from April 1998. She learnt to read and 
write in the party. Though she faced health problems she took it in her stride and withstood in 
the guerilla life by overcoming all the difficulties in that life. She was developing herself to 
fulfill more important tasks in the revolution when her life was cut short abruptly in the 
Mallannapet encounter.  
 
Comrade Pauribai Salami 
Martyrdom :..-08-1998 
 
By the decade of 1990, the revolutionary movement of DK marched from Gadchiroli to 
Bhandara. The people of border area already knew about the revolutionary movement. The 
adivasi people of Bhandara district go to the forests of Gadchiroli for livelihood every year for 
cutting bamboo. There they got acquainted with the revolutionaries. They always requested 
revolutionary guerrillas to come to Bhandara district because the atrocities of forest 
department and moneylenders had increased without bounds. Thus the people of Bhandara 
district were already familiar with the revolutionaries and revolutionary movement before 
extension of the revolutionary movement. Comrade Pauri Bai was one among the 
innumerable people inviting guerrillas to their area. She got integrated with the revolutionary 
movement since the guerrilla squad had extended to Bhandara district. Within a short time, 
the units of DAKMS and KAMS got established in all the villages there. Hundreds of men and 
women got organised in the revolutionary mass organizations. Pauri Bai joined the 
organization when it was formed in Sukadi village. Comrade Pauri Bai was born in Bande 
village of Devri Tehsil of Bhandara district. Born in an extremely poor family, Pauri Bai was 
married into a Salami family of Sukadi village. By1992-93 she was a young woman of 25-26 
years and a mother of three children. She lived with two daughters, a son, husband and in-
laws. She had always had deep affection for the guerrillas. When she started doing works 
given by the party with enthusiasm and full responsibility, the police noticed her. She was 
elected the president of KAMS in the village. Besides the women of village, women of nearby 
villages also looked up to her as a popular leader. She became a symbol of struggle.  
 
Pauri Bai severely hated those contractors and government, who were plundering the adivasi 
since years. Naturally, she participated in revolutionary movement with class hatred. She 
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stood courageously against the tendu leaf contractors of Andhra, Maharashtra and other 
regions who came to their area and demanded that their just demands be fulfilled. She said 
very clearly that until the wage rates were not increased, leaves would not be plucked in the 
forest. Thus she led the labourers without compromising with the contractors. She gave a 
taste of her fighting spirit in the struggle for wage increase in bamboo cutting too. The illiterate 
Pauri participated in the discussion with contractors without any hesitation and made them 
accept the workers' demands. In this way, she filled in the hearts of class enemy with terror. 
She not only participated in the rally of hundreds of people organised in Devri against police 
repression, but also led all the people of that region. Pauri, by opening a front against the 
government officials on the genuine problems of Burad community (a community which earns 
its livelihood by selling things made from bamboo), led the people who raised their voice in 
Devri. The police kept an eye on every activity and demands put up in a democratic manner 
by Pauri. The Maharashtra government starting barbaric repression for suppressing the 
increasing mass struggles in the districts of Gadchiroli and Bhandara and granted full rights to 
the beastly police forces. All the forests seethed with the atrocities of khaki forces. The police 
came in 12 vehicles to Sukadi to arrest Pauri Bai. But she remained unyielding. She did not 
fight individually against these police forces; rather she fought by means of organised power. 
When all the women of village, standing in support of Pauri Bai, fought firmly with the police, 
they fled away in fright. But police were bent on arresting Pauri Bai at any cost. She stood as 
a challenge to the police forces. Only by conspirating against her, which was an old tactic of 
theirs, could they finally succeed in arresting her in 1993. It was the time when the entire 
region was trembling with the abominable Mangehjahri massacre where 14 people were 
abducted and later killed by the police. Pauri Bai became a victim of police atrocities. She 
bore severe inhuman and barbarous tortures of the police for the sake of revolutionary 
movement. The police started raping every woman taken to lock up. This anguished her a lot. 
But she did not lose courage. She consoled women comrades that they should not lose heart 
with these atrocities of police and that very soon this oppression would come to an end. In 
spite of basic facilities like water for bathing and sanitary napkins during menstruation being 
denied in the lock up, she tried to fill the women prisoners with courage by saying that they 
should not kneel down before the police. Away from her children and family, she endured an 
intolerable life for three years in Nagpur jail.  
 
Being a rural adivasi woman, jail life was quite torturous indeed. This life which she had never 
seen, presented this system more nakedly before her. That made her more determined. 
Police filed many false cases against her including TADA. Getting bail was very difficult for 
her and to give surety as demanded by court was a bigger problem for her family. In spite of 
it, the people of Sukadi left no stone unturned in getting the darling of their village released. At 
last they got her released on conditional bail. Pauri Bai’s health was badly affected due to the 
prolonged jail life. She was even deprived the chance of living peacefully with her children 
and family. She had to go Devri police station for signing every week. The second big 
problem was that she had to spend a minimum of Rs. 400 every month to go for each court 
hearing at Nagpur. The poor tribal family was already going through financial crisis and now 
due to the repressive measures of police, their condition became worse. After getting 
released from the jail, she met guerrillas immediately and told her story of miseries. She 
learnt about the changes that took place in those three years from them. She expressed 
confidence that oppression would not continue forever and their liberation was inevitable. She 
showed hatred towards those who had degenerated from revolutionary movement.  
 
Even after getting released from jail, the police did not stop harassing Pauri Bai. The police 
started keeping Pauri Bai in lock up after taking her into custody for a week during the July 
28th martyr's memorial week. The situation was same at the time of election. On the one side, 
the government continued police repression on a large scale while on the other side it took up 
bogus reforms for diverting people from revolutionary movement. By taking up programmes 
like ‘Jan Jagaran Abhiyan’, ‘Gaon Bhent’, police began distributing lanterns, utensils etc to the 
women of the village. Pauri Bai threw all these things at their faces. Saying ‘you are enemy of 
people, we would not take even a straw form you’, she broke all the things on the spot. This 
was an example of her revolutionary determination and intense hatred towards enemy. She 
was a very sensitive person. If any mishap came on guerrillas or if there was any news of 
encounter with police, she used to be anguished. Until she did not learn the facts from the 
guerrillas she used to be restless. She used to be eager for providing food without wasting 
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any time to the guerrillas who came to her village. She was a brave and loving woman as well 
as a great comrade. The illness as a result of jail life, financial trouble due to continuous 
harassment by police and courts and severe poverty took their toll on Pauri Bai and she 
physically departed from us in August 1998. 
 
At that time of her death she was not more than 30 years old. This exploitative system had 
taken her life. But her ideals and sacrifices will always inspire us. Her determination to 
struggle, hatred towards enemy, and incessant trust for revolutionary movement - all these 
have to be followed by every comrade. We will salute the martyrdom of this great warrior 
bowing our heads. Our KAMS has lost a great leader. Although the revolutionary movement 
has suffered a loss due to her death, the rising movement going ahead in the light of the 
goals of martyrs would come out of this loss replenishing itself with new forces everyday. The 
revolutionary movement shares the grief with the people of Sukadi village and with the family 
of Pauri Bai. The revolutionary movement remains with them in their periods of distress and 
rededicates itself with determination towards its aim while anticipating more and more support 
from them in the struggle going on for ending this system! 
 
Comrade Lakshmi (Sarita) 
Martyrdom : 03-12-1998 
 
Com. Sarita was martyred in the encounter with the police on December 3, 1998 when they 
attacked the political classes camp in the Sirnapalli area of Nizamabad dt. She was born in 
the struggle village Adivipadira in the Ellareddypet mandal of Karimnagar dt. Her two sisters 
were married off as children. Along with her elder brother, she underwent many difficulties in 
life in her growing years. In 1994, her brother went to work in the party as a full timer. She 
maintained the family by rolling beedis. She built up a Sangam of the beedi workers by 
explaining to them to fight against their exploitation. At the same time, she was in the forefront 
in forming the women's organization in the village. Though some Sangam activists had 
surrendered before the police, she never lost the spirit for revolution and held aloft the red 
flag. In 1994, her brother was killed in a fake encounter by the police. Sarita was working as a 
full timer by then and this incident only served to increase her class hatred. She worked in the 
Sircilla squad at first and then in the Banswada squad. During her squad life, they had 
encounters with the police many times but she fought courageously. She learnt to read and 
write in the party and very soon could read books. Sarita was always affectionate with her 
fellow comrades but was straight forward in criticizing them. She sincerely self criticized when 
comrades pointed out her mistakes.  
 
Once while Sarita was walking as part of the pilot team, her gun went off accidentally and her 
right elbow was crushed to pieces. When she went to the hospital for treatment, the police 
arrested her on information. They tortured her severely even twisting the steel rod which was 
fixed in her hand. But she withstood all that and never revealed anything. She came and 
joined the squad in 1997 again and took up responsibility as an ACM. She attended the 
plenum in 1997 November and discussed about the problems the movement faced and gave 
her frank opinions. Since she did not get proper treatment in the jail for her hand she had to 
undergo a surgical operation about 17 times. They used the bone in her leg for this.  
 
She was unarmed when the police attacked the camp on December 3, 1998 and was caught 
by the police. They tortured and killed her on the spot. Sarita laid down her life for the people. 
Her life and death give us many lessons to follow. 
 
Comrade Eeramma (Chenchu Lakshmi) 
Martyrdom : 15-03-1999 
 
Comrade Eeramma was born in Rayavaram village of Lingala mandal of Mahboobnagar dt. 
she was born in the Chenchu tribe which is one of the most backward tribes of Andhra 
Pradesh. She was married off at a young age forcefully. She could not bear the patriarchal 
oppression on her by the elders in the family and tribal chiefs. She escaped from her home 
and was roaming about the forest as a rebel against the social customs. At that time, 
struggles broke out in the Lingal mandal with Nallmala as the centre of these struggles. She 
was attracted by these struggles and joined the movement as a full timer along with her 
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brother in 1987. In 1990, during the legal period, she was in the forefront in mobilizing women 
in the land struggles and anti-state struggles. In 1993, the enemy had attacked villages to 
terrorize the people with the aim of wiping out the squads. At that time they attacked 
Lakshmi's village too and had tortured her brother. They put pressure on her family because 
of her joining the movement. Mahboobnagar is known as a famine ridden district and the 
Nallamala forests and the adjacent villages were the worst hit. She prepared the famine 
ridden people for conducting famine raids and she participated in these raids with them. In the 
1995 conference, she was elected to the AC and took up the responsibility of building 
women's movement in the Achampet area. She built up women's organizations in villages of 
the area. She worked day and night to mobilize women on their problems. 
 
Lakshmi participated as a delegate in the 1995 South Telangana regional conference and 
keenly criticized the patriarchal tendencies in the party, thus helping the party in rectifying the 
mistakes. In 1997, she was in the forefront in mobilizing the people to occupy 250 acres of 
lands of the land lords Narayan Reddy and Savaraiah of Macharam, Ramachandra Reddy 
(CPM) of Onnolu and other land lords in the Achampet mandal even amidst repression. In 
1997, the commander of the Kalwakurthy squad was martyred and the AC did not function. In 
that condition, she took up the responsibility of the deputy commander of that squad and was 
in the forefront in advancing the movement there. Amidst severe repression, she played a fine 
role in occupying lands of Settipalli and Peeta villages and in distributing 700 acres of land 
which was seized from the land lords in Ajilapuram.  
 
She was very active and fearless in the military field and participated in the RC military camp 
with great initiative. She fulfilled the responsibility as a member of the defence team in many 
camps. She served as a model to all the women comrades in the district in the military field. In 
August 1995, the squad was surrounded by the police in a house shelter in Turkapalli. She 
escaped from the encirclement along with the squad rapidly firing at the enemy. During the 
1996 elections, police attacked the squad which was conducting a Sangam meeting. She 
valiantly resisted the police and helped in the safe retreat of the comrades from there. She 
played a key role in the attack on the 'Dindi' PS which was conducted to protest the 
encounters of City Committee comrades of Hyderabad and Secunderabad twin cities. She 
was in the forefront in attacking the police at Kondanagula in protest against the encounter 
killing of Com. Damodar, SCM and the secretary of South Telangana RC (STRC). She gave 
cautions in the Lakshmapur ambush for seizing and participated in seizing AK-47 rifles. She 
was a member of the assault team which raided the Pedda Kothapalli PS and displayed 
military skill in seizing 6 weapons. This raid was conducted according to the plan of STRC. In 
August, 1998, a squad member who had turned a renegade had given information about the 
whereabouts of the squad and the police attacked them with LMGs. But she fought valiantly 
and retreated safely along with the squad.  
 
She won the love and affection of the people (especially that of women) of Achampet and 
Kalwakurthy areas. She used to mingle well with them, going to their homes and enquiring 
about their problems. She learnt to read and write in the party and wrote poems and songs. 
Her poems were so good that the party leadership had specially congratulated her on them 
and asked her to write more.  
 
On March 15, 1999, she was going with the AP state committee comrades for a contact along 
with the squad. She was in the front guard and had gone to check the position in the village 
with another young guerilla of the state action team Com.Laxman. The police had ambushed 
them at Timmareddy Bayalu near Tatigundala of Amrabad mandal. Both of them had laid 
down their lives fighting the enemy heroically thus saving the head quarters of which Com. 
Mahesh (CCM, AP State secretary) was also part.  
 
In her personal life too, she displayed exemplary qualities. When her husband who was an  
RCM and secretary of the DC had committed moral mistake she criticized him severely and 
later tried to help him to come out of it. But he decided to leave the party due to his 
weaknesses. Though she loved him a lot as her friend and guide she did not follow him. She 
tried to bring him out of that weak thinking but did not succeed and he left the movement. 
Even he was very clear about her commitment and was fully aware that she would not leave 
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the party even if he left. Such was her grit! She overcame all these crises in her personal life 
in an exemplary manner by understanding the problems politically.   
Com. Lakshmi had created history as the first women to be recruited from the Chenchu tribe, 
as the first woman and Chenchu comrade to become the deputy commander in the party and 
the first Chenchu revolutionary poet. The people of Mahboobnagar mourned her loss for 
many days. They could not forget her smiling face and her melodious songs. The whole party 
was shocked to hear the news of such a promising young woman comrade. Comrades wrote 
many songs and poems on this unique comrade and paid their homage. 
 
Comrade Namitha Marandi 
Martyrdom : 25-03-1999 
 
Com. Namitha Marandi was born in the village Bongabadi of Raghunathpur Thana of Purulia 
district in West Bengal. She was in contact with the party from childhood. She did 
organizational and propaganda work. From 1996 she worked as a professional and was a 
member of Nari Mukthi Sangatan (NMS). In 1999 she died of cerebral malaria even while 
being treated for it in a hospital. She was the only child of her parents. She was just 11 years 
old. She died in a hospital on 25 March, 1999. 
 
 
Comrade Bandela Swarupa (Aruna)  
Martyrdom : 19-04-1999 
 
Com. Swarupa was born in a middle class family in Kistampet village of Cheryal mandal, 
Warangal dt. She was married to a person of her village at a young age. She faced lot of 
harassment in her in-laws house. One day they even tried to kill her for dowry. She somehow 
escaped and came back to her parents. From then on, she rolled beedis for a living and 
gradually came into party contact. She began to understand revolutionary politics. She 
thought a lot about the solutions to women's problems as she herself was a victim of this 
feudal patriarchal society. She became a full timer in October 1995 as she was convinced that 
a new democratic revolution in India is the only way out for victims like her. She participated 
in the campaigns for collecting party funds in 1995 and for boycott of elections in 1996 as a 
member of the campaign batch. She mobilized women and attended the women's seminar 
conducted in Guntur by another women's organization. In 1996, she joined the armed guerilla 
squad.  
 
In Jangaon town, some teachers in a private college were raping some students by 
threatening them. They took blue films with them forcefully and sold those casettes. They 
killed those students who opposed them and put them on railway tracks trying to pass them 
off as suicides. Aruna was a member of the action team which annihilated these wicked 
teachers (Narsimha Reddy and Narender Reddy) and she fulfilled the task given to her boldly. 
It was a rare feat for women to participate in such single actions due to various patriarchal 
restrictions in the society but she achieved it with ease. 
 
She married a DCM in February 1996. In 1997, she was transferred to Parkala squad. 
Wherever she worked, she won the affection of her comrades. She always tried to understand 
the political, economic and geographical conditions of the area she worked in. She did not 
hesitate to ask comrades to clear her doubts. She spoke in the squad meetings about the 
importance of buiding women's organizations and she put efforts to build them in the areas 
she worked in. She played a key role in recruiting many women into the party too. She 
bravely participated in the protest actions conducted against state violence. 
Though her family members put pressure on her asking her to surrender, she told them to just 
leave such hopes as she would never leave her people. She told them she may die at any 
moment and that they should not worry about her. Such was her spirit. Swarupa left us many 
ideals to learn from. Let us implement them in our lives too in order to serve the people in a 
better way. 
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Comrade Meena (Madavi Sammakka) 
Martyrdom :26-04-1999 
 
The life of Meena was a struggle against the rotten traditions. The life of Meena, who entered 
the revolutionary movement for the liberation of women fighting against the oppressive 
traditions, is a model for the oppressed women. She opposed boldly the custom of marrying 
away women against their wishes. Meena waged a courageous struggle to join the 
revolutionary movement. She was a valiant fighter. She was a revolutionary inspiration. In 
June 1987, Meena came out of her in-laws house breaking the bond of marriage and entered 
a new world by challenging the ancient gondi traditions. On 26th April, 1999 she sacrificed her 
life while fighting with the enemy in police firing near Jarewada for the sake of ideals she 
believed in. Meena was born 30 years ago in a poor adivasi Madaavi family of Karrem village 
under Etapalli Tehsil.  
 
Her parents gave her the name ‘Sammakka.’ Meena worked in the fields, plucked tendu 
leaves in forest and did other works as a labourer from childhood bearing the responsibilities 
of running the family. Her parents married her off at the age of 18 to one of their close 
relatives. She did not like this marriage at all. It was unbearable for her to spend her whole life 
with a man whom she did not like. She did not want to live in that hell forever. While on the 
one hand she was incapable of opposing the male-governed customs and traditions troubling 
women from centuries, on the other hand she was not ready to compromise with the married 
life and a struggle was going on in her thoughts. It was then that she heard about the 
revolutionaries. But she was having some apprehensions. The government on one hand and 
the ruler of Ahiri on the other were making malicious propaganda against the women 
participating in the revolutionary movement. They said, “Crossing the borders of Andhra, the 
naxalites had come only for the tribal gond women. They are all robbers, dacoits, hooligans 
and collectively use a woman.” A publicity campaign had been started with such extreme 
abominable allegations. For a married young woman, born and brought up in a Rajgond 
adivasi family, it requires a lot of courage to take a decision in such a situation. She had to 
revolt against her family and against her in-laws. She had to rebel agaisnt tribal headmen and 
the cruel customs and traditions implemented by them. In those days KAMS was not yet built 
up in that area. The number of women was also less in the guerrilla squads. Even those who 
were present were from the plains and so it took them time to observe and comprehend 
adivasi traditions. They grew up in a different culture. These women comrades obeyed party’s 
decision and came to the new area with the purpose of organising women and put in serious 
efforts to mingle with the local women. Now Meena had to discuss her problems with those 
women only. The solution, which she wanted, had to be put in front of them. She was afraid 
whether they would accept it or not. She was in a dubious situation. What would she do if they 
do not accept?! She could not live anywhere else. If she came to her maternal house secretly 
seeking an escape from the undesired family, she was snubbed and insulted. When the 
parents became angrier, in spite of her being their own daughter, they even resorted to 
violence to send her back again to her in-laws in an inhuman way. They feared the society a 
lot. Perplexed with this condition, Meena could neither live in her maternal house nor in her in 
laws house. In such a situation, she thought of solving her problem through the squad, which 
occasionally came to the village. Meena had apprehensions that if she declares openly her 
intention of joining the squad then there might be serious consequences of it and the elders 
may react violently. Moreover, she was sceptical whether the squad would oppose these 
people for her sake or not. She also had doubts as to what preconditions would be put up. 
Come what may, she thought and she first told about her sufferings to the women comrades 
of squad. She cried. She said that if the squad refused, her life itself would become 
meaningless. As a socially oppressed woman, she opened every page of her life in front of 
them. The comrades understood the sufferings in the life of Meena. Understanding that 
women in various societies fall victim to the male-supremacist oppression in different ways, 
comrades assured Meena and told her that problems should be solved by joining the 
revolutionary movement to fight against the discriminatory system. With this Meena’s life took 
a new turn. Saying good-bye to the past life and experiences ‘Sammakka’ entered into the 
squad and changed her name to Meena. All this was in 1987.  
 
As a member of Perimili squad, Meena learned the discipline of guerrillas with determination. 
The reserved Meena, after getting acquainted with the guerrillas started knowing the new 
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world. Meena who was deprived of academic studies started learning alphabets and became 
literate while fulfilling the responsibilities of a squad member. She became a party member by 
1988-89. By then, her level of consciousness rose and she was always ready to go wherever 
the Party sent her. Working with responsibility as a Party member, she developed close 
relations with the women of Perimili Area to mobilise them into KAMS. In 1989- 90 she was 
transferred as a member of the survey squad. Starting from Tipragarh to Bhandara, 
Salekassa, Darekassa till Taanda they surveyed and enriched the party geography with their 
new experiences. By carrying the struggles taken up by the Party to the masses, she worked 
as a reliable party member to make those struggles successful. By 1991, Meena married the 
commander of Etapalli squad and became a member of the same squad. She had never 
thought that she would get married again and lead a married life. She had never imagined it. 
She was happy with the opportunities provided by the revolutionary movement to the women.  
Meena suffered much with gynic problems. Struggling with her illness for a long period, she 
continued her guerrilla life. On one side, there was serious illness while on the other there 
was brutal repression. They were really testing times. But still she did not lose her faith in 
masses and party politics. As a senior worker of the Party, she showed her talent in 
increasing the confidence of the people. On getting the news of her brother joining the police 
department, she said very clearly “class relations are greater than blood relations”. She never 
bowed under the pressure of her family and never left the Party and masses. Later, coming 
back to the Perimili squad according to the needs of the party, she took her last breath amidst 
the people of that area. When the enemy unleashed brutal repression committing atrocities on 
women, Meena stood with the victims and instilled confidence in them. 
 
When police started killing the young generation of Gadchiroli in fake encounters, Meena 
explained the reality about the enemy to the mothers who lost their children and showed them 
the path of struggle. When police raided the houses of revolutionaries, insulting and harassing 
their children and life-partners, Meena used to console them. She explained to them that only 
when this blood thirsty system is overthrown, their problems would come to an end. She also 
explained to the young girls joining the squad to follow the squad discipline and told them not 
to tolerate patriarchy etc. Meena was a good friend, well-wisher and leader of guerrilla women 
and of all the oppressed women of society. She got martyred while fighting the enemy, 
leaving the responsibility of fulfilling her dreams and aims to us. Going ahead on the path 
shown by Meena and continuing struggle for fulfilling the wishes of immortal martyrs will only 
be our true homage to them!  
 
 
Comrade Hymakka (Kanakalakshmi) 
Martyrdom :02-05-1999 
 
Com. Hyma was born in Muthojipeta village in Narsampet area of Warangal dt. She had faced 
many problems in her life as a poor peasant woman. She went to work in the fields since her 
childhood. Once when a person tried to rape her, she brought him to book in a people's court 
and thrashed him there with chappals. She came into contact with the Sangam and from then 
onwards used to carry a knife for self-defence. She distributed pamphlets of the party 
secretely. While working actively in the Sangam, her parents tried to marry her off by selling 
the meagre land they had, but she escaped and joined the party as a full time activist. She 
married in the squad within a short period. Her husband wanted to leave the party and put 
pressure on her to follow him. She was not politically mature, so she went with him to 
Hyderabad. They did not surrender and did odd jobs for a living. They had to live without 
getting traced by the ex-naxalites and informers and had undergone many difficulties. Finally 
her father informed the police and both of them were arrested and put in jail. She learnt to 
read and write in the jail and as a member of the jail committee she led struggles with the 
demands of the prisoners. After they were released from the jail, her husband died and she 
faced many problems from her parents, in-laws and the society. But she did not lose spirit and 
worked as a labourer, looking after her son. She tried for the contact of the squad and got it. 
She gave away her son to friends in adoption and joined the squad again. She resisted the 
police when they attacked the study camp at Karlapalli on 2-5-1999 and died saving the lives 
of her comrades. Thus she died a hero's death. In spite of all the ups and downs in her 
personal life, she never lost the revolutionary spirit. A comrade had written down her life 
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history and all the problems she faced in life and it was published after her martyrdom. This 
would help comrades in understanding the different aspects in a revolutionary's life. 
 
Comrade Sandhya (Sayavva) 
Martyrdom: 09-05-1999 
 
On May 9, 1999, the special police launched a massive attack on the Ellareddy squad in the 
Kanchumal-Kondapur squad and killed six people. One of them was 14 year old Sandhya. 
Rukmavva, her mother who had come to meet her had died in that attack too. Though 
Sandhya was young and had a tiny frame, she used to do military practice with lot of interest 
and determination.  
 
Comrade Rukmavva  
Martyrdom: 09-05-1999 
 
Rukmavva was a sympathizer of the party and her daughter Com. Sandhya had joined the 
squad at a very young age. Rukmavva had come to the squad to meet her daughter when the 
encounter at Kanchumal forests took place and she had laid down her life along with her 
daughter there. This cruel state had killed the mother and daughter without any trace of 
humanity.  
 
One woman comrade  
Martyrdom: 09-05-1999 
 
This squad member was martyred in the encounter in Kanchumal encounter. 
 
Comrade Belli Lalitha 
Martyrdom : 26-05-1999 
 

Com. Belli Lalitha was the co-convenor of Telangana Kala Samithi 
and the leader of Dol Debba and a very popular people's singer. She 
was murdered in the most gruesome manner by hacking her to 17 
pieces on May 26, 1999. This was done by the black gangs formed 
with full state support to crush the revolutionary movement especially 
the legal activities of the revolutionary and progressive mass 
organizations in Andhra Pradesh. Chandrababu Naidu had resorted 
to one of the most repressive measures for about nine years of his 
regime, not only on the Naxalite movement but on any kind of 
opposition to his World Bank dictated policies. Lalitha's murder was 
the third murder by the black gang of Nayeem with the full backing of 

the notorious AP intelligence and the Home minister Madhava Reddy not to mention the CM 
himself.  
 
Lalitha's murder created tremors in all the progressive and democratic sections of Andhra 
Pradesh. Her body was hacked into 17 pieces and all the parts were thrown away in different 
wells and lakes around Bhongir. The ruling classes had propagated lies to cover up this 
murder by saying that she had gone to meet the PW squads and that the parts did not belong 
to her body. They had even released a forgery letter in her name which tried to portray the 
PW leaders in their worst avatars. Finally all the lies were exposed nakedly and there are very 
few instances where the wrath of the people had been directed against the government on 
such a vast scale. People turned out in thousands to pay homage and to express their deep 
anger and hatred against the government in the funeral of this nightingale of Telangana. 
When Madhava Reddy was later killed in a mine blast by the PW guerillas in 2000 and that 
too on the eve of March 8, the International Women's Day, the joy of the people knew no 
bounds. For, he was not only one of the most brutal Home ministers of AP who had killed 
hundreds of revolutionaries but also was behind Lalitha's murder. The people felt that it was a 
fitting homage to kill him on the eve of March 8 avenging Lalitha's murder. 
 
Lalitha belonged to Bhongir area which was the constituency of Madhava Reddy too. She 
worked in the Suryavanshi Cotton Mills in Bhongir as a worker and participated actively in 
organizing them. She was the leader of the Golla Kurma caste organization Dol Debba which 
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fought for their upliftment. She was an extraordinary singer who could mesmerize and rouse 
the people with her booming voice and lively expressions. She joined the Telangana Kala 
Samithi which worked in the cultural field for Separate Telangana state. She gave 
programmes all over South Telangana propagating this demand. The ruling classes are 
against this democratic demand of the people of Telangana and so the popularity of Lalitha 
and the politics she was propagating for Separate Telangana frightened them. They were 
afraid that her popularity would turn into physical force of the people. So they resorted to 
eliminating the popular leaders and Lalitha was a prime target.  
 
The ruling classes thought that they could terrorize the people and disperse them with such 
heinous acts, but just the opposite happened. Lalitha's murder had united many sections of 
the people. A struggle committee was formed at the state level for justice in this case and 
they took up many protest programmes involving thousands of people.  
 
Lalitha's songs will forever reverberate in the Telangana villages giving voice to their agonies 
and ecstasies. She had carved a niche in the hearts of the people as one of the most popular 
people's singers this country had ever produced and that too as a female artiste. Her beautiful 
face and voice will forever remain etched in the collective memory of the AP people.  
 
Comrade Indira 
Martyrdom : 06-06-1999 
 
Com. Indira belonged to Medak district. She was from a Muslim family. She was inspired by 
the class struggles of the Medak and Nizamabad districts and got recruited into the sqaud in 
1993. She worked in the Banswada and Ellareddypet squads. She was then shifted to Sircilla 
squad. She was a party member and worked reponsibily in the squads. She was martyred 
along with her husband Ramchander who was a DCM in an encounter at Vanpalli of 
Nizamabad district.  
 
Comrade Karuna (Srilatha) 
Martyrdom : 13-06-1999 
 
Com. Karuna was the secretary of the Parkal Area VMS. An informer tipped off about her 
when she was taking shelter in Charlapalli after talking with the women of the village and she 
was arrested by the police. They tortured her and killed her in a fake encounter. 
 
Srilatha was born in a poor family in Jakaram village, Mulugu mandal, Warangal dt. She was 
in party contact from 1996. She was the eldest of the three siblings. She studied upto 5th 
standard. She observed keenly the conditions of women,dalits and poor peasants like her and 
wanted to change the society which oppressed them. She had faced caste discrimination too. 
In 1998 Srilatha's parents fixed her marriage. On the eve of her marriage she ran away from 
the house and joined the party as a full timer. Since she was not used to squad life boils 
erupted on her soles. But she never stopped. She tried to walk equally with others. She used 
to do sentry and other duties too without exhaustion. Even though she was sick, she never 
gave her luggages to others. She used to study the problems of the women in the villages 
whenever she met them. 
 
As part of building Parkal Area women's movement, she was elected as the Area VMS 
secretary in the first conference. She worked hard to develop women's movement in the area. 
She developed contacts among women and connected them with the party. She used to 
paste posters and give paper statements on women's issues in the area. She put tremendous 
efforts to build the women's movement in the Parkal area. 
 
In the Parkal area many sympathizers were caught by the police and tortured by the police. 
They destroyed the houses of party full time activists and put pressure on their families to 
make them surrender.  
 
Karuna not only withstood all this with great committment but also upheld the morale of 
women in such circumstances. She roamed the villages amidst severe repression and 
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showed zeal in building units of the VMS. Some times lumpen gangs followed her, singing 
film songs and trying to harass her. She bravely resisted all such gangs. 
 
DSP Malhar Rao, Special SI Raghavendra Rao and SI Rajaratnam led the police team and 
kidnapped her in a car. She was tortured severely but she did not reveal anything. She was 
killed in cold blood and her body was thrown in the Nadikuda hills and they falsely propagated 
that she died in an "encounter". 
 
Comrade Swarna (Bhagya) 
Martyrdom : 25-06-1999 
 
Com. Swarna was born in a poor family in Pachala Nadikudi of Velpur mandal. She had 
undergone much travail in life. She grew up in Sunket village in her maternal uncles' home 
since she was a child. The Praja Pantha's opportunistic politics were dominant in the village. 
The PW party entered the village in 1990 and it was then that the Praja Pantha's selfish 
motives were exposed. People abhorred the party. Swarna was inspired by the politics of PW 
and grew fond of the PW guerillas who were ready to sacrifice their lives for the people. She 
used to give shelter to the village activists in her home and did her bit in protecting them 
during police raids.  
 
She joined the women's organization in Sunket in 1992. After working in it for one year and 
gaining experience in organizing people, she joined the party as a full timer in 1993. She 
worked for one year as a squad member in the Bhimgal squad. But she went back home as 
she had some problems in continuing. But her love for the party was not reduced. She once 
again did a rethinking and came back into the party's fold at the end of 1994. This time she 
worked as a member in the Sirnapalli squad.  
 
Swarna had good initiative in doing works and mingled well with the guerillas. She was a hard 
worker too. She learnt to read and write in the party. She realized the importance of literacy 
and so encouraged her fellow comrades to learn well. She studied the problems of women in 
the area with lot of interest. She used to discuss in the squad meetings about women's 
movement and about building women's organization units in the area with initiative. After 
attending the special women's meeting, her undestanding about the women's movement 
improved further. She joined the civil Mahila team and went to the villages in civil clothes. She 
had developed the women's movement and units to such an extent that area level VMS could 
be built up through her efforts. She developed many contacts among women. After working 
as a PR for one year, she was promoted into the AC in March 1999 and was sent as the in-
charge of the armed Mahila team. Though she had health problems she did not hesitate to 
take up this responsibility. She could mingle even with those comrades who would criticize 
her and won their confidence with her leadership qualities.  
 
A batch of youth who had gone to survey the police station was caught by the police and was 
tortured. The police came to know about the whereabouts of the Mahila squad and they 
started combing with 3 to 4 batches. In the encounter on 25-06-1999 between one of the 
combing batches and the Mahila team which was on a hillock in the forest between 
Ramadugu and Lolam, Com. Swarna was martyred. 
 
Comrade Sunitha (Sujatha) 
Martyrdom: 25-06-1999 
 
Com. Sunitha was born in a poor family in Sirnapalli village of Nizamabad dt. She used to 
climb the trees for toddy and sold it by going around on a cycle, just like a man. This is very 
rare for women even now, i.e., ten years later. She was just 14 years old when she did these 
odd jobs to help her parents in maintaining the family. She came into the party contact at a 
very young age. She was always fearless and came to any place the squad asked her to 
come, at nights and into forests alone. She used to go alone from the forests into the villages 
to gather food for the squad. She had good grip over routes and helped the squad in finding 
new routes. She became a full time squad member in 1999 and joined the Sirnapalli squad. 
Then she was transferred to the Mahila squad. In the encounter on 25-06-1999 between one 
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of the combing batches and the Mahila team which was on a hillock in the forest between 
Ramadugu and Lolam. 
 
This happened within a few days after she joined the team and Sunitha had escaped from the 
firing. She reached a village after that, but the police caught hold of her and tortured her 
severely for party secrets. She did not reveal anything to the enemy though she was very 
young and it was not easy to bear those tortures. She was shot dead by the police in a fake 
encounter on 25-06-1999. Sujatha gave her life for the cause of revolution at a young age. 
She would shine like a bright red star on the sky forever guiding our course.  
 
Comrade Midko Netham (Sabita) 
Martyrdom : 25-07-1999 

 
Comrade Sabita was born in a poor tribal peasant family of Gotta 
village situated in Etapalli squad area of Gadchiroli division. Born in a 
Netam family, she was called ‘Midko’ by her parents and villagers. In 
Gondi language the meaning of ‘Midko’ is ‘fire fly’ which glitters at 
nights and fascinates us. The life of comrade Sabita also glittered like 
a star in the revolutionary movement and filled it with light. Like all 
other girls suffering under the oppressive traditions pervading the tri 
adivasi society, Sabita also endured the same till 20 years of age. 
Midko also bore all kinds of discrimination shown towards women 
under adivasi customs in ploughing, harvesting, threshing, and during 
festivals etc. She also faced male domination on the occasion of 

singing and dancing in moonlight with young boys in front of the gotul. Adivasi woman was 
like a volcano ready to erupt at any moment with anger and wrath due to the endless 
hardships suffered from inequalities since centuries. The life of comrade Midko had proved 
just this. By 1986-87, the revolutionary movement passing from Etapalli to Kasansoor spread 
up to Chadgaon range. The news of the activities of revolutionary movement, which had 
already won the love, and respect of the people of Sironcha, Ahiri and Etapalli reached this 
area even before squads entered. The entrance of the revolutionary movement was like 
beginning a new chapter in the life of people, waiting impatiently for it. At the call of 
revolutionary workers, men and women joined the mass organizations. In this way, Midko 
developed as a worker of KAMS in Gotta village. Devidas Kinyake (whom police shot dead in 
a fake encounter on 15th August 1993) was her leader. Till 1989, Midko participated actively 
in the activities of mass organization along with other women comrades. But within herself the 
longing to become a guerrilla was overwhelming. 
 
She dreamt of herself as being armed, wearing a military uniform, a cap with red star on it and 
a kit on her back. She wanted to fight against oppression and inequality. Finally she 
expressed her desire of becoming a revolutionary before the Party. It was the month of 
January 1990. The organization in village gave its approval. People expressed their 
happiness over her decision. But her mother shed tears. Her affection forbade her not to go. 
Without caring for the darkness of the severe winter, her mother followed her for a long 
distance, weeping, trying to stop her. But explaining to her about her aim, Midko wiped her 
tears. Midko expressed her wish very clearly that she was not ready to tolerate centuries' long 
inequality. Midko bid farewell to her mother explaining everything in a soothening manner.  
Her mother kept looking at ‘Midko’ till Midko disappeared in darkness.  
 
Starting her revolutionary life from that day as Comrade Sabita, she faced some hindrances in 
the beginning, but remained among the masses till her death. This is the proof of her firm 
determination. After working in the Etapalli and Tipragarh squads for two years, Sabita 
reached Balaghat Division enthusiastically as an activist of CPI (ML) (People’s War) for the 
expansion of Party. There she became part of the movement. There she married a comrade 
of her own choice. Both of them pledged to play an active role in revolution. In spite of being 
in a new area, she worked without any hesitation. Seeing the forests of that area, the 
inhabitants of forests and the culture of people, she felt that the lives of Gonds was same 
everywhere. Sabita learned to read and write with determination in the squad. She learnt to 
speak Hindi and Chattisgarhi languages. She mingled with the squad members. She opposed 
the patriarchal behaviour of the male comrades. She resisted as well as criticised them. She 
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did not tolerate any discrimination towards women. The life of Sabita passed through many 
ups and downs. She understood the difficulties that one had to face in the revolutionary 
movement. She understood personal weaknesses. Whatsoever might happen, she owned the 
revolutionary movement, strengthening herself with revolutionary politics. In this process she 
again reached Gadchiroli Division in 1996. Having worked for one year in Bhamragarh local 
guerrilla squad under the Perimili central guerilla squad, Sabita went to Maad Division in June 
1998. The atmosphere was new to her. The area was too backward. She saw that more cruel 
ways of oppressing the women by men are in practice there. For working among them and 
making them aware of revolutionary politics she made up her mind to climb the challenging 
mountains, eat kohla (a grain which is the staple food in Maad) etc,. Within a short time, 
Sabita won the confidence and love of the people of Maad. The young women of the village 
related with her as an elder sister, a dear friend. Though she suffered from gynic problems, 
she felt relief only while doing revolutionary work among the people. Sabita did praiseworthy 
work among adivasi women, particularly the young girls, to make them conscious regarding 
health and cleanliness. She also contributed in bringing the changes in the backward 
methods of farming in Maad region. When guerrillas meet together on several occasions in 
DK. a new tradition of organising kavisammelan (poetry sessions) came up. Sabita also tried 
to pen a few poems. Sabita took the responsibility as a member of the Squad Area 
Committee in July 1999. She was given the responsibility of Arvel squad. The martyrdom of 
Sabita who was developing herself along with revolutionary movement and moving ahead, 
was a heavy loss to the newly organised Maad division. But sacrifice is inevitable in 
revolutionary movement. The party, people and mass organizations paid revolutionary 
homage and pledged to realise her dreams and continue the struggle for establishing New 
Democratic Society. 
 
 
Comrade Jaimati (Kavita) 
Martyrdom : 25-07-1999 
 

Kavita was born 30 years ago in Basapalli village situated in Ahiri 
squad area of Gadchiroli Division. Born in a poor peasant family 
of ‘Gowari’ tribal community of DK, she was married off in 
childhood to one of her relatives. At home, her name was Jaimati. 
She had to go to her in-laws house immediately after the 
marriage. There she had to go through many hardships. She used 
to do all the works in the fields. Several restrictions were imposed 
on women in ‘gowari’ community. In in-laws house she had to 
observe fasting also. She never raised her voice against all these. 
Jaimati like a honest housewife’, maintained the ‘honour of the 
family’ on which the elders have been emphasizing since 
centuries. Jaimati worked hard, doing all kinds of labour work 
along with other women of the village. She bore three children. 
But unfortunately two of her children died with illness. She brought 

up her lone child while serving her in-laws and husband as an ordinary woman. But, Jaimati’s 
husband took part in the activities of the mass organization, which became active in Ahiri 
region in the period 1988-89 and started working as an active worker. Giving more time to the 
political work of the organization, he took the decision to work as full time worker in the 
revolutionary movement and bade farewell to the village and family. Jaimati gave silent 
consent to his decision. She was quite aware of the sarcasm and reproof, which she would 
have to face in the absence of her husband. She could also imagine how the family members 
would put the whole blame on her, with heart-piercing comments. But she consoled herself 
thinking that her husband was going to fight for the people, for the sake of a good cause 
against this exploitative system, so she would bear anything for it. After some time her only 
son also died due to which her heart turned to stone. She could not understand the reasons 
for the death of her children and had no means to provide them medical treatment. The pain 
and grief of those mothers whose children fall victim to untimely death deprived of medical 
treatment is unimaginable. Then Jaimati thought that instead of living alone, facing insult and 
scoffed by relatives, it is far better to join the revolutionary movement along with her husband. 
She worked with a DAKMS organizer as a member for few days. But within few days when 
the organisor of DAKMS went back home due to police repression, Jaimati had to return 
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again to the life of Basapalli. The relatives pressurized her saying, “your husband already 
joined naxalites. So you should also become second wife of a man whose wife had died 
(because it was not permitted to marry a bachelor) and go away. But don’t put us to shame by 
joining the party”. They argued that in their whole community women had never crossed the 
threshold of the house. Jaimati suffered mental agonies in the family. In spite of getting 
encouragement from her husband for joining the revolutionary movement, she wasted a lot of 
time thinking that she was not suitable for the guerrilla life. She thought that she could not 
lead a military life. But finally she recognized that women could get respect only in the 
revolutionary movement. And that it is possible only by working among the revolutionary 
masses and the guerrillas. She told her decision to the revolutionaries of National Park area 
of South Bastar division. Those comrades, who knew Jaimati, welcomed her to work with 
them. In December 1996, she became a guerrilla and changed her name to ‘Kavita’. 
 
Having already done the work of ploughing the fields, holding a gun was not a difficult job for 
her. Having carried the bundles of tendu leaves and sheaves of paddy on her head, it was not 
arduous for her to carry the kit. Instead of wearing a six yards saree and having long hair, 
wearing military dress and keeping short hair appeared pleasing to her. More than anything 
the heartfelt love of the people and the friendly nature of guerrillas influenced her much. While 
sharing the grief and troubles of people and working among them, she was very much 
influenced by the masses that showed respect and love saying ‘Lal Salaam’ in each village. 
She felt that she had lost a lot of precious time due to misconceptions. Fulfilling the 
responsibilities as a squad member, she became party member within a year. After that she 
went to Maad division. Taking the responsibility of Kohkametta squad, Kavita became a 
member of the newly organised Arvel squad in the beginning of 1999. Though she was 
unfamiliar with the Gondi language, she learnt it with full devotion being with the masses. 
Kavita who had rich life experience, advised the masses in the light of politics and with her 
own experiences. Once deprived of literacy, she could now read magazines. She took military 
training and learned discipline. Kavita filled confidence in young women in particular by 
proving that peasant women could also fight with arms and could face any difficulty. She 
showed the path of struggle to all by becoming a fighter herself. The women of Maad region 
could never forget Kavita. We hope that women would continue their struggle following the 
ideals of Kavita. 
 
Comrade Badki Devi 
Martyrdom : ..-11-1999 
 
Com. Badki Devi was a married woman belonging to a middle class family. She had a son 
and two daughters. She belonged to the Panthitehi vilage under Gorhar Thana of Hazaribagh 
dt. 
Since 1980 the revolutionary peasant movement was being led by MCC in that area. The 
Kranthikari Kisan Committees (KKC) were being formed in many villages under the leadership 
of KKC. They were raising their voices for the demands of Jal, Jungle and Zameen. They had 
been suffering under the exploitation and oppression of landlords, feudals and moneylenders 
suffering. KKC was built in every village to get rid off this yoke. Vast masses of peasant, 
working women students and youth were getting organized. 
 
Vast masses of peasant women got organized under the banner of NMS, which raised the 
slogans for equality, democracy and self reliance. They stood on their own feet and kept alive 
the struggle and organization. They struggled against feudal exploitation, police atrocities, 
and atrocities of thieves, goondas, mafia and the contractors.  
 
Com. Badki Devi was working under the NMS banner organizing the ordinary peasant women 
in that area. They vehemently opposed the social evils like dowry and condemned dowry 
deaths severely. They worked against liquor. They used to organize women and gherao the 
police in the village against their atrocities and question them on the unreasonable beatings 
on the women. When police raped women on a large scale, youth gathered together and 
gheraoed the police stations and the prabhari there. They demanded compensation from 
them. The police used to get terrorized. 
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Com. Badki Devi had seen the cruelty of the British troops from close quarters in her 
childhood. She saw how the peasant workers were repressed by the British dogs. This led to 
a burning fire inside her.  
 
The exploiting and ruling classes and reactionaries trembled at her popularity. Under the 
command of DMP of Hazaribagh district Hemanth Toppo, CI Madho Toppo, and under the 
patronage of BJP and the IPF (Indian People’s Front) lumpen goondas were taken along and 
the Sarvajathiya Sanghatan goondas murdered the active members of KKC. They used to 
inform the police and got the comrades arrested. Some were killed in fake encounters.  
 
The leaders of NMS who were in the forefront in struggles were targeted. Com. Badki Devi 
became a victim of this. In the last week of November 1999, Com. Badki Devi was returning 
from Chatti Bazar. The reactionary Sarvajathiya goondas sat in ambush in the Chadhari 
Tungri jungle and killed her in the most brutal manner by choking her to death. They threw her 
body in a check dam in that same jungle. A bright red flame was extinguished in this manner. 
The next day after anxious searches her body was found floating in a lake. The family 
demanded the arrest of the Sarvajathiya goondas.  
 
The Thana prabhari of Gorhar Thana of Hazaribag did not even register the complaint. They 
did not even conduct a post mortem. On top of it they spread lies that Badki Devi was a 
alcoholic and she consumed liquor in a large quantity in the bazar and that while returning 
she slipped near the pond and fell into the water and died. But the fact is that Com. Badki 
Devi never touched liquor in her life. 
It was clear that the murder of Com. Badki Devi was done with the guidance of the police.  
 
Comrade Kondamayi 
Martyrdom : 30-12-1999 
 
On December 30, 1999 about a hundred adivasis had attacked with traditional weapons a 
police camp near the Mandrabaju village in Gajapathy district (Basadhara division). 
Government had established a police camp there to suppress the land struggles of the 
adivasis under the leadership of the party. That is why the adivasis hate that camp. Not only 
that, the police in the camp used to steal the hens and cows of adivasis. They stole pulses 
and other produce from their fields. So the angry adivasis decided to attack the camp. On 
December 29, 1999 7, 8 young men had beaten some policemen of that camp and had 
threatened them to evacuate the camp. The next day early in the morning as soon as armed 
adivasi peasantry approached the camp, the police fired on them indiscriminately and used 
tear gas too. Five adivasis died on the spot. Kondamayi was one of them. The cruel police not 
satisfied with this massacre had killed two more school children by beating them with stones. 
One of the injured adivasis also succumbed later. 
 
Kondamayi was born in a poor family of Mandrabaju and belonged to the Kuvi tribe. She 
worked actively in the Rytu Coolie Sangam. She was part of the struggle conducted with the 
demand of closure of the police camp. She was an eye witness to the thefts of the police. 
That is why they killed her. She became the first woman martyr who shed her blood for the 
rights of adivasis on the banks of Basadhara. She had a suckling child when she died. 
 
Comrade Ratan Bai 
Martyrdom:  ..-..-1999 
 
Com. Ratan Bai was born in Gannaram village of Dichpalli mandal in Nizamabad dt. She was 
married at a young age and was sent to her in-laws house in another village. She became a 
victim of their harassment and so she returned to her parent's home. From then on she joined 
the women's organization in the village and worked actively in it. She mobilized women into 
many struggles and to participate in development works done under the leadership of the 
party. She was in the contact of the party from 1990 onwards and conducted many activities 
of the party amidst all kinds of difficulties and police repression. The party decided to give her 
party membership but before she could hear the news, she fell ill and died. Poverty was the 
main reason for her untimely and tragic death. Making the revolution a success is the only 
way to prevent such unnatural deaths of the poor people in this country. Let us pledge 
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ourselves for this cause in memory of comrades like Ratan Bai. Let us develop many more 
part time party members like her in the villages.  
 
 
Comrade Netam Meena  
Martyrdom : ..-..-1999 
 

Comrade Netam Meena belonged to Regalwai village of Jimmalgatta range 
under the squad area of Ahiri. She became the president of KAMS while 
working in the organization. A snake bit her and she died an untimely death. 
She started associating herself with the revolutionary movement in 1990 
influenced by the rapidly advancing activities in the Gadchiroli division. 
Activities became less due to the severe repression in 1993. They again 
picked up since 1997-98. In this period Meena used to mobilize the young 
women in the village and take them to meet the squad. She was chosen to 

lead the organization at that time. In opposing the atrocities on women and mobilizing women 
against them she was ahead. On that day she slept in her home after a meeting of the 
organization and a snake bit her. She died as she could not get any treatment. The year was 
1999. The organization members draped her body in a red flag and paid homage to her in 
revolutionary tradition.  
 
Comrade Sannila Tirumala 
Martyrdom : 05-02-2000 
 
On 5-2-2000 the Husnabad and Huzurabad area committee was conducting a meeting near 
the hills of Kothapalli, Bhimadevarapalli mandal, Karimnagar dt. An informer had tipped off the 
police and special party police attacked the squad. There was a fierce encounter for one hour. 
Comrades Tirumala and Sadanandam were caught with injuries and tortured and killed on the 
spot. As always the police floated these deaths as encounter deaths.  
 
Tirumala was born in Bollonipalle village in Bhimadevarapalli mandal, Husnabad area, 
Karimnagar dt. She used to go work in the fields as a child labourer to help her family. She 
used to think about the problems faced by women in the society. She got party contact and 
used to come to meet the squad when the guerillas visited their area. They explained to her 
that if she wanted to solve the problems of women, feudalism and imperialism should be 
overthrown. She was convinced by the party politics and decided to join the party. She joined 
the squad and changed her name to Latha. She was always with a smile on her lips and 
friendly with all her fellow comrades. She was affectionate with the comrades and enquired 
about their well being. She made them laugh if they were sad. Though she had health 
problems she took it in her stride and participated actively in the activities of the squad. 
During the camps, she used to participate in the cultural activities with enthusiasm. She 
played various roles in the street plays and was a natural actor. She endured physical strain 
well and took up difficult tasks. She was patient by nature and was disciplined and determined 
in fulfilling her aims. Let us learn from this comrade all these qualities. 
 
Comrade Vemulawada Kavita 
Martyrdom : 10-04-2000 
 
Comrade Bhoolakshmi (Navatha) 
Martyrdom : 15-04-2000 
 

 Com. Bhoolakshmi was born in Uttunur village of Gandhari mandal, 
Nizamabad dt. in 1982. She studied till 7th standard. Due to poverty, she 
had to stop her studies and roll beedis as a child labourer along with her 
mother. She came into party contact and started working in the women's 
organization in 1998. She was in the forefront in mobilizing women to 
resist the men who harassed women. In 1998, Bhoolakshmi was arrested 
by the police and kept in lock-up for eight days and tortured but she did 
not reveal anything. Her friend from her village was martyred in the 
Kanchumal encounter on May 9, 1999 and this increased her class 
hatred. She did not want to live an ordinary life full of harassments and 
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problems and she thought it is better to die fighting to change this unjust society. She was 
recruited into the party in January 2000. She joined as a squad member in the Kamareddy 
LGS. She concentrated on learning politics and military skills. On the night of April 15, 2000, 
the squad sang songs with the villagers of Markal and was going away to another village in 
the dark night. The police sat in ambush near the lake of the village as they were tipped off 
about the squad's movements. They opened fire on the squad and the squad commander 
Com. Rahim (Ashok) was martyred there. While retreating, Com. Bhoolakshmi fell in a well 
and began shouting for help. The police heard her and killed her in cold blood.  
 
Comrade Swarnalatha (Radha)  
Martyrdom: 26-04-2000 
 
Com. Swarnalatha was born in Old city of Hyderabad around 1974. They were a total of five 
or six sisters. They were a lower middle class family and so all of them had to seek some 
work after completing primary education. Com. Swarna was an above average student and 
was quite sensitive towards the conditions of women around her. Though she wanted to study 
further, she could not do so because of her family conditions and so she joined a private firm. 
As luck would have it, Com. Ramu, the courier of Twin Citites Party secretary Com. 
Rameshwar took a room in their home for rent. Both Ramu and Rameshwar who visited him 
had become like family members in their home. They highly respected Rameshwar due to his 
dignified behaviour and Ramu mingled well with them helping them in many odd jobs. Ramu 
used to discuss about politics in general and of all the siblings, Swarna sharply grasped 
things. Gradually they gave her progressive books about women issues as she was very 
much interested in knowing the root causes of the oppression of women. She herself faced 
the patriarchy of her father and like all city women, she too faced problems of sexual 
harassment in school or on the roads while commuting to job etc. Seeing her fast 
development, Com. Rameshwar too discussed things with her. She fell in love with Ramu and 
then they told her about their association with the party. She was happier the more as she 
had always liked the party with the knowledge she gained from various sources. Now she was 
educated by them about the party and within a short period, she decided to become a PR. 
Not just that, she began giving progressive books on women issues to her colleagues and 
friends and tried to teach them the politics she had learnt. As she began going out for this 
work on holidays, she had to face the patriarchal pressure of her father. There were many 
altercations between the father and daughter and finally she left home and joined the party as 
a full timer in 1995. 
 
Swarna worked for some days in the same job and organized women in the slums and the 
working class women. She married Com. Ramu whom she loved and both of them were 
allotted to do some technical work for the City party. While they were in that work, the enemy 
had traced them and had kept watch on them. It was with great difficulty that they could 
extricate themselves from the enemy dragnet and the party transferred them to Nalgonda 
district to work in the squads as it was now dangerous for them to work in the city. Swarna 
was very happy as she always liked to work among the people. They started working in 
Rachakonda squad from end 1996. 
 
Swarna was an extremely frail person and she had an extraordinary condition that her 
haemoglobin content was as less as three or four percent. The doctors could not believe how 
she was surviving after conducting these tests. But she did not hesitate a bit when she was 
transferred to the squad. On the contrary she was very happy. She could not see at night and 
somebody had to catch her hand and direct her and the squad always walked at night. Her 
legs ached a lot. Swarna was undeterred by all these conditions. She overcame all this with 
her enthusiasm to work for the people. Within a short period she won the confidence of the 
leadership, the cadres and the people with her selfless and dedicated work and bubbling 
enthusiasm. 
 
Swarna, now working as Radha, had formed many new units of VMS in Rachakonda area 
and consolidated the older units. She led the struggles against arrack and other social evils 
affecting women. She became a good leader of the people. She used to go to villages in civil 
dress amidst severe repression days of end 1990s in the South Telangana district of 
Nalgonda. She always relied on people especially the women for all her works and set a good 
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example of how to work even in repressive conditions. Her efforts in rebuilding the sangams 
which were affected in the repression and the moral support she gave the people who were 
arrested will never be forgotten by the people. 
 
The party had planned for a raid on Yadagirigutta PS but Swarna was not selected for the raid 
party as they thought she was too weak physically. But she would not listen. Literally she had 
fought with the party and joined the team. And she proved her worth. While they were 
retreating after the raid, the police attacked them and the district committee secretary Com. 
Kiran and another militia comrade were martyred there. It was a fierce encounter. It was 
Swarna who had retreated a batch of comrades safely from there amidst raining bullets as 
she knew the terrain. Radha had treated the injured comrades too as she learnt some 
medical skills in the squad too. She proved that in a people's army it was mainly the mental 
strength of a soldier which makes her fight the enemy than just physical strength. The party 
appreciated her spirit and congratulated her. This was cited as an example to other comrades 
too.  
 
Swarna was transferred to work in the Kanagal squad from Rachakonda in 1998 after 
promoting her as an ACM and she went to work there. She had developed a bond with the 
Rachakonda area people and it was not easy for her to leave them though Kanagal was not 
too far. But she went to work there and began working earnestly. But within a few months 
they was an encounter with the police at Tallavellamla in the year 2000 and Com. Swarna 
was martyred there. She was just 26 years old when she died. In this last battle too Swarna 
had proved her mettle and fought the enemy fiercely. She had even retreated some distance 
with injuries but the police caught up with her and killed her after she was caught. The party 
and the rural women's movement had lost a good organizer and leader. Swarna had the rare 
capacity to work in the rural and urban areas and was good enough in the military field too. In 
the four confrontations with the enemy, she was in the forefront and had given 
encouragement to her fellow comrades. She had tried hard to develop herself politically and 
ideologically through study. Anybody who had seen her frail body would never have imagined 
how iron-willed she was. She had all the potential to become one of the best women leaders 
of the party in due course. 
 
Her family had refused to take her body and she was cremated by the people for whom she 
had laid down her life. She was a true daughter of the people. 
 
Comrade Baja Anjamma 
Martyrdom: 26-04-2000 
 
Anjamma (18) was born in a poor dalit family in Sarvel village under Rachakonda area of 
Nalgonda district. This village was a centre of anti-feudal struggles led by the party and many 
peasant heroes and heroines have been recruited from this village. She was the elder 
daughter of her parents and so she used to go to work as a labourer for various kinds of 
works and helped her parents. In her village, people had occupied the land of land lord 
Venumula Pulla Reddy under the leadership of the Rytu Coolie Sangam and she participated 
actively in that struggle. When the police raided the village the men hesitated to cut the 
paddy. But she along with other women came to the forefront and mobilized the women for 
cutting paddy. 
 
When the sangam leader Eesam Lingaswamy was killed by the police in front of the village 
people, she was in the forefront along with other women's organization members in resisting 
the police. Killing of their beloved leader Lingaswamy in front of her eyes had hardened her 
will to fight this system even more. Other leaders like Ellanki Maranna and Pandula Srinu 
whom she knew were martyred too and she was inspired by these three people's leaders. 
She too decided to dedicate her life for the party to which they belonged and she became a 
full timer in January 1999. She started working in Aleru squad. When she went to do 
protection duties in Nallamala, she won the hearts of all comrades including that of the party 
General secretary Com. Ganapathy with her pure smiling face and hard work in spite of being 
so young. Her face resembled a blossoming flower in all its brightness.  
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After she went back to Nalgonda, she was martyred within a few days at Tallavellamla on 26-
04-2000. All the comrades who had seen her even once grieved a lot, such was the imprint 
she had left on them.   
 
Comrade Lakkakula Jyoti (Swapna) 
Martyrdom : 27-04-2000 
 
Com. Jyothi was born in the Odithela Kothapalli village. She was inspired by the martyr 
comrade (LGS commander) Latha and decided to join the movement. Lathakka used to come 
to her house and teach her politics. Jyothi's bond with the party developed strongly due to 
this. The Janasakthi party did bad propaganda on Jyothi's family. They even propagated 
against the party and her family saying that her family chose to be with the People's War 
party as they wanted to dominate. She started working for the party amidst all this bad 
propaganda. In November 1995, DC conducted classes for the radical women students on 
the fundamentals of Marxism and she attended them. She developed her understanding 
about the development of class society and how socialism and communism were inevitable in 
a scientific way. She worked in RSU and VMS while studying intermediate in college. She 
started reading party magazines and revolutionary literature. While she was working in the 
college, SI Ramanakumar arrested and threatened her. Threats by police became common at 
home and college. She was not deterred even a bit due to these threats. In March 1996, she 
became a full timer and joined the Parkal squad as a guerilla. She attended the special 
classes for women in 1995. She attended the RSU conference in 1996 as a delegate.  
In November 1998, she was promoted to the AC. She took up responsibility as LGS 
commander in November 1999.  
 
Swapna showed great interest in reading party literature and political books. She used to read  
keenly and understand the party policies on various matters. Though her body was weak she 
used to carry weights by using all her strength. She was not troubled by the long distances 
they had to cover. She took part in labour with lot of interest and concern. Since she was from 
a petty bourgeois background, she put in lot of efforts to declass herself. She planned her 
works in a comprehensive manner with lot of patience.  
 
Due to the increased activities of the Ghanpur squad, the enemy had challenged that he 
would wipe out the squad. Many squad members surrendered. Informers increased. Police 
combings became very common. The responsibility of sustaining the movement fell on the AC 
of which Jyoti was also a part.  
 
She participated in the VMS conference in 1999 and took classes on women perspective of 
the party and the circular of the CC on the women in party. She was in the process of 
developing as a political teacher. She attended the special women's meeting in 1999 and 
gave many suggestions regarding the building of the women's movement. The women's 
movement in the area was seriously affected in the severe repression. She longed to revive it 
again.  
 
She was in the encounters at Bhoopalapalli, Ippagudem, Karlapalli, Bonthagattu Nagaram 
and many other encounters with the police. She had retreated calmly and without any 
confusion whenever there were attacks of the police on the squad. After some encounters on 
the Ghanpur squad, some members surrendered. But Swapna never lost heart and always 
longed to inflict losses on the enemy. 
 
Swapna's father was harassed a lot by the police who put pressure on him to become an 
informer. Though her father faced repression and the police had occupied her house 
forcefully waiting for the squad, she never wavered. She explained to her parents that such 
difficulties are natural in the course of revolution and asked them to be brave. She had 
decided to marry a person of her choice. They were in love. He had been sent by the party on 
some important work to another area and she died before they could meet again. It is a great 
loss to have lost such a good revolutionary who had the potential to develop into leadership in 
the party.  
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Comrade Padma (Srilata) 
Martyrdom : 27-04-2000 
 
Com.Padma was born in the village Ippalagadda near Narmetta in a rich peasant family. She 
was the youngest among five sisters. When her father was trying to marry her into a rich 
family, she chose to marry a poor person Sriramula Kanakaiah (Anjanna) belonging to 
Kutigal. Everybody in her house opposed this match but she went ahead. But Kanakaiah did 
not look after her well. He used to abuse her physically and mentally. She worked in various 
odd jobs roaming in the streets of Hyderabad and finally came back to the village. She came 
into contact with the party in 1998.  
 
She began working in VMS before his death and became a member of Area VMS. She 
understood the party politics and participated in the activities of the party along with him. But 
Anjanna was arrested and killed in a fake encounter.After he was martyred she was 
determined to continue his legacy and decided to join the movement as a full timer. Though 
she cried a lot for her husband, she waited for party contact. Her parents and in-laws opposed 
her activities but she did not care such opposition and joined the Cheryal squad. She worked 
for six months in that squad. They were attacked by the police at Konne but she retreated 
safely along with others.  
 
Then she was transferred to the Ghanpur squad and worked for one year. She won the 
confidence of her fellow members. Though she had pains in the legs and her health condition 
was not accommodating, she participated in all the collective works of the squad actively. Her 
suggestions in the squad meetings helped in the advancement of the movement in the area. 
She turned all her personal connections and relationships into party contacts. She convinced 
them to do whatever they can for the party. She was very objective in her attitude. 
 
Srilatha became a member of Narmetta LGS. She showed great interest in learning 
revolutionary politics. She never wasted time and used it for study. She tried to grasp the 
economic and political situation in the area. Meanwhile her leg pains increased and she could 
not continue in the squad. So she opted to do some other work outside.  
 
She used to do exercises daily in the squad even though her body did not cooperate. She had 
a melodious voice and sang songs. Sometimes the squad had to walk for 5 or 6 hours 
continuously at night. But she did not ask them to stop for her and continued walking in spite 
of her pains. She died in the Koukonda encounter on 27-04-2000. 
 
Comrade Putta Venkatalakshmi (Vijaya) 
Martyrdom : 27-04-2000 
 
Com. Venkatalakshmi was born in the Ramaram village of Warangal dt.  She was the sister of 
Com. Naresh (Rajarao) who had laid down his life in the Warangal town movement. He had 
taken the town movement to greater heights amidst lot of repression. She was the little sister 
of two brothers and three sisters. She was called with love as Venkanna and was doted on 
like a little brother. She participated in agriculture work in the fields and was always frugal. 
Naresh taught her sisters revolutionary politics and attracted them towards the movement 
even while he was studying in college. Since her family was also revolutionary, the impact on 
Vijaya was immense. So she also decided to join the movement.  
 
Vijaya attended the special classes for women comrades. She came to an understanding 
about the root cause of the women's problems, women's position in the party and about party 
ideology. Her father was a district leader of the CPI. She used to criticize his revisionist 
politics and upheld real Marxist politics. The father and daughter held heated political 
discussions at home. 
 
She was always gay and laughing and had complete faith in the movement. She always 
waited for news from the party. She discussed her doubts with the party with a thirst for 
knowledge. She longed to join the party. Her brother Naresh (Warangal city secretary) was 
killed in an encounter at Nerellavagu in February 1998. But she did not waver. She wanted to 
fulfill the dreams of her brother. She worked among the students in Warangal city. She went 
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to the hostels to know about the problems of girl students and taught them revolutionary 
politics, inspiring them to fight for the improvement of the hostel conditions. She opposed the 
imperialist culture propagated through films and TV and tried to raise the consciousness of 
the youth against it.  
 
She was elected the president of VMS in Warangal in 1998. She participated actively in its 
activities. Even when there was severe surveillance of the enemy in the colleges, she 
distributed pamphlets and pasted posters and tried to take the voice of the party into the 
people. She introduced party to her friends and acquaintances in the hostels. She efficiently 
did couriering works of the district committee and looked after their appointments with lot of 
courage. She never lost her calm when she faced the enemy.  
 
She was ready to work anywhere the party sent her and happily shifted to Nizamabad when 
the party transferred her there. In the squad life she always tried to take more luggages than 
she could actually carry. Even though she had health problems, she never gave her luggage 
to anybody. She thought that she should never become a hurdle to the squad while walking or 
in any other works. She wanted to be a model in everything. She died in the Koukonda 
encounter. 
 
Loss of such a committed comrade is immense. She carried on the aims of her beloved 
brother till her last breath and died as a communist. She is immortal as a martyr.  
 
 
Comrade Swarupa (Syamala) 
Martyrdom : 27-04-2000 
 
Com. Syamala was born in Dhulmitta village of Maddur mandal. She was the only daughter of 
her parents. She joined the squad in November 1999. She won the respect and affection of 
her fellow comrades. She mingled well with the women in the villages. She used to be with a 
smile on her lips always and asked questions to increase her knowledge. In February 2000, 
she became a member of the Narmetta squad. 
 
She met her parents after she joined the party for the first time just four days before she was 
martyred. She explained politics to them and asked them to be brave and not cry for her. 
They wanted to take her back home and were disappointed. They cried and even said that 
they would die by consuming poison if she did not return. But she did not agree. She finally 
convinced them and sent them away.  
 
She participated enthusiastically in the collective works of the squad. She learnt songs and 
sang with gusto. She died in the Koukonda encounter fighting the enemy bravely. Her 
sacrifice will not go in vain.  
 
Comrade Gorre Bharathi 
Martyrdom : 27-04-2000 
 
Com. Bharati was born in Damera village of Elkathurthy mandal in Karimnagar dt. She 
belonged to a poor dalit family. She was married at an young age. She had seen much 
discrimination and oppression as a woman, Dalit and a poor labourer. She wanted to change 
all this and so she wanted to join the revolutionary movement. Her elder brother was working 
as the Area secretary of RYL. Bharati joined the VMS and worked among women. She 
attended the special classes for women comrades in 1995. She learnt the real causes behind 
the oppression of women and also learnt about how to organize women. Then she lost 
contact with the party as the comrades did not contact her. She once again came into party 
contact in 1998. She became a full timer in March 2000. 
 
She was always in the forefront in doing collective works in the squad and mingled well with 
the comrades. She learnt to read and write in the party with lot of interest. She used to 
discuss freely with the women organization comrades who came to meet them. Four days 
before the Koukonda encounter she had become seriously ill due to loose motions.  In that 
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encounter, she tried to climb a hillock amidst enemy bullets rushing past and was hit. Let us 
avenge her death.  
 
Comrade Velpula Bhagya 
Martyrdom : 17-06-2000 
 
Com. Bhagya was born in a poor worker family in Chittapur village of Nennela mandal of 
Adilabad district. She was doted on by her parents. She was forcefully married off by her 
parents even while she was studying in 5th standard. Her father was a worker in Srirampur RK 
5 mines in Singareni. Her family migrated to Srirampur Krishna colony from Chittapur. From 
her childhood Bhagya was always opposed to any kind of oppression. She used to oppose 
the untouchability practiced against dalits. She was vexed with the harassment she faced 
from her husband and the forceful married life and finally chose to become a revolutionary. 
She learnt revolutionary politics through Singareni Belt committee organization. She was filled 
with class hatred when she saw the atrocities committed on the poorest sections in the 
society. She was recruited in Singareni organization in September 1998 and was sent as a 
squad member to Chennur squad. 
 
Till May 2000 she integrated with the people of Chennur area and was with them in all 
struggles. She was in the firing in Kondampet in October 1999. In the firing near Lovva in 
December 1999 she resisted the enemy valiantly.  
 
In December she went to Bheemarm LGS as a squad member. She used to sing very well. 
Her songs put an indelible mark in the hearts of people. As the in-charge of women’s 
organizations, she went to the villages, enquired about the women’s problems and taught 
revolutionary politics to them. As the LGS doctor, she patiently served the cadres and the 
people. She married a comrade of her choice. She was later transferred to the Indaram LGS. 
She participated in the struggles there. 
 
It is a big loss to the Singareni women’s movement to lose Bhagya. She was the first woman 
martyr in the squads of Singareni and will remain an inspiration forever.  
 
Comrade Naitham Surekha (Akhila) 
Martyrdom : 20-06-2000 
 

On June 10, 2000, two warriors died in a face to face encounter with 
the enemy in the forest of Tohegaon under Gadchiroli Division. Akhila 
was one of the young warriors who was martyred while fighting bravely 
till their last breath without losing courage amidst the terrible 
cannonade. The 17 year old young guerrilla was a symbol of 
enthusiasm and a model of consciousness. 
 
Mandra village of Ahiri Tehsil has given birth to many revolutionaries. 
Since the revolutionary activities started in Kamlapur range, Mandra is 
one of those villages, which were ahead in struggle. The people of 

Mandra were in the forefront in the struggles against forest department, tendu leaves 
contractors and owners of paper mill. Akhila was the darling daughter of Dasru Netam and 
Kantakka. Dasru Nmetam had been the leader of DAKMS Range Committee. Whenever 
guerrilla squad came to Mandra, he always took his daughter along with him. She was called 
as ‘Surekha’ at home. That small girl holding the finger of her father and going for meeting the 
revolutionaries was very fond of songs. Until the squad left that place, she used to remain 
with them. Thus she became the member of ‘Krantikari Bal Sangatan’. She studied till class 
IIIrd and learnt revolutionary songs. Leading the children in Bal Sangatan she became their 
president. As she grew up, the desire to become a guerrilla also rose in her. She placed her 
thoughts before the squad. But due to her age, she had to wait. Till then she went on working 
in KAMS. Akhila did struggle against liquor and ill-treatment of women at home. At last, her 
desire was fulfilled in February 1999. She became the member of Ahiri guerrilla squad.  
She started working enthusiastically and was friendly with the male and female comrades of 
the squad. At the order of party, consciously giving priority to the needs of party, she joined 
the Chamurshi guerrilla squad. The enemy launched brutal repression for eliminating the 
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Chamurshi squad, but she entered the region without any hesitation. She pledged that she 
would not leave squad how much ever the repression may be and even if she had to give up 
her life. Standing firmly on her words Akhila presented a great ideal before us. In the honour 
of the Tamil warrior Akhila who sacrificed her life fighting bravely against the Sinhala 
chauvinists for the liberation of her nationality, the comrades of the squad gave Surekha, the 
name ‘Akhila.’ Continuing the legacy of struggle and sacrifice, Akhila lived up to the name. 
Akhila was an ordinary girl, a down to earth person. But the revolutionary movement of DK, 
particularly by the Gadchiroli movement will, always remember the way she sacrificed her life, 
showing unique chivalry! 
 
Comrade Kudimeth Lakshmi (Sujatha) 
Martyrdom : 20-06-2000 
 
Karancha is a small village, situated in Jimmalaghatta range of Ahiri Tehsil under Gadchiroli 
division. This village is a source of recruitment for Gadchiroli division. This village has 
sacrificed its five loving sons and daughters in the revolutionary movement. Comrade Laxmi 
Kudimet was one of them. She was the only daughter of father Ganganna and mother 
Buchakka and a dear sister of four brothers. Laxmi was born in 1983, after the People’s War 
party had entered DK. It was a coincidence that the organization was formed in Karancha 
village at the same time. She grew up in the lap of the movement and revolutionary songs 
were her lullabies. She expressed her desire to join the squad at the innocent age of 10 
years. But party kept on postponing her proposal due to her age. Laxmi was the daughter of 
an extremely poor family. After the party’s entrance, her family got land for farming. She was 
the second among five children and she helped her parents in agricultural works. She worked 
as a labourer for paper mill and forest department. She used to go for plucking tendu leaves 
in the season. Working at home in this way, she became the member of KAMS. She 
participated actively in the struggles for increasing the wages in paper mill works and tendu 
leaf collection. She joined the squad in April 2000 and became a guerrilla. When the party 
asked her to go to work in the Chamurshi squad, she went without any hesitation. Growing up 
in the company of revolutionaries since childhood, Sujatha joined the squad continuing the 
revolutionary tradition of her village and was martyred along with Akhila in the encounter with 
the commando soldiers in the forests of Tohegaon on June 10, 2000. We are presenting 
humble homage to both these young revolutionaries who have done supreme sacrifice for the 
New Democratic Revolution of India. 
 
Comrade Kudiyam Durgi  
Martyrdom :  
 
Comrade Durgi was born in Kungileru village of Kerpe range in Bhopalapatnam Block of 
South Bastar Division. She used to observe the activities of the organization very closely from 
her childhood itself and had the knowledge of the guerilla squad. She also observed that how 
the organization dispense justice to the people. When her parents wanted to marry her off 
without her consent she could not resist them. So she went to another village and complained 
to the activists of the organization there. Thus she could avoid the unwanted marriage. 
Gradually she started working in KAMS of that village. She used to meet the squad by 
keeping all her works aside whenever the squad visited the village. She used to oppose 
vehemently the village heads who wanted to control the organization and those who tried to 
stop women from meeting the squad. Wherever there was a meeting she used to attend it. 
Though some DAKMS members disassociated themselves from the movement, she stood 
firm and later became a candidate member of the party. When her husband wanted to 
remarry on the excuse that she did not beget children she opposed it severely. Later she 
became pregnant. In August she gave birth to a child. She fell sick in October and died. It is a 
big loss for the Range KAMS to lose a committee member and active participant like Durgi. 
She was a role model to all members of KAMS and women of that area. In many villages, 
memorial meetings were held by KAMS, DAKMS and guerilla squads. They pledged to carry 
forward her lofty aims! 
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Comrade Sura Srilata (Padma) 
Martyrdom : 07-07-2000 
 

On July 7, 2000, the guerillas had attacked the Tirumalagiri PS in 
Nalgonda dt. They had seized weapons and were about to blast the PS. 
Com. Padma went to fix the mine but was hit by the police who was in 
sentry. She died on the spot.  
Srilatha was born in a middle class family in Pulukurthy village in 
Atmakur mandal. The party activities were going on in Pulukurthy since 
many years. The influence is on the villagers either directly or indirectly. 
Nobody from the party had met Srilatha directly. But she always thought 
about how to end the harassment of women for dowry and other 
atrocities perpetrated on them by this patriarchal society. Though her 
parents were trying to marry her off, she decided to join the party and 

contacted the party. She became a full timer in February 1998.  
 
Though she had some physical problems, she showed determination to mould herself for the 
squad life. She was elected as the Area VMS president in the area conference in 1999. She 
and another woman comrade functioned as a team and went to villages organizing women 
into VMS. She met the women groups formed by the government and discussed party politics 
with them and mobilized them into struggles. Though she had no previous experience of 
working in a women's team she took along with her newly recruited women comrades and 
fulfilled the party tasks. 
 
She faced many problems while going around in the villages but she faced them bravely. 
Even amidst severe repression, she could deceive the police cleverly and work in the villages. 
When she was in the house shelters she used to mingle with the family members and took 
part in the house work along with the women of that house. With her quick laughter she could 
befriend even new people and she had great initiative in making contacts. She was frank and 
straight forward and never hesitated to ask the ACMs whatever she did not understand.  
 
She was taken into the Parkal squad in November 1999. Later she joined the first platoon 
formed in the Warangal dt. Though she did not have much military skills and was not so fit 
physically, she tried very hard to increase her physical fitness.  
 
The district party decided to raid the Tirumalagiri PS in Nalgonda dt. At the end of the raid, the 
commander gave caution to hand him the mine and flash. The sentries were firing from the 
roof top but Padma advanced bravely amidst bullets to hand him the mine. She was hit in the 
head by the sentry police and died on the spot. She was the first woman martyr of the first 
platoon in the Warangal district. She died the death of a hero defying hundreds of bullets and 
created an ideal for us to follow in war. Let us learn from her all her best qualities.  
 
Comrade Raje (Messi Korsa) 
Martyrdom : 20-07-2000 
 

On 19th July at midnight when the Paralkot squad after 
completing its routine revolutionary work, was taking rest in 
the lap of mother forest, a poisonous snake bit squad 
member Raje. The guerrilla comrades tried their best to 
save her with the medicines available with them, but they 
could not save that young revolutionary. On the same night 
at 3 o’clock (20th July 2000) Raje took her last breath. The 
guerrilla comrades restraining their overflowing tears, 
covered the dead body of Raje with Red flag and along 
with people, performed her funeral ceremony with full 
honour and revolutionary traditions. The revolutionary 
people and guerilla warriors pledged to realize the dreams 
of Raje and bury feudalism and imperialism, which are the 
root cause of patriarchy towards which she had deep 
hatred.  
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Not even 17 years old at the time of her death, Raje was born in Kakur village, one of the 
revolutionary villages situated in the ‘Maad’ mountains. She was the second child of Bodunga 
Korse and Tonde. She was born in a poor tribal family. Her parents named her ‘Messi’. Not 
even 10 months had passed since she joined the squad but she had sacrificed her precious 
life for the sake of revolution. Her life was linked with revolution and People’s War party since 
her childhood. Although ‘Kakur’ is a small village like all other villages of Maad, it is one of 
those villages, which stood rebellious against the plunderer state becoming conscious 
through revolutionary politics since a decade. Kakur village is only at a short distance from 
Paralkot where ‘Gend Singh’ the first warrior who declared revolt against the British 
imperialism in 1825 and fought with the Anglo-Maratha Army was hanged. Kakur, like other 
villages in this region has inherited the tradition of revolt. Even today the elders of this place 
describe how the kings and landlords colluding with the colonial rulers forced them to work 
without pay and how they oppressed and tyrannized them - a situation seen with their own 
eyes. Naturally, all the villagers of Kakur got attracted towards the politics of CPI (ML) 
(People’s War) which was engaged in the task of building New Democratic India by 
destroying the present semi-colonial and semi-feudal society. They had love and confidence 
in party and its politics. The joining of second generation of forces into the two decade long 
revolutionary movement of DK has become a common feature. The same happened in Kakur 
and is continuing. Many young boys and girls, participating in the revolutionary party and 
revolutionary forces, are increasing the fighting spirit of the movement. Raje was a 
representative of that generation, particularly of Kakur. She became the first woman martyr 
continuing the tradition of sacrifice in Maad zone, where Comrade Gudsa was the first martyr. 
Raje had been seeing squads since her childhood. She developed friendship with the 
comrades of squad. In the beginning she provided food and water to the squad and then she 
joined the ‘Bal Sangatan’ and after that became a member of KAMS and thus raised her 
political consciousness gradually. She understood the patriarchal oppression upon women in 
the name of customs and traditions in adivasi society, particularly in ‘Maad Anchal’ in the light 
of revolutionary politics. For ending all this, she decided to join armed struggle. She put her 
proposal before the local party unit. But, since she had not yet attained the age of 16, 
according to the rules of recruitment in the squad, her proposal had to be postponed for the 
next year so that she could understand more about revolutionary politics and the problems 
and difficulties one has to face in revolutionary life. But it was not an easy task for the local 
party unit to postpone the decision and convince her. Finally, in the month of November, her 
dreams came true. She joined the Paralkot guerrilla squad as ‘Comrade Raje.’ 
 
Although she lived only a few months as a guerrilla she was a model of consciousness. 
Maintaining the discipline as a guerrilla squad member, she became literate too, of which she 
was deprived at home. Uniting with the people, sharing their joys and sorrows, she explained 
revolutionary politics to them as much as she could understand. Opposing the Hindu feudal 
culture and imperialist culture, which rapidly spread after devouring the tribal culture of that 
region, Raje contributed in the efforts for developing alternate people’s culture. Even when it 
became difficult for her to breathe after the poisonous snake bit her and death approached, 
Raje stood firmly as a strong guerrilla till end and took departure in a calm manner, which was 
quite extraordinary for a young girl. A few days after she joined the squad, the police of Maad 
division launched combing operations on a large scale. They fired at the squad at Bhalewada 
village and shot dead an innocent farmer named Raju Naroti of Kohkametta. In spite of it Raje 
remained determined. In spite of the martyrdom of squad commander Comrade Somanna 
along with Sabita, Kavita and Gudsa in the attack by police on Kotenar village a few months 
before she joined the squad, she did not change her decision of joining the squad. Raje 
played her role in the decisions and steps taken by the party and in preparing the people for 
this resistance in opposing the blood thirsty police who played with the lives and dignity of the 
people and who did not even spare the innocent farmers. The sudden death of Raje even 
while she was achieving experience at political and organizational level is a heavy loss to the 
revolutionary movement of the newly organised Maad Division, and particularly to the 
revolutionary women’s movement. Although poisonous snakes bit many guerrillas in the 
course of 20 years, this kind of death of a guerrilla is the first incident of its type. Our armed 
resistance movement will learn a lesson from this bitter experience and will be vigilant in 
taking every necessary step so that no other guerrilla would die in such accidents. But 
guerrilla warriors fighting against the exploitative ruling class by risking their lives have to fight 
with such mishaps too. As, the founder of Philippine communist party Comrade Jose Mario 
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Sison has said, “not the way of death, rather the essence achieved from the wars, makes a 
person a warrior. The person dying with illness is a warrior. A person getting martyred in an 
undesirable mishap is a warrior. A person dying bearing tortures in the custody of enemy is a 
warrior. The question is not how one died, rather for what one died for, that decides the 
martyrdom”! 
 
Comrade Kasani Vijaya (Bhagya) 
Martyrdom : ..-..-2000 
 
Com. Vijaya was born in a middle class family in Agapet village, Narmetta mandal, Warangal 
dt. She participated in the VMS conference in 1998 and developed party understanding about 
the party perspective on women's problems. She became a full timer of the party in April 1998 
and worked for two years. She learnt to read and write in the party. She began reading novels 
and party documents too. She was in the forefront in doing collective works in the squad. 
Whenever she was sent as part of the teams that went to villages, she always went without 
any hesitation in spite of the risk in severe repression. She did not care how far she had to 
travel, she was always ready to go. She mingled well with her fellow comrades and won their 
affection. 
 
She was in the Karlapalli and Nelavancha encounters but escaped. Though her colleagues, 
especially from the Ghanpur squad were surrendering, she was not discouraged and 
advanced forward in the movement. When she was in the Pandava LGS, the deputy 
commander Com. Sagar was killed in an encounter by the police. The squad was surrounded 
by hundreds of police but she came out of the encirclement safely and retreated. Though the 
Pandava area was new to her, she went about the area amidst the raids of police batches 
very courageously.  
 
This was the journey of a poor ordinary young woman in her pursuit of a just society. She was 
a simple girl who became a brave guerilla loved by her comrades and people alike. Let us 
learn from her simplicity, determination and forbearance. She died in the encounter at 
Mallannapet. 
 
Comrade Radha (Sunitha) 
Martyrdom : 21-08- 

 
The enemy attacked the squad taking shelter near Vepalagadda in 
Mulugu mandal, Warangal dt. on August 21 at 8 a.m. and Comrades 
Sunitha and Vimala were martyred in that attack. 
 
Com. Radha was born in Pangidipalli (Peddampalli) village in a poor 
dalit family as the first daughter of her parents. They faced many 
troubles as a poor family. So Radha became the pillar of support for her 
family. She worked as a begar labourer for the land lord Surender 
Reddy and maintained her family. She gave whatever she earned to the 
family. There were struggles under the party leadership against the land 
lord of the village and other bad gentry. She came into party contact 

through Com. Vasantha who was later martyred. Sunitha decided to work for the revolution 
and so joined the women's organization in the village. She used to go as if going to work in 
the fields and bring her friends to meet the guerillas. She participated with the women of her 
village in the anti-arrack struggle. In 1998, she became a member of the legal women's team 
and by 1999 she joined the armed women's team. She used to learn about the problems of 
people, especially that of women and represented them in the squad. She learnt to read and 
write in the party and picked up within a short time. She used to read many books to enhance 
her political knowledge. Her collective spirit is worth emulating. 
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Comrade Kasam Sammakka (Vimala) 
Martyrdom : 21-08- 
 

Com. Vimala was born in the Repakapalli village of Regonda mandal in a 
middle class family. She was the third child of her parents. They doted on 
her. Her husband Com.Pratap was martyred when the guerillas attacked 
the Asrelli PS in Maharashtra. One of the mines went off accidentally and 
he died due to that. Com. Pratap was working in the revolutionary Rytu 
coolie Sangam as a full timer and Vimala worked in the VMS. The couple 
worked with immense dedication for the cause of revolution. She mobilized 
women in many struggles while working in the VMS. She decided to 
become a full timer in February 2000. Within days after she joined the 
movement, Com. Pratap was martyred. She was filled with grief but she 

continued with determination in the party. She learnt to read and write in the party and soon 
began reading party literature and news papers to increase her political knowledge. She was 
much disciplined and won the affection and confidence of the squad. She always thought 
about avenging the death of comrades. Her memories will always inspire the guerillas to 
advance forward in the revolution.  
 
Comrade Lingakka 
Martyrdom :24-06-2000 

 
Com. Lingakka was born in a poor family in the Venkatapur village of Velpur 
mandal, Nizamabad district. She was a victim of child marriage. Her 
awareness about the condition of women in the society increased as she 
grew up and she could not live like a slave to her husband. She took divorce 
from her husband. She stayed at her parents' home and started making a 
living on her own. She took up the responsibility of maintaining the family. 

Since it was difficult to make ends meet, she ran a hotel in the village. In the process of 
solving her family problems, she came into contact with the party. She became a party 
sympathizer and gave shelter to the activists. She increased her political consciousness and 
worked in the VMS, Rytu Coolie Sangam and in the area committee of the Sangam. She led 
land struggles and struggles for wage increases in 15 villages. She led the beedi workers 
against mini cigarettes and was in the forefront of the rally held in the district head quarters 
with this demand. She solved many problems of the people in people's courts. In the Area 
conference of VMS held in October 1997, Lingakka was elected as the president. The police 
hounded Lingakka from January 1997 to January 1998. She escaped from their 
encirclements and raids at least ten times with the help of the people.  
She became a PR in 1998 February and took up the responsibility of 9 villages. In October 
1998, she was elected as the vice-president in the district VMS conference. She mobilized 
250 women from 10 villages against the sexual harassments and atrocities of beedi factory 
agent Moti Kesavulu. When women beat him under her leadership, she became even more 
popular among the women. She worked in the Bhimgal squad for one year and won the love 
and affection of squad members. During the raid on Papannapet PS, she was in the team 
which was given the responsibility of destroying the communication network and she fulfilled 
the task actively, thus ensuring victory in the raid. Though ill health harassed her mentally and 
physically, she took them in her stride and did all the collective works in the squad. She 
carried luggages, did sentry, filled mines and did all other works in the squad with Bolshevik 
spirit. She was 34 when she died. Till then she led life as an ideal guerilla. On 26-6-2000, the 
squad took shelter in the forest near the Sirnapalli village hamlet named Ramsagar Lambada 
thanda. Lingakka went to bring water taking two of the squad members with her. The police 
surrounded them and shouting loudly they fired indiscriminately on Lingakka. She fiercely 
fought like a lioness with them and gave cover to the two young men with her. She gave 
caution to the 12 member squad for retreat and laid down her life fighting valiantly.  
  
Comrade Saroja 
Martyrdom : 02-08-2000 
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Comrade Bandi Sandhyarani (Rajitha) 
Martyrdom : 24-09-2000 
 

Com. Rajitha was born in Rangaiahpalle of Bhimdevarapalli mandal. She 
studied till 9th standard. She was married as a child but took divorce later. After 
some days she married again but she became a victim of patriarchy. So she 
gave divorce and tried to make her own living. At that time she came into 
contact with the party in 1997. She prepared herself to work in the party as a 
full timer in 1998. At first she worked in the Husnabad LGS and then in the 
Kodimyal, Metpalli and Malyala squads. She was a disciplined worker of the 
party and worked wherever she was sent. In November 1999, she was given 
party membership and fulfilled her responsibilities as a cell member. She 
fulfilled responsibilites of doctor and teacher in the squad.  She maintained the 

quota in the squad. During the west district conference, she fulfilled responsibilities of the 
camp actively. When the police attacked this conference venue, she died fighting the enemy. 
 
Comrade Jakkula Vasantha (Sunitha) 
 
Martyrdom : 24-09-2000 
 
Comrade Thota Sasikala (Sulochana) 
 
Martyrdom : ..-.. 2000 
 
Sasikala was born in a poor peasant family in Jogaiahpalle village of Regonda mandal in 
Warangal dt. She used to go to work as a labourer in the fields and took part in the 
maintainance of the family. She could not go to school as they were poor. She was inspired 
by the political propaganda and class struggles going on in Chityal area and wished to work in 
the party by dedicating her life for the people. Once in 1999, when she went for work in the 
fields, she met the squad accidentally and insisted that she would come with them. The squad 
gave her an appointment one week later and she came full time into the squad. She never 
looked back or went to her house after that. She worked actively in the name of Sulochana. 
She put efforts to become literate, politics and military matters. Due to needs of the 
Karimnagar movement she was transferred there and she went to work there without any 
hesitation. She worked in the special guerilla squad in the Jagityal area in January 2000. She 
participated in the special women's meeting and discussed on women's problems. In the 
Maddimalla incident she went into flank and confused the enemy by firing from there. She 
was going on some work with a party team and was martyred along with Com. Ravi in the 
Pakala incident. 
 
Sathrajipalle martyrs 
 
A squad of 20 members was taking shelter near Teegelavagu in the forest between 
Satrajipalle-Gadampalle in Tadicherla mandal, Karimnagar dt. Some of them were new and 
were unarmed. The police were tipped off by an informer and surrounded them on 1-11-2000 
at 11.30 a.m. All of them were eating their meals and were together in one place. Four 
women comrades were killed in the firing and three women comrades were caught alive. The 
police tore their clothes, raped them in the most brutal manner injuring them with bayonets 
and cigarettes and tortured them by cutting off their fingers.Their cries of agony reverberated 
througout the forest but the heartless police just enjoyed all this like fascists. Then they killed 
the unconscious comrades and concocted an encounter story. All seven of them were not 
below 20 years of age. Let us avenge the deaths of these young women comrades. 
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Comrade Poolavena Sammakka (Janaki) 
Martyrdom : 1-11-2000 
 

Com. Sammakka was born in Machanapalli village of Jammikunta mandal in 
Karimnagar dt. Her family was in party contact since 1986. Sammakka became a 
full timer of the party in 1995. At first she worked in the Malyala squad and then in 
the special guerilla squad. In July 2000, she took up responsibility as the cell 
member in the Mutharam LGS. She was martyred at Sathrajipalle within 3 months 
of joining the Mutharam squad. 

 
Comrade Aalagam Sammakka (Syamala) 
Martyrdom : 1-11-2000 
 
Com Syamala was born in a poor family in Tadicherla village of Manthani area. She studied 
till 5th standard. She was in contact of the squad from 1998 and extended support to it. She 
was inspired by the revolutionary struggles in her area and became a full timer in May 1999. 
She continued as a squad member in spite of ill-health and was martyred in Sathrajipalle 
encounter.  
 
Comrade Narmedala Swapna (Pushpa) 
Martyrdom : 1-11-2000 
 

Com. Swapna was born in the Odela village of Manthani mandal in a poor 
family. She studied till 5th standard. She used to work as a labourer along with 
her mother. Since many struggles were conducted by the Sangam in her village 
she was attracted towards the party. She used to meet the squad since she was 
14 years old and participated in all the struggles in her village. In January 2000, 
she became a full timer of the party along with her friend. In Sathrajipalle 

encounter she was caught and was killed.  
 
Comrade Sanigarapu Sankarakka (Vennela) 
Martyrdom : 1-11-2000 
 
Com.Sankarakka was born in Rudraram village of Tadicherla mandal, Karimnagar dt. She 
was born in a revolutionary family which had given many activists for the revolution. She used 
to participate in all the struggles in the village. She helped the squad in many ways. Though 
she wanted to join the party in 1996, she could not do so due to pressure from her family. She 
finally became a full timer in June 2000 and worked in the Peddapalli squad as a member. 
She was martyred at Sathrajipalle within a short period. 
 
Comrade Komurakka (Prameela) 
Martyrdom : 1-11-2000 
 
Komurakka was born in Khammampalli village of Mutharam mandal, Karimnagar dt. Since 
she was born in a poor family she could not go to school and worked as a child labourer and 
herded cattle too. She was inspired by the struggles in her area and by the martyr comrades 
of her village. She used to help the Sangam in ways she can and finally got recruited into the 
squad in 2000. She was martyred at Sathrajipalle within 6 months after she joined the squad. 
 
Comrade Vasantha (Swetha) 
Martyrdom : 1-11-2000 
 
Com. Vasantha was born in Dondathurthi village of Dharmaram mandal, Karimnagar dt. She 
studied till intermediate in Bellampally where she stayed with her aunt. She was attracted 
towards the revolutionary movement and contacted the party. She worked in the 
Revolutionary Rytu Coolie Sangam and fulfilled the responsibility of treasurer. She was 
recruited in August 2000 and worked as a squad member. She was the teacher of the squad. 
Within 3 months of her recruitment, she was martyred in Sathrajipalle. 
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Comrade Manekka (Latha) 
Martyrdom : 1-11-2000 
 
Com. Manekka was born in Motlapalli village of Kalwasrirampur mandal in Karimnagar dt. in a 
worker's family. She was married off at a very young age and gave birth to a son. She could 
not bear the harassment by her husband and in-laws and so she gave him divorce. She lived 
with her parents and came into contact with the party. In August 2000, she became a full 
timer of the party and joined the squad. Within a short period, she was martyred in the 
Sathrajipalle encounter. 
 
 
Comrade Bhagyakka (Lathakka) 
Martyrdom : 25-11-2000 
 

Com. Bhagya was born in Mogilipeta village of Metpalli area in Karimnagar 
district. They were poor and so her father and brother went to Mumbai to 
work there. She and her mother rolled beedis for a living. She could not go 
to school. She came to know about revolutionary politics through 
campaign batches which came to conduct revolutionary propaganda 
among the workers of the beedi factories. She married Com. Ramesh who 
was working in the Sangam in her village at that time. (He later developed 
into a DCM). The squad used to frequent their house and thus her bond 
with the party strengthened. She used to sing songs and propagate 
revolutionary politics among the beedi workers and formed the women's 
organization and became its leader. She used to collect party funds from 
them and give to the party every month. Ramesh joined the party as a full 

timer. Though she also wanted to join, her son was too young and so she could not leave him 
immediately. Repression increased on her as Ramesh was in the party and so she left the 
village and went to live in some other area. From there she again contacted the squad and 
was in contact. She left her son in 1993 and joined the party as a full timer. Though she had 
health problems she worked hard in the squad. Whenever her son came to meet her in the 
squad, she taught him politcs and told him to be brave. She attended the North Telangana 
special women's meeting in 1996 and discussed about the development of women's 
movement and the problems of women in the party. She was promoted to the AC in February 
1997. As an ACM she worked responsibly, observed keenly and had a critical attitude. The 
police had attacked their squad 15 times and in each of these encounters she fought bravely 
in spite of injuries and martyrdom of her fellow comrades in front of her eyes. She was never 
afraid of the enemy and never got confused in such situations.  
 
Bhagya participated with determination in the military camp held in January 1997.  She used 
to be in the defence batch in various camps due to her military prowess. She used to be part 
of camp committees which looked after the maintenance of the camps and also in the cultural 
committees formed in such camps. She became the LGS commander in 1999. She 
participated in the special women's meeting in August 2000 and discussed deeply on various 
issues and played a crucial role in coming to correct conclusions. She was a delegate in the 
district party conference in September, 2000. All the delegates went to their areas with 
renewed inspiration to implement the resolutions of the conference. On 25-11-2000 at 
Pydimadugu village, the police attacked the squad and she was martyred in that attack. Her 
martyrdom was a serious loss to the West Karimnagar movement. She was an ideal comrade 
who had initiative, was brave and committed to the cause.  
 
Comrade Ramadevi (Jaya) 
Martyrdom : ..-..-2000 
 
Com. Ramadevi (Jayakka) was born in a poor Banjara family in Pegadapalli village of 
Mahamutharam mandal of Karimnagar district. Since hers was a poor family since childhood, 
she herded cattle and worked as a bonded laborer and helped her family to survive. After she 
grew up into a young lady she fell in love with a young man who went singing from village to 
village and earned his livelihood. She said there was no difference of rich and poor, caste and 
creed, dalit and other castes in love and married the person of her choice although her 
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parents opposed the marriage. Theirs was a nomadic life. She also learnt to sing and give 
chorus and performed along with her husband. Whatever meager sum they 
earned was always insufficient. After she became a mother of three 
children it became difficult to balance both the roles and she also found it 
difficult to give chorus in her Lambadi accent. So she consented to her 
husband’s proposal to get a second wife for him. From then onwards 
domestic clashes increased. Her husband used to drink and beat her up. 
On the one hand she was facing extreme poverty and it was increasingly 
becoming difficult to look after her family. On the other hand there was 
harassment by her husband. She wanted a way out of this hell. It was at 
that time that she came into contact with the squad which visited the village 

and she used to give food and shelter to them. She also worked to set up a women’s 
organization in the village. As her political consciousness increased, she left her three 
children with the husband and joined the squad as a full timer. She understood that struggle 
was the only way to get rid of all kinds of difficulties which women face.  
 
As she was very interested in arts she insisted that she will be in JNM squad and worked in it 
for one year. As she had practiced giving herbal medicines when at home, she used to treat 
the small ailments of the squad members with herbal medicine. She used to act very well in 
street plays as she had ample life experience. She learnt to read and write with determination. 
In January 2000, the district committee transferred her to Gundala LGS but as there were no 
contacts with that squad, she remained for some time with the Manuguru squad. During that 
period when the squad was conducting a people’s court near Janampet, police came with 
information and started firing rapidly on Jayakka who was in sentry duty at that time. She died 
in that firing which took place in end 2000.  
Jayakka, who was considered to be an innocent woman had become a guerilla by arming 
herself and endeared herself to the people. She lived a worthy life. 
 
Comrade Pushpa 
Martyrdom: 30-01-2001 
 
Com. Pushpa was born as Linga Kalamani in 1980 in a middle class family in Gandipet village 
of Gandhari mandal, Nizamabad dt. From 1985, her family had been in contact with the party 
and helped the party in many ways. Her family was completely committed to the party. 
Kalamani studied till 9th standard. While she was still studying her sister was recruited into 
the party. In 1988 some Sangam members beat her father wrongly accusing that he was an 
informer and he succombed to the injuries. They killed him due to personal vendetta. But this 
did not deter the two sisters. They understood why this has happened and carried on with the 
party. The elder sister was in the squad and the younger one participated in Sangam activities 
in the village. She studied in city from 1990 and came into the party as a full timer in 1994 
heeding the call of the party. In 1995, her sister had left the party and returned home. But 
Pushpa continued. She worked as doctor and teacher in the Ellareddypet squad from 1994 to 
1999 and won the affection of the guerillas. In November1995, she married Com. Salim who 
was a DCM of Nizamabad dt. In the Chadmal encounter in February 1998, her husband and 
other comrades were martyred. It was a period of severe repression.  
Pushpa's parents put pressure on her to surrender after Salim's death and the repression also 
became severe. But Pushpa was not deterred and continued with renewed determination and 
spirit. She was transferred to Bhimgal area in February 1999 and worked among the beedi 
workers. She won their confidence. She had health problems and was hoping to work more 
actively after treatment. But an informer had tipped off about her whereabouts and she was 
killed along with Com. Komuranna in a fake encounter at Kammarpalli. Let us emulate her 
great determination and committment. 
 
Comrade Rajeswari (Anita) 
Martyrdom :20-03-2001 
 

 Com. Rajeswari (37) was born in a poor family in Mysore of Karnataka 
(KN) state. Her colleagues called her Raji affectionately. Within a few 
days after completing her degree her father died and as the elder 
daughter the maintainance of the family fell on her. She got her father's 
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job in the public works department. Doing that job she educated her brothers and sisters and 
helped them to settle. She never compromised in the matter of values in life. May be that was 
the reason she was transferred to the batwada section, but this became a boon in disguise 
and gave her a great opportunity. Since she had lot of free time she got the chance to read a 
lot of progressive and revolutionary literature. She got in touch with the 'Marxist study circle' 
run by sympathizers of the revolutionary movement and she began attending its meetings 
regularly. Within a short period she understood about her future tasks in life. She realized the 
need to respond to revolution's call. 
 
She decided to become a PR by resigning her job. She voluntarily took up the responsibility of 
the state party organ 'Jan Vimukthi' and other publications. She used creative methods in her 
works. She did many experiments for novelty and improvement in that work. She was not 
satisfied with just publishing news from the movement areas. She insisted that she would go 
to the areas and report directly from there. As part of it, she went to Raichur area. She 
explained the situation of the people and about the movement to 'Jan Vimukthi' readers 
graphically. 
 
Saketh Rajan was her partner in life. He was the secretary of the KN state party. He was 
elected as an alternate CCM in 2001. He was one of the best people's intellectuals this land 
has given birth to. He wrote the history of Karnataka in two parts named 'Making History'. He 
was to write the third part too. But he could not do so as he was killed in an encounter on 
February 6, 2005 in Malnad. He wrote it as people's history with a dialectical materialist 
viewpoint and is considered the best hallmark work on KN history. It has been taken into the 
syllabus of universities. In the preface to the first part, he wrote that he is not the only writer of 
it. In the preface to the second part he proudly presented the other writer as Rajeswari. He 
wrote about her contribution in criticizing, arguing and making valuable observations along 
with accompanying him on his trips for the book. It is one of the best loving tributes one would 
come across anywhere to a partner in life. Once both of them went to 'Nagar' and the people 
told them about the rebel 'Sangolli Ramanna'. Raji talked with them kindling the fires in their 
hearts. When he congratulated her saying she had rekindled them, she replied that 
Ramanna's heirs are once again litting forest fires in the forests and plains and expressed her 
firm belief in the people.  
 
She wanted to see the struggle areas in AOB and take back those experiences to her 
comrades in Karnataka. So she went from Western Ghats to Eastern Ghats. She travelled 
widely with the squads in Eastern Ghats and was very much inspired by the glorious struggles 
there. She began recording in writing whatever she observed. She interviewed the squad 
members, villagers and militia members and shared her views with them though she did not 
know the language. She adapted easily to that life and mingled well with everybody.  
On March 20, 2001 she was writing notes sitting under a tree in the forest of Kothapalli in 
Addatheegela mandal of EG dt. The whole squad was also nearby. But they did not know that 
militia comrades were arrested and that special branch police had killed Sattibabu and 
Bangarraju. At 11.45 a.m. the police surrounded them and attacked them. The squad could 
escape by firing but Raji was a little distance away and unarmed. She could not escape. She 
recovered from the shock and tried to explain to them that she was a journalist and not a 
squad member. But the cruel police did not listen to her pleas. They tortured her till 4 p.m. to 
extract secrets of the party and then killed her in cold blood. Two militia members had hidden 
in bushes nearby during the encounter and they were eye witness to this whole gruesome 
episode. 
 
In spite of all the torture, the police could not extract from her any details. They did not even 
know who she was. They gave a statement that an adivasi woman named Anita had died in 
the encounter. But the people exposed this lie and told the truth that she was a journalist from 
Karnataka. The local party gave a statement paying red homage to her. It expressed grief that 
it could not protect and save her. 
It is a great loss to the party in the intellectual field. In the words of the Karnataka party, 
'Karnataka had lost a great comrade and an intellectual. 
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Comrade Bhavani 
Martyrdom : 09-06-2001 
 

 Com. Bhavani was born in a lower middle class family in East Godavari 
district of AP. She studied till 7th standard. She was mainly engaged in 
doing household chores after that as long as she was in the village. 
Then her family shifted to Hyderabad in 1990 and with that her life also 
took a turn. There she came into contact with the party and opted to 
work in a women's organization for experience in organizing women.  
The deluge of revolutionary activities in the 1990 period had a huge 
impact on Bhavani. She attended all those meetings and rallies and 
imbibed revolutionary politics. In fact, she and her two brothers became 
activists in mass organizations and took part in many activities in 

Hyderabad. Within a short period she developed her consciousness and decided to become a 
PR. She became an urban PR in 1992 and went underground. She married Com. 
Rameshwar, secretary of Twin Cities party committee. She maintained the den of the city 
party committee.  
 
She was in that work till 1997. In February 1997, Com. Rameshwar and two more comrades 
were martyred in a fake encounter. This grieved her a lot but she withstood bravely this 
tragedy. By 1997-98, twin cities movement had faced serious losses with fake encounters of 
many PRs, Central Organizers and City Committee members. She never wavered a bit in her 
commitment in this period and continued in her work of organizing women in the slums. She 
was enormously popular with the women in her organization and in the slums as she mingled 
well with them. In fact, we can find very few such comrades who could mingle so well with 
anybody. Her ready smile and open laughter endeared her to one and all. She never had any 
ill feelings about anybody and could be friendly even with those who were not as fair in mind 
as her.  
 
She shifted to work in the Nalgonda squads in 1998 and soon became very popular in the 
Rachakonda area as Kavitha. Though she had health problems she overcame them with 
communist spirit and tried to do all kinds of works in the squad. She was an excellent cook 
and was known for her service nature. So patients used to recover very soon whenever she 
was around. She cooked for them and looked after them well and all the young cadres felt 
she was like an elder sister to them. Gradually she learnt to give medicines and served as a 
doctor in some camps. 
 
She organized women into VMS and had gained new experiences in going secretly in civil 
dress to villages even amidst repression. She shared her experiences in a state camp with 
comrades of other districts and they felt they were useful for them. Gradually she developed 
to the level of taking political classes too. She was promoted to the AC and was later sent as 
the commander of Kanagal squad in Nalgonda dt. It was a period of serious repression during 
the rule of Chandrababu Naidu and it was like walking the edge of a sword to work in a 
Telangana district like Nalgonda. But she took up the challenge with a defiant smile and 
advanced forward. But tragically, within a few days she was martyred in an encounter with the 
police at Namanaik thanda in Kanagal area along with other comrades. In this last battle, she 
fought the enemy till her last breath and died the death of a hero.  
Bhavani was the sister of G.N. Saibaba, the leader of AIPRF (now working in RDF). She was 
doted upon by her siblings and parents and was a darling to one and all. A huge rally was 
taken in Hyderabad with her body (draped in red flag) with slogans renting the air. Many 
people remembered her selflessness and purity of heart with teary eyes. Dozens of comrades 
working in mass organizations in Hyderabad and her friends spoke about her services to the 
revolutions in the memorial meeting held in Hyderabad after her cremation.  
She personified the transformation of an ordinary woman into a leader of the party. She would 
continue to inspire innumerable such women to come and work in the party and transform 
themselves into people's leaders.  
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Comrade Indira (Nagalakshmi) 
Martyrdom : 09-06-2001 
 
Com. Indira belonged to the village Narayanapuram located in Rachakonda area. She and 
her husband Mallesh were arrested soon after their marriage for their activities in the sangam 
and both had spent three months in the jail. After getting released, both of them eked out a 
living by washing clothes. But the harassment of the police never stopped. The police even 
threatened that they would kill them. Both of them thought it would be better to die working for 
the revolution than getting killed by the police in this way. So, both of them got recruited into 
the Kanagal squad. They mingled well with everybody and worked bravely to fulfill tasks 
amidst repression. They had immense confidence in the people and in revolution. Both of 
them were martyred in the encounter at Namanaik thanda on 9-06-2007. It has been just six 
months since they joined the squad. But their loss is forever. Let us pay red homage to this 
revolutionary couple and vow to carry forward their dreams. 
 
Comrade Mottu Saritha (Latha) 
Martyrdom : 19-06-2001 
 
Com. Sarita was an ordinary house wife before she joined the party. Her husband (AP State 
committee member Com. Sudarshan who was martyred in 2006) was an activist of the 
People's War party but she was not interested in joining it. But later while meeting with the 
squads when she came to meet him, she began to understand the party politics and her 
consciousness increased gradually. She also decided to join the PGA like her husband. She 
belonged to Warangal district but shifted to Nalgonda where her partner was working as a 
commander then. 
 
She worked in the Aleru squad in Nalgonda district and later became its deputy commander. 
She learnt to read well in the party. But the hidden talent in her which amazed everybody was 
her ability to make butts (of guns) perfectly. Once in a camp she was also sent as a volunteer 
to work along with the gun manufacturing team. More perfect than the team members, she 
made 17 butts in record time and amazed everybody. The technical team comrades found it 
very difficult to digest when she went away into her organizational work again. They longed to 
have her on their team. Not just with her work, but with her friendly nature too, she won their 
hearts. She was a straight forward and fair person who never had any ill feelings about 
anybody and mingled well with them.  
 
She was a militant person and shined well in the military field too. She fulfilled her 
responsibilities as a deputy commander well. She was an asset to the squad in the severe 
repression of Chandrababu regime. She participated in the raids on Veeravelli police camp, 
Yadagirigutta Police station and on the Kudabakshipalli police camps and fought bravely with 
the enemy.  
 
In her last battle at Godukondla too, she fought valiantly till her last breath and died the death 
of a soldier. The technical team comrade with whom she worked for some time wrote a 
beautiful poem on her describing her as the 'Red technician'.  
 
Comrade Valigonda Renuka 
Martyrdom : 19-06-2001 
 
Comrade Jyoti was born in Narayanpuram which falls under the Rachakonda area of 
Nalgonda district. This village was a strong village for the revolutionary movement in the 
district. Many comrades were recruited from this village and some of them were martyred too. 
Com. Sagar was the most popular leader from this village who had rendered enormous 
services to the revolutionary movement in Rachakonda area. He was martyred in an 
encounter while working as the commander of Rachakonda squad. His inspiration and 
influence was immense on the people of that area and that village. Inspired by him Renuka 
too decided to dedicate her life for the revolution. She joined the Rachakonda squad just six 
months before her martyrdom.  
 
When she was working in the village in VMS, a person had murdered his wife by pouring 
kerosene on her. She mobilized the women and led a dharna demanding his punishment. 
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This had a good impact on the women of the area inspiring them to fight the patriarchal 
oppression on them. She worked actively in the VMS. After attending classes conducted by 
the squad for women comrades, she used to find it difficult to go back home leaving the 
squad and tears flowed down her cheeks. Such was her affection for the guerillas. She used 
dance well and sing songs too. Thus she mingled with one and all.  
 
She gathered information about class enemies and informers and gave it to the squad.  
After she joined the Rachakonda squad, within a few days she was transferred to Krishnapatti 
squad in the same district. Though her life was fully linked with the movement in Rachakonda 
area, she unhesitatingly accepted this decision. But before that decision could be 
implemented, she died in the Godukondla encounter while valiantly fighting the enemy. 
 
Comrade Bashamma 
Martyrdom : 19-06-2001 
 
Com. Padma was born as the third child of her parents in a Peda Bantu family of Manchala 
Chittapuram mandal of Rangareddy district. She had two elder sisters and two younger 
brothers. Her father did not look after their family well and so she had to take up 
responsibilities from her childhood. She used to till the little land they had and worked as a 
labourer too. Thus she helped her mother in maintaining the family. Due to her hard work, she 
was popular among the villagers. She was influenced by the revolutionary peasant movement 
raging in their area and joined the VMS. Though her parents opposed her working in the 
women's organization, she said that she would never leave that work. She was in the 
forefront in the fight against Janga Reddy, the land lord of her village.  
 
Gradually she increased her understanding about the conditions of the poor peasants in India 
and realized that New Democratic Revolution was the only way for their liberation. She joined 
the Aleru squad as a member and worked for one year in that area. Later she was transferred 
to the Rachakonda squad.  
 
Thousands of SSF police surrounded their squad at Godukondla and a fierce encounter took 
place. Padma laid down her life by valiantly fighting against the enemy. 
 
Comrade Mounika 
Martyrdom : 19-06-2001 
 
Mounika is a two year old child. Her father had died in the movement. Her mother was left 
alone at a very young age due to the brutality of the state. She had to tend everything on her 
own now. The Nalgonda district committee decided to talk to her and see what help the 
revolutionary movement could do so that she can make a decent living. They wanted to 
convey their condolences to her too as they have not met her after her husband died. So she 
came to meet Com. Diwakar on 18-06-2001 at night. As the guerilla squad changes the place 
after meetings in the villages, she went along with them and slept on Godukondla hills along 
with her child. In the fierce encounter on the 19th, the mother and gerillas tried to save the 
child from the enemy bullets. But in spite of hearing the cries of a child and knowing that their 
fire could kill her, the cruel and inhuman grey hounds police fired in that direction and killed 
Mounika in cold blood. Thus the father and the child had both died due to the brutality of the 
notorious AP police. 
 
The next day all the Telugu news papers had splashed the photos of Mounika with her blood 
soaked frock on the fromt pages and it is no exaggeration to say that every person who had 
seen the heart rending photo would have cried and cursed the government for killing the 
innocent child. It was such killing of innocent children and people during the Chandra Babu's 
reign which hastened his fall in the next elections. The hatred of the people increased and 
created a deluge in which this dictator had finally been blown away. 
 
Com. Bhaskar, JNM in-charge of South Telangana region (martyred later) had immortalized 
Mounika in a beautiful song written in the form of a lullaby. He describes the innocence of a 
child and how the brutal state kills it in small but meaningful words. The poet exhorts us to 
destroy such  a state and create a people's state. 
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Mouninka will forever remain in our memories as a sweet innocent child who had become a 
victim of this system. Children like Mounika would live their life to the full only in a New 
Democratic society. Let's fight for the same. 
 
 
Comrade Badri (Ramana) 
Martyrdom :11-10-2001 
 

 Com. Badri belonged to the Koya tribe and was born in Pindikonda 
village of Kalimela area of Malkanagiti dt. She was anguished with the 
traditions and customs which oppressed women in her tribe. So she 
joined the women's organization to fight against these problems. She 
became an organizer and formed women's organizations in all villages. 
She increased her commitment and joined the Kalimela squad. She 
mingled well with the people as a squad member. She enquired about 
their problems and tried to solve them. She participated in the Kalimela 

raid in August, 2001. She campaigned asking people to join in PGA after this raid. Gradually 
she became a party member. 
 
On October 11, 2001 when the squad was in shelter at Ramaguda village, it began raining 
with lightning and thunders. Comrades Badri and Deval were hit by a thunderbolt and died 
there. 
 
People bid them farewell with revolutionary honours and pledged to carry forward their aims. 
  
Comrade Rajitha (Padma) 
Martyrdom :07-11-2001 
 
Com. Rajitha was born in Pulukurthy village of Pandava LGS area, Warangal dt. It falls under 
the Narsampet area committee. She had an elder brother but their parents had died. Both of 
them grew up in their grand father's home in Pydipalli. She could study only upto 5th standard 
as they were poor. Both these villages were centres of revolutionary struggles and many 
activists had been recruited from them. So the brother and sister were naturally attracted 
towards the revolutionary politics. Especially the impact of Com. Shyam (Warangal city 
secretary martyred in Koukonda) and com. Srilata (Padma - martyred in the raid on Tirmalgiri 
PS) was immense on them. Both of them had decided to become full timers in the party. The 
brother was recruited first and the sister followed in 2001. 
 
She changed her name to Padma in the squad. She wanted to compete with the men in all 
tasks like the martyr Padma. She used to work with good initiative though she was a new 
member. She was never afraid of the enemy. Within two months of her recruitment, there was 
an attack on the 15th platoon under the East sub-command. She challenged the enemy 
without any fear and stopped his advance by blasting the claymore mine. Four or five SSF 
forces were injured in this blast. They could not advance after that. 
 
While she was thus developing herself in the party, she was sent to Pakala LGS on some 
work. While she was returning she was caught in an ambush of the enemyh near Sarsanapalli 
of Kothaguda mandal and was caught with injuries. The SSF police tortured her cruelly and 
then killed her in cold blood. Three more comrades were martyred in this ambush. The 
movement had lost a very valuable comrade in her martyrdom. 
 
Comrade Nirmala (Santha) 
Martyrdom : ..-11-2001 
 
Com. Nirmala was born in the Dedra village of Bodh area, Adilabad dt. in a poor adivasi 
family. The villagers were very fond of the politics of PW party and some of them had been 
recruited into the party. Some of them were martyred too. Many of the villagers were active in 
revolutionary mass organizations. The guerillas used to frequent this village often and 
conducted agitations and propaganda. Like all children in the village, Nirmala too was 
attracted by these activities. She used to stay with the squad for hours together when they 
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visited her village. She gathered food for them and stood in sentry for them. She insisted that 
she would join the party from an young age and was finally recruited in 1998. She was not 
only young but looked like a child too. But she competed with other comrades in doing 
exercises, walking long distances and carrying weights. She learnt to read and write with 
determination. She was always ready to work on any task given by the party. She would 
definitely be selected for the defence team in camps and in the teams sent to villages. Seeing 
her interest in military field she was developed as a military instructor too. This was still a rare 
fear for women then. Seeing her military prowess, she was transferred to the platoon. She 
never had any inferiority complex. She participated bravely in ambushes, raids and other 
military activities very actively. When the comrade carrying LMG in the platoon went out on 
some works, Santha used to carry it on his behalf in spite of her small frame. Such was her 
determination. She showed great courage as an assault group member in many raids. She 
cut her hair and went to villages in a lungi and shirt like a man. There were instances when 
villagers failed to recognize that she was a woman.  
 
Keeping in view her skills, she was transferred to organizational field in Indravelli squad and 
Mahila squad and she fulfilled her responsibilities as a cell member there. She never looked 
back or went home to meet her family since her recruitment in 1998 to her martyrdom in 
November, 2001. She became sick and was given treatment but she could not recover from 
the illness. She died while she was taking rest in Gopera of Tiryani mandal. It is a great loss 
to the movement to lose such a dedicated young comrade in this tragic manner. 
 
Comrade Poshakka (Annapurna) 
Martyrdom : ..-11-2001 
 
Com. Poshakka was born in Vengalapur village in Indravelli area of Adilabad dt. Like all 
adivasi children, she had faced poverty and malnutrition. She wanted to join the armed 
struggle even as a child. She used work day long in the fields with her parents but she was 
still oppressed by them. She could not bear all this. She used to threaten them that she would 
join the squad if they did not stop harassing her. She even prepared her friend to go along 
with her into the squad. Her father was totally opposed to Poshakka joining the squad and put 
restrictions on her not to meet the squad. Sometimes he even tied her up to stop her from 
going to meet the squad.  But she proved that nothing could stop a determined person. She 
met the squad along with her friend. The commander told her that they would not recruit her 
now and asked her to return home. She refused to go back and stayed with the squad. She 
worked in the Chennur area and then changed to Kotapalli squad. She was very happy that 
she had become a guerilla. She changed her name to Annapurna. Within a short period she 
became sick. Though she was treated by a doctor she could not be cured and within two 
months of her recruitment she suddenly died in December 2001 in a hospital in Mancherial. 
Let us pay homage to this young adivasi comrade who dreamt to be a guerilla all her life. 
 
Comrade Deepa 
Martyrdom : ..-12-2001 

 
 Com. Deepa was born in Mogilicharla village of Warangal dt in a poor family. 
Martyr comrade Venkanna (DCM, martyred in the Koukonda encounter) belonged 
to this village. She was influenced by his work and inspired by his sacrifice. She 
was in touch with the revolutionary politics since childhood in the village. She 
decided to become a full timer after the martyrdom of Com. Venkanna and was 
recruited in May 2001. Though some of the villagers and relatives had left the 
movement and surrendered, she did not waver and continued as a squad 
member with revolutionary spirit. She worked in Pakala LGS which was part of 
Narsampet AC. She took part in all collective works, learnt about squad life and 
mingled well with the squad members. The squad was going for an appointment 
with another squad in December 2001 and on the way they were ambushed by 

the enemy at Karlapalli. Deepa was injured in the attack and caught by the police alive. They 
tortured her cruelly for party secrets but she did not reveal anything. They killed her and 
concocted a story of encounter. 
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Comrade Sridevi (Saritha) 
Martyrdom :06-03-2002 

 
 Com. Saritha was born in Abad village of Dharmaji mandal, Kadem 
mandal, Adilabad dt. in a poor family. Her mother died when she was a 
child. She was brought up by her father with lot of affection. She had two 
younger brothers. She learnt to roll beedis. As a worker who was 
exploited by the owners of the factories she began understanding about 
the society and the role of workers in transforming the sociery. The squad 
used to visit the neighbouring Dharmajipet village and she was influenced 

by the struggles of the party against feudalism, rowdyism of the goons and against the 
atrocities on women for dowry etc. She got acquaited with Com. Tirupati who was a PR of 
Dharmajipet and was in regular contact with the party through him. He was martyred later. 
She joined the party in 1997. She learnt to read and write within a short period and was 
congratulated for it. She was sent to the Mangi squad from the Singapur squad. Though it 
was an adivasi area and she did not know the language, she learnt the language within a 
short time and mingled well with the people there. She was sent to the Mahila team by the 
party. She worked with discipline in the team and organized women into the women's 
organization. She ate whatever the people gave her and won their hearts. She strived hard in 
organizing women against state repression, imperialist culture and patriarchy. 
 
She was transferred from Mangi squad to Singapur squad in 1999 and worked there for some 
days. She joined the first platoon in the district in February 1999 and participated in its 
activities actively. She fulfilled all the tasks given to her as part of raids and other military 
tasks. In protest against the fake encounter of three CC comrades on December 2, 1999, they 
conducted the Manepalli ambush, attacked the DSP room in Kagajnagar and the CISF camp 
at Goleti. She played a key role in these attacks. She served as a model to the platoon 
comrades in fulfilling tasks given to her by the platoon committee.  
 
Sridevi was transferred to the Bodh squad in 2000 for doing organizational work. She mingled 
well with the people of Bodh area and taught revolutionary politics to them. Then she worked 
for some time in the Indravelli area too. The Distirct Committee formed a new squad in 
Jodenghat area as part of extending the organization and Saritha was sent to work in that. As 
she worked in many areas she had good experience in understanding the various sections of 
people and helped her fellow comrades in organizational matters. The enemy brought severe 
repression on her family and her father was arrested and tortured. Her mother's brothers and 
her father were beat severely due to which their limbs were broken. But Saritha withstood all 
this with a mighty heart. All this served to increase her class hatred. She concentrated on 
punishing the anti-people elements who were working against the movement. She came in 
the first place in the special military camp held for women comrades to develop them in that 
field. She thus served as a model to emulate for the women comrades in the district. She 
used to read party documents regularly and discuss with her fellow comrades. Though some 
cadres from the district level to the lower levels surrendered before the enemy she did not 
waver and continued firmly in her work. She told her comrades that such ups and downs are 
natural in the course of revolution and that they should continue in the path of struggle with 
determination. 
 
As the ACM of Jodenghat LGS, she studied the conditions of the people in the area and 
taught them the politics of protracted people's war. As part of celebration of International 
Women's Day on March 8, her squad was conducting meetings and propaganda activities in 
the area explaining the importance of the day to them. In that process the squad took shelter 
in Govena village. Tipped off by an informer, the police attacked them from close range. The 
squad began retreating while resisting the enemy. Saritha was unarmed and was caught by 
the police. She was tortured severely to reveal party secrets but could not extract anything 
from her. On March 6, 2002 the police killed her at 2 p.m. and concocted an encounter story. 
Saritha would forever remain in the hearts of the people of Adilabad. Red salutes to this brave 
daughter of the earth. 
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Comrade Botla Rajeswari  
Martyrdom : 11-03-2002 
 

 Com. Rajeswari was born in the Damera village of Elkathurthy mandal, 
Karimnagar dt. in a poor family. She had three younger sisters and a younger 
brother. She used to help her family in maintaining the family from her childhood 
as she was the eldest daughter. They rolled beedis for a living and worked hard 
day and night to make ends meet. They walked a distance of 5 to 6 Kms 
everyday to the mandal centre of Elkathurthy to bring beedi leaves and rolled 
them into beedis at home. Times were hard for the family.  

 
The exploitation, oppression and corruption of the beedi owners went on uninterrupted a big 
scale. Rajeswari joined the beedi workers union and was in the forefront in the struggles 
against the corruption and fraud of the owners. As she had led the struggles, the owners 
ousted her. But she did not waver and led the struggles in 1988 with the just demands of the 
workers. She also mobilized the women in the villages into anti-feudal struggles and joined 
them in the Rytu Coolie Sangam. She was influenced by the struggles under the leadership of 
the party in the area and the guerilla squads which led them. She too wanted to become a 
guerilla and joined the Annasagar squad in 1989. She was the second woman comrade to be 
recruited in the area after martyr comrade Lakshmi. She became a model guerilla in that area 
and won the confidence of the poor people of that area. She fulfilled her role in bringing to 
book the land lords in the Annasagar area in the people's courts, distributing their properties 
and extracting all the fines they had imposed on the poor peasants. The land lords were 
frightened with the deluge of anti-feudal struggles and so had sought police protection. They 
egged them on to attack the squads. They perpetrated unending atrocities on the people and 
sent them to jail. She participated in attacks on Takkellapalli Narsinga Rao and Peesara 
Bujjula Kondala Reddy who were hard core anti-people land lords in the area. In the 
Dharmasagar, Ghanpur, Hasanparthy, Hanmakonda and Narmetta mandals she was known 
as Sarakka and won their love and affection.  
 
She was sent to Manuguru squad in Khammam district as part of extension of the movement 
area in 1991. Her role in building the movement in Manuguru area and her hard work are 
unforgettable. There were attacks by the police on one hand and that of the ML groups on the 
other. She withstood all this and continued her work in the squad. When the CP group 
attacked the squad in Kinnera area, her partner Com. Jagdish was martyred. She overcame 
that grief and moved forward in the path of the martyrs. Though she had health problems, she 
overcame them and strived for the people. She worked for nine years among the adivasi 
people of Khammam and learnt their language and slang mingling well with them. She was 
promoted to the AC in 1995. She worked till August 2000 in the Manuguru squad as an ACM 
and was transferred to the PL. She fulfilled the duties of 'C' section commander in the PL. 
 
The people of Khammam would never forget the sacrifices Com. Swarna did for them. It is not 
an exaggeration to say that each household in the Manuguru area knew her personally. Her 
loss to the movement is irreplacable. Whether the guerillas attacked the enemy or the enemy 
attacked them, she always fought valiantly. She was quick with laughter and made others 
laugh. She mingled so well with her comrades that they will never forget her smiling face. 
Emulating her qualities is the best homage we can pay her. 
 
Comrade Suguna (Rajitha) 
Martyrdom : 11-03-2002 

 
Com. Suguna was born in a remote adivasi village Singaram in Khammam dt. She 
was the beloved little sister of three elder brothers. She was full of good qualities like 
her name Suguna indicated. She could not study due to poverty and unavailability of 
such facilities in that remote village. She used to work hard from childhood as a 
labourer and helped the family. She was always laughing and active and mingled well 
with all kinds of people. The villagers just doted on her. Everybody loved this young 
chirpy girl. 
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Singaram was one of the strongest villages of Khammam dt. The guerillas used to call it their 
'city'. It was like a base area for them. They could get gruel to fill their stomachs at any time in 
that village. The villagers were very affectionate towards the guerillas. Suguna decided to 
become a full timer amidst severe repression of the enemy which is itself a great decision on 
her part. She was recruited in 1996. It was a period when people were afraid to meet the 
squad or give them food due to the domination of CPI (ML) (New Democracy). She worked in 
the squad in such a situation. She changed her name as Rajitha. She had good grip over the 
terrain and so as the pilot of the squad she used to take the squad safely to its destination 
without any trace to the enemy. She brought her acquaintances in Kinnera area into party 
contact and helped build up the party network there. In 1985 the Khammam movement 
suffered a setback and Rajitha was one of the comrades who strived hard to revive the 
movement there.  
 
She worked in the squad from 1996 to 1999. Whenever she went into any adivasi village or 
hamlet all the villagers including old people and children flocked around her. She was 
transferred to the first platoon in 1999. She was the pilot in the PL too. She always longed to 
inflict losses on the enemy forces. Whether in the squad or in PL, she was adept in fulfilling 
outside tasks. She was an ideal comrade in her relations with other comrades. She criticized 
their mistakes and in turn accepted their criticisms whole heartedly. She learnt to read and 
write in the party and also learnt to give medicines. She became a doctor in the squad. 
 
Though she had health problems, she never let it come in the way of her work. She overcame 
her problems and participated in collective works. She had immense confidence in the people 
and revolution.  
 
In the encounter at Tupakulagudem on 11-3-2002, she had retreated to one and half 
kilometres away from the camp fighting the enemy. But she was caught in an ambush there 
and died fighting valiantly. Her partner Com. Prabhakar and seven other comrades had died 
in that encounter totally. They were an ideal couple in the party. The couple had upheld the 
ideals of communist party by laying down their valuable lives for the revolution. 
 
Comrade Indira 
Martyrdom : 11-03-2002 

 
 Com. Indira was born in Kannaigudem of Eturunagaram area which was a 
bastion for the PW. She was born in a poor family. Party activities were carried on 
actively in the village even amidst repression. Naturally all this had influenced 
Indira and she realized that new democratic revolution alone would pave the way 
for their liberation. She wanted to dedicate her life for this cause and joined the 

squad in January 2000. She worked as a member of Mahila Squad for some days. Then she 
was transferred to a LGS. But even before she took up the responsibility, she was martyred in 
Tupakulagudem encounter on 11-3-2002. She was in the 'B' sentry post at the time of the 
attack and died fighting the enemy valiantly. It is a great loss to the movement to have lost 
such a young, committed comrade. 
 
Comrade Punem Sammakka (Vennela) 
Martyrdom : 12-03-2002 

 
 Com. Sammakka was born in the Kanukuru village of Mahamutharam mandal, 
Karimnagar dt. in a poor adivasi family. She was the last of four siblings. Her 
father died when she was a child and the whole burden of the family fell on her 
mother. She used to work as a child labourer along with her mother and helped 
her in maintaining the family. She went through hard times as a child due to 
the dire poverty of her family. She was attracted towards the activities of the 
party in that process and joined the squad as a full timer in March 1998. 
Though she went home leaving the party in December, 1999 due to various 
reasons, she reviewed later that it was wrong on her part to leave the 
movement and accepted her mistake in front of the party. She once again 
joined the squad in August 2001. She worked as the memeber of the Mahila 
squad and mobilized the women around revolutionary politics.  
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Though she was sick she did not care much and did all the collective works in the squad. She 
learnt to read and write with interest. She mingled well with everybody and won their respect 
and affection. She went to the hospital for treatment as she was seriously ill. While coming 
back she went to a house in Yathnaram village to drink water on 12-3-2002. A combing party 
of the police was already resting in that house and they caught her. They tortured her 
severely but she did not reveal anything. She was killed along with another comrade Parvathi 
in a fake encounter.  
 
Comrade Mekala Prameela 
Martyrdom : 12-03-2002 

 
Com. Prameela was born in a poor adivasi family in Modedu village of 
Mahadevpur mandal in Karimnagar district. She was married according 
to the adivasi traditions and she had a child out of this wedlock. Her 
husband died due to illness. Prameela worked as an anganwadi ayah to 
look after her child. Prameela's family was sympathetic to the 
movement and her elder brother worked in the Sangam. She was 
attracted to the revolutionary politics gradually. She left her child and 
joined the party as a full timer in February 2002. She went to meet her 

child and while returning to the squad, she and Vennela stopped at a house in Yathnaram to 
drink water. The police who were already resting there caught them and tortured them. 
Unable to extract anything from them, they killed them in a fake encounter and threw their 
bodies near Singampalli. The people will deficnitely avenge the death of their beloved 
daughters Vennela and Prameela. 
 
Comrade Upendra (Girija) 
Martyrdom : 25-06-...... 
 
Com. Upendra was born in the Gollagudem village of Kothagudem mandal of Khammam dt. 
in a poor family. She was the second child of her parents. She resisted the discrimination her 
father was showing between her and her brother. At the age of 13, she came out of her house 
opposing her father and began living on her own herding cattle. She had to go without food on 
many nights. But she did not bow her head before her father's patriarchy. She won the 
respect and affection of her villagers and was seen as an ideal by the young women of her 
village. Everybody used to listen to her as she talked reasonably on any issue. Amidst severe 
repression of the police to annihilate the squad which frequented that area, she tried for the 
contact of the party and succeeded. She listened keenly to the party politics taught by the 
squad. She understood the link between patriarchy and the exploitative society and was 
convinced that revolution is the only way for women's liberation. She began organizing the 
young women of her village into VMS and became their leader. Though the bad gentry and 
her family brought pressure on her and threatened her not to work in the women's 
organization she did not heed and went on meeting the squad in the forests secretely. She 
used to feed the squad with the money she earned as a labourer and implemented the 
programme of the party in the village. In 1997 she joined the squad as a full timer taking along 
another two members of the Sangam by preparing them as full time activists.  
 
She worked in all the areas in the district according to the needs of the party. She got good 
grip on the forest terrain and served as the pilot of the squad. In 2001, she was promoted as 
the deputy commander of the Gundala LGS. Wherever she went to work, she immediately 
learnt the language and the slang of the people of that area and mingled with them. When 
she went to the villages in civil clothes on some works on many occassions, the police 
stopped and questioned her but she could escape by giving clever replies.  
 
She learnt to read and write within a short period. She wrote poems on martyrs and prepared 
street plays on people's issues. She also acted in them and became popular as an actor. She 
was in the forefront in fighting back the bad propaganda of the New Democracy party on PW 
as the member of Gundala AC. She patiently explained politics to the people and put 
tremendous efforts in that work. Though she had joint pains as a result of the long walks 
which is part of guerilla life she overcame this difficulty with her consciousness. She tried not 
to become a hurdle to the squad movements and walked with determination. On June 25, 



 108

they were attacked by the police at 10 a.m. while they were taking bath. She fought like a 
lioness but finally was martyred in the Mamillavayi forests.  
 
Comrade Suguna (Anitha) 
Martyrdom : 25-06-.......... 
 
Com. Suguna was born in a remote adivasi hamlet Bhoopathipur in the Eturunagaram agency 
area of Warangal district. She never went to school. She herded cattle, cut wood and worked 
as a labourer. Her life shows the journey of an innocent adivasi woman who became a leader 
of the revolution. Along with agriculture, cutting and selling wood was the main occupation of 
the villagers. The men used to drink with the money they earned by cutting wood. They used 
to come back home drunk and beat their wives. It became a daily routine for the women to go 
into the forest to sleep as their husbands chased them to beat them. They used to come back 
in the morning. Suguna was witness to the oppression of tribal customs too. She used to 
discuss with women and girls about the oppression on them as women and urged them to 
fight against it. She developed contacts with the party and mobilized women into the anti-
arrack movement. She stopped the manufacture of liquor in the village and began stopping 
the gudumba (country liquor) manufacture in the nearby villages too. At the same time she 
went from house to house explaining to the men the evils of drinking and convinced them to 
leave the habit. Though she faced abuse from them she still persisted in this work and 
succeeded to some extent. She even convinced people not to beat their children. She brought 
to book men who beat their wives and thus developed self-confidence in women. She 
changed the attitudes of men too. She could bring them together and divert them into 
agriculture, away from cutting wood. The women began recognizing her as their leader. 
Whenever a husband harassed his wife she used to be assured of Sugunakka's help 
immediately.  
 
She led the women into the calls and programmes given by the party for election boycott, 
March 8, protest marches against encounters, building martyrs columns, July 28 Martyrs day 
and in dharnas and rallies on various issues. The party gave her membership seeing her 
deep commitment, sacrifice, discipline, selfless service and political understanding. She 
developed the awareness in the women's organization that they should do sentry duty for the 
squad by taking them along with her and leading by example. She used to take them to 
participate in political classes and military training. She prepared three of her organization 
members as full timers for the party and sent them into the squad. When the party gave her a 
call to join the squad, she agreed without a moment's hesitation. She joined as a member of 
Gundala LGS in February 2001. Within a short period she gained good grip over the 
conditions of that area. She won the confidence and love of the people and the squad 
members. She was ideal in sharing the difficult works in the squad. She learnt to read and 
write and began reading party literature. She improved her organizational and political 
understanding and was soon promoted as an ACM. As repression increased, two guerilla 
squads were working together in order to give stiff resistance if attacked by the enemy. So the 
Kothagudem LGS was also with them. On June 25, they were taking bath in the forest of 
Mamillavayi when the police attacked them and comrades Girija and Anitha were martyred 
there. 
 
Comrade Nyalakonda Rajitha (Padma) 
Martyrdom : 02-07-2002 

 
 Rajitha was studying degree in the Adarsh college in 
Jammikunta town of Karimnagar district when she came into 
contact with RSU. She was inspired by Com. Masani Ravinder 
who was the organizer then. He was martyred later and she took 
his name as her pen name (MaRa). She joined the party as a full 
timer in May 1989 and worked as a squad member in Peddapalli 
squad. She was born in a middle class family and was not used 
to the squad life. She had to strive hard to get used to the long 
walks, but she overcame all the hurdles with the spirit of a 
genuine revolutionary. It took three years for her to get a grip 
over terrain. In this period she worked as a teacher in the squad 
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and developed herself by learning from others. 
 
Later she was transferred to the Jagityal squad. At the time the condition was such that the 
movement was in ebb and the party structures were seriously damaged. Many who had been 
transferred there had gone back unable to withstand the difficult conditions there. But Padma 
unhesitatingly went there and worked there. But within a few months she was shifted to 
Husnabad. Between 1991 and '92 nearly a hundred comrades had been martyred in that area 
in fake encounters. Raids, encounters and losses became common with BSF attacking them 
with information given by informers. As the commander of Husnabad squad and the AC 
secretary she unflinchingly took up responsibilities. In such trying circumstances, again by the 
end of 1993, people's struggles had burst forth. This is testimony to the efforts put by her 
there. It was during this period that thousands of lands were occupied including the lands of 
ex-prime minister PV Narsimha Rao. The movement became consolidated politically and 
organizationally.  
 
In the third district conference held in May 1995, she was elected to the district committee and 
took up the responsibility of Manthani and Peddapalli areas which were already going through 
a rough patch with fake encounters. During the 1994 elections, 60 to 70 comrades were 
martyred in these two areas and the people were terrorized to a great extent. In that difficult 
period she had applied the tactics formulated by the party creatively and gave correct 
guidance to the party there. Thus she developed people's struggles and consolidated the 
results. 
 
In this period, the urban movement in Karimnagar was completely damaged and she took up 
the responsibility of reviving it. She guided the comrades to form secret units and open 
student organizations in cover in colleges and hostels. After the martyrdom of Com. Sayini 
Prabhakar (DCS) in 1985, up until 1997, the movement in the Jagityal, Metpalli and Malyala 
areas was severely damaged. The attacks of the enemy were severe too. Within one year the 
Metpalli squad was attacked 11 times. In that situation, the SZC and the DC had opined that it 
would be better if Padma is given responsibility there and she happily took up the task. By 
that time, the actual situation was such that due to lack of proper guidance the squads were 
discouraged and were worried with continuous attacks by the enemy. Padma changed the 
work style of the squads so that they do not become targets of enemy attacks. She studied 
the conditions there and took up people's struggles there first. She guided the ACs to take up 
consolidation later. She planned to damage the informer network of the enemy, politically 
educated the squads and developed them into fighting squads.  
 
The SZC combined parts of Karimnagar and Nizamabad distritcts and formed them into West 
Karimnagar district. There she took up the responsibility of Sircilla and Kodimyala squads 
which were working in trying circumstances. Many leader comrades had surrendered to the 
enemy and revealed party secrets to the enemy. When people were losing confidence on the 
secret methods of the party, the news that Padma was transferred to this area filled the 
people and the squads with new enthusiasm. 
 
Padma had attended the military training camp only once in 1992 when she was still a squad 
member. But the military technique, daring and presence of mind she displayed in many 
battles with the enemy had made her into an exemplary military leader too. She had 
confronted the enemy in battles nearly 20 times directly and on an everyday basis indirectly 
too. In 1991 when the Husnabad squad was in the Nandaram village in a house shelter, the 
enemy had attacked them. The commander gave caution to a squad member to rush up and 
fire at the enemy taking cover so that he would not occupy the entrance. He hesitated and 
then the commander asked Padma who was a squad member to do the job and she 
unhesitatingly rushed up amidst enemy bullets and took cover and fired. That was the 
beginning of the illustrious military prowess of Padma and after that she never looked back. 
There is a lot which PLGA forces should learn from her military experience. Since 1993, as a 
commander she had fought the enemy, leading the comrades from the front and keeping up 
the resistance of the squads.  
 
In 1993, the enemy attacked them in Gatla Narsingapur with information. She immediately 
started firing and gave cautions helping the others to come out of the surprise factor. Thus 
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she helped the whole squad to retreat while resisting the enemy even as the DC secretary 
was caught in the firing of the enemy. She had saved the leadership by giving cautions to 
attack the enemy coming in flank. In the Pothkapalli raid, she had guided the A assault team 
as the deputy commander in 1996. When the total commander had lost initiative she took up 
the task with initiative and had played a prominent role in making it a success. When the 
enemy had attacked them after they had retreated, the bravery and initiative she showed in 
fighting back, in preserving the weapons seized in the raid and in retreating her comrades are 
exemplary and praise worthy. In September 1996, she was injured in her right hand in an 
ambush by the enemy which was specifically laid targeting Padma. But she did not lose heart 
and had efficiently led the resistance of her comrades who had been under surprise. When 
the commander said it would be better to retreat, she told him that we can put the enemy in 
defense only by resisting and continued, thus putting the enemy in defense. She did not leave 
her weapon in spite of the injury and brought it along with her. She had to suffer a lot due to 
the injury as the wound had festered and due to the dragnet of the enemy she could not go 
for treatment for a long time. It used to smell badly and maggots developed too. But she gave 
more importance to technical precautions and bore all this with a smile. In 1997 in the 
Konapur encounter, she did not have a weapon but she commanded the squad and retreated 
the squad safely. In 1999, the ambush of the guerillas was exposed and the enemy counter-
ambushed. But Padma had led the resistance so well as the commander of the ambush team 
that the enemy had to run from his positions. This is worth emulating by all comrades of 
PLGA. When the enemy had encircled the conference camp of the West Karimnagar district 
in September 2000, the initiative, presence of mind and the daringness shown by Padma as 
the deputy commander of the whole camp won the praise of all. In November 2001, there 
were three encounters with the enemy on a single day. She had fought the enemy alone with 
her disabled hand and made him believe there were many guerillas there. In the last 
encounter with the enemy at Sankenaboru hills on July 2, 2002, the enemy attacked them 
suddenly from the front and from flank. She led the resistance and commanded others to fire 
too. But as the enemy opened auto fire, comrades Vikram, Manasa and Sagar were martyred. 
Two more comrades had fired a few bullets and went away. Another comrade had retreated 
after her bullets were over in the firing. So Padma had to fight the enemy alone. She was 
killed by the enemy who rushed from both sides. This brave guerilla leader laid down her life 
finally in this fierce encounter. 
 
Padma was the one of the first woman commanders, the first woman district committee 
secretary and the first woman SZC member in North Telangana. She had always fought the 
patriarchal ideology in the party and set an example to the woman comrades through her 
example on developing oneself rising above the backwardness among them. She held 
classes to women and men when she was a commander and DCM and thus helped to reduce 
patriarchal ideology among them to a large extent. She had always encouraged and helped to 
develop the confidence of women comrades. She was always cheerful and laughing and 
mingled well with all. She was a close leader of the comrades and the masses. She was very 
frank in expressing her opinions and criticisms. She looked delicate and had a soft nature too. 
Nobody could guess that this was the same Padma who fought fiercely and became a 
nightmare to the enemy. She never felt proud that she had studied higher studies and never 
felt superior. On the contrary, she felt she had to learn from one and all. She was a rare gem 
of a comrade the revolutionary movement of India had ever produced - a combination of 
organizational, military and political skills of a higher level. Very few could reach the levels 
she had reached in all these fields and the fact that she was a woman born and brought up in 
this semi-feudal society makes it all the more amazing. This beloved daughter of the people, 
this constant learner from the people, this great leader of the masses had set an example for 
generations to come on how to serve the people and revolution. She was like another 
Panchadi Nirmala, the kind of leader who could inspire hundreds more to follow in her foot 
steps. She represented the heights a woman leader could reach in the movement through 
sheer hard work and dedication.  
People turned in their thousands to pay homage to their leader defying severe attempts by 
the enemy to stop the deluge. Padma's name would forever be etched in the hearts of the 
people of North Telangana. The legend of Padma will live on forever. She had made her 
parents and the party proud. The letter she had written to her parents explaining her 
dedication to the people's cause had been prominently published by newspapers. This letter 
showed how this simple girl turned great leader thought about revolution and her role in it.   
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Comrade Manemma (Manasa) 
Martyrdom : 02-07-2002 
 
Com. Manasa was the guard of Com. Padma. Manasa (Manemma) hailed from Isrojiguda of 
Sadasivnagar mandal of Nizamabad district. Her father Narsihmulu became a martyr in 1996. 
After three years, while she was studying in the 9th class, Manasa was recruited into the 
PGA. 
 
 
Comrade Ankusbi (Jyoti) 
Martyrdom : 26-07-2002 
 

Com. Ankusbi was born in a poor family in the village 
Pattipaka of Sayampet mandal in Warangal dt. She fought 
against the fundamentalist Muslim tenets in her family. She 
opposed the marriage fixed by her parents and took to the 
path of struggle. She studied till 10th standard amidst many 
problems. Her family was in contact with the party and helped 
the party in many ways. Her elder brother had worked in the 
party as a full timer but left the party after working for four 

years. But Ankusbi was not disappointed and joined the party as a full timer in 1997. She 
worked in the name of Jyothi in the party. 
 
She worked in the Parkal squad for some days. Later she was shifted to the city. She joined 
in an intermediate women's college in Warangal and organized women students. Later 
heeding the decision of the party, she left her studies and worked as a women PR organizing 
women in the Devannapet mini guerilla squad area which worked near the Warangal town. 
She consolidated women into women's organization and led them in struggles on beedi 
workers problems, dowry, atrocities on women and problems of agricultural labourers. She 
organized women to participate in people's courts. She mobilized women into struggles 
conducted for ban on liquor, separate democratic Telangana, annihilation of caste and other 
peasant problems. She guided women in conducting many seminars to increase their polical 
awareness. She conducted night schools to teach them primary education. She was 
promoted into the AC in 2000. She conducted the activities of the party courageuously amidst 
severe repression in Warangal city and the suburban area near it. There are few comrades 
who could do such work in the urban areas. She was invaluable. 
 
She was promoted as the commander of Dharmasagar area squad in 2001. She tried to 
understand the area as the member of Jangaon AC member. She participated actively in the 
annihilations of land lords and informers in that area. As part of resistance to enemy 
repression she participated in the destruction of government property. She participated in the 
raid on Tirmalagiri PS in Nalgonda district and was injured in the leg. She took treatment and 
rested for six months and joined the squad again. The squad walked all night along and was 
resting near Damera village in Elkathurthy mandal. They were tired. The police attacked them 
on July 26, 2002 early in the morning. She woke up, loaded her weapon and was on her way 
to the cover when she was hit in the back by enemy bullets and fell down. Five comrades 
including the DCM Com. Suresh and Jyothi were martyred there. Jyoti's loss is a serious one 
for the revolutionary movement both in the urban and rural areas as she had experience in 
both the movements which is a rare feat.  
 
Comrade Gande Poshamma (Padma) 
Martyrdom : 26-07-2002 

 
 Com. Poshamma belonged to the Bhairanpalli village. She wanted to fight 
this patriarchal, exploitative system and joined the squad. Within a few days 
of joining the squad she was martyred in the Damera encounter. 
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Comrade Kalpana 
Martyrdom :26-07-2002 
 

 Com. Kalpana was born in Veleru village. Her family had contacts with 
the party since she was a child. She was married but she could not bear 
the harassment of her husband and in-laws. So she left him and came 
back to her parents' home. She studied till intermediate. She then decided 
to dedicate her life for the revolution and joined the squad. Within two 
months of her recruitment she was martyred in the Damera encounter. 
 

Comrade Mangamma (Sandhya) 
Martyrdom : 1-08-2002 
 
On 1st August, Nallamalla forest which encompasses four districts of Mahboo-bnagar, 
Prakasham, Kurnool and Guntur reverberated with the sound of automatic fire, grenades and 
2 inch Mortar shells. It is the first ever encounter in Prakasham district and the biggest loss 
suffered by the PW in Nallamala region in the recent past. Four comrades fell while fighting 
heroically after an attempt to attack the notorious Grey Hounds forces who were camping 
near the village of Alatampenta was repulsed by the police using a huge number of grenades 
and mortar shells besides several rounds of automatic fire. It was a daring action carried out 
at around 6 in the morning by the first platoon of the PGA in AP. 
 
Com. Sandhya was one of the four comrades martyred there. Sandhyas alias Mangamma  
had joined the PGA two years ago and hailed from a poor family from the village of 
Koosarrajupalle in Nalgonda district. She used to herd cattle while at home and so was very 
good at remembering routes in the forest. When she was shifted to work in the first PL of AP, 
she happily agreed and did not hesitate to bit to leave her area or district. Within a few days of 
joining the PL, she won the confidence of her fellow comrades and the leadership too with her 
fair attitude towards one and all and her cheerful nature. She became one of the reliable 
comrades who could take the squad through difficult routes without forgetting. She was very 
keen on developing herself in the military field and eager to learn. In this attack, Sandhya was 
one of the five comrades in the assault team and the fifth comrade who escaped death 
described how bravely and unhesitatingly she had advanced and fought the enemy till her last 
breath. All the four comrades who died there had created a higher level model for all the PGA 
comrades to emulate.  
 
The death defying sprit showed by these four comrades during their heroic action against the 
Greyhounds will no doubt be an inspiration to the entire party and the PGA. It had checked 
the advancing of the police deep in to the jungle. 
 
Comrade Vijaya 
Martyrdom : 02-08-2002 
 
Comrade Sarada (Saritha) 
Martyrdom : 15-11-2002 

 
 Com. Sarada was born in the Urattam village of Tadwai mandal 
under the Eturunagaram area in a adivasi family . Her uncle Com. 
Nagasatyam (Suryam) was a DCM in the party and she was proud of 
that fact. She could not bear the grief when he was killed in a fake 
encounter. She wanted to work for the aims he worked for and fulfill 
his dreams. She was recruited in October 2002. Sarada who studied 
till 7th standard was always patient and tried to learn everything in a 
skilful manner. But within a few days of her joining the squad, she fell 
sick. Suddenly she died in the Ailapur forests on 15-11-2002 due to 
sickness. She could not fulfill her dream of fighting the enemy like a 

guerilla but her dedication towards the cause will always continue to inspire people. She 
chose to get recruited during a severe repression period when the party was going through a 
difficult phase which is proof enough of her deep committment. The memories of Comrades 
Suryam and Saritha will always remain with the people.  
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Comrade Sarojana (JNM Padma) 
Martyrdom : 17-11-2002 
 
Com. Sarojana (JNM Padma) 
 

 Com. Sarojana was born as the third child out of five girl children to 
Santamma and Sayilu in Kanukulagidde village of Huzurabad taluq in 
Karimnagar district. As they were poor and did not have sons, her 
parents married their girls at an early age. Sarojana was also married 
at a very young age. Though her parents knew that he was not a 
good person and was a thief, her mother married her to him as he 
was her brother's son and they expected that he will change after 
marriage. He did not change a bit and Sarojana had to stay at her 
parental home. He rarely visited them or his village and one day he 
stole even the money she had earned by selling milk. He never 
returned. One of the land lords in the village eyed Sarojana and tried 
to catch her alone. Her father had died by then and so she and her 
mother went away with their buffalo to their relative's home and 

stayed there. They were difficult days and they somehow made a living. By then the 
revolutionary movement developed to its peak in the Karimnagar district after the Jagityala 
Jaitya Yatra. In her village too, Sangam gained the upper hand and they sent word to them to 
come back and stay in their home as they need not fear the land lords now.  
 
The mother and daughter went back happily and from then on the party and Sangam people 
frequented their home. Since Sarojana sang very well, they encouraged her to sing and 
gradually she began singing on stage. She began going to other villages too for campaigns 
and giving performances. This increased contradiction with her mother but she told her 
mother that she was doing nothing wrong. Her commitment increased and she informed the 
party that she would work as a full timer.  
 
She became a full timer in 1981 and changed her name to Padma. It was with this name that 
she became known all over AP as JNM Padma. She was assigned to work in JNM because 
of her cultural talents. She did not go to school at home. So she learnt to read and write along 
with learning to sing and dance in the JNM team. She could read magazines and books within 
three months and it showed how determined to she was to develop herself. Soon she began 
giving cultural performances along with the JNM team led by Com. Gaddar. In that course she 
married her co-artiste Com. Sanjeev in 1982. It was a love marriage and they were a loving 
couple. They became famous together while giving performances all over the state. She 
sang, danced and acted in plays. People were inspired by their performances and associated 
themselves with the revolution. She gave birth to a baby boy in 1983. But she gave away her 
suckling boy to relatives and again joined her work in JNM. Though it was not an easy 
decision for her to leave her baby boy, she took it for the sake of her work which she valued 
more than anything. 
 
1985 marked the beginning of undeclared war on the revolutionary movement by the Telugu 
Desam government of NTR. Open activities also came under iron heels of the police and all 
cultural performances came to a stop. So party decided that JNM comrades should go 
underground as arrests and fake encounters were on the increase. Comrades Padma and 
Sanjeev were sent underground in a Hindi-speaking state, as they had performed in dozens 
of cities, towns and villages and were famous all over AP as artistes. There she learnt Hindi. 
Sanjeev ran an auto for the sake of cover, and they lived with their son unknown and without 
even proper cultural work for some days. But they withstood all this with the spirit of 
revolutionaries. After some days they were assigned work and they prepared video and audio 
cassettes of songs, dances and plays of JNM along with other JNM comrades like Diwakar 
(martyred in 2001). Thus they tried to inspire people by working secretly to propagate 
revolutionary culture even in those trying circumstances.  
 
The couple found it difficult to be in towns without continuous work and that too in the cultural 
field and preferred to work in the squads.  They gave away their son again as a preparation 
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for that. Finally their wish was fulfilled after some days and they went to work in the 
Basagudem squad in DK in 1990. But the party immediately gave them a call to come back to 
AP to give open cultural performances as Chenna Reddy's Congress government had come 
to power and there was relaxation in the repression. The party wanted to utilize this period of 
flexibility for doing revolutionary propaganda on a huge scale and comrades Padma and 
Sanjeev were indispensable for this. Other JNM comrades who had gone underground also 
came overground and for about nearly one year in 1990, the JNM had given dozens of 
performances all over AP. Padma used to narrate Swarna's story which was about a woman 
martyr along with singing, dancing and performing in plays. Usually in the villages, the men 
narrate the stories traditionally and in JNM too men comrades narrated the stories. Comrades 
like Padma and Kumari had learnt to narrate stories and thus laid the path for women 
comrades to break this male bastion. It is to the credit of JNM women comrades that they 
even play the Dappu (drum like instrument) which is also another male forte. Even during the 
glorious Telangana armed struggle women comrades had narrated stories and were the first 
pioneers in breaking the all-male bastion of the cultural field. In those days except prostitutes 
nobody performed on stage and it was the communist women who broke that tradition. Their 
pioneering work laid the foundation for JNM comrades like Padma to perform and narrate 
stories nearly 40 years later.  
 
Padma also taught newer recruits to JNM in the training classes held then. This open period 
did not last more than a year and again open programmes came to an end. Padma and 
Sanjeev were sent into the squads once again but were then shifted to towns. Though Padma 
liked to work in the squads ever since she became a full timer, she had always heeded the 
party decisions. In the towns, they again prepared some songs and plays for JNM with other 
comrades.  
 
Then Padma was assigned to North Telangana to develop JNM work there. She changed her 
name to Vidya. She was recognized as a DC level comrade but since she did not have 
organizational experience, she was given responsibilities at AC level to gain experience. She 
worked as the deputy commander in Mahadevpur area. She attended the military camp, 
political classes and the NT level special women's meeting in 1997. In that meeting as a 
senior women comrade she discussed the problems of women's development in party deeply 
and contributed for the success of the meeting. Later she was shifted to Eturunagaram squad. 
She worked as the deputy commander and also gave cultural performances along with other 
comrades and inspired people amidst the severe repression in NT in that period. 
 
It was a period of severe repression in NT and many comrades were getting martyred. The 
revolutionary movement was going through a rough patch and cultural field was also facing all 
these problems and not able to perform much. Vidya could not understand these 
circumstances politically and she became inactive for one and half years. But later she 
realized her mistake and came back to join the movement. She regarded this period as a 
black patch in her career and vowed never to leave the movement again. 
 
Now she was given the responsibility of JNM in Karimnagar district and was taken into the NT 
level JNM committee as a member. She gave performances and guided the work of JNM and 
gave training to new members. Thus she tried to develop the revolutionary cultural field. She 
attended the All India cultural workshop held by the CC in 2002 as a delegate from NT JNM 
and played a good role in learning and teaching.  
 
On 17-11-2002, there was a fierce encounter with the police near Ailapur village in 
Eturunagaram area in Warangal district and Com. Vidya was martyred in that encounter along 
with four other comrades. 
 
Padma had given open performances in all the districts in dozens of towns and villages of AP. 
She had toured Delhi, Mumbai, Gujarat, Kolkata, Chennai, Bihar etc along with the team and 
performed on stage. She had performed in secret cultural programmes as part of squads in 
1991 in Nallamala forest villages, in 1993 in Srikakulam, in 1989 in DK and in NT from 1996 
onwards till her martyrdom. She had also worked secretly in towns to propagate revolutionary 
politics. Thus she worked day and night for the development of the revolutionary cultural field. 
She developed as one of the women leaders of the party and became the most senior women 
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leader in the cultural field of the party. Her contributions in that field always serve as a beacon 
light for the future generations. People will sing her songs and march along in her path. 
 
 
Comrade Durga (Rajitha) 
Martyrdom : 17-11-2002 
 

 Com. Durga was born in Buttayagudem village of Eturunagaram. She was 
martyred along with JNM leader Com. Vidya on 17-11-2002 at 10 a.m. in 
the Ailapuram forests in the Eturunagaram area.  
 
 
 
 

 
Comrade Kadti Some 
Martyrdom : 31-12-2002 
 
When the oppressed people of Bastar conducted famine raids on the landlords of AP, the 
police from Andhra started large-scale repressive campaigns on the villages of Bastar to 
suppress the people. Stopping the people of Bastar from observing the PLGA week also was 
the aim of this cycle of repression. After the central government took the decision to conduct 
joint operations under Joint Operational Command, the atrocities of Andhra police on the 
people of Bastar increased manifold. They even started killing the people. The police arrested 
many people from the villages Chandugudem, Gondiguda, Mosalimadugu, Vedapadu, 
Polampalli in Gollapalli and Kistaram areas of South Bastar division. It harassed both the 
businessmen and the people during the weekly markets. Due to this people were very much 
troubled. On 31st December 2002, a rally was organized against the police atrocities in which 
4,000 people participated. In that rally people demanded the end of police atrocities and the 
release of arrested people. But the police could not tolerate the unity of people and started 
firing on them. In this firing a young, innocent adivasi woman Kadti Some, aged 18 years died 
and a peasant was injured. Police did not even hand over the body of Some to her family or 
the people. The body just disappered! The police tried to cover up their brutality by saying that 
4000 adivasis came to loot the Sitanagaram bazaar, which is an utter lie. Comrade Some will 
be remembered as a symbol of struggling people and as a victim of Andhra police’s brutality. 
Only in the new democratic society could people really have the right to live and that too with 
dignity. Some’s death once again stresses the need of such a society!  
 
Comrade Damayanthi  
Martyrdom : 30-03-2003 
 
Com. Damayanthi was born as a Kuvi adivasi in Parikupada village of Gudari block, 
Rayagada dt, Basadhara division. Whenever the squad went to her village she met the 
guerillas. Though she did not participate in the struggles directly she was inspired by the land 
struggles in her village. Especially the seizure of harvest in Gudari inspired her. She wanted 
to fight against oppression and joined the militia as a full timer. Then she changed her name 
to Reetha. She was always very active and had comradely relations with other militia 
comrades and squad members. She learnt military methods and exercises actively. She loved 
Kuvi revolutionary songs. She took training in singing them. She had good relations not only 
with the Kuvi people but all the different adivasi people. She worked as full time militia for just 
four months. 
 
Then on March 30, 2003 she came for protection purpose to the camp near Gandagodi where 
Basadhara division's first plenum was being held. 70 CRPF and OSAP police were 
approaching the camp after they got information about it. Comrades transporting rice and 
other material to the camp had an encounter with them and Reetha was injured in that firing. 
She was caught and killed after cruelly torturing her. Another Com. Sunil was also injured and 
he succombed later. The police did not find his body. So the police announced the death of 
only one person. Reetha carved a place in the annals of Indian revolution as a martyr though 
she worked only a few months for it. 
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Comrade Kunja Lakshmi (Mamatha) 
Martyrdom : 03-05-2003 
 

 Com. Kunja Lakshmi was born in an adivasi family in Damerathogu village 
in Gundala mandal situated in the agency area of Khammam dt. She used to 
work equally with her elder brothers in all the works including ploughing the 
land. She used to help her father in works more than her brothers and 
proved that women were in no way inferior to men. She was very active and 
was attracted towards the party politics. She was inspired by the 
revolutionary struggles in her area and joined the women's organization in 
her village. She worked actively in the organization. She got recruited into 

the party in 1998 and became a darling of the people as Mamatha. In the squad too, she 
competed with the male comrades and was in the forefront in doing all difficult tasks. She was 
foremost in military practice. In the military camp held in 2001, she came first among the 
protection comrades. She worked as a PLGA soldier in the Pandava and Manuguru squads 
and then in the first and fifth platoons. She was martyred in an encounter in Eturunagarm 
forest on   3-05-2003. Let us pledge to fulfill her dreams. 
 
Comrade Vijayalakshmi  
Martyrdom: 06-05-2003 
 
Com. Vijayalakshmi died on May 6, 2003 in Visakhapatnam with kidney problem. She was a 
known revolutionary sympathizer in the revolutionary camp in AP. She worked as a teacher 
and was known in her society as one of the best teachers. She was a writer and critic too.  
Vijaya was born in a communist family during the CPI days. She had imbibed those values 
since childhood and continued with them all her life. She was influenced by the communist 
activists who had taken shelter in her house. It was with that influence that she decided to 
marry a communist activist. Accordingly she married Com. Chalasani Prasad. They had a 
stage marriage on May Day and they defied all kinds of feudal traditions by doing away with 
dowry, mangal sutra and such things. The greatness of her is that she followed these ideals 
to the last day. All her life she did not wear any ornaments on any part of her body. Due to 
this she had to face many questions in this semi-feudal society. But she answered all these 
curious questions with lot of patience and told them about the communist understanding 
towards wearing ornaments. In her own way she served to break the feudal traditions by 
encouraging the women around her to think about this important aspect in a women's life, 
especially in India where ornaments are seen as essential for a woman. 
She was very simple in her life style. She gave shelter to and helped almost all the 
revolutionary organizations in AP for decades together in many ways. Their house was one of 
the known centres in AP for the activities of the revolutionary camp and mainly for Virasam 
(Revolutionary Writers Association - RWA). This would not have been possible without the 
active support of 'Vijayakka' as she is affectionately known. This meant putting up with 
different kinds of inconveniences in regular life, but she took it in her stride as she wanted the 
New Democratic Revolution to be successful in this country. She and her husband had owned 
the politics of Naxalbari and during the Srikakulam struggle she had even told him that she 
would not stop him even if he wanted to join the movement as a full timer. Such was her 
commitment to Naxalbari politics. Many of her close friends including her husband were put in 
jail during the emergency. She bravely faced the situation and tried to help those in jail in all 
manners she could. She tried for bails and went to meet them to care for their needs.  
She became a member of Andhra Pradesh Chaitanya Mahila Samakhya (APCMS) which 
worked among women with the aim of New Democratic Revolution just some years before 
she died and she had contributed for their magazine too. She gave meaningful speeches in 
some of their meetings too. She stood as a pillar of support to their activities in 
Visakhapatnam.  
 
She wanted to become a teacher as she was influenced by the teacher Mary Sullivan who 
taught Helen Keller who could not see, hear or talk. Throughout her career she tried to imbibe 
scientific and materialistic outlook in her students. She told that her dead body should be 
donated to the King George Hospital to help the medical students learn. This shows how she 
led her students by example in following a materialistic outlook.  
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It is a great loss to have lost such a firm sympathizer for the revolutionary movement and its 
camp in AP. It is a loss to the women's movement too as her services to it were invaluable. 
 
Comrade Ellanki Aruna (Lalitha, Sadhana) 
Martyrdom : 14-05-2003 
 

 On 14th May 2003, Comrade Lalitha, Secretary of Adilabad 
District Committee in 
North Telangana was martyred. In North Telangana she was 
popular as Lalitha whereas she was well known as Sadhana in 
Dandakaranya. Along with two other comrades Swarna and 
Kamala she was killed in a fierce encounter with the 
greyhounds in Agarugudem jungle, Bejjur mandal, Adilabad 
district. Their resistance facilitated the retreat of the other 
comrades. Lalitha was born into a middle class family in Banda 
Lingapur of Karimnagar district forty years back. Her father was 
a patwari (village clerk) of the village. Her village was a fortress 
of feudal landlords during that time. Thus she spent her 

childhood in feudal traditions and customs. She was married off at a very young age. She 
faced severe harassment by her immoral male chauvinist husband. Later she divorced her 
husband and stayed at her home. She suffered with leprosy. This was a very difficult phase in 
her personal life. But she did not lose hope and got cured after treatment. Later she joined in 
a junior college in a nearby town named Korutla.  
 
At that time she has got in touch with Radical Students Union. From this time her life took an 
important turn. Within no time she learnt revolutionary politics and started working as an 
activist. She joined for teaching training course in Nirmal town of Adilabad district. There also 
she continued her activities. She worked as teacher for three years. She became very popular 
among teachers and students in the villages where she worked as a teacher. During that 
period her self-confidence increased that she can work as a professional revolutionary. She 
left her job in 1988 and dedicated her life to revolution. Party sent her to work in Gadchiroli 
district of DK. She started working in Korchi tehsil. In Korchi, Tipragarh and Boregaon she 
played a prominent role in building KAMS. She mingled among the women as a fish in water 
without fearing the police repression. She learnt the Gondi language of the adivasis and tried 
to understand their culture and customs. Party formed a special team of women comrades 
who would work without weapons in civil clothes. She was part of it. But as repression 
increased manifold, the team was again integrated into the squad. She used to teach the 
squad members in her free time. She won the friendship of her fellow comrades. Due to her 
strong commitment towards people she not only won the confidence of her comrades but her 
self- confidence also increased.  
 
In 1993 she was sent to work in Adilabad division. She was the commander of the Khanapur 
squad. Under her leadership they consolidated the peasantry on a large scale. Later she was 
elected into the district committee and took up the responsibility of Chennur squad. She soon 
became the darling of the oppressed masses there. She became a terror to the landlords, 
exploiters and the police. Especially in 1998 they conspired a lot to get her killed. But under 
her efficient leadership party became very strong and advanced. Mass base increased. So all 
their conspiracies failed miserably. In severe repression she increased the morale of the 
cadres. Whenever there was an encounter with the police she fought fiercely. All the efforts of 
the police to kill her were foiled. She emerged safe out of many encounters successfully.  
 
At the end of 2001 she took up the responsibility of the district secretary. In the 2000 North 
Telangana State Conference she was chosen as a delegate to the historic Congress in 2001. 
Though she became very sick there, she participated very actively in the proceedings there. 
Till her last breath she worked as a unique soldier. For ordinary people and party members 
she was an ideal and a source of inspiration. In spite of martyrdom of Adilabad leading 
comrades, she worked and mobilized people into struggles till end. In very difficult and 
adverse conditions she increased the self-confidence of the cadres. How did an oppressed 
woman become a unique leader? How did an ordinary teacher teaching children become a 
military expert? How did an ordinary girl brought up in feudal traditions become the darling of 
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thousands of people? The answers are hidden in these questions. Lalitha stands before us as 
a role model in all these things. Those who don’t understand the dialectical principles of class 
struggle will not be able to gauge the development process of comrades like Lalitha. She 
fulfilled the responsibility given to her by history very efficiently. After killing Lalitha the enemy 
went into a fizzy and celebrated their ‘victory’. They even claimed that they have killed a 
military expert who could target a flying plane. Though it was an exaggeration floated by an 
over joyed enemy, there was no doubt that she was a brave fearless fighter. She faced many 
attacks bravely without getting panicky. Some times she was alone or only one or two 
comrades were with her. Even in such circumstances she faced the enemy with confidence. 
Many times in camps she took up the responsibility of defense on her shoulders. Whenever 
the enemy attacked the camps she used to be in the first ranks of resistance. In 1999, the 
government murdered Central Committee members, comrades Shyam, Murali and Mahesh. 
The whole of Andhra Pradesh was drowned in a river of sorrow. Flames of resistance spread 
all over the state, in some places for months together. In this context Adilabad guerillas made 
a daring attack on the DSP’s office in Bellampalli town. She led the attack as the Deputy 
Commander. Two SLR rifles were also seized. With Lalitha’s death PLGA forces lost a good 
commander. 
 
If we don’t mention about her behavior with comrades and people, her life history will not be 
complete. It is true that all real communists are filled with communist human values. That is 
why they are ready to sacrifice their lives. Lalitha was a great communist. Though she was 
from an intellectual background she went to work among adivasi women and men with a view 
of developing them and mingled with them so well that it should be emulated by every 
communist. She used to share the difficulties and grief of her fellow comrades. She had good 
relations with everybody. Whenever she found comrades making mistakes she used to 
criticize them. There was a good mixture of friendly behavior and criticism in her. She loved 
the people and had boundless confidence in them. This reflected in every word she spoke 
and in every activity she took up. She used to become a family member in the houses she 
visited. She used to share in their work and in their joys and sorrows. Hearing the news of her 
death every poor house in Adilabad mourned her death. With her martyrdom oppressed 
people and revolutionary masses lost a humble communist. Her bond with oppressed women 
is also worthy of mention. She studied which social conditions were obstructing women from 
joining revolutionary activities. She insisted that special attention should be given to bring 
women into the movement and developing them. In all the places she worked she used to go 
to each and every house to organize women. She fought tirelessly against various patriarchal 
trends in the party. Eliminating patriarchy in party and in society was one of her lofty aims. 
She will always inspire the revolutionary fighters and masses and shine like a red star. 
Especially for those women oppressed by feudalism and imperialism, her life, struggle and 
martyrdom would be a source of moral strength. Come let us once more pay our humble 
homage to Lalitha and Comrades Swarna and Kamala who were martyred along with her. 
  
Comrade Durgam Poshakka 
Martyrdom : 14-05-2003 

 
 Com. Poshakka was born in a poor weaver family in Buyyaram village in 
Nennela mandal of Adilabad. She used to work as a agricultural labourer 
and collect forest produce. Her life was full of difficuties. Due to 
malnutritution and lack of medical care when she fell sick, Poshakka was 
frail and weak. At the age of 12, she was married to her relative Santhosh 
of Kushnapalli village. Her in-laws were poor too and she went through 
difficult times there also. Their village was situated in the movement area 
and so they were influenced by revolutionary politics. Their contacts and 
bond with the local squad increased day by day. Com. Santhosh worked 
actively in the Sangam and the family cooperated with the squad. So 
Poshakka also participated in the people's struggles in their village. As 

Santhosh was a Sangam leader, they had to face the repression of the state, their house was 
raided and property destroyed. Santhosh was arrested and sent to jail but Poshakka was not 
deterred. Her class hatred increased. Even after her husband was released, the police 
harassment only increased. The couple decided that it is better to die in the party for the 
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people than dying in repression. Santhosh joined as a full timer in the party in 1998. 
Poshakka had a baby and so she had to stay at home for some days.  
 
She used to have lively contacts with the party. She helped the squad in its works. She 
worked in the women's organization and as soon as her baby stopped suckling she left it at 
home and joined the squad. She changed her name to Kamala and became a guerilla. She 
withstood the diffuculties in a squad life and the repression on it. She learnt to read and write. 
She won the affection of the people and the squad members. She did not have any liberalism 
and criticized her husband too, thus correcting him. She was equally open in correcting her 
own mistakes too. She developed herself by attending political classes and military training 
camps. She worked in the Chennur, Sirpur and Indravelli squads and was working as Com. 
Lalithakka's guard at the time of her martyrdom. She died in Kondengala Loddi along with 
comrades Lalitha and Swarna fighting the enemy.  
 
Comrade Rajeswari 
Martyrdom : 14-05-2003 
 

 Com. Rajeswari was born in a poor family in Tekumatla village of Jaipur 
mandal in Adilabad dt. This falls under the Chennur area. She studied till 
10th standard. She was attracted towards the movement during her 
student days. She wanted to become a revolutionary and work for the 
transformation of the society. Some persons from her village were recruited 
into the party as full timers but could not sustain in the severe repressive 
conditions and had left the party. In such a period, Com. Rajeswari chose 
to join the party which shows how committed she was towards the people. 
Within a few months of her joining the party she was martyred along with 

Com. Lalitha in the Kondengalaloddi encounter on 14-05-2003. 
 
Comrade Sandhya 
Martyrdom : 23-05-2003 
 
Comrade Santhi 
Martyrdom : ..-06-2003 
 
Santhi was martyred while fiercely resisting the enemy in an encounter in Chintalamudipi 
forest of Prakasam district. Comrades used to say that the name Santhi a (meaning peace) 
suited her well as she had a soft nature and a serene face. But anybody who had seen her 
fight like a tigress in her last battle would name her differently. But the fierceness was 
definitely born out of a desire for a peaceful world. 
 
Santhi was named Malathi by her parents. She was born in Udangadda near Kattedan 
industrial area in Hyderabad. They were a poor family and she was the first daughter. So, 
naturally she had to work along with her parents for maintaining the family. She worked in the 
plastic industry as a worker. 
 
Com. Naresh was a cental organizer of the People's War party under the twin  cities' 
organization. He was given the responsibility of organizing workers in Kattedan area. He had 
taken a room in the area and it was besides the house of Malathi. She came into contact with 
the party through him and had imbibed the party politics quickly enough. She decided to 
become a whole timer in 1992 and both of them were in love too. They married after she 
became a whole timer. But in the severe repressive conditions prevailing in twin cities in those 
days many organizers were caught and killed in fake encounters. Com. Naresh was caught 
with another comrade and was killed in a fake encounter within two months of their marriage. 
It was a big blow for Malathi. She had lost her beloved and was new to the party too. But due 
to her firm commitment to her partner and the politics both of them believed in, she withstood 
this tragedy with exemplary courage.  
 
She was shifted to work in Nallamala forests in 1992 and she happily went to work in the 
squads. As a comrade from a working class family and as a worker herself, Santhi displayed 
this unflinching commitment towards work in all the phases of her life. She never said 'no' to 
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any work given by the party and tried to fulfill them as much as she can. She always had the 
interests of the people at her heart. 
 
She worked more than a decade in the Nallamala forest movement and had created a niche 
for herself in the hearts of the people. She was one of the organizers of the struggle against 
the begar work done by the washer men and women for the land lords. The struggle liberated 
them from this drudgery. She strived hard to mobilize women and men into land struggles in 
the backward villages of Prakasam and Kurnool districts. Thus she worked to increase the 
revolutionary consciousness of the people. 
 
She participated actively in punishing the bad gentry Sangi Reddy who was plotting against 
the people's struggles and in punishing informers. She participated in the raids on Sunnipenta 
and Srisailam police stations. 
 
She became an AC member in 2000. She was given responsibilities as the commander of the 
Mahila team and she strived to organize women into VMS. Later the team was annulled and 
she worked as part of Tiger Project squad. She used to go to villages taking another woman 
comrade with her and thus organized the women. She built up VMS units and played a crucial 
role in exposing the sham reforms and reformist organizations formed by the government. In 
her long revolutionary career, Santhi had worked patiently for her ideals by going through 
many ups and downs in the movement and also her personal life. In Nallamala she married a 
comrade she loved and they were happy together for some years. But he was patriarchal in 
his attitude towards women and had harassed her. Later he even committed moral mistakes 
and finally left the movement too. She fought all these patriarchal trends in him and tried to 
change him. All his had agonized her mentally but she never let it affect her work and tried to 
carry on her work well. She just went along fulfilling her responsibilities selflessly. In the last 
battle, she was down with fever but she advanced to the forefront in order to protect the 
leadership. Such a gem of a person was Com. Santhi! We can pay homage to her only by 
imbibing these golden qualities with which she had given the glow to the movement in 
Nallamala. It was comrades like Santhi who had patiently scaled the hills, crossed the rivers 
and walked the rocky, thorny terrain of Nallamala silently and built up the movement for over 
a decade and had raised it to the heights it reached. Let us bow our heads and pay red 
homage to Santhi. 
 
Comrade Uma (Hemima) 
Martyrdom : ..-06-2003 
 
Four comrades were martyred in Chintalamudipi forest in an encounter with the AP police and 
Com. Uma was the youngest comrade among them. She was in sentry duty at that time and 
she died after alerting the squad thus saving their lives.  
 
Hemima was born in Chinna Ganjam village in Prakasam district in a poor family. Though 
they were poor, her parents had sent her to school. She was a clever child and studied till 8th 
standard. In 2002, she came to meet her uncle who was working in the party and for the first 
time she saw how the guerillas lived and worked. He worked in the Nallamala forests. She 
was immensely impressed by what she saw and chose to stay back. She almost looked like a 
child and had the innocence and the purity of a child too. Her eagerness to learn about the 
revolution and her sincerity and integrity impressed everybody even in that first visit. She was 
more mature than her 18 years of age. 
 
She was a weak child but she tried to do all the military items well. She could grasp quickly 
and learnt anything within no time. The party suggested that she continue her studies so that 
she can work in the urban areas. But she liked to be guerilla and continued in the squad. 
There was a firing on the squad within a few days of her joining the squad but she faced the 
situation bravely and never was any hesitation seen in her. 
 
It is really very sad and tragic to have lost Uma within nine months of her joining the squad. 
She had big dreams and wanted to develop in the revolutionary movement into a guerilla 
leader. Ironically her uncle later became a renegade and had caused enormous damage to 
the movement. What a difference between our beloved young and sincere Uma and that 
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betrayer! It is to Uma that homage is paid and renegades like her uncle are thrown into the 
dust bin of history. 
 
Comrade Krupa (Sarada) 
Martyrdom : ..-06-2003 
 

 In June 2003 there was an encounter in Guttalachenu in the Prakasam 
district of AP. Comrades wanted take revenge for this and arranged for an 
ambush near Vegalaguntha. Com. Sarada came forward enthusiastically 
to participate in it. She was a member of the protection platoon. But these 
comrades were caught in the counter ambush of the enemy and Com. 
Sarada was caught by the police, tortured brutally and killed. There were 
such brutal injury marks on her body that the people who saw her body 
were extremely moved. It wrenched their heart that a cheerful, young 
comrade should be tortured so to death. She was a red carnation of the 

struggle village Vempenta who became a bright red star in the sky.  
 
Com. Krupa was born in Vempenta village of Pamulapadu mandal in Kurnool district. Her 
mother played a prominent role in the Viplava Mahila Sangham (VMS) in the village. When 
Krupa was young and innocent she used to oppose her mothers’ politics.  
Krupa was married off at a young age. Her husband doubted her character and used to beat 
her. She was fed up with him. And then the the massacre of dalits by landlords in Vempenta 
which shook the whole state took place and Krupa could not remain immune to the plight of 
the people. The revolutionary party showed her the way. Krupa wanted to take revenge on 
landlords like Budda Vengala Reddy and she joined the army as a whole timer in the 
beginning of 2001. Her mother is such a model of a revolutionary sympathizer that she not 
only converted her daughter to revolutionary politics but also believing the slogan ‘from each 
home a soldier for PLGA’ she got recruited her into the army personally. Later she worked in 
the protection squad according to the decision of the party happily.  
 
Sarada was a hard working girl. How much ever she may work she never thought ‘oh, I am 
very tired’ or that ‘I want to take rest’. She had enormous interest, eagerness and interest in 
learning new things. She realized that not having basic education would hamper her 
development and so whenever she had time she used to take a pen and paper and practice 
to read and write. She learnt to read and write very fast. After she learnt to read she always 
had the songs book with her. She used to stimulate conrades with her songs singing in a 
melodious voice. She was always cheerful with a smile and ready laughter. Even when she 
was ill she used to say ‘only a hard working person can be called a communist’ and rush for 
the task. She mingled with the comrades and people very well. She left an indelible mark on 
all the comrades with her personality. Her good qualities serve as a model to all of us.  
 
Comrade Kavitha (Rajitha)  
Martyrdom : 15-07-2003 
 
Com. Kavitha was born in a poor family in Odela village in the Manthani mandal of 
Karimnagar district. This is a struggle village which was steeled in class struggle, land 
struggles and on fight against enemy repression. This was one of the villages which paved 
the way for the march of PLGA. Kavitha studied till 5th standard. She was attracted to the 
revolutionary politics and wanted to join the army at the young age of 14. Since she was too 
young she was asked to work in the village sangam.  
 
In the sangam she organized women and helped the squad in many ways for about 2 years. 
Then in 2002 June she was recruited to the army. In the squad, she was always in the 
forefront in collective works, walking long distances, carrying weights and in working amindst 
repression. She won the love of her colleagues. At a very young age she dedicated her life to 
the revolution and the people. One woman from her village surrendered before the enemy 
and another woman comrade was martyred. But these things did not deter Com. Kavitha who 
continued in the people’s war with renewed determination. Com.Kavitha was martyred in an 
encounter with the police near Theegalavagu of the Pedda Thoondla forest of Tadicharla 
mandal. Her martyrdom and revolutionary life is a model for all of us. Her family voluntarily 
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sent her into the movement and deserves high praise for its commitment. Our lal salaam to 
the family and red salutes to Com.Kavitha.  
 
Comrade Padma (Vanaja)  
Martyrdom : 15-07-2003 
 
Com. Padma was martyred in an encounter with the police on July 15, 2003. She was born in 
a poor family in the village Patha Rudraram of Tadicharla mandal of Karimnagar district. She 
was youngest among four sisters. She studied till 5th standard. She was naturally influenced 
by the revolutionary activities in her village. Though two comrades from her village were 
martyred she was not afraid. Instead she drew inspiration from them and came into contact 
with the party. Since she was from a poor family she had to go to work in the fields and was a 
very hard worker. She used to meet the squad and learn revolutionary politics in the course. 
Her detemination and influence of the politics hastened her entry into the army. Her family 
came to know of her acquaintance with the squad and wanted to marry her off. Two times the 
squad sent for her but she could not come as she could not oppose her parents. 
  
But on May 23, 2003 on the day of her marriage she felt that she cannot become a house 
wife inside four walls and enter a hell. She realized that the permanent solution for women’s 
problems lay in class struggle. Even though the squad was not in the village she left her home 
with the help of the village Sangam and entered the revolutionary movement. She hid herself 
for 15 days and contacted the squad on June 10, 2003. From that day she worked as a 
member of the Manthani squad. While the squad was in the area organizing the people there 
was an encounter with the police near Theegalavagu of the Pedda Thoondla forest of 
Tadicharla mandal. Com. Padma was martyred in this encounter. Though it is only a month 
since she joined the squad, her dreams, her determination and sacrifice are of the highest 
level. Her sacrifice is higher than the Himalayas. Let us pay red homage in her memory.  
 
Comrade Nagamani 
Martyrdom : 24-07-2003 
  

 Com. Nagamani was martyred in an encounter with the greyhounds at 
Guttalachenu of Prakasam district on July 24, 2003. She was born in the 
village Uyyandana in Guntur district. She was the second child out of 
four siblings. She used to go to work even from childhood. Since she 
was from a revolutionary sympathizers’ family, her home was an abode 
for many revolutionaries. All the children grew up basking in the love of 
legendary revolutionary leaders like Com. Suryam sir. Nagamani was 
influenced by these exemplary revolutionaries. When she was at home 
she organized women in the anti liquor struggle and was in the forefront 
in beating the notorious liquor traders.  
  
Later she decided to become a professional revolutionary and joined the 
Bellamkonda squad. Later she was sent to West Godavari district and 
served as a squad member for two years there. She married a comrade 

of her choice and both of them started working in Nallamala division. She worked in Kadapa 
district as a woman organizations organizer. In Anantapur district, she worked as a member 
of a three member women’s team under the Papaghni squad area and developed the 
women’s movement by organizing them into struggles.  
  
When a landlord was annihilated in Anantapur district, the squad was amazed by the class 
hatred displayed by Nagamani. She was physically weak and had health problems. So some 
comrades used to think that she may not be able to do much. But she proved them wrong 
with her practice. She participated in all tasks actively. She was promoted to an AC. Then she 
came to the Palavanka area. 
 She participated in the Srisailam-Sunnipenta raids. She voluntarily proposed to be a 
part of Erragondapalem raid and participated in it. She was always eager to have her name in 
the forefront in any raid. In the Palavanka area she mingled with the Chenchu adivasis and 
organized them. One day when the squad was taking shelter near Guttalachenu, about a 
hundred greyhound police surrounded them and started firing. Com.Nagamani fought with the 
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enemy bravely and in that battle laid down her precious life for the New Democratic 
Revolution.  
  
Nagamani’s younger brother Com.Jeevan also joined the party. He was an excellent model 
comrade and both the brother and sister were extremely fond of each other. Whenever they 
had the opportunity to meet as part of work they used to be happy and encouraged each 
other. Their whole family is with the revolutionary movement. Com. Jeevan was caught by the 
police when he went out of the forest for appointments and was tortured brutally to death. 
Com. Nagamani was shattered but she vowed to take forward the lofty aims of the great 
martyr who protected the party with his life and true to her vow she also laid down her life. 
She gave moral support to her parents in overcoming this tragedy and inspired them once 
again with her commitment. The parents of these selfless martyrs are working in the ‘Martyrs 
friends and relatives committee’. Their parents had been harassed many times and were 
threatened to be killed but in the tradition of many martyr comarades including their own 
children they are continuing to work against the cruel state which is killing such young, 
comrades like their children in cold blood. Such is the sacrifice and commitment of this 
revolutionary family that it inspired a woman writer to write a novel about the family in which 
Nagamani’s life and martyrdom is also portrayed. 
 
Comrade Karthino 
Martyrdom :..-09-2003 
 
Com. Karthino (16) was born in Jangudi village of Gajapathi dt, Basadhara division. This 
village is near Mandrabaju. She was born in the family of the tribal chief of the Kuvis. Her 
parents doted on her. 
 
When the squad went to their village, she went to meet the guerillas with women's 
organization activists. She used to take good care of them by providing them with food. She 
used to sing Kuvi revolutionary songs in her village. The struggle in Mandrabaju inspired her a 
lot. She was attracted by the peasant struggles in her village too. So she decided to work as a 
full timer and joined the squad in August 2003 as Padma. She mingled well with the 
comrades and people.  
 
After she joined the squad there was severe repression on the movement. As part of the BJP-
BJD government's conspiratorial repressive measures, a land lord organization called Santi 
Sena was formed. This Santi Sena colluded with the CRPF and OSAP police and beat the 
mass organization activists and sympathizers, arrested them, fined them, destroyed their 
properties and houses and created an atmosphere of terror in the division. They wanted to 
wipe out the party and squads and carried on this terror. So the squad planned to retreat to a 
safer area and was crossing a river. Padma was undeterred in spite of the difficult situation 
and went along with the squad. But she was carried away by the current while crossong and 
died. 
 
The revolutionary movement lost a young spirited activist with a lot of promise in this tragic 
way. Her enthusiasm will always remain a source of inspiration to the younger generation.  
 
Comrade Sanyasamma (Kumari) 
Martyrdom : 20-10-2003 
 
Sanyasamma (20) was born in a Bagatha family in Syamagadda village of Gudem mandal of 
Visakha dt. She had an younger sister and two younger brothers. Her mother died when she 
was young. Since his father did not take up much responsibility of the family, the burden of 
maintaining the family fell on young Sanyasamma. All adivasi women are very hard workers. 
She worked even harder due to this responsibility. She worked as a labourer in coffee 
plantations and in fields and looked after her siblings. 
 
She came into contact with the Korukonda squad in 2000. She was influenced by the politics 
taught to her by the commander Com. Vijay who was later martyred in the Motu raid. 
Gradually she began participating in the activities guided by the squad. She was active in the 
anti-bauxite movement in Korukonda area. She participated in many agitations and 
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propaganda activities as part of this agitation. She worked in the women's organization. She 
also took JNM training. Thus in spite of family burden she took up social responsibilities too. 
Feudal ideology is prevalent in the Bagatha tribe. So control over women was also naturally 
present. So before coming into activities, Sanyasamma had to fight against this ideology first. 
In her village the authority of the tribal chiefs was dominant. They were against the party. So 
coming closer to the party meant direct confrontation with them. And she confronted them.  
 
There are five streets in that village. Only her street was close to the party. All the other four 
opposed it. That was why there were no sangams in that village since a long time. These 
facts show how firm she had been in being with the party. They tried to marry her off to stop 
her activities. But she resisted such attempts.  
She increased her committment and joined the squad in 2001 as Kumari. She worked for 
some time in Korukonda and then in Galikonda squads. Later she was transferred to the 
newly formed Konalova squad. 
 
She played an active role in all the struggles in this period. When Com.Vijay was martyred, 
she played an active role in building his memorial column and conducting the meeting. 
She had good initiative in mingling with the people and bonding with them. That is why the 
party sent her to Konalova which is considered a difficult area. She agreed to go without any 
hesitation. Relations with people were less and repression was severe. So some comrades 
used to hesitate to go there. She never expressed any distress after going there. She owned 
that area and tried to transform it as much as she can. She tried to have good public relations. 
She had the potential to develop as a good organizer. She faced repression bravely. 
She was sincere and serious in fulfilling responsibilities. She whole heartedly took up any 
work given to her. She was always smiling and never got angry. She frankly spoke about the 
things she did not like. She concentrated on her development and learnt to read and write 
with determination. With her inspiration, her sister also joined the squad. At first Kumari 
opposed her decision. She was sad that there would be nobody to look after her younger 
brothers. But she later understood this matter in a political manner and was very affectionate 
with her sister. 
 
She got party membership in 2002. The DVC thought that if she takes up the responsibility of 
AVMS as its divisional EC member, it would help in building the women's movement. 
She was very brave and had initiative in military field too. On the occassion of PGA day in 
2001, she participated in all the attacks. A Coffee laboratory was blasted on this occassion. 
She participated in the ambush between Polavaram and Bandamamilla in June 2003 
conducted as part of the plan to stop the combing operations. Three CRPF jawans died there. 
An LMG, SLR and a .303 rifle were seized. She participated actively in the military camp in 
2003. The leadership was happy and hopeful that she had the potential to become a good 
instructor as she did all the items so well. 
 
She was in the protection during the Striking Force military camp in 2003. As part of it she sat 
in an ambush site. A comrade was cleaning the weapon and it went off. Kumari was hit in the 
head and she died due to the severe injury. This happened on October 20, 2003. 
All the people who were there were filled with inconsolable grief. They bid her farewell with 
revolutionary honors in the nearby Mandapalli village and pledged to carry forward her aims.  
 
The whole striking force camp was stunned into silence as they could not believe that the 
smile which lit the camp was no more.  It is a serious loss to the women's movement too as 
she was to be shifted to that work after the camp. Let us imbibe her revolutionary qualities 
and carry forward the revolution to its victory. 
 
Comrade Suguna  
Martyrdom : 23-10-2003 
 
Com. Suguna was caught along with Com.Koumudi (her partner) in Vishakapatnam by the 
police when she went out of the forest to get treatment. They were tortured brutally and killed 
in cold blood. Their bodies were thrown near Bommarajupalli Kanuma along the Vinukonda-
Karampudi highway on October 23, 2003 and the enemy spinned the same old stale ‘story’ of 
enounter. 
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Com. Latha whose life was entwined with the revolutionary movement was a red wave in our 
movement, a bright red star which shines brilliantly on the crimson sky. Her revolutionaty life 
is full of inspiring aspects. She was an extraordinary comrade who moulded her life realizing 

how important it was for women to be participants in the revolution. 
There were many unique and exceptional characteristics in her. She 
will be remembered forever as the first woman commander in the 
erstwhile CPI (ML) (People’s War). Her life is a shining model for the 
whole party and especially the women comrades. 
 
Com. Latha was born as ‘Suguna’ in the Gadwal town of 
Mahboobnagar district in 1960. Her parents Rami Reddy and 
Vedamma had links with the Communist Party. So she grew up under 
the influence of Communist politics. She became a graduate and 
joined in a law college in Raichur. She then decided to become a 

professional in 1983. She had always had a great influence on her siblings and moulded them 
in revolutionary politics. From the beginning Com. Suguna courageously tried to implement in 
practice whatever ideology she believed in. On one side she fought with the enemy carrying a 
gun on her shoulders for more than two decades. On the other hand she fought relentlessly 
with the patriarchal ideology inside the party. Her life is itself a testimony to the women’s 
movement. 
 
When Com. Latha started working as a PR there was almost no women’s organization under 
the party in AP. She tried to form women’s organizations along with three more women 
comrades recruited along with her. She formed the first women’s organization of the 
Mahboobnagar district. She worked legally and semi legally and organized woman into 
struggles and consolidated them widely. She married Com. Sudarshan whom she loved 
dearly. During the undeclared war period in 1985 she was in the den work for some days 
according to party instructions. But she was one of the first women pioneers who argued that 
it is not correct for women to be only in den work and that they should be given work of 
organizing in plains and forest areas. Thus she laid the foundations for the participation of 
women in squads by standing as a live example. 
 
There were no squads in those days. There were only one plus two squads. And there were 
no women in them. Though she led a secure life as a upper middle class woman she entered 
the tough life of a forest guerilla as ‘Aruna’ happily. She was the one who argued that women 
ought to wear pants and shirts in the squads and the one to implement it first. Till then women 
were wearing saris in order to integrate with the people. She never looked back since then. 
She had faced all phases of repression in her long revolutionary life. The martyrdom of her 
comrades, arrests, separation and what not? She faced all of these with unmatched bravery 
and moved forward with sheer determination and developed herself to higher levels.  
 
In her first days in the squad she had vomitted blood while climbing mountains and her health 
deteriorated due to malaria but she bore everything with patience and moulded her body 
according to the circumstances. She used to exercise regularly and followed health regimen 
strictly. That’s why it was difficult to believe that she was 43 years old, due to her bubbling 
enthusiasm and healthy, young looks. She mingled with the people without any inhibitions. 
The Chenchu adivasis of the hamlets where she worked years ago still ask our comrades 
‘how’s Arunakka’ which shows the depths which she had touched in their hearts. She became 
one among them by playing with their children, kissing them. She sang and danced with 
them, gave them medicines and became like a member of their family. Thus she walked 
those hamlets and ignited the fire of struggles among them. From 1989 she worked as an 
organizer (CO) in that area and led them into many struggles. The anti arrack struggle, the 
first under her leadership had a huge impact in the area. She used to hold meetings with the 
villagers and discuss vehemently against the oppression of Chenchu women with them. 
Some women got recuited into the army influenced by her teachings.  
 
She was in the forefront in punishing the landlords Krishna Reddy and Ram Reddy who had 
murdered a forest watcher in Chennampalli. She was part of the action team which 
annihilated the ex MLA and landlord Rangadas. She argued that women are not inferior to 
men in military matters and she proved it by participating and leading many an action. In 1989 
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her beloved comrade with whom she shared so much of love, affection and respect died in 
front of her eyes by drowning in an attempt to save another comrade. In spite of the great 
shock and unending grief she bravely faced this tragedy and shouldered his responsibilities 
and became the first woman commander of the party.  
 
She continued as a commander in Mahboobnagar till the end of 1990. Then she worked 
outside due to ill health for some days. Then she was transferred to Medak district. Within a 
short period she understood the conditions there and became the commander of Indupriyal 
squad in 1993. She carved a niche in the hearts of people as Radhakka. Even today people 
recite many anectodes about Radhakka. She was a great inspiration to hordes of women 
comrades. She bravely faced the problems in that life and she also had to fight politically and 
ideologically against the bureaucracy and fractionalism in the district committee without 
compromise. She won the confidence of the cadres and was elected to the district committee 
in 1996. She was transferred to Guntur district in 2000. She worked hard and contributed in 
developing the Guntur movement to a higher level. She was a delegate to the state plenum of 
1994, South Telangana Regional plenum in 1995, state conference in 2000 and the state 
plenum in 2003. She consciously participated in all the political discussions and contributed 
for the development of the movement and also in fighting patriarchy.  
 
She participated in many ambushes and famine raids. She led the successful Bandlamotu 
ambush in 2002 where ten policemen were killed.  
 
Com.Latha was very interested in literature and cultural activities. She had a melodious voice 
and some songs could be rendered so beautifully only by her. She studied the lives of 
Chenchu and Lambadi women and wrote articles on them. She wrote the History of RSU 
activities in Guntur by meticulously collecting the reports. She wrote many poems and stories. 
She was to write her experiences for the sake of women comrades but she was martyred 
before she could do this and it is our loss that we could not get her experiences in a first hand 
account. She had once written a report of how she had fought the patriarchal trends in the 
party which was extremely useful to the leadership in identifying it and fighting it. She was 
participant of the first ever special meeting of women comrades in the party in1989 and the 
Central level special meeting of women comrades in 1994. Her insight and in depth 
arguments helped the party in formulating the policies regarding women work and women 
comrades in the party along with all the other participants. 
 
She had faced many ups and downs in her personal life too. But she overcame all of them 
and stood steadfast. She was making great strides in her political life when the cruel enemy 
caught hold of our most beloved senior woman comrade and murdered her in cold blood. It is 
a great loss to the Guntur movement but it is a greater loss to the party as a whole to lose 
such a senior woman comrade who has steeled herself in the flames of class struggle by 
declassifying as a proletarian leader. It is a great loss to the women’s movement too as it had 
lost one of its best champions and a model to women comrades.  
 
The enemy tortured her but could not extract anything from her. The people did not buy the 
encounter stories of the enemy and condemned these brutal murders. Thousands thronged to 
her funeral procession and payed rich tributes to her. The wide range of the kinds of people 
who attended the funeral is a testimony to the impact she had created on the various classes 
and sections of people. Thus she was a true leader of all the classes which participate in the 
NDR. They vowed that they will take revenge on the enemy who killed their beloved leader.  
Let us imbibe her determination and all the great revolutionary characters in her and strive to 
make her dreams come true. Friends of Com. Suguna had published book on her with 
writings on her and have opened a library in her name in Gadwal in her remembrance.  
 
Comrade Sudha (Sadhya) 
Martyrdom : 24-10-2003 
 
Com. Sandhya was born in Santhapeta in Nellore town in a middle class family. She finished 
her diploma in electronics from the women’s technical college. Since she belonged to a 
revolutionary sympathizers' family she used to go to meetings and rallies and she also 
campaigned with the women’s organization. She became a professional revolutionary in 1997 
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and worked as a squad member for six months in Chandravanka squad in Guntur district. She 
mingled well with the people and tried hard to adjust to the tough conditions in the squad life 
in an ideal way. She was the team leader of the women’s team from Chandravanka Squad 
area which went to attend the International women’s day meetings and rally in Anantapur. 

 
The party decided to allot her to work among students. Though she was reluctant 
to go away from the village people with whom she had developed a bond she 
agreed to go as per the party’s decision and joined in inter in a college in Guntur. 
In that field also she worked actively and led the students into struggles.  
 
She was in the forefront in putting up posters and voices (big character posters) 

on women’s issues regularly and thus raised the consciouness of the women students. Then 
she faced serious health problems and so had to confine herself to den work. She always 
longed to be with the people and believed that it would cure her.  
 So she steeled her determination to face any kind of health problem by being with the 
people and joined the Palavanka squad in May 2003.   
  
With her looks comrades doubted if she could mingle with the Chenchu adivasis. But she was 
very good at that and mingled with them without any hesitations. She used to embrace the 
children in rags with affection and taught them politics while combing their tangled hair. She 
made them play games like Kho-Kho and one bone two dogs and made them sing and 
dance. Just after one meeting the people said they would bring their children only if she was 
there which says much about her affection for them. 
 
Just two days before her martyrdom she was suffering from severe head ache. Some 
comrades were going to the ambush ‘site’. Sandhya also wanted to go. They misled her 
jokingly that they were going to kill the forest guard who was harassing the people. She said 
‘Oh, so only you can kill? I can too’. ‘No, sandhya, it will be a technical problem for you when 
you go out of the forest’. But she just smiled and said, ‘Oh, the enemy can’t do anything’. She 
was all ready to go. This showed the class hatred she had which was just the other side of the 
coin of her love for the people. Comrades felt her ill health could not stop her from achieving 
her goals. 
 
On October 24th, 2003 when they were proceeding for the ambush site Sandhya and another 
comrade were asked to go to sentry. Just then Sandhya had finished doing her sentry duty at 
the camp. But still she never uttered a word and readied herself to go the sentry duty. She 
always felt it was her duty to follow the instructions of the leadership. The comrade with her 
told she did not know how to talk in a walkie. Sandhya smiled and said she also did not know 
but would learn if taught. Then she was given the walkie and they went to the post. Within two 
minutes the enemy fired keeping the weapons in auto position. Sandhya was killed instantly 
on the spot in this enemy firing. Thus she gave her precious life for the just cause of the 
people.  
 
After her martyrdom when comrades went to the hamlets of Chenchus the children always 
asked about her and remembered how she played with them. Such was the place she carved 
in their hearts.  
 
Comrade Alivelu (Padma) 
Martyrdom : 30-10-2003 
 
Com. Padma was in a shelter in Pathakota village in Nandikotkur mandal of Kurnool district 
and taking treatment. An informer had tipped off the police and they arrested her. After 
brutally torturing her, she was killed in cold blood and the enemy put her body at Pandirigutta 
on the borders of the village Narlapur in Mahboobnagar district. As always the enemy spinned 
the ‘encounter’ story and to make it look ‘real’ they put her in a military uniform and put a 
country gun beside her.  
 
Com. Alivelu was born in a middle peasant family in Rachur village of Veldanda mandal of 
Mahboobnagar district. She belonged to the Kuruma caste. She was the fifth child among six 
siblings. According to feudal traditions she was married to a peasant in Ajilapuram village. Her 
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husband was working in the revolutionary peasant organization and was active in the anti 
feudal struggle raging in the village. She was also influenced by these struggles. Two years 
after marriage he joined the squad as a professional. Alivelu remained in the village for two 
and half years and had to face a lot of police repression along with the village people. She 
decided it would be better to work with her husband in the party than being in the village and 
put the proposal before the party in June 1999. The party accepted her proposal and joined 
her as a squad member in the same area squad. Though she faced some gynic problems she 
tried to steel herself in the tough squad life. In 2003, she worked in the Nallamala and 
Kalwakurthy squads till end October. In spite of illness and political backwardness she never 
left the movement. Finally she decided that it would be difficult for her to continue in the squad 
life. So the party asked her to stay clandestinely in a shelter and work. She accepted and 
went there. Though she had problems in continuing in the squad she tried her best. When she 
had problems with her husband she tried to solve them with the help of the party. Though 
enemy tried many times to get her surrendered she continued in the revolutionary movement 
withot bowing to the pressure. 
 
Though Com. Padma did not understand the politics of NDR fully she realized that the party 
worked for the poor people and continued in that path. Till her last breath she wished to serve 
the people and did not leave the path. The fascist Chandrababu government killed her in cold 
blood after torturing her.  
 
Let us vow to organize many more people in the path blazened with the blood of martyrs like 
Alivelu. 
  
Comrade Morri Lakshmi (Swarupa) 
Martyrdom :15-11-2003 

 
 Area committee secretary Com. Swarupa was arrested on November 
15 along with Com. Manasa and shot dead after severe torture by the 
cruel AP police.  
 
Swarupa was born in a poor family in the village Bhimnagar of 
Kammarpalli mandal in Nizamabad district. Her village was a cradle of 
peasant struggles. Her family was one of the revolutionary families of 
the village. She could not go to school due to poverty. In a society where 

it was thought to be inauspicious if a girl ploughed the land she collected the harvest by 
ploughing the land. The village superstitious minds were dazzled by her feat. She grazed the 
cattle too. Once she entered the fields nobody could beat her in work. But she observed that 
in spite of doing such hard work peasants were not getting good price for their product. She 
observed how the peasants were exploited. She hated the society which discriminated 
against her in spite of working as an equal to the men. She was infuriated by the double 
standards in the society which discriminated her as the second sex and supported male 
chauvinism. She decided to walk the path of struggle. 
 
She realized that people can never get justice as long as the system perpetuating inequalities 
was not destroyed. She stepped forward to build a socialist society in place of the present one 
by completely destroying it. She joined the Bhimgal guerilla squad in 1994. Her eyes glared 
and she was very tall. Her looks were enough strike terror in the enemy’s heart. Even during 
actions she was as terrifying. She used to attack like lightning and disappear along with her 
squad. She joined the Banswada squad in 1995. She became the commader of the women’s 
squad in 1998 and worked in the Kamareddy area. She became the commander of the 
Machareddy squad in 1998. She was promoted as the area committee secretary in 2001. She 
worked as a section commader of 9th platoon and then was deployed as the ACS of 
Kamareddy area.  
 
She was trained in a military camp in 1996 where she did all items equally with men 
comrades by utilizing all her energy. In the military camp of West sub command she did more 
than 5,000 pull ups with the SLR she carried and stood second in the camp. Before that in the 
Nizamabad district military camp held in 1997 she trained the guerillas as a military instructor. 
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Within a few days after she joined the squad there was an attack on the Banswada squad by 
the police. But she fired without any fear or hesitation and got away. In 1997 in Sirnapalli, in 
Isaipet, in the counter ambush to Pratighatana ambush in 2001, near Turthi of Chandurthi 
mandal and near Manala in 2003 she bravely fought with the enemy and saved her squad. 
She was in the assault party in the Vellutla ambush and in the raid on Papannapet Police 
station and played a crucial role in bringing enemy weapons after annihilating them.  
 
When her own brother turned a covert and tried to harm the revolutionary movement she 
believed there was no place for sentiments and shot him dead with her own hands. When her 
life partner Hari Bhushan left the movement and joined hands with the enemy she left him. 
She was the beloved leader of the people who steeled herself  building people’s movements 
and led the revolutionary war in very trying circumstances without fail.   
 
Tipped off by an informer the police caught Com. Swarupa and Com. Manasa on November 
15th, 2003 and killed them after brutally torturing them. She was a steeled comrade in class 
war. Her martyrdom continues to burn like a torch in the hearts of the people. The exploiting 
classes are bound to be burnt to death in those flames.  
 
Comrade Lakshmi (Manasa) 
Martyrdom : 15-11-2003 
 

 On November 15, 2003 Com. Manasa was arrested along with 
Com.Swarupa and killed in a fake encounter after brutal 
torture. She was born in the village Singarayapalli of 
Machareddy mandal of Guntur district. She was the only child 
of her parents and was raised with lots of love by them. But 
they could not send her to school as they were too poor. They 
had a hand to mouth existence. So Manasa used to go for 
work when she was as young as ten years old. She used to do 

all kinds of agricultural works which males did and thus proved that women were in no way 
inferior to men.  
 
In a rural society where patriarchal ideology held sway she wore men’s clothes and rode a 
cycle. Even when some people tried to sarcastically call her a tomboy she never cared and 
went about her tasks. She fearlessly opposed those persons who behaved obscenely with 
women and asked them to behave themselves.  
 
After seeing so much corruption, atrocities, male chauvinism, sexual harassment etc in the 
village, class struggle showed her the solution to get rid of them. Her quality of responding to 
the people’s problems led her to the path of struggle. Thus she was recruited as a 
professional in September 2002. She joined the Kamareddy local guerilla squad. She was like 
a gun aimed at the exploitative society. 
 
She had a friendly nature and mingled very well with the squad comrades and the people and 
was always cheerful by nature. She overcame the many difficulties in a guerilla life and was 
always in the forefront in collective works. She criticized the wrongs in the party without 
mincing words. She tried not to do many mistakes from her side. 
 
She used to follow all the disciplinary rules as a squad member and was always alert about 
the enemy. She tried to keep her comrades alert too about the enemy. She exercised 
regularly and tried to learn guerilla war techniques. Eagerness to learn, straight forwardness 
in her criticisms, cheerful nature, hatred towards the enemy and enormous love towards the 
people – such were the charecteristics of Manasa. Her martyrdom is a irreplacable loss to the 
Kamareddy movement. 
 
Comrade Portheti Penti (Swaroopa) 
Martyrdom : 17-11-2004 
 
Com Swaroopa was a member of the special company of the PLGA formed for executing the 
historic Koraput raid. On November 17, 2003 she died in a police offensive in Batnur village in 
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the hilly tracts of Vishakhapatnam district in Andhra Pradesh. On the basis of information from 
an informer the police launched the attack on the platoon of this company camping near the 
village. Swaroopa was injured in the leg but she continued to fight the Greyhounds valiantly 

for two hours and became a martyr. 
 
Swaroopa was born in a poor peasant family in Karancha village of 
Gadhchiroli district. She had a younger brother and sister. From the early 
1980s Karancha village was one of the strong centers of revolutionary 
activity. She grew up amidst struggle and revolutionary politics. She 
loved the songs and stories of struggle. Active and cheerful, young Penti 
soon joined the Bal Sangam (children’s organization). As she grew up 
she became an active member of the women’s organization Krantikari 

Adivasi Mahila Sanghatan (KAMS). In the year 2000 when the revolutionary party approached 
her she unhesitatingly became a full time activist and got recruited in the PGA. Her close 
friend from the village, Laxmi also got recruited with her. But just one month after both of them 
joined the People’s Guerrilla Army, Laxmi was killed in an encounter with the special police in 
Chamorshi tehsil of Gadhchiroli district. Swaroopa was determined to continue the fight after 
Laxmi’s martyrdom. She became a member of the Platoon-3 in 2001 and remained a 
hardworking and sincere fighter till the very end. 
 
Swaroopa participated in many military actions of the PGA in DK forests. She participated in 
the tactical counter-offensive raid on Bande police station in 2001. She was also a member of 
the ambush team where the convoy of vehicles with district SP Rajvardhan was ambushed. 
She went with the platoon to Sironcha area when work in that area was revived amidst a state 
offensive to prevent the revolutionary movement from reviving in that area. To counter the 
growing and increasingly sophisticated offensive of the state police it was decided to train up 
a striking force. Swaroopa was a member of the team that was trained for this role. To fulfill 
the desperate need of the movement for weapons the raid on Geedam police station was 
planned. Swaroopa was an active participant in this raid.  
 
Coming from a poor family Swaroopa was used to hard work. She retained her willingness to 
work hard in the PGA. She had no education at home but joined the party and became 
literate. Swaroopa was among those brave young fighters who strove to raise the fighting 
level of the PLGA so that the guerrilla army can develop its military capabilities and take on 
the might of the State. Her death is a great loss for the PLGA but she will continue to inspire 
generations to come. 
 
Comrade Gangi (Rajitha) 
Martyrdom : 17-11-2004 
 

Gangi was martyred in an encounter with the enemy on November 17, 
2003. She was just 18 years old when she died.  
She was born in the village Marrigatta in Kalimela area,(Malkangiri district 
of Odisha). She was always very active and enthusiastic from childhood. 
In some tribes the mother's brother had the right to marry the girl. She 
could marry someone else only when he refuses. Rajitha opposed such a 
match when they came to drink toddy to fix the marriage. When they tried 
to marry her off forcefully she escaped from the house and roamed in the 

forest alone. She gradually realized that her individual struggle should be turned into a 
collective struggle of all the oppressed people and joined the squad in June 2002. She liked 
songs, dance and war. She was not shy and did all kinds of works easily with a smile on her 
young face. With her chatter she kept the surroundings lively and cheerful. People felt close 
with Rajitha who was always with a smile on her lips. Her shining eyes used to get wide when 
she listened to new things. She was always ready to be transferred to new areas or other 
fields without hesitation.  
 
She loved to sing and dance and had trained in JNM too. But when she was sent to 
organizational squads she went and worked as happily too. She worked in the Pappulur and 
Potteru squads. Later she went and worked in the special squad. She participated in the 
military camp for women. She always wanted to inflict losses on the enemy side. She 
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participated in the Gampakonda ambush on June 30, 2003 where ten police died. She 
participated in the Chinthagunna firing and retreated with others.   
 
 As part of the preparations for the Koraput raid she was also involved busily in the work. 
They went to Battunur village in Galikonda area of Visakha dt and were drinking the gruel 
people gave to them. The enemy attacked them and she went into position immediately and 
started firing. Along with Com. Swarupa she played a heroic role in stopping the enemy. They 
fought with the enemy bravely and were martyred in that encounter. Rajitha was hit in the 
head and she silently fell down.  
  
Rajitha was recruited from Kalimela area and the Kalimela raid where we attacked the police 
and seized the weapons had a great influence on her. She faced many patriarchal attitudes 
and she vowed to break them with revolutionary politics and gave away her precious life in 
that pursuit. Let us take forward her practice from where she left.  
 
Comrade Kondagorre Bodemma (Kumari) 
Martyrdom : 08-03-2004 
 

Com. Kondagorre Bodemma was born in Ulipirivalasa of Komarada mandal 
of Vizianagaram district. This beloved daughter of the people was born in a 
poor Jatapu family. Her party name was Kumari. But the name with which her 
comrades called her was ‘laughter vehicle’. Comrades used to tease her that 
if she stopped laughing for five minutes the revolution would be at the 
doorstep. But it was impossible for her to stop laughing. She was like a 
personification of laughter and was always deeply mingling with the people.  

 
Though her parents were poor they sent her to school till 7th standard even while going to 
school. She worked too like all adivasi children. She was active in sports and songs. Her 
village was a struggle village and she used to meet the squad since she was ten years old. 
When the martyr of Kopardeng Com. Padma came to their village as the commander of that 
area Kumari was a small child. But her influence on Kumari was very deep. She brought food 
and water to the guerillas and sang along with them. When she heard of the Koperdeng 
encounter and the martyrdom of 13 comrades including her beloved commander Padma she 
was filled with grief. After that the movement of guerillas near their area became less. But the 
inspiration of martyrs remained intact. 
 
Kumari had heard stories of revolution from her childhood and was eager to become a 
guerilla. But it was only her age which became an obstacle. That was why as soon as she 
was 18, she rushed to the party and jumped into the battle field. It was not possible for 
anybody to stop her. She worked in the Deruwada squad. Though some of her fellow villagers 
who were recruited with her went back and surrendered, she stood firm. Not content with that 
she longed to bring people from her village into the squad.  
 
She became a reliable comrade for the squad within a short period. She was a good speaker 
and had good knowledge of Telugu and Kuvi languages. When the commander spoke in 
Telugu, she translated into Kuvi. During the anti-patriarchy campaign in 2002, she gave 
speeches against polygamy, forced marriages, bride price and such oppressive customs. 
Women thought of her as their friend and told her all their problems. She mingled so well with 
the people. 
 
She was a good singer and artist. In all the villages people asked her to sing. As soon as the 
squad entered any village they used to ask if Kumari was there or not. Such was their 
affection for her. Once, people of a village were frightened to help the squad due to 
repression. Kumari went and convinced them and they came forward happily. The total time 
period she worked in the party was just one and half years. But the mark she had made was 
indelible, unforgettable. Even in some places where the conditons were not conducive for the 
squad, if Kumari went, the squad could be assured of getting food. To whichever village the 
squad went the first person whom the people talked to was Kumari. Especially the women 
looked after her very well. Though she was younger to them they used to share all their 
problems with her. They used to look up to her for solutions. That was why her comrades 
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used to say that the party had appointed a commander but the people had appointed her as 
their commander. 
 
Because of her great initiative the party sent her as part of the squad which was to develop 
contacts in the Koraput forest area as part of the preparations for the Koraput raid. She 
fulfilled the aim of the party 100 percent by mingling with the people and developing contacts. 
The mountains were very high but she never tired. Within a short time she carved a niche in 
the hearts of the people there. 
 
During the raid she fulfilled the responsibility the party had given her. She was part of the 
squad which was to look after a comrade injured in that raid. She along with others had 
looked after the comrade well and helped him in recovering. They happily bid him farewell 
while sending him to the hospital. While they were returning to their responsibilities, the police 
attacked them at Eguvasimbi in Koraput district on March 8, 2004 and Kumari was martyred 
along with comrades Sasi and Vijay there.  
 
The DVC decided to give her party membership after she returned but she was martyred 
before she was told that decision.   
 
To continue the aims of this brave martyr who died on March 8th means continuing the legacy 
of March 8th.  
 
Comrade Vema Radha (Suguna) 
Martyrdom : 14-03-2004 
 

 On 14-3-2003 in Ansanpalli of Bhoopalapalli mandal, Warangal dt.,in 
the attack of the blood thirsty Warangal police attack two comrades 
Suguna, the commander of Venkatapuram LGS and the owner of the 
house and GRD member of the village Com.Ravi were martyred. 
Radha was born in a poor family in Tekumatla village, Chityal 
mandal, Warangal dt. As the last child of her parents. They doted on 
her. The village was under the grip of the landlords. Under leadership 
of the land lord Dasarath Reddy and another Muslim land lord, some 
bad gentry were oppressing the people. The land lords used to resort 
to many atrocities and injustices through them. In resistance against 
these, the youth of the village formed a youth club in 1980 and fought 

against the land lords. They made them surrender to the people. In that process, Tekuamatla 
became a bastion for the People's War party. They fought against begar and for wage 
increases under the leadership of the Sangam and increased their wages. The land lords who 
had lost their authority had asked for and got a police post in the village.  Some persons had 
gone into the party as full timers and this enthued the villagers even more. Com. Suguna's 
family was in party contact since1980. In 1983, her elder brothers and her cousin worked in 
the Sangam and helped the party. Due to that, Suguna was attracted to the people's war 
politics since childhood. She used to be very happy when corrupt persons were brought to 
book in the people's courts. From her childhood she used to work in the fields and herd cattle. 
She used to see the guerillas climbing the Velisala Hills and dreamt of the day she would join 
the squad.  
 
Radha was married and took up the whole burden of house work upon her. She used to 
compete with her husband in doing work in the fields. The squad used to visit her house and 
she was hopeful that her dreams would come true again. In 1992, when the BSF was 
hounding the squads, she gave shelter to the squad and did sentry to the tired guerillas. 
When the police raided her house and destroyed property she used to oppose them 
challenging them to catch her husband if they can and not to abuse the women. When 
repression increased her husband went underground and Suguna also began thinking of 
working as a full timer.  
 
In 1995, classes were conducted for the women comrades and she attended them. She tried 
to understand the party ideology in those classes with interest. She realized that women could 
be liberated only through armed struggle. 
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When she was in her parents' home, police harassed her and were waiting for an opportunity 
to arrest her. Her brothers were arrested and tortured for her. Her relatives put pressure on 
her to either go to the police or give divorce to her husband. But she did not give in to the 
pressure. She took shelter in her relatives' homes and other nearby villages and tried for the 
contact of the squad while escaping from the police. Finally she got the contact of the party 
and joined the Chityal squad as a full timer in 1996. She won the confidence and affection of 
the squad members. She could not go to school at home but very soon she learnt to read and 
write, realizing the importance of education in leading the revolution. She was disciplined, 
determined, firm and had immense confidence in revolution. She suffered for two years with 
stomach ache and had an operation. But she soon joined the squad. Since 2000, she worked 
as the Chityal LGS committee member and fulfilled her duties well. 
 
She worked as the mahila team commander in 2001 and organized VMS in Chityal area thus 
putting efforts to advance the women's movement in the area. 
 
She took up the responsibility as the commander of Chityal LGS and formed cells and led 
mass organizations. In January 2004, she was appointed as the organizer of Bhoopalapalli. 
Com. Suguna worked for a long time in the Chityal movement and won the love and respect 
of the people there. Many people knew her personally. When the enemy increased repression 
on party and mass organizations, she gave them moral support and courage and worked with 
renewed determination. She used to tell them that the enemy would one day be defeated. 
The party gave a call to the party to boycott the general elections in 2004. The squad was 
engaged in planning the boycott programme. It had taken shelter in Ansanpalli village of 
Malhar mandal and was planning for a bait to attack the police. A renegade had informed the 
police and they surrounded the house in which they were taking shelter at 6 a.m. on 14 
March. She woke up her squad members and had laid down her life fiercely fighting the 
enemy while saving her squad members.  
 
She developed from the level of squad member to a commander and her martyrdom had 
created a void in the area movement. It is a great loss to the district women's movement too. 
Her face was always lit with a smile. She never wavered and had fought the enemy with class 
hatred. She was a valiant woman and an ideal guerilla. She always wished that women fulfill 
all the tasks done by the men and that they should not be backward in any matter. She tried 
to mould herself so and encouraged other women comrades too. 
 
When people came to know that their beloved daughter and leader had been martyred they 
came like a deluge to pay homage to her. People from Asireddypalli, Pangidipalli, Velisala, 
Raghavareddypet and many other villages came in hundreds and paid red homage to her. 
They filled the area with red banners and posters condemning her encounter and upholding 
her martyrdom. They shouted slogans pledging to carry forward her aims. Such was the place 
she won in their hearts. 
 
When the Chityal movement was affected in the fascist repression of Chandra Babu Naidu, 
she worked with great commitment as the commander in spite of ill health. She was a brave 
warrior who never left the people even in severe repression and continued working ridiculing 
the enemy. Her courage, determination and discipline are qualities that have to be imbibed by 
us. 
 
Comrade Padma (Gundamma) 
Martyrdom : 
 
Comrade Budri 
Martyrdom : 02-04-2004 
 
It was election time in Chattisgarh in April 2004. CRPF, BSF and Punjab commandos were 
deployed all over the state. Along with the local police they started terrorizing the people to 
facilitate the conducting of elections, in view of the election boycott call given by the 
revolutionary mass organizations and the party there. On the mid night of April 2nd, 50 CRPF 
personnel crossed the river Indravathi and came to Dharma village. They created havoc in the 
village. 
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Later while they were sitting in on a road laying in wait they saw two women and four men 
returning from Markapal carnival. The police arrested the men and took the women far away. 
When they tried to rape them, one of them managed to escape. But Budri became a victim of 
gang rape. The inhuman, barbarous police raped her to death. The police put a bullet into her 
lifeless body and fired many rounds into air. Next day they came out with a story to the press 
that an encounter took place between naxalites and the police and a ‘woman naxalite’ died in 
it. Her body was handed over to her native village Palli. Her father Vijjal confronted the police 
angrily. But all that fell on deaf years. Budri was strong supporter of the movement; she 
participated in all revolutionary activities and struggles in the village.  
 
Comrade Madhavi 
Martyrdom :20-04-2004 

 
Com. Madhavi was born in a middle peasant family in Elamarru village 
in Krishna dt. Her family had migrated from Warangal district to Krishna 
district. Her name at home was Lakshmi. She came into party contact 
when she was studying BSc in Gudivada. She participated actively in 
many mass organizations’ activities, raised her political level by 
attending political classes and finally decided to become a professional 
revolutionary. She undertook responsibilities of woman organization 
work in Vijayawada. She met college students, gave revolutionary 
literature to them and organized them towards revolution. She married 

Com. Babanna in 1989. She joined the forest squads in 1990 and till her martyrdom though 
she had serious health problems, she never looked back. When her husband got released 
from jail he was under pressure from his family and was in a dilemma whether to be at home 
or join the movement again. It was Madhavi who made him realize the need to continue in the 
movement and paved the way for his later revolutionary life.  
 
As a woman organizer, squad member and later as an ACM she had worked extensively in 
towns and villages, especially among women. She was a very sensitive person. Wherever 
she was she always discussed on various topics. Her practice was full of commitment and 
discipline. She developed into a good teacher. She used to discuss and teach with lot of 
eagerness.  
 
Com. Madhavi worked as the squad teacher when she was a squad member and later as an 
ACM too. When party realized the need to constitute a separate academic teachers’ team to 
teach the numerous uneducated comrades in the squads, Com. Madhavi was a ‘natural’ 
choice to be one of the teachers. It was really touching to see the eagerness of this teacher to 
make her students learn. Many comrades vouched that her keenness made them pay more 
attention to studies than they normally did. Just as Com. Norman Bethune said that the doctor 
should go to the patients and not vice versa, she also believed that as the teacher she should 
be the one to go to the students and motivate them. Her devotion to the teaching profession 
inside the party is something which should be imbibed by all teachers in the party. Not only 
that, she was humility personified and never boasted of her achievements as a teacher. Like 
a humble servant of revolution she just went about her duty meticulously. There was a 
childlike innocence in her demeanor which amused the comrades endearing her more to 
them. She was like a pure raindrop at such times. Babanna was the in-charge of political 
teachers’ team.  
 
Com. Madhavi and Com. Babanna were caught by the police in Ongole town on April 19th, 
2004 and were brutally tortured. Their bodies were thrown in the forests in Bollapalli area near 
Vinukonda on 20th early morning and the police spinned the routine encounter story. Both of 
them were gentle, frail persons and torturing them so viciously and killing them just shows 
how callous the police can get, killing even teachers just because they were communist 
teachers. It was at the time of the parliamentary elections and this fake encounter stands 
testimony to the farce that is called democracy in our country.  
Let us pay red homage to this model communist teacher and vow to carry forward her aims. 
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Comrade Venkataramana (Jyothi) 
Martyrdom : 04-05-2004 
 
Jyothi belonged to the Adigoppula village of Durgi mandal in Guntur district. Her name was 
Venkata Ramana; she was 18 years old. She belonged to the Medara caste. When the 
movement was at its height in the village they had to migrate to Marripalem village in 
Bollapalli mandal to get away from police repression.  
 
Jyothi studied till 4th standard and used to come to meet the squad after she came into 
contact. When she was to be married against her will she ran away from home one week 
before marriage and came to meet the squad by managing to get contact. When her mother 
came to the squad and asked her to come home by promising not to marry her off, she wiped 
her mother’s tears and said she was prepared to undergo any plight to be in the squad and 
work for the people.  
 
Jyothi joined the squad in April 2003. She showed interest in learning to read and write and in 
theoretical study. She participated with courage in the April 10th bus ambush and showed 
great initiative in seizing weapons. 
 
On May 4th 2004, tipped off by an informer the police surrounded the comrades in the 
Pamidipadu forest and started firing. Jyothi was exercising in the ground at that time. She 
immediately ran and got her kit and started firing. But the enemy had bullet proof jackets and 
he came forward with rapid firing and our comrade died in the AK 47 firing. 
 
Comrade Sandhya (Latha) 
Martyrdom : 04-05-2004 
 
Vijaya @ Latha was born in a poor dalit family in the village Pulichintha of Bellamkonda 
mandal of Guntur district. She was 16 years old. She joined the squad in 2003. She was a 
hard working person and was good at mingling with comrades. Always with a smile she was 
very patient and responsible while fulfilling her tasks. She was disciplined and was trying to 
learn to read and write in a short period. 
 
Though her uncle and another close relative went back home after a short stint as a guerillas, 
she opposed their decision with revolutionary consciousness and stood up as a model 
guerilla. 
 
On May 4th while retreating in the Pamidipadu encounter she fell victim to the enemy bullets 
and laid down her precious life. Let us pledge to carry forward their lofty aims.  
 
Comrade Pojje Burka/Kalpana 
Martyrdom : 02-08-2004 

 
 Kalpana was born in a poor Dorla family in Bandarupalli village of 
Madded tehsil of West Bastar division. Frail, young Pojje was active 
in all the work needed to keep their family going. Bandarupalli 
village has a deep revolutionary tradition. Com Lakshmayya a 
popular peasant leader of the DAKMS who was killed by the police, 
his son Ramamoorthy who died as a people’s fighter in the 
Tarlagudem raid and Com. Babu were from this same village. Pojje 
was inspired by the lives of these brave martyrs from her village. 
Inspired by the songs on these martyrs she would gather all her 
young friends and teach them these songs. She sang as she 
grazed the cattle and did her other chores dreaming of following in 
their footsteps. When Pojje grew up she became a member of the 

KAMS in her village. She organized the village women and participated along with them in 
various campaigns and rallies on economic and political issues. She was in the forefront of 
the campaigns against feudal, anti-women tribal customs and superstitions. Once when the 
police raided their village, DAKMS leaders all the women picked up their traditional 
instruments- pestle, sickle, sticks etc and surrounded the police. Not only did they free the 
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arrested leaders but also chased the police away. Pojje worked hard in KAMS with this 
inspiration and enthued other women too. Pojje became a candidate member of the party. 
Whenever the PGA comrades reached her village she would enquire about when they would 
recruit her. In January 2001 Pojje was recruited into the PGA and became Kalpana. Initially 
she worked with the Madded LGS organizing people in the villages. She learnt the ways of 
collective life and work and faced the hardships of guerilla life taking inspiration from beloved 
martyrs. She easily mixed with others and shared their joys and sorrows. She studied hard to 
increase her political understanding, easily reading small booklets and articles. She never 
neglected PT and military exercises and was always ready to learn new techniques. In a 
special women’s military training camp, which she attended, she was adjudged as the best 
student. She enthusiastically participated in several ambushes and raids. She would talk to 
village youth and prepare them to be ready to sacrifice their lives for the sake of liberating the 
oppressed. She bravely fired when the mercenary police attacked them suddenly at Loded 
village. She participated in the Modugupalli ambush during the December 2003 Chattisgarh 
state assembly elections in which they succeeded in seizing all the weapons of the enemy. 
She then became a member of the Kovela LGS. By this time she had become a full member 
of the party. Braving heavy rains and rivers and streams in spate she went with the squad to 
commemorate martyrs day in July 2004. Then on August 2, 2004 as the squad was trying to 
cross the Chintawagu river which was in full spate she was unable to resist the force of the 
water and was swept away. Kalpana was martyred in this tragic accident while fulfilling her 
duties as a guerrilla organizer. Her short but active life as a guerrilla fighter and her work 
among the women in her village will inspire other girls to follow in her footsteps.  
 
Comrade Limmi Thimma (Sarita) 
Martyrdom :01-11-2004 
 

  Limmi Timma (Sarita) was born in Gadder village in Kasansur range of 
Gadhchiroli district 28 years ago. Her village and family have been 
linked to the revolutionary movement ever since the Party reached her 
village in the early 1980s. The youngest in her family, her life too, from 
the very beginning has been integrally involved with the ups and downs 
of the revolutionary movement in the area.  
In 1985 her father became a member of the DAKMS. By 1990 her 
brother was a leader of the mass organization. When the Maharashtra 
Government launched severe repression on the tribal peasant 
movement in 1991 her family was one of those affected. Both her father 
and brother were arrested. Her family faced a desperate situation 

because they had no one to till the fields and they could not afford to pay the legal expenses 
to get the arrested persons released. In spite of this the family’s commitment to the 
revolutionary cause did not waver. They kept the mass organizations alive in the midst of 
severe police repression.  
 
She brought food and water for the squad members secretly, listened to songs of the 
movement and of martyrs and thus learnt the primer of revolutionary politics. She taught her 
friends the songs and organized them. Thus in 1997 after a long gap the women’s 
organization KAMS was re established in Gadder. Later as the revolutionary movement 
picked up in the area again she emerged as one of the most active women in the area. Hence 
she naturally became a member of the local people’s government, the Kotimi Janatana 
Sarkar in her area. Though she lived in the village and was a part time party member, she 
worked hard and gave most of her time to building the revolutionary movement. 
In February 2004 the State launched one more round of repression in her area and on her 
family. Timmi and her brother had to flee their home and move about secretly organizing the 
villagers. In August 2004 the police raided her house when they heard that she had gone 
home. But she was not there. She had already left her home and decided to join the PLGA. 
She quickly started learning the basics of military science. She participated enthusiastically in 
the counter-offensive programs during the state assembly elections in September 2004.  
On November 1, 2005 when the guerrillas were resting near Manewada village the special 
police reached there and launched an attack on them. Sarita boldly faced them but during 
retreat a bullet entered her stomach. Seriously injured she tried to retreat with her kit and 
weapon. But Sarita could not survive the injury and became a martyr. Sarita was one of the 



 137

backbones of the revolutionary movement in Gadhchiroli district; the people loved her. She 
will always be remembered even after the success of the New Democratic Revolution as one 
who built the revolutionary movement in the face of the severest repression of the exploitative 
ruling classes.   
 
Comrade Lakshmi 
Martyrdom : 08-01-2005 
 
Com. Lakshmi was born in a dalit family in Madduru village of Pamulapadu mandal of Kurnool 
district. She came from a poor family and with a background of extreme exploitation of the 
landlords of her village. Their parents educated her but as a dalit woman she could not 
escape the various kinds of discriminations in the society. She was a sensitive girl and many 
questions were rising in her mind about the inequalities in the society. Her questioning nature 
led her to revolutionary politics while she was studying in Kurnool. Within a short period she 
decided that this was the path to end all kinds of exploitation and discrimination in the society. 
She began working in a women’s organization and mobilized the poor, dalit, exploited women 
as well as students and middle class women and women employees in various struggles in 
Kurnool town. She played a key role in establishing the women’s organization as a champion 
of the oppressed. She was an excellent singer and performer and created a strong impact on 
the people whenever she performed. When she used to sing about the agony of mothers of 
martyrs, people used to be so moved that they wept. When she sang describing the Belli 
Lalitha, the people’s singer as a nightingale, it was as if she was also a nightingale singing. 
Such was the sweetness and expression in her voice. She had successfully conducted many 
cultural workshops of the women’s organization and trained many cultural activists. She 
gradually won the confidence of the cadres and was elected as a state EC member of the 
women’s federation she was working for. She was active in propagating that New Democratic 
Revolution was the solution to the problems women were facing. She used to work very hard 
and carried on her activities even while doing tailoring work for her livelihood.  
The YSR government wanted to end the “Talks” process as soon as possible as it feared that 
the enormous influence of the revolutionary politics on the people would turn against it. So it 
caught Com. Lakshmi and tortured her to death on January 8th 2005 in Prakasam district and 
ended the 'Talks' process.  
 
It is still difficult for dalit women in our society to come out and participate in political activities. 
It is really commendable that Lakshmi developed herself into a state leader in such a short 
time. She served as a model to many young girls in the slums who tried to emulate her. It is a 
big loss to the women’s movement also as it is still not so easy to find such dedicated leaders 
who serve the people without any selfishness in an atmosphere where most of the women 
organizations and so called leaders are taking funds and becoming corrupt or insincere. 
 
 
Comrade Bajamma (Nagamani)  
Martyrdom : 14-01-2005 
 
Comrade Shanta (Laksmi) 
Martyrdom : 15-01-2005 
 
Shanta belonged to the village Tirumalagiri of Pedda Adisarlapalli mandal in Nalgonda district. 
They were a poor family and she was married off at a young age. Her drunkard husband 
harassed her and she could not bear that life any longer. So she took divorce from him and 
eked out a living by working as a labourer. Com. Ramu was a sangam leader from the same 
village. He was a popular leader of the people and a staunch communist who did not waver in 
spite of facing severe repression. They both fell in love but the elders had opposed their 
marriage as they belonged to different castes. But they defied these feudal traditions and 
married, thus setting an example to other youth. Both of them worked in the sangam and they 
decided to become full timers during the period of talks with the government in 2004. Santha 
worked in the Kanagal squad and participated actively in the anti-arrack struggle and other 
propaganda activities. Later she was transferred to Nallamala protection squad and worked 
along with her husband there. The party had decided to send her to Kanagal area to work as 
a PR. While on their way to Nalgonda, they were attacked by the police who had laid an 
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ambush near the contact place at Bakkalingayapalli (Mahboobnagar district) on 15-01-2005 
and the revolutionary couple laid down their lives resisting the enemy. 
Santha showered lot of love and affection on her fellow comrades and mingled well with all. 
Though she worked only for a few months in Nallmala, she cried a lot when she had to leave 
them and go away. Her martyrdom shocked and grieved the comrades to no end as they 
could not forget her loving nature. Her energy, vigour, love and determination will be 
remembered forever.  
 
Comrade Santhoshi 
Martyrdom : 10-02-2005 
 
Santhoshi was born in Kacchepal village of Kohkametta area under Maad division; Santoshi 
joined the revolutionary movement as a young girl. Initially she became a member of the 
KAMS. Then as the stirrings of people’s political power came to realization a committee was 
formed in her village and she became a member of the committee. She had come to 
understand that women’s liberation is possible only with New Democratic Revolution (NDR) 
and in the process of building socialism. She was certain that without the people’s army and 
people’s power the oppressed, men and women, can never complete revolution. She strove 
to build revolutionary consciousness in her village and fulfilled every task that came her way. 
In every program and mass mobilization in her area Santoshi’s participation was always 
ahead of others. Seeing her discipline and dedication she was given membership of the Party 
in the year 2000.  
 
Several important tactical counter-offensives were launched by the PLGA in the Maad 
division. Several ambushes of the special police and raids on police stations were conducted. 
Santoshi participated in some of these actions along with members of the people’s militia. 
Santoshi was an all rounder, organizing women, running the village activities and participating 
in military activities. But Santoshi’s parents, in the traditional way of their tribe, wanted to 
marry her off to one of their relatives. Santoshi took the help of her comrades to convince her 
parents to let her marry a village youth whom she loved. After her marriage both she and her 
husband continued their active participation in the revolutionary activities in the area. But on 
February 10, 2005, when Bhoomkaal day was being celebrated all over Maad, Santoshi went 
into labour and both Santoshi and the baby died during childbirth. It was indeed a sad day for 
the revolutionary organizations in the region. It is a clear indication of the backwardness and 
denial of facilities that the ruling classes have kept adivasi people in, that force a woman to 
die giving birth to a child in this 21st century, a clear pointer to how much revolution is 
necessary for the oppressed in India. Santoshi’s example will surely inspire hundreds more 
women to join and lead the revolution in India.  
 

Comrade Satyavathi (Sweta)  
Martyrdom : 20-02-2005 

 
Comrade Satyavathi (30) was born in Amalapuram of East Godavari 
district. Later her family settled in Budithi village of Srikakulam district 
which was her mother’s village. She had an elder sister and two younger 
ones. Since her father died when she was a child it was her mother who 
worked hard to look after the children and impart education to them. From 
her childhood Swetha used to be very responsible. Society used to look 
at her family as one without a man at the helm. So Swetha had to 
undertake many tasks usually done only by men and she became the 
main pillar of support for her family. 
 
After she finished her graduation she was married off. But she could not 

continue for long with the beast called her husband. She separated from him very soon. Later 
while she was staying with her sister in Rajahmundry while the court case for divorce was still 
going on, she came into touch with progressive movements. She participated in all the 
progressive rallies and meetings held in Rajahmundry. She used to carry aloft the red flag 
and shout slogans with all her might. She used to inspire people with her songs. She came 
into contact with Com. Ramana (Martyr who was a member of Visakha city committee then). 
She became increasingly attracted towards the revolutionary movement after that. She 
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wanted to observe the movement more closely. So she went to the Eastern Ghats along with 
Ramana and Koumudi in July 2003. She was greatly inspired by the guerillas there. Though 
she came from an urban background she did exercises with them and ate their food. She 
mingled well with the adivasi comrades and learnt about their experiences. After spending 
some days there, she too wanted to become a guerilla. The Party suggested that she remain 
outside for some time and learn computer skills which she followed. She worked for some 
time in the party in urban areas almost like a full timer since 2003 July. She finally became a 
full time guerilla in July 2004. Since then she was working as a SZC staff member and worked 
tirelessly as a computer operator. 
 
Com. Swetha was very interested in song, dance, sports and literature. Though she came 
from an urban middle class family she became one with the adivasis. She was enthusiastic to 
learn new things and increase her knowledge. She always tried to share her knowledge with 
everyone. Though she loved to work among the people in organizational field she worked with 
dedication as a computer operator according to the needs of the party.  
She was disciplined and did rigorous exercises daily. She took good care of her health. She 
liked song and dance and had a beautiful voice. She danced all the adivasi steps with elan. 
When she sang songs on martyrs, comrades got immersed and inspired. She was interested 
in reading and listening to literature. She read the communist manifesto many times and felt 
she learnt some thing new every time. She was very friendly and talked softly.  
 
A camp was set up near Pujariguda of Malkangiri division for some party tasks in February 
2004. She was always cheerful and active in the camp exercising or playing shuttle cock in 
the morning, doing computer work day long and showing good films and documentaries to the 
comrades on the laptop at night. On the 20th while she was working on the computer the 
enemy launched a big scale attack on the headquarters in the afternoon hours. Nearly 500 
Andhra and Odisha police surrounded the camp and launched the attack. The HQ was near 
the computer tent. As soon as the attack started she took the computer and retreated along 
with some comrades. But after going to some distance she remembered that there were 
some important CDs in the HQ tent. She felt that those CDs should not fall into enemy hands 
and immediately went dashingly into the HQ tent. She recovered the CDs but while coming 
back, she was hit by enemy bullets and died a hero’s death. The way she chose to sacrifice 
her life to safeguard party secrets is a great example and will serve as a guide to all party 
ranks.  
 
Comrade Padma (Gangarajavva) 
Martyrdom : 23-02-2005 
 
Com. Padma was born in a poor, dalit family in the village Arepalli of Dharmapuri mandal of 
Karimnagar district. Since her childhood she used to work as a daily wage labourer. Though 
she resisted she was married off at the age of eighteen. After some days she left her husband 
and came back to her mothers’ house as it was a forced marriage. With an attractive face and 
melodious voice she used to sing revolutionary songs. She was in regular contact of the 
party. Comrade Ravi who was martyred in the Maddimalla encounter was her uncle. She 
used to tell the squad which visited her village that she too wanted to follow in her uncle’s 
footsteps. She was a disciplined party worker and worked among the people of her village on 
women and peasant problems according to party guidance. She conducted people’s courts 
and led the women in the struggle against Gudumba. She became a full time squad member 
in July 2004. On February 22nd, 2005 when the squad was inside a sugarcane farm in Korutla 
the police attacked them. Com. Padma fought valiantly and injured two police men with her 
firing and laid down her precious life while defending her comrades against the enemy attack. 
 
Comrade Vasantha (Nirmala) 
Martyrdom :27-02-2005 
 
Com. Vasantha was born in a middle class family in the Eesala Thakkalapalli village in the 
Malyala mandal of Karimnagar district. Her father was already with the revolutionary 
movement and so he named his daughter after the legendary revolutionary Panchadi Nirmala 
as Nirmala. She grew up true to her name. She grew up observing the guerillas and singing 
and dancing with them. She was good at academic studies and studied till intermediate. She 
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used to write poems on various social issues. She read all eight volumes of Mao’s writings –
not a small feat for such a young girl from a village.  
 
Just when she decided to join the party her family’s contact with the party got disconnected. 
Her father made lot of effort to contact the party for about 2, 3 years and finally got hold of it. 
He said that his daughter is now grown up to join the party and bid farewell to her. Thus 
Nirmala became a full time member in September 2004 and took the name Vasantha. Since 
she grew up observing the party from her childhood she used to be greatly disciplined and 
had good political understanding on various issues. She used to show interest in imparting 
medical care to people. One day the enemy encircled the squad when it was near Gopalpur 
of Manthani mandal and she died in the firing. 
 
Comrade Vasanta 
Martyrdom : 28-02-2005 
 
Comrade Sneha 
Martyrdom : 07-03-2005 
 
Comrade Kamindla Shobha 
Martyrdom : 07-03-2005 
 

Just two days before the International Women’s Day the state 
resorted to the Manala massacre with the help of coverts and 
killed ten revolutionaries by torturing them to death. Three among 
them were women. Comrade Kamindla Shobha was one among 
them. At the time of her death she was the Secretary of the Local 
guerilla squad. 
 
She was born in a poor family in Pattemalla village of Konaraopet 
mandal of Karimnagar district. She had two sisters and two 
brothers. She lost her mother when she was still a child. The 
doting father gave her the love and affection of both a mother and 

father. He could send her to school till 7th standard. She could not continue as they were poor 
and could not afford higher studies. She used to look after household chores and also roll 
beedies thus helping the family financially. As she grew up questions such as – why are 
women paid less than women though both of them worked equally, why is there patriarchal 
oppression on women, what is the reason for men’s domination on women etc. crossed her 
young mind. 
 
The revolutionary politics in the village provided answers to her questions. So she organized 
women beedi workers against the exploitation of the company owners and fought for the 
workers’ demands. She participated actively in the village revolutionary women’s 
organization. She gradually prepared herself to join the squads and according to the party’s 
decision joined in 1997. She first worked in the Sircilla squad and later in the Kamareddy 
squad till 2000 as a squad member. Then she worked as a guard to Com.Rajitha, the North 
Telangana Special Zonal Committee (NTSZC) member till mid 2001. She fought bravely in 
many encounters and safeguarded her leader Rajitha. From mid 2001 to 2002 she worked as 
a squad member of Jagityal. In January 2004 she was promoted as an Area Committee (AC) 
member and worked in Kodimyal, Kathalapur and Jagityal squads. She undertook the 
responsibility as the Local Guerilla Squad (LGS) secretary since 2005 January and continued 
in her responsibilities till her death in Manala on March 7th 2005. 
 
Com. Shobha went to any area that was assigned to her by the district party and gave 
importance to the party’s needs. She was very active and mingled very well with the people 
wherever she went. Whoever had met her once would always enquire after her whenever the 
squad went there. She used to compete with the men comrades in the squads to do all kinds 
of works. Though she had a frail, weak body she never lagged behind in fulfilling any task. 
Everybody liked her as she mingled well with all and was a lively person. She participated in 
military training in the year 2004 and learnt military techniques with lot of determination. She 
trained her body for the hardship filled life of a guerilla and tried hard not to become a burden 
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to the squad. During the temporary respite in May 2004 she propagated revolutionary politics 
among the people through song and dance. She married Com. Srinu (Jagityal LGS Secretary) 
in 2002. He was also martyred along with her in the same massacre.  
 
Though many leaders like her beloved Comrade Padmakka were martyred and many 
surrendered before the enemy, Shobha continued in the movement and sacrificed her life for 
lofty aims of the party. Her sacrifice is invaluable.  
 
She participated actively in punishing the class enemies and resisted the enemy valiantly 
when they attacked them. On February 23rd 2005, when the squad was attacked in three 
places on the same day she fought back bravely.  
The state cruelly ended the life of this promising young comrade even while she was 
developing herself politically, militarily and organizationally. Let us bow our head in red 
homage to her  
 
Comrade Sunita (Padma) 
Martyrdom : 07-03-2005 
 
Com. Padma was born in the village Raapalle of Gollapalle mandal of Karimnagar district. 
Since she belonged to a poor, dalit family she could not afford to study. Since her childhood 
she worked as a daily wage labourer and helped her family to survive. She was married off at 
a very early age. But her married life was filled with harassments and difficulties. Meanwhile 
she gave birth to a child. But patriarchal harassment from her husband and in–laws doubled. 
Though she tried to bear all that with immense patience the harassment and violence 
increased day by day and finally she had to leave her in-laws’ house and come back to her 
mother’s house. There she tried to contact the squad and got recruited into the squad in  
August 2003. She undertook all the tasks given to her as a squad member in the Jagityal 
squad since then. She became a party member in December 2004 and worked as the deputy 
of the Jagityal squad since January 2005. 
 
She was always in the forefront in doing collective jobs, doing sentry duty, carrying luggages 
etc. She married Com. Ramesh, the district committee secretary in February 2005. On 
February 23rd,the enemy attacked the squad at three places on the same day but she fought 
bravely and retreated through resisting. Even while she was developing herself into an 
efficient leader she lost her precious life along with ten comrades on March 7th, 2005 in the 
Manala massacre.  
 
 Padma believed that imperialism and patriarchy will end only with the establishment of 
communism and laid down her life for that cause. She was the shining star of the oppressed 
people. She leads them by her example. 
 
Comrade Padma (NZB) 
Martyrdom : ..-.-2005 
 
Comrade Kaalla Ailamma (Swaroopa)  
Martyrdom : 07-03-2005 

 
 Com. Ailamma was born in Nagaram village of Bhoopalapalli mandal of 
Warangal dt in a poor family. She had an elder sister. Her mother died when 
she was a child. Her father herded sheep. Due to poverty both the sisters 
went to work as labourers. Swaroopa was married off at a young age. But her 
husband was a drunkard and he began harassing her within a few days after 
marriage. So she came back to her father's home and started working in the 
Sangam. Her father put pressure on her to go back to her husband. But she 
was not ready for that. Finally she decided to become a full timer for the party 
and joined the squad in 1994.  
 
Her squad life started in the Mahadevpur area of Karimnagar dt. Within six 
months she learnt to read and write and began reading books. She showed 
interest in studying the society. She was sent to Manuguru area to work 
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there. She went there without hesitation though that area was new to her. Between 1995 and 
2006, she worked in the Kinnera and Manuguru areas. She had health problems and her 
uterus was removed. But she continued in the squad life in spite of health problems. She 
fulfilled her responsibilities as the member of LGS committee. A Mahila squad was formed in 
2001 to develop the women's movement in the Eturunagaram area and she worked in it as 
the deputy commander. Later she was transferred to Venkatapur in 2002 and there she 
worked as the deputy commander of Wajedu LGS. Though it was a hilly terrain and the 
language new, she overcame her health problems with revolutionary spirit and fulfilled her 
duties. It was a hard life there. But she continued. In 2004, she became the commander of 
Charla squad. 
 
In this process, her health condition deteriorated further and she did not want it to become a 
hurdle for the whole squad. So she put the proposal before the party to give her some other 
work other than organizational work. The party considered this reasonable proposal and 
relieved her from the responsibility of the commander. She became very sick and so she went 
to the hospital for treatment. There she was caught by the enemy and was murdered. She 
was a model guerilla in overcoming health problems and working with revolutionary spirit.  
 
Comrade Pushpa (Venkatamma) 
Martyrdom : 02-04-2005 
 
Com.Pushpa was born in a village in Wanparthy mandal of Mahaboobnagar district. Right 
from her childhood she used to work very hard in the fields and undertook all kinds of hard 
chores for her family. She was a terror to the landlords and bad gentry in the village. She was 
never afraid of anybody and stood her stead against anybody. She never knew what fear 
was. It was this quality in her and her hatred for the class enemies which lead her into the 
armed struggle in 1997.  
 
After she came into the party her family was threatened by the Green Tigers black gang and 
the police many times. They were harassed by the police umpteen number of times but she 
never looked back. She put class bonds above family bonds. She married Com. Santhosh in 
1998 and they vowed that they will keep their personal life always subordinated to party life. 
This promise they kept till their death.  
 
Pushpa had a strong physical body which she had improved more by rigorous physical 
training as a guerilla. She used to do lot of hard work during camps in the Nallamala forest 
areas and used to serve as a model to women comrades. By her practice she shattered the 
myth that women are perpetually weaker than men. She used to compete with men comrades 
in carrying heavy luggage to the camps. She tried to do all the items in the military camps 
without fail. Once when a big poisonous snake crawled over her when she was asleep she 
bravely caught hold of it and killed it without panicking. In another incident while crossing the 
fields at night Com. Santhosh was electrocuted by a fence put up for animals. Though the 
party had propagated among the peasantry not to connect electricity during the nights 
sometimes police also forced the peasants to do so. Some of our comrades died in such 
incidents too. If not for the presence of mind and the bravery of Pushpa, Santhosh too would 
have met the same fate. Even while others were too shocked to do anything, she immediately 
pulled him out of danger. These are just two of the many examples of her bravery. The 
squads in Mahboonagar had to cross the river many times at nights and she was one of the 
few women comrades who could row well with oars for a long time. It was no small feat to row 
in the rough waters during monsoons. She had good grip over the routes and used to go for 
any task assigned to her even in pitch darkness without losing her way. In the encounters with 
the police and in attacks on police or class enemies hers was always a praiseworthy role. She 
displayed the same determination in learning to read and write. She was very studious and 
always tried to ensure that the school in the squad was conducted without fail. She was 
popular among the village women and whenever any squad went to their villages they used to 
ask for her. 
 
In all the rough patches that the movement went through in that district she was one pillar 
who withstood everything till the end. Her decade long revolutionary life was no bed of roses 
as this whole period was one of severe repression from the government and black gangs. 
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True to her class character (poor peasant) she used to be straight forward in her behavior and 
never hesitated to criticize shortcomings in persons or in the movement. She also fought 
against manifestations of patriarchy and tried to explain to village men also that they should 
treat women on equal par with men. Gradually she developed into an AC member.  
The period of brutal repression unleashed by the YSR government after break down of talks 
was another testing period through which Pushpa had gone through in the true spirit of a 
communist. When the party put the proposal in front of her to shift to Dandakaranya she 
unhesitatingly agreed in the spirit of a communist. The enemy got hold of the information of 
Comrades Pushpa and Santhosh when they came out of the forest area to go to 
Dandakaranya and killed them in cold blood.  
The land soaked in the blood of this exemplary, poor daughter of the soil vowed to take 
revenge against the enemy. The backward Chenchu adivasi men and women of Nallamala 
forest and the poor peasantry of Panagal, Achampet areas will never forget the sacrifice of 
their darling daughter whose cheerful smile had lit up their life for almost a decade. 
 
Comrade Santi (Malleswari) 
Martyrdom : 17-04-2005 
 

Com. Malleswari (20) was born in Syamagadda village of Gudem 
mandal of Visakha district. Since her father died when she was still a 
child, she had to take up family responsibilities at a young age. She 
worked as a wage laborer along with her mother. She had a younder 
brother. She used to do all kinds of works in the fields including 
ploughing. She studied till 5th standard even while doing all these 
works. She came into Korukonda squad contact when she was still a 
child. She used to do the works given by the squad. She took up 

difficult tasks too and did not hesitate to travel in darkness. Thus she got the training to work 
while safeguarding the party secrets from her childhood. 
 
Gradually she joined the militia and also worked for some time with the JNM squad. She was 
in protection duty for the militia camp in September 2004 and fulfilled her duties well. She 
opposed forceful marriage at home and joined the Korukonda squad after attending the 
recruitment camp in October 2004. She came to know that some persons are planning to take 
her away to forcefully get her married and so she escaped and joined the squad. She used to 
participate in all the works of the squad very actively. In spite of ill health she used to 
participate in all works. She used to carry heavy luggages. She mingled well with the people.  
Santi was never shy and spoke with confidence in meetings. She spoke against 
discrimination of women and used to exhort men to do house work too. Since she studied 
upto 5th standard, she could read and she used to read party literature with lot of attention and 
interest. She encouraged other comrades too and also read to them.  
 
Santi mobilized people into the anti arrack struggle conducted in their area. She participated 
in destruction of arrack depots and brandy shops. She was part of this struggle in Korpalli and 
Siribala blocks. She participated in people’s courts where wrong doers who harassed women 
were punished. She worked with good initiative in mobilizing people on various issues. She 
escaped during an encounter in Gaddibanda in January 2005, spent three days alone in 
bushes and finally met the squad again. She never lost her spirit.  
 
Santi was worried about her mother who had to live alone working as a labourer. But she 
knew only revolution can ensure good life for such poor people. On the day of the 
Gunukuralla encounter she was seriously ill with fever. In spite of her condition, she 
immediately took up her weapon. But she believed the enemy when he said he would spare 
them if they laid down their guns. She left her gun and lifted up her hands. The police asked 
her to come nearer with her hands up and then rid her body with bullets. This was a great 
lesson for the comrades who believe the enemy in such situations. This active comrade was 
killed brutally by the police at Gunukuralla on April 17th 2005. Let us pledge to avenge her 
death. 
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Comrade Nirmala 
Martyrdom : 17-04-2005 
 
Nirmala (20) was born in the village Mondigadda of Chintapalli mandal of Visakha district. 
Since she was from a poor family she used to work hard from childhood. She had to take up 
many household responsibilities from a young age.  
 
During the ‘Talks’ period, Korukonda squad newly entered their village. She joined the squad 
during the 'Talks' period. She too joined the squad to escape forceful marriages like many 
other women comrades. She took up the responsibility of woman work in the squad.  
Within a few days time she participated actively in the women organization activities. Nirmala 
worked actively to moblilize women in the rally against arrack which was held in Chintapalli as 
part of the anti arrack struggle and in destroying arrack and brandy shops. Though her 
revolutionary life was not too long, she had participated very actively in all the activities.  
 
She mobilized women in destroying gud and toddy used for making liquor. She had a role in 
putting up posters and conducting meetings in Lankapakala to increase wages of coffee 
plantation labourers. When jeep drivers harassed women, they took them to task and Nirmala 
was with them. Her brother was not happy that she too joined the squad like him. When he 
asked her why she came, she said, 'you do your struggle and I would do mine'. She learnt to 
read and write in the party and took lot of interest in educating herself.  
 
On April 17th 2005, near Gunuguralla the squad came under a police attack. During the attack 
one of the villagers urged her to escape along with him. But she chose to heroically fight the 
enemy and laid down her precious life in that battle. Nirmala joined the numerous martyrs 
within a short period of her revolutionary life. Let us pay homage to her with bowed heads. 
 

Comrade Anita (Korram Salo)  
Martyrdom : 17-04-2005 

 
Com. Korra Salo was born in a poor family in Bonampally village of Gudem 
mandal of Visakha district. Both her parents died and so she used to work 
as a daily wage labourer along with her two sisters and a brother and 
earned her livelihood.  
 
Her village was under influence of the movement since 1984. All sangams 

were active in the village and it falls under the Korukonda squad. The village stood firm in 
repression too.  
 
Com. Anitha joined the Bal Sangam (children’s organization) when she was still a child. After 
she grew up she joined the woman militia. She went to villages and conducted meetings and 
increased the political awareness of the people. She opposed forced marriages and 
propagated against toddy drinking. She exhorted men to participate in house work. She 
participated in the struggles for increase in wages of coffee plantation labourers and fair 
prices for coffee seeds.  
 
Later she joined the squad in 2001 during a militia campaign. At first she worked in the JNM 
squad. Later she worked in the Galikonda area for some time. Then she worked in the 
Galikonda special squad for some days. When Gurthedu squad was reconstituted, she was 
sent as a member of that squad. All three members in that squad were women. At first they 
were doubtful about how people would receive them. They went and developed contacts with 
the people. Since all of them were women, the men in the villages were reluctant to do sentry 
for them at first. They withstood many such hurdles and gained hold over the area. Anita's 
effort was main in converting that area into ‘revolutionary’ area.  
Anita worked very hard in building the memorial column of Com. Rajesh who was martyred in 
2003 at Pathakota. She mobilized people while going around the villages in civil dress. During 
‘Talks’ she participated actively in the inauguration meeting of Darakonda Martyrs Column. 
While she was in Gurtedu squad, she used to accompany the women organizer of that area. 
She used to mingle very actively with the women and enquire about their problems. The party 
observed her interest in this field and so she was transferred to Chitrakonda squad and given 
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responsibility of the woman work there. She was in the EC of the divisional committee of the 
AVMS. She participated in military actions too. Anita withstood all kind of rigours in a 
revolutioanary's life. Especially she stood firm in the severe repression period in 2001 and 
2002. In 2003 and 2004, the enemy succeeded in making her villagers surrender. Even 
sangam members who had served as her inspiration had also surrendered. When her sister 
surrendered, she criticized her. Ramulamma worked in Mahila Sangam and was Anita's 
relative too. She also came under enemy's influence. But Anita was not confused with all this. 
She conducted a meeting in her village and explained about the tactics of the enemy and 
asked them to stand by the movement. She longed to keep her family on the side of the 
revolution.  
The squad consisting of Anitha and five other members was camping near the village 
Gunukuralla on April 17th, 2005. Sixty policemen surrounded them and opened fire. While 
retreating Anitha saw that the squad commander Com. Ramana was firing by taking position 
there. She thought she cannot leave him to fight alone there and so she came back and 
started firing to give cover fire to the commander by taking postion. She was martyred in that 
heroic battle with the enemy. In this encounter the commander Ramana, Comrades Nirmala 
and Santhi were martyred. 
 
Anita's memories will remain forever in our hearts teaching us how to stand by the movement 
and  comrades. 

 
Comrade Anjali (Vasanta) 
Martyrdom : 20-04-2005 
 
Com. Anjali (19) was born in the Guthikonda Bilam village where Com. Charu Majumdar had 
conducted the meeting of the All India Coordination Committee of Revolutionaries. She was 
inspired by the people's struggles in Palnadu area. During the 2004 'Talks' period she 
participated in the land struggles in her village. She participated in the building of Martyrs 
column for Charu Mazumdar in her village. She went as a volunteer to the meeting in 
Hyderabad where formation of CPI (Maoist) was hailed.  
 
She became a full timer in November 2004 and worked in the Bilam area. She worked with 
determination withstanding all the physical problems and difficulties in the squad life. She had 
good initiative and was always cheerful. She learnt to read and write within a short period. 
She was martyred in an encounter with the police on April 20, 2005 along with Com. Sunita. 
 
Comrade Ramulamma (Sunita) 
Martyrdom :20-04-2005 
 
Com. Sunita (20) was born in a poor dalit family in Adigoppula village of Durgi mandal in 
Guntur dt. Her parents married her off at a very young age. She was harassed by her 
drunkard husband and her in-laws. She could not bear it any longer and informed the party in 
the village. The party tried to transform her husband and her in-laws by convincing them to 
look after her well but they did not heed. Finally Sunita decided to separate from him. She 
was in the forefront in all the struggles in her village. Gradually she developed her 
consciousness and decided to work as a PR in the party.  
 
Sunita joined the Chandravanka squad at the end of 2003. Within a few days, she was 
transferred to the platoon. In 2004, she participated in the two Remidicharla ambushes 
actively. She participated in the rocket attack on Bandlamotu PS. She participated in the 
Addanki and Chilakaluripeta raids on police stations as an assault team member. Thus she 
played her role in getting weapons for the PLGA. She participated in punishing the land lords 
too.  
 
She worked with initiative and daring during the repressive regime of Chandrababu Naidu. 
She was always conscious about the need to protect the leadership. She used to do military 
practice daily in the squad. She was a hard worker and did all her works patiently. She learnt 
to read and write in the party in a very short time and began reading books. She had great 
thirst for knowledge and always tried to increase her awareness by asking questions. She 
wanted to develop herself along with the movement.  
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She was martyred in an encounter at Marrivemula in Pullalacheruvu area on April 20, 2005. 
She laid down her life valiatly fighting the enemy. 
 
Comrade Pochamma (Medak)  
Martyrdom : ..-04-2005 
 
Comrade Radha Devi 
Martyrdom : 05-05-2005 
 
Com. Radha Devi belonged to the village Dholkatta of Pirtand Thana of Giridih dt in 
Jharkhand. She died on 5 May 2005 due to malaria. She belonged to a poor peasant family. 
Due to poverty could not go to a school. 
 
She was influenced by the party politics and started working to organize women in Nari 
Mukthi Sangatan as early as 1980. She took an active part in the activities of the village NMS. 
By virtue of her work she became a member of NMS committee and went to the neighbouring 
villages to build up the organization. In this way, she worked for the organization and took 
responsibilities at the area level in recognition of her abilities. She looked after her household 
duties too. Like this, till her last breath she worked for the organization. She was 60 years old 
when she died. 
 
Comrade Anitha (Sulekha Kumari) 
Martyrdom : 08-05-2005 
 
Com. Anitha was born in the village Unchagana under Bidhnugadh Thana of Hazaribagh dt. 
Of the seven siblings, she was the eldest. Organizers of the revolutionary peasant movement 
used to come to her village and she was influenced by these politics. She began participating 
in the activities. According to her wishes she was sent along with the women leadership of the 
NMS for carrying on NMS activities. Com. Sulekha overcame the pressures of the village 
society and courageously stood against the traditions of the feudal society in a political 
manner. She conducted organizational and propaganda work against the feudal and 
imperialist systems. She was very young but she took interest in learning all things like 
learning to read and write and singing songs. She mingled well with the people and talked 
with one and all in an affectionate manner. She was well experienced. When she was very 
young she worked in the cultural team. 
 
Later seeing her work she was assigned to the NMS work in 2004. She became party cell 
member too. According to the decisions of the organization she took on all kinds of 
responsibilities. Her health deteriorated meanwhile and she was diagnosed with cancer. 
While being treated for it, she left us forever on 8th May, 2005. She led a very ideal life and 
will serve as an inspiration forever. Let us vow to fulfill her dreams.  
 
Comrade Punem Moti (Karuna) 
Martyrdom : 19-05-2005 
 

Comrade Karuna was born in Mettapad village of Gangalur range 
under Bijapur Tehsil in Dantewada district. Her parents named her as 
Moti Punem. Inspite of her village being situated near Gangalur Police 
Station, it was like a bastion for the revolutionary movement. All the 
mass organizations in the village were actively functioning. Comrade 
Karuna was organizing women as a KAMS member. In this process 
she was inspired by Party politics and decided to dedicate her life for 
the cause of the revolution. With an understanding that women 
cannot achieve complete liberation without the success of New 
Democratic Revolution she joined the revolutionary movement. Local 

party unit was also impressed with her work. She became a guerrilla by joining the squad in 
1997. In the beginning she was in Basagudem squad. Comrade Karuna was both physically 
and mentally quite hale and healthy. In 1998, South Bastar Divisional Committee took her into 
the special guerrilla squad and she worked for a year in that. In this process party gave her 
membership. In 1999 she was selected to be a member of the newly formed Platoon-2. Due 
to her initiative and leadership qualities in military affairs, first she has become Deputy 
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Commander and later Section Commander. On 28th July 2004, first Company was formed in 
DK in which there was a special section of women and Comrade Karuna became the 
commander of it. 
 
Comrade Karuna participated in many military actions during her revolutionary life of 9 years 
from 1997 to 2005. She was a steeled woman fighter and once again she proved that a 
woman is no lesser than a man in any way in military field. The ambush near Torrem village 
near Basagudem was her first military action. In that action, 16 police personnel were killed 
and 17 were injured. Karuna felt very proud of her participation in this successful ambush. 
Later she participated in Kongupalli, Wakulwai ambushes etc. as a member of support team. 
She showed her fighting spirit through participating in the ambushes conducted in Bajrangbali 
of North Bastar division and Tigeta, Motukupalli, Usikapatanam, Saalpalli etc. of West Bastar. 
She also took part in Tallagudem, Motu, Vedire, Geedam etc. police station raids. She was 
Deputy Commander of ambush batch in Geedam raid. With her martyrdom, PLGA lost a 
capable and efficient soldier especially an aspiring woman fighter. One important 
characteristic of Comrade Karuna is that she never turned her back to responsibilities. She 
always did whichever work was allotted to her and went wherever she was sent. She fulfilled 
all the responsibilities given to her in military field with commitment. Com. Karuna happily 
accepted the responsibility in the newly formed first company in DK. 
 
Comrade Karuna fought strongly against patriarchal trends in the party. Whenever any male 
comrade pressurized her for marriage in an inappropriate way, she criticized him in the 
meetings of the platoon. She was always against any pressure of the men on women. Just 
before one or two months before her martyrdom she married a fellow fighter comrade. Since 
he works in another area they hardly spent a week together after their marriage. Since they 
gave more importance to the duties of the revolution than to their personal life, they 
proceeded to their areas to make successful the TCOC against the enemy in their areas. 
Comrade Karuna once again proved that the of married life of a revolutionary would be full of 
sacrifices.  
 
One more ideal characteristic of Comrade Karuna was her hardworking nature. Whether she 
was in platoon or in company, whether she was a member or a commander, she always used 
to come forward to carry luggages. In the memorial meeting held to commemorate Karuna, 
Company commander remembered her like this: “whenever I remember comrade Karuna, I 
visualise her with a bundle on her head because whenever there was any extra luggage in 
platoon or company she used to come forward to lift it. We must learn this quality of doing 
hardwork from her life.” In the same meeting a woman comrade said, “Whenever we woman 
fighters feel that our self-confidence is coming down, we should remember Comrade Karuna. 
She is not just a source of inspiration but a source of energy also.” 
 
Comrade Karuna was selected for the assault team of Daula raid in which she had to fight by 
entering into enemy’s fortress. She advanced without caring a bit for her life. She fell to 
enemy bullets while trying to enter it. 
 
Comrade Pottami Ramo (Somvari) 
Martyrdom : 19-05-2005 
 

Comrade Pottami Ramo, known in the Party as ‘Somari’ and ‘Saraswati’ 
was born in Pumbad village of Gangalur range in Bijapur Tehsil of 
Dantewada district. She was the eldest among five siblings. Pumbad is 
one of those villages, which contributed many soldiers to fight for the 
liberation of the people. Pumbad’s history will be written in red letters in 
current history of the revolutionary movement. Many comrades from this 
village joined PLGA and are commanders at present. Comrade Somari 
who was born and brought up in this village adopted a disciplinary life 
naturally. After working in KAMS she became a candidate member of the 
party. She joined the Gangalur guerrilla squad in 2001. She earned 
people’s confidence while going around the villages with the squad. By 

seeing her determination and discipline Party confirmed her membership. In 2003 she was 
transferred to Platoon-4. Later in 2004 she became a member of the newly formed First 
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Company. She participated in Modukupalli, Salapalli ambushes and Geedam raid. Somari 
was an exemplary guerrilla in observing discipline. Implementing the orders of the leadership 
as a disciplined soldier, mingling with everybody, criticizing the comrades for their mistakes, 
helping the comrades in rectifying their mistakes etc. are the characteristics that we should 
learn from Comrade Somari. 
 
Another charming characteristic of Comrade Somari was her active participation in military 
drill and exercises in which she always stood first. She used to think that, she should never 
lag behind the men comrades. She used to do all the items of the exercises without any 
hesitation. If she could not do properly any item, the next day she would come to the ground 
before the roll call and practice the item till she got perfection. She used to feel it as a great 
loss if on any day she could not go to the ground. She never liked to miss the exercise with 
small excuses. She was always with a smiling face. She used to talk with everybody freely 
without any hesitation. Because of her military capabilities she was allotted to be in the 
assault group during the raid on Daula police camp in Narayanpur tehsil of Bastar district. She 
was very happy to be chosen for an important task. She advanced in the raid along with Com 
Karuna with great enthusiasm and determination. But she was martyred at an early age in 
that battle. 
 
Comrades Geeta Tulavi, Sunita Madavi 
 
Martyrdom : 17-07-2005 
 

On July 17 2005, police attacked the Tipragadh 
organizational squad. The PLGA guerillas resisted and 
retreated successfully. Three young girls who had come 
to meet the squad thought that the police would not do 
anything to them as they were unarmed villagers and so 
they stood there. But the police raped the three innocent 
girls. Later they killed Sunitha Madavi and Geetha Thulavi 
in close range and the third girl Sushil was put in jail with 
injuries on her body and mental scars.  
Com. Sunitha was born in a poor Madavi family in 

Charwai village. She studied till 5th standard and joined the children’s organization in her 
childhood. She joined the village militia after she gew up. Com. Geetha belonged to Charwai 
village too. She was born in a poor peasant family and studied till 7th standard. She worked in 
the children’s organization and later joined the DAKMS. From the initial days of the 
movement, Charwai served as a bastion for the revolutionaries. It stood steadfast in the 
storms of repression. Even during repression, people came closer to the party rather than 
going away from it. It was this revolutionary village which inspired youngsters like Sunitha and 
Geeta to join revolutionary activities. The police brutally raped and killed them as they were 
unable to kill the revolutionary spirit of the villagers. But the villagers vowed to take revenge 
for their death and carry forward the revolution.  
 
 
Comrade Manga (Premalatha) 
 
Martyrdom : 25-07-2005 
 
Comrade Shyamala (Manjula)  
 
Martyrdom : 25-07-2005 
 
Comrade Sanyasamma 
 
Martyrdom :23-10-2005 
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Comrade Somulamma (Sathyavathi) 
Martyrdom : 23-10-2005 
 

Com. Somulamma (23) was born in a poor adivasi family in 
Nimmalagondi village of Koyyur mandal, Visakha district. After attaining 
puberty she was also married off like many other young women of her 
age to a person from Chaparathipalem. This village was situated in the 
Galikonda area. Many struggles were conducted in this village against 
the landlords and bad gentry under the leadership of the squad. Even 
before her marriage, her husband had told her that he was working in 
the Adivasi Rytu Coolie Sangam. He also told her that he would be 
going off as a full timer after preparing himself for the task in future. 

Sathyavathi was not frightened by his decision. She did not back off from this marriage. His 
lofty aim won her respect and she married him with her will. 
By the time of their marriage the squad was not visiting their village due to severe repression. 
But it came back again in 2004. The couple met the squad which came to their village in 
2004. They expressed their desire to join as full timers. Party recruited them as full timers and 
kept them in a den in a town for technical work. (He had surrendered after her martyrdom). 
Though she was born in an adivasi village she did not hesitate to live in a town for the needs 
of the party. After working there for some days she was again assigned to the Gurtedu squad 
in the forest. The Party observed her cultural interest and melodious voice and transferred her 
to the JNM squad in Galikonda area, agreeing to her proposal. Within a short period she gave 
many programmes in the villages. She learnt Kuvi language and mingled with those people by 
singing songs in Kuvi. Nobody could guess that she joined the squad recently after seeing her 
initiative. 
The squad planned to give training to youth in villages. As part of that work a training camp 
was being held. The police got information of the camp and they attacked it on 23rd October 
2005. Sathyavathi was on sentry duty along with Com. Prabhakar. When they heard some 
sounds she went and alerted the camp and came back to the post. They both resisted the 
enemy in order to safeguard the camp. But the police used launchers on the sentry post on a 
big scale and both comrades fell down with injuries. The police caught them with injuries and 
tortured and killed them in cold blood. 
If she had alerted the camp, the loss would have been more serious. Satyavathi proved 
herself to be a model guerilla by giving her life to save her comrades. Let us emulate her. 
 

Comrade Rajeswari 
Martyrdom : 27-10-2005 
 

Comrade Mamata (Battu Alisa) 
Martyrdom : 21-11-2005 
 

She was born in Posaram village of Illendu mandal of Khammam district. 
She was the second child of her poor parents. Her parents had been 
running a brick kiln in Illendu after leaving their village in search of 
livelihood. But it did not run well and they ran into financial difficulties. So 
the family returned to the village and Mamatha worked as a bonded 
laborer along with her brother for rich peasants. They used to hate the 
domination of New Democracy, the revisionist party which had a hold 
there. But since they had no other way, they had to bow their heads and 

work without opening their mouths. 
During the period of ‘Talks’ with the government in July 2004, Posaram village was awakened 
due to the people’s struggles against New Democracy which shattered its base. People were 
ready to fight against that party’s policies. This fight was led by Mamatha’s brother. Mamatha 
also participated in it.  The New Democracy party was questioned by the people about their 
corruption and their atrocities were exposed. And this was how Mamatha entered the path of 
stuggles. With the encouragement of her brother she stood in the forefront bravely to fight 
against the revisionist goons and their anti people policies. Later both brother and sister 
wanted to join the squads and did so in September.  
Ever since she joined the squad Mamatha concentrated on learning revolutionary politics and 
on military training. Though the ‘Talks’ ended within a few days after she joined the squads, 
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she went ahead with determination. She used to electrify everybody with her laughter and 
bubbly, talkative nature. She mingled well with the people and made sure that she in turn 
taught them whatever was learnt by her.  
Mamatha was sent to the protection squad in March 2005. Once she went outside for 
treatment and from there went to her village for contact with the squad. The New Democracy 
people tried to be very amicable with her but they had already planned to give information to 
the police. She saw through their deception and she in turn deceived them and went away 
from the village in the dead of night and reached another village. Since both brother and sister 
were in the party the police and New Democracy party harassed their family in many ways 
and tried to get both of them to surrender. Her parents narrated all those harassments to her 
and cried in front of her. But Mamatha was not ready to leave the path of struggle. Her brother 
was a bit shaken with this. But she told him that party would solve the problem of their family 
too and that it cannot become a reason to quit the party. Since the party also assured that it 
will solve their family’s problems, she very enthusiastically prepared herself to resist the 
enemy. While on their way to attack the enemy they were caught in police firing on 
Lingagudem hill in November 2005 and Mamatha was martyred in the firings. Com. 
Mamatha’s enthusiasm, determination and dedication are an inspiration to revolutionaries 
always.  
 
Comrade Vasanta (Singidi Jyoti) 
 
Martyrdom : 22-11-2005 
 
Com. Jyothi (17) was born in Bachanpalli village of Bhimgal mandal of Nizamabad district to 
Singidi Rajaiah and Lakshmi. She was their eldest daughter. She studied till 5th standard.  
As she grew up, she also increased her knowledge about the society. She understood the 
poverty of her family and tried to help out by rolling beedis from a young age. Meanwhile her 
mother became a mental patient and so she had to take up the whole responsibility of the 
family. 
She always used to think why her father was not able to look after the family well in spite of 
working so hard and why the beedi seths are able to lead such luxurious lives in spite of doing 
nothing. These questions naturally led Jyothi to the class struggle going on in that area. 
With the encouragement of her father, she entered the revolutionary movement very 
enthusiastically on January 25, 2005. She changed her name to Vasantha. Within a short 
period the enemy took up a multi-pronged attack on the movement and in Manala we lost ten 
comrades in a covert massacre by the police. Many comrades who joined the movement 
before her left the movement in their dozens after these combings and the Manala massacre. 
But Vasantha never thought of turning back. She continued in the squad withstanding all 
kinds of difficulties and enemy attacks. 
She worked in Kamareddy squad and in the Sirpur and Chennur areas. She worked in the 
Ellareddy squad till July and then had worked in Kamareddy and Sircilla areas by the time of 
her martyrdom. While she was participating in the resistance programmes according to the 
divisional committee’s decision, the enemy attacked their squad camping area on November 
19th in Jogapur forest. She resisted the enemy heroically and retreated safely. While she was 
coming back to meet the squad there was another encounter in Manigad hills on November 
22, at 5 p.m. and she died in that encounter by spilling her warm blood. 
Surrenders, martyrdoms, mother becoming mad, her sister and brother becoming orphans 
since her father migrated to Bombay to escape police harassment – none of these could 
shake her undaunted revolutionary spirit and determination. She upheld the martyrdoms. She 
hated those who licked the boots of the enemies. She always saw her family as one among 
the people. Always with a smile on her face she used to mix up with even new persons by 
talking in a friendly manner. She always expressed her views frankly without any hesitation. If 
she had committed any mistakes due to lack of knowledge about work methods she was 
always ready to learn from criticisms from her fellow comrades and the leadership comrades 
and strived hard to get rid of those shortcomings. At the same time she used to criticize any 
wrongs in the practice of her fellow comrades and leadership comrades. She tried to learn 
new things continuously. If anybody fell ill she used to serve them like a mother. She could be 
friendly even with people who opposed her in certain things. Vasantha did not tolerate 
patriarchy at all. It is really a big loss to the Nizamabad movement to have lost Jyothi who had 
so many exemplary revolutionary qualities. It is only by overthrowing this exploitative society 
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by imbibing qualities such as determination, sacrifice, frankness, straight forward behaviour, 
motherly love, friendliness from Com. Jyothi that we can give a fitting homage to her.  
  
Comrade Rajita 
 
Martyrdom : ..11-2005 
 
Comrade Mamata (Khammam) 
 
Martyrdom : ..-..-2005 
 
Comrade Injamuri Mariamma (Vijaya)  
 
Martyrdom : 10-12-2005 
 
Com. Mariamma (26) was born in Gogulapadu village of Gurajala mandal in Guntur dt. She 
was the only daughter of her poor, dalit parents and they doted on her. Her village was one of 
the centres of class struggle in Palnadu. From 1990, anti-feudal struggles raged in that 
village. Though there are three police stations all round the village within a distance of one 
hour, the villagers always gave shelter to the guerillas. Three persons were recruited into the 
movement from this village. Vijaya was one of them. Such was the history of the village in 
which Mariamma was born.  
With the inspiration of the class struggles in her village, she decided to join the movement as 
a PR. At that time her parents fixed her marriage. Just one week before the marriage, she 
escaped from her house and tried to contact the party. But she did not get the contact. She 
tried for the contact by doing odd jobs for about three months. Finally she got hold of the party 
contact and said she wanted to join the squad. But the party suggested that she work in the 
women's organization in a village for six months. She accepted and later joined the squad in 
1998. Due to poverty, she could study only up to 2nd standard. So she learnt to read and 
write in the squad. She worked in the Dachepalli squad from 1998 to 2000. Later she worked 
in the Chandravanka squad for some days. In 2001-02, she took up the responsibility of 
women's organization in the Veldurty area as a squad member. She played a good role in the 
anti-arrack struggles which took place on a vast scale in the area. She used to do all her 
duties in the squad and gradually developed into an ACM in 2003 and became the 
commander of Dachepalli. In that period, she took up struggles on various peasant problems. 
She was transferred to Chandravanka area in 2004. There she led the deluge of struggles 
against the Adigoppula land lords. In 2004, utilizing the flexibility during the "Talks" period, 
she led the mobilizations of vast numbers of people in various activities. She encouraged 
people to build Martyr's Columns in many villages. 
Vijaya participated actively in many military actions. She led the women's team which 
annihilated a notorious goon named Vali of Julakallu village. She participated in the 
annihilations of Naramalapadu and Adigoppula land lords. She played an active role in the 
bus ambush conducted in July 2004. She participated actively in the rocket attack on Durgi 
PS, the raids on police stations at Addanki, Nandigam and Chilakaluripet and on the NCC 
camp. She was part of the assault teams in these raids and played a crucial role in their 
success. Weapons were seized in all of them. Due to her military prowess, she was given the 
responsibility of B section commander in the newly formed platoon in 2004, the first PL in 
Guntur dt. She played an active role in all the military actions conducted by the PL.  
Vijaya wrote many stories and poems in the name of "Hai Tsia" which is the name of the 
militia heroine in a China novel. She wrote paper statements in an effective style. She led the 
squads coordinating organizational, political and military tasks.  
She later developed into the Chandravanka ACS in 2006. While working there, on December 
10, 2005 an encounter took place with the police and her partner Com. Sunil was martyred in 
front of her eyes. But she fought the enemy valiantly alone till she fell down to enemy bullets. 
Let us pay red homage to this brave daughter of Palnadu. 
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Comrade Sitham Vijaya (Latha) 
 
Martyrdom : 13-12-2005 
 
Com. Vijaya (18) was born in a poor dalit family in the village Ramapuram of Dachepalli 
mandal, Guntur dt. This village is known for struggle against the upper caste land lords. The 
land lord Achireddy had banished the dalit basti in 1990 and conspired to kill the Sangam 
youth. He collected weapons and boasted that he would create another Karamchedu and 
Tsunduru (massacres of dalits had taken place in these two villages). The party had 
annihilated him before he could perpetuate such a blood bath. Such was the challenge thrown 
by the dalit basti of Ramapuram to the upper caste land lords of Palnadu.  This village served 
as the centre for the class struggle in the Dachepalli area.  
Seven persons were recruited into the party from this village and six out of them had become 
martyrs in the movement. Com. Vijaya was one of them. Vijaya's mother was a close 
sympathizer of the party and had brought up her daughter with the aspiration that she should 
become a guerilla. She used to tell her daughter stories about the condition of the village 
before the party entered and after the party activities started. After Vijaya turned 16, her 
mother brought her to the squad and Vijaya was recruited into the Naguleti Squad in the 
presence of her mother at the end of 2003. Her mother's education and her own committment 
towards the people had turned her into a revolutionary. From that day, she changed her name 
to Latha and participated actively in the activities of the squad. She mobilized people for 
meetings and consolidated them into Sangams.  
She participated in the Chilakaluripet and Addanki raids on police stations. She was injured in 
an encounter at Marrivemula hills in Prakasam dt on December 10, 2005. But she escaped 
from the spot and retreated alone. After walking for 2, 3 days along with those injuries, she 
reached Sirigitipadu forest area in Guntur dt. Hundreds of police combed the Palnadu area 
and she was caught unarmed and in an injured state in the forest. They killed her in cold 
blood and announced that a woman naxalite was killed in an encounter. 
 
Comrade Isrubai 
 
Martyrdom :..12-2005 
 

Nearly 25 years back Com. Isrubai lost her left leg in the infamous police 
firing in Indravelli on April 20, 1981. This incident was likened to 
Jallianwalah Bagh massacre. She was ailing since some days and died in 
December 2005. She was 65. She belonged to the village Pitta Bongaram 
of Indravelli mandal of Adilabad district. When thousands of Adivasis were 
converging at Indravalli for a public meeting to discuss their problems and 
find a solution, the police opened fire on the innocent Adivasis to disrupt the 
meeting and killed them. Isrubai could not bear the killings of the adivasis in 
such a brutal manner. She was a brave woman who killed one of the 

policemen there. A total of 13 adivasis died in this incident and many more were injured. 
Isrubai was one of them. Many Adivasi organizations’ leaders paid homage to her. The CPI 
(Maoist) Party Adilabad district Committee also paid homage to her.  
 
Comrade Modiyam Budri (30) 
 
Martyrdom : 20-12-2005 
 
Comrade Kanakalakshmi (Lalitha)  
 
Martyrdom : 11-01-2006 
 
Com. Kanakalakshmi was born in Medaram village of Dharmaram mandal in Karimnagar dt. 
Their family was poor. She was the second among three sisters. She studied till 10th 
standard and joined in Intermediate in Karimnagar. But she had to discontinue her studies 
due to economic problems. Lalitha had seen the exploitation and oppression of the land lords 
from her childhood. In her family her father was a drunkard and sadist. He had relations with 
some other woman and had written the one acre land and house in his brother's name. Since 
then, conflict started between the father on one side and the mother with her three daughters 
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on one side. A caste panchayat was held but the bad gentry who conducted it are so corrupt 
that they took bribes and banished the mother and daughters from the caste. Lalitha began 
thinking about the root cause of such atrocities on the weaker sections of the society.  
Lalitha's brother-in-law was in contact with the party. Through him Lalitha came into the 
contact of the party in 2000. She began meeting the party people from then on. She 
introduced women from her village to the party. When the campaign batches came to the 
village for conducting propaganda, she mobilized women to attend those meetings and made 
them sing songs too. After the meetings, police came and enquired as to who met the squad, 
who sang songs etc. They arrested the women, councelled them against the movement and 
released them. Lalitha was given a warning not to meet the squad again as she was the main 
person who organized the women and her family was banished too.  
From then on, the land lords and bad gentry village came to know that she had contacts with 
the party and that she might go into the party and so kept an eye on her. After leaving her 
studies she began working as a private teacher in Medaram. In the panchayats held for 
solving her family's problem, she used to talk back against the bad gentry. She even booked 
a case against her father. So her father and the bad gentry began propagating that she had 
contact with the party and harassed her by informing the police. 
During that period, the party could not meet her for some time. So she learnt computer for 
some days in Karimnagar. She worked as a nurse in Karimnagar. When she came to visit the 
village, they used to propagate that she had gone into the party. Her family problem became 
more complex. At that time some psuedo naxalites contacted her and told her that they were 
party people too and that they would solve her problem. She believed them and went with 
them. She was arrested with them with a country gun. She spent three months in Warangal 
jail. After her release she finally met the party again and got recruited into the party in 
October, 2004.  
She looked after the women work and students work in the area. She was promoted to the 
LOS committee in 2005. 
Lalitha was a disciplined comrade and mingled well with the cadres and leadership well. She 
had good initiative and made contacts easily. She listened to the people's problems and 
thought about the solutions to them. She always fought against any form of patriarchy. She 
felt that women too should come into leadership positions. She tried to develop herself for this 
task and helped other women comrades to develop too.  
She learnt to give medicines and became the squad doctor. She taught others too. She 
served the patients in the squad well and helped them recover. 
Such a promising, educated, conscious woman comrade was killed by the inhuman police in 
an ambush. Let us pledge to fight till the end to carry forward her dreams for a new society 
where women are not oppressed. 
 
Comrade Oyam Yenki 
 
Martyrdom : 29-01-2006 
 
Com. Yenki was born in Gommepad village of Kunta taluq, Dantewada dt. She was the third 
child of her parents. She had an elder sister, an elder brother, two younger brothers and a 
younger sister. She was born in a poor peasant family in the Dorla tribe. 
She came close to the party since she was a child. Since her whole family was participating in 
the actvities of various sangams she never used to miss even one programme. She was very 
much interested in songs, dances and meetings. She had good attachment with the party. 
She was in the Bal Sangam at first and then worked in the KAMS. She wanted to join the 
squad but party did not agree as she was too young. But she insisted and got recruited in 
January 2003 at the age of 16. 
The DVC appreciated the militant nature in Yenki and sent her to Konta squad where they 
closely guided her in political and military matters. Later she was transferred to Kistaram LGS. 
After working for some days, she was transferred to Pamed LGS. She was given party 
membership in 2004. Later she was transferred to Company-2. She fulfilled her 
responsibilities with enthusiasm in the company. Within a short time she won the affections of 
her comrades. The Company party committee discussed about her development and gave 
her the responsibility as the section deputy commander. She was always with a smile on her 
lips and energetic. She was always in the forefront in doing exercises and in taking up difficult 
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tasks. Yenki was a hard working model guerilla. That is why everybody tried to take her as an 
ideal. 
Yenki was in the forefront in facing the attacks of fascist Salwa Judum in Dantewada and 
Bijapur in 2005. She followed the caution of the commander in ambushes and raids. She did 
not leave till she fulfilled her tasks. She saw it to its end.  
The party in DK decided to annihilate the Salwa Judum goondas in the rahat sibirs (relief 
camps) where they are perpetuating atrocities on women and children especially. As part of 
this the Gangalur sibir was raided with a force of 400 persons led by the main forces and in 
which soldiers of secondary and base forces also participated. This was named 'Operation 
Gangalur'. Eight SPOs (Special Police Officers) and Salwa Judum goons were killed and ten 
more were injured. Some more of them were given warning and let off. During the raid Com. 
Yenki, a section deputy commander in Platoon-2 led a team to raid another den of the 
goondas. But the two inch mortar shell launched by the enemy fell near the team and the 
mines nearby also exploded. Com. Yenki and three militia members lost their lives in this 
explosion on January 29, 2006. 
 
Comrade Koram Ramadevi 
 
Martyrdom :..-01-2006 
 

Com. Rajitha was martyred in a fake encounter at Bonthagutta in 
the Somalagadda forest area in January 2006. She was born in a 
poor family in Mukunur village of Karimnagar district. She was the 
eldest child of her parents. She studied upto sixth standard but 
could not continue after that due to poverty. Rajitha had immense 
confidence and respect for the party since childhood. She used to 
sing revolutionary songs since she was a child and talk to women 
about party politics and methods. 
Rajitha was married at the age of 15 to Gauranna who was a 
revolutionary mass organization leader. Both of them wanted to 
come into the party. But Gauranna died due to illness. Rajitha also 
became ill and faced difficulties and so her joining the squad was 

postponed.  
She finally got recruited into the squad in December 2004. As a LGS member she worked as 
a teacher and doctor in the squad and undertook any task given to her. She was in the 
forefront in all works and worked with determination. She used to mingle well with the 
comrades and wished everyone with a smile on her face. She competed with other comrades 
in hard work and worked day and night with patience and steely determination.  
When some people who were recruited along with her surrendered to the enemy she used to 
feel she should take up the work of 10 more people for the sake of revolution. She helped her 
fellow comrades who could not go to school to learn quickly. She helped everyone. Though 
Rajitha is no more amongst us, let us learn from her patience, determination, immense 
confidence and skill. Let us carry forward her revolutionary spirit. 
 
Comrade Mariamma (Latha) 
 
Martyrdom : ..-01-2006 
 
Comrade Nagireddy Eswaramma (Savitri) 
 
Martyrdom : 05-02-2006 
 
Gorky had immortalized a working class woman in his novel ‘Mother’. On the back cover of 
the book are given the photographs of the original persons who inspired the characters of the 
mother and son (Nilovna and Pavel). If ever a novel is to be written on such mothers in the AP 
movement, Comrade Eswaramma would be one of the first choices to be the inspiration for 
such a character. In the novel Nilovna learns about the movement through her son while our 
own ‘mother’ Eeswaramma inspired her children to join the movement. Not stopping at that 
she herself became an activist, squad member and a PR for the Party. Only a “People’s War” 
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can inspire even children and old persons to participate in revolutionary activities. Let us learn 
about the life journey of this unique revolutionary. 
Before the revolutionaries entered her village, Eeswaramma was one of those typical village 
women working hard to meet ends, without much property but 4 mouths to feed (a son and 
three daughters), a non cooperative husband, and a frail body with not a pound of flesh, in 
fact, nothing extraordinary. Such women can be seen in all poor, backward villages of AP or 
for that matter in any village of India. But she made a decision in her life which proved to be a 
turning point and changed her life into an extraordinary life. She decided to join hands with 
the revolutionaries of erstwhile CPI (ML) (People’s War), when they promised to end all 
exploitation and oppression in this society. She was deeply inspired by the lofty aims of the 
Party. Once she believed in revolution she did not confine it to herself. She led her whole 
family into it. Such is the depth of her belief. When Party organizers used to visit her house as 
single organizers, she used to feed them and stood in sentry the whole night till they left in 
spite of back breaking work in the fields by the day. They were always given farewell with 
words of advice about safety measures to be taken while roaming the villages. Now she 
decided that she would not just love her children as her own but would love all revolutionaries 
as her own. Organizers and activists never went without shelter or food as long as she was 
there in the village. She used to give information on class enemies and the police movements 
to the party. Thus she studied the weak and strong points of the enemy. 
 
Gradually all her children chose to become full timers of the Party. She was very attached to 
her children but she steeled her resolve and bid farewell to them one by one. Now squads 
were functioning in the area in the place of single organizers. Not only her house continued to 
be a shelter but now she also frequented the squads. She used to go to meet the squads and 
sometimes she stayed with them for a few days. Some times it was with the squads in which 
her children were present; sometimes it was some other squad. She also donned pants and 
shirt and demanded that she be assigned sentry duty and other duties in the squad. 
Youngsters in the squads used to find it extremely inspiring to see her work along with them.  
And she in turn looked after them as her own children. 
 
The police raided her home many times but she always fought back militantly with the help of 
other villagers especially women. The local police were terrified of this frail woman. She used 
to inspire courage in other women whose children have also gone into the squads. She 
exchanged her experience of fighting the enemy with them when they raided her house and 
inspired them to do so. 
 
One of her daughters had left the Party with her husband after a few years of Party life but 
she never supported her decision and always sided with the movement along with her other 
children. Comrade Lakshmi whom his son married in the Party had been killed in a fake 
encounter in January 2005. She loved her daughter-in-law and was very sad with her 
untimely death but she vowed to carry forward her aim. 

 
Gradually it became increasingly difficult for her to stay 
in the village with increased repression especially after 
the 'Talks' and she had to shift from the village. In that 
course, she was caught and tortured along with two 
other comrades and brutally murdered. Chandrababu 
Naidu’s police killed 2 year old child Mounika and the 
YSR Government did not hesitate to take the life of an 
old mother of 4 children.  
One is reminded of Tao Cheng’s family in Chinese 

revolution if we look at the way she involved herself and her children for the cause of 
revolution. She has given the ultimate sacrifice for the success of the protracted people’s war. 
Her saga continues to inspire generations of revolutionaries. Let us bow our heads in humble 
homage to our own ‘Mother’ and ‘Tao Cheng’ Of Indian Revolution. 
 
Comrade Somidi (Soni) (Parvati) 
 
Martyrdom :02-04-2006 
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Com. Parvathi was born in a poor adivasi family in Chennapur village 
of Charla mandal of Khammam district. So she had to work hard 
since her childhood to help out her family. She was influenced by the 
party politics and joined the mass organization. She mobilized 
women against patriarchal oppression and adivasi oppressive 
customs and worked enthusiastically in the organization. Whenever 
the party conducted political classes or meetings she used to be 
present without fail. Due to increased enemy repression she joined 
the squads. She fulfilled all the tasks entrusted to her with great 
determination. She learnt to read and write within a short period. In 
the joint operations by the Chattisgarh and Andhra police in the 

border areas undertaken with the aim of crushing the movement, Com. Somidi was martyred 
in an encounter on their squad on April 2, 2006. Though she was a new recruit she fought 
valiantly and laid down her life while fighting the enemy. 
 
Comrade Vijaya 
 
Martyrdom : 02-04-2006 
 

Com. Vijaya was born in Rampur village of Usur mandal of 
Khammam district in a poor adivasi family. She used to work hard 
since childhood. She opposed her forceful marriage by the village 
elders and joined the squad in 2005. She became used to the 
squad life within a short period and learnt to read and write with 
determination. She was always in the forefront in doing the tasks 
given to her. She mingled well with one and all and learnt new 
things with great attentiveness. In an encounter on April 2, 2006 
near Mukunur village, Com. Vijaya was martyred. Though the 
enemy outnumbered them by many times she fought with them 
bravely and laid down her life while facing the enemy 
courageously. 
 

Comrade Radha  
 
Martyrdom :02-04-2006 
 
Com. Radha belonged to the village Peddapalli in Chityal mandal of Warangal distritct in a 
poor family. Radha grew up in an atmosphere of revolutionary politics. Her sister Com. Radha 
had died in an encounter with the police near Kothur of Mulugu mandal of Warangal district. 
After this incident, Radha's commitment doubled and she was eager to join the movement. 
She used to meet the squad and worked secretly in the village. She was furious when some 
ex-naxalites resorted to anarchic activities in the village in the name of the party and fought 
their ill deeds.  
Radha joined the squad as a full timer in May 2002 and worked in the Chityal squad and the 
SGS. When in Chityal, she worked as the member of LOS committee. In 2004, she married 
Com. Shyam. She was transferred to JNM and worked along with Shyam in the cultural field 
till both of them were martyred in Mukunur encounter in 2005. Radha fought against any 
manifestations of patriarchy in the squad. She opined strongly that special women meetings 
should be held on women issues. In the 2005 special meeting she frankly expressed her 
opinion on some wrong attitudes held by men comrades about women. She had health 
problems but was always cheerful and enthused other comrades. She went out for treatment 
and came back to the squad and was still in rest when the Mukunur encounter took place. It is 
a serious loss for the district cultural movement to have a lost an artiste like Radha who had 
developed in such a short time. She had the potential to develop into a very good artiste. 
Women comrades have lost a consistent fighter against patriarchy in the party. 
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Comrade Savitri (Kumari) 
 
Martyrdom: 02-04-2006 
 
Savitri was born in Damerathogu village of Gundala mandal of Khammam district. She was 
interested in songs and dance from her childhood and so the party had encouraged her to join 
JNM and get training. She happily agreed and went to Hyderabad. There she got herself 
trained in cultural skills. She participated actively in the cultural programs and had given 
performances all over the state along with the JNM team. When repression increased, she 
heeded the call of the party and joined the Manugur squad as a member. Into the hard life of 
the guerillas she brought song and dance and filled them with enthusiasm. She taught them 
what she had learnt in the cultural field. She learnt to read and write within a short time and 
strived hard to develop herself. She was an adivasi comrade and opposed forced marriages 
and authority of the tribal elders. She was conscious about women's rights and fought for 
them. Com. Savitri was martyred in the Mukunur encounter. The movement had lost a trained 
cultural artiste who had dedicated her life for the new democratic revolution.  
 
Comrade Rani  
 
Martyrdom : 05-04-2006 
 
Comrade Kumari 
 
Martyrdom : 05-04-2006 
 
Comrade Renuka (Sake Laxmi Devi) 
 
Martyrdom : 28-04-2006 
 
Comrade Sunita (Uppara Chandrakala) 
 
Martyrdom : 28-04-2006 
 
Comrade Swarna (Boya Varalamma) 
 
Martyrdom : 28-04-2006 
 
Comrade Pravina (Ponanki Nagaveni) 
 
Martyrdom : 28-04-2006 
 
Comrade Bhagya (Boya Ratnamma) 
 
Martyrdom : 28-04-2006 
 
Comrade Kumari (Saroja) 
 
Martyrdom : 28-04-2006 
 
Comrade Uma 
 
Martyrdom : 30-04-2006 
 
Comrade Jhansi (Basupaka Devi) 
 
Martyrdom : 30-04-2006 
  
Comrade Uma (Mirabi)  
 
Martyrdom : 15-05-2006 
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Comrade Jaya (Chandrakala)  
 
Comrade Irme (Kumari) 
 
Martyrdom : 19-05-2006 
 

Irme was born in Pedatekuguda village of Kalimela block in Malkangiri dt in a 
Koya middle class family. She had one elder sister and a younger brother. 
According to the tribe's tradition she was married off at a young age. After 
she gave birth to three children her life went through many ups and downs. 
She came to know that her husband was having relations with another 
woman. So she brought him to trial in the village court and took divorce from 
him. It is very common among the adivasis to get a second wife. Even in the 

plains where this is not the norm, women bear with such situations. But Irme could not bear 
such a situation and the divorce shows how much she values her individuality. She set an 
example for many women like her. Her husband thought that she would listen to him if he took 
the children but she was ready to give her children whom she loved so much than 
surrendering to him. The myth of motherhood accepted defeat in front of her individuality. 
She stayed with her parents and joined a self-help group of the government. She became its 
secretary and established a shop with its economic assistance. Since it was a movement area 
which was inseparably linked with the armed struggle for the establishment of people's power, 
she naturally came under its influence. Simultaneously the activities of the Adivasi Viplava 
Mahila Sangam increased in that area. It held meetings in many villages and exposed how 
bogus these government sponsored self-help groups were. Kumari understood the politics 
behind such reforms and so she dissolved the group of which she was the secretary. After 
some days she closed her shop also and became an activist of AVMS. She worked for some 
days in the militia too. Within a short period she became a party member and became part of 
the village cell. She took up the responsibility of AVMS as a cell member. 
In this period she led many struggles against the opressive customs and traditions and the 
authority of adivasi chiefs and priests. She participated actively in the struggles for fair prices 
for forest and agricultural produce and mobilized women on a vast scale. She organized the 
tendu leaf and bamboo labourers and fought for increase in wages. She led the campaigns 
against liquour and other such social evils to increase the consciouness of the people. 
With the inspiration of these struggles she decided to become a PR. As part of that she got 
military training in the recruitment camp held at Pujariguda in February 2005. When she was 
doing all the difficult items too with so much of enthusiasm and determination nobody could 
remember that she was the mother of three children. On the last day (February 20) enemy 
attacked the camp in hundreds. Comrades Dulal and Swetha were martyred and Anil was 
injured in both the legs. Anil retreated some distance and then fell down unconscious. Kumari 
lifted him up and took him to a safe place literally giving him a new life. 
This terrible attack could not deter her and she continued firmly in the path of revolution. She 
joined the Kalimela squad. She mingled very easily with all her fellow comrades. She cared 
for the people's needs and taught politics to them. She had deep understanding about 
women's problems. She could speak for hours together keeping the listeners hypnotized. She 
gave a call to the women to fight for equality of man and woman on the occasion of March 8, 
2006 which still reverberates in the hearts of the people inspiring them to fight. More than a 
thousand people attended that meeting. Even after speaking for a long time, she said that she 
wanted to speak more about the anguish of women and spoke for some more time. Her 
initiative serves as an ideal for the young activists. 
She was always ready to either ambush the police or attack the land lords/sahukars. She 
used to fight if women were not selected for such tasks. Party decided to fight for fair prices 
for groundnuts. If the sahukars do not accept the demand it was decided to conduct a famine 
raid. A team was constituted to fight back any resistance from them. When she was selected 
for that team she fought and proudly became its member. She played an active role in fighting 
back the resistance. She gave a thorough beating to the goons who tried to attack the people. 
In this manner she became a reliable comrade in the squad within a short period. She was 
always ready to take up tasks however difficult they may be. Her dictionary did not have the 
words - 'I do not know'. In April 2006, the recruitment camp for 16 students was successfully 
held with minimum protection. It was possible due to active role of Kumari. 
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Kumari loved to sing and dance, especially the adivasi dances. She was always cheerful and 
kept others happy too. She learnt to read and write in the squad. She strived hard to learn 
Odiya.  
Due to her constant efforts and creative work she soon was promoted to the AC. She took up 
the responsibility of AVMS in two RPC areas as an ACM. 
On May 30, 2006 Kumari was in kitchen duty. The squad had finished political classes for the 
Bal Sangam members and camped near a village. So there were 20 girls and boys with the 
squad on that day. Kumari and Bimala had laid down their lives to save these children on that 
day. When she came to know that enemy was approaching, she fired composedly with other 
comrades and helped new comrades and Bal Sangam members to escape safely. As she 
was ill, comrades asked her to retreat. But she went on fighting with class hatred. Police fired 
rapidly from behind and she died in that firing. Kumari's martyrdom is a great loss to the 
division movement and to the women's movement. Let us imbibe her revolutionary qualities 
so that victory can be brought nearer. 
 
Comrade Kese (Bimala) 
 
Martyrdom : 30-05-2006 
 
Kese (18) was born in a poor family belonging to the Koya tribe of Chinna Tekuguda of 
Bodigatta panchayat. She had two younger sisters and a younger brother. Since her mother 
was ill, Kese had to look after the responsibilities at home. 
As her village was actively participating in the movement, she could not confine herself to 
home. She participated actively in the movement against oppressive traditions, customs and 
forced marriages. She also fought against chiefs and priests along with other villagers. She 
participated in the struggles for fair prices, increase in wages and in anti-liquor struggles. She 
also joined the militia in the village. After working for six months in the militia, she decided to 
become a full timer in the squad. Some persons from her village had joined the squads but 
had come back home due to various reasons. Bimala did not get disappointed by seeing 
them. She understood it as their political weakness and went ahead. She became a full timer 
during PLGA day. She was sent as Potteru Squad member. She did all tasks given to her with 
discipline. She talked less and was very determined. Though she became weak due to 
continuous malaria and her mother put pressure on her to come home, she told her that she 
would never come back. 
In the encounter on May 30, 2006, she did not panick and immediately took up her weapon 
and kit and went into cover. She fought with the enemy along with Kumari and other 
comrades. While retreating she was hit by the enemy bullets and laid down her life.  
Let us pledge to carry forward her lofty aims. 
 
Comrade Athlam Bhime (Somli) 
 
Martyrdom : ..-05-2006 
 
Comrade Rajita (Boya Suvarna) 
 
Martyrdom : 17-06-2006 
 
Comrade Latha (Kasani Salamma)     
 
Martyrdom : 20-06-2006 
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Comrade Tummala Padma (Swaroopa) 
 
Martyrdom : 27-06-2006 
 
Com. Padma was born in an ordinary family in Panjugula village of Kalwakurthy mandal of 

Mahboobnagar district. Right from her childhood she used to herd 
cattle and help her parents as their eldest child. After she grew up 
she was married to a person from Gundloor village of the same 
mandal. Since her husband was a revolutionary activist she got 
interested in revolutionary politics and both of them decided to join 
the party as full timers. But by that time they had a small child. But 
they were determined to join the squad and so they left the six 
month old baby with his family members and joined the squads. 
Leaving behind her small baby, she continued along with her fellow 
comrades in the movement and developed herself into a party 
member and then into the deputy commander of the Nallamala 
squad. She worked at first in the Upper Plot area and later she 
worked among the Chenchu adivasis and the fishermen on the river 
Krishna. She participated in the struggles against the corruption of 

ITDA and Girijan stores and against the fishing company owners who exploited the fishermen. 
She was very patient as a deputy commander and mingled well with the squad members. 
Though her physical condition did not allow her to scale the big mountains in the Nallamala 
forest, she continued to put in lots of efforts. It is not an exaggeration if we say that there was 
nobody in that area who did not know Swaroopa. That was the way she mingled with the 
people. She never expressed the desire to be with her baby and always believed that only a 
better society that will allow true relationships to prosper and so worked for that aim till her 
death. Her life is an example for all of us to follow. In two police firings on Upper Plot and 
Nallamala squads she fought bravely with the enemy. In the greyhound police attack on the 
squad near Sangidigundala in January 2006, she was martyred along with eight other 
comrades. Just two days before the encounter, she was bitten by a snake and was in a weak 
condition when they were attacked. This was one of the most ghastly incidents in the history 
of the revolutionary movement in AP and the greyhounds true to their name killed our beloved 
comrades in a cold blooded manner.  
 
Comrade Indira (Manjula) 
 
Martyrdom : 27-06-2006 
 
Com. Indira was born in a middle class dalit family in the Pedamoola village of Chandampet 
mandal of Nalgonda district. She was attracted by the revolutionary movement and joined as 
a full timer in 2002. She worked in the South Telangana platoon and was later shifted to 
Nallamala division. She worked hard as a squad member and developed into an AC member. 
She married a fellow comrade. She learnt to read and write. She put a proposal before the 
party that she wants work in an organizational squad. So she was shifted back to South 
Telangana. During that period she was killed in the encounter at Sangidi Gundala. She was a 
disciplined soldier and was always helpful to others. She was simple and straight forward. 
She serves as a model to all of us with such good qualities.  
 
Comrade Madhavi (Saidamma) 18 
 
Martyrdom : 27-06-2006 
 
Com. Madhavi was born in the village Avulonibaavi of the Uppununthala mandal of 
Mahboobnagar district in an ordinary Yadav family. When she was a child, her father had left 
them and married another woman. So it was her mother who brought her up by working as a 
daily wage laborer. She even managed to send Madhavi to school till 7th standard. In her 
teens Saidamma fell in love with a young relative. He became a full time activist of the party. 
After some time she also decided to become a full timer for the party. She joined as a full 
timer in September 2005. At first the main reason for her joining was because her husband 
was a full time activist. But she very quickly learnt the party politics and dedicated her life to 
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the people. She became a member of the first platoon. As she fell ill, it became increasingly 
difficult for her to continue in this work. Even while the party was thinking of shifting her to 
some other work, she died in the encounter at Sangidi Gundala in June 2006.  There is a lot 
we have to learn from her.  
 
Comrades Suguna (Gangamma)18, Padma (Kotamma)16, Pushpa (Lingamma) 
17,(Sivudu) 
 
Martyrdom : 27-06-2006 
 
The three Chenchu daughters of the soil – Gangamma (Suguna), Lingamma (Pushpa) and 
Kotamma (Padma) were born and brought up in Appapur of Lingal mandal of Mahboobnagar 
district. Since there was an Government Ashram School in the village they studied there in 
the primary section. As the whole village was in contact with the party they were influenced by 
the politics since they were young and came into contact with the squad. They started 
questioning the exploitation and oppression in the village. They opposed the traditional 
marriages in the village and decided to join the squad. Actually the party was also keen to 
recruit people from the Chenchus in that core area. They were recruited and were being 
trained for the squad life. Within four days they had an encounter with the police near 
Eerlapenta. But the girls showed exemplary courage and withstood in that incident. Within five 
days, there was an encounter again at Sangidi Gundala on June 27, 2006 and the cruel grey 
hounds police killed these three adivasi young women along with a adivasi boy named 
Sivudu. He belonged to the Appayapalli village and was herding cattle since childhood. He 
was also interested in joining the squads and so he had joined just a few days before the 
encounter. Chenchus are one of the most backward tribes of India and they had been kept in 
such backwardness by the government even after almost 60 yrs of so called ‘independence’. 
They had joined the movement as they had realized there won’t be any improvement in their 
lives unless this exploitative society is overthrown and an egalitarian society is established. 
Their martyrdom once again exposes how callous this government can be that it does not 
hesitate to kill such poor, young boys and girls in the name of crushing the movement. 
 
Comrade Anju 
 
Martyrdom : ..-06-2006 
 
Com. Anju joined the party when she was 15 years old as a full timer. She was very 
enthusiastic towards the party work and paid special attention to whatever she did. She was 
responsible, disciplined and had will power for achieving her task. She was very amicable 
with women, men, with people of her age, with children and others. She was an exemplary 
comrade. She developed revolutionary and communist characters like commitment and 
firmness. She advanced step by step in the revolutionary movement. She had lot of hopes in 
the party and revolutionary movement. At times a small mistake would lead to a heavy price. 
This is what happened in the case of Com. Anju.  
Martyr Com. Anju (Jhamur Marandi) was born in Jambuni village in the limits of the Kanksa 
police station in Bardwan district in West Bengal in a middle class peasant family she studied 
until 5th class. She joined the party in 1999. She started working in the women’s front, 
organizing the women. In a short time she started wielding the weapon in the squad. In 2000 
when Jharkhand state was formed she was recruited into the women guerilla squad. Later 
this guerilla squad was combined with PL-30. Then she became a member of this PL. She 
fulfilled her responsibility in imparting political training to the women comrades in the platoon. 
Later the PL-30 and PL-35 were merged to form a company in the erstwhile MCCI. Then she 
became a member in the company party committee. She took medical training and took up 
the responsibilities of a doctor. She had a good role in developing the company politically and 
molding it in a disciplined manner. She was firm regarding discipline. She was keen on 
learning to read and write. She was the in-charge of the medical team in the company. Her 
nature was heroic, stable and serious. She had the capability to lead the guerillas. She was 
part of many raids and ambushes. She played a good role in these actions. In June 2006 she 
was in Assault group 2 in the short surprise attack on the Jhumra STF, CRPF camp in Bokaro 
district in Jharkhand. 
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This assault group went very near the camp, attacking and occupying all the rooms. 
According to the plan this group chased away one sentry. But it could not control another 
sentry since there was severe firing from it. It tried to advance with fire and movement. But 
the enemy concentrated LMG firing in this place and so it was difficult to advance. A comrade 
operating SLR asked Com. Anju to fire while he was changing his empty magazine. Then 
Com. Anju peeped out of her cover to observe the movements of the enemy. Exactly at that 
moment she was hit by a bullet on the mouth and it pierced through. In a few seconds she 
lost her life. Com. Anju was the first woman martyr who died fighting with the enemy in 
Jharkhand. Her martyrdom is especially a heavy loss for Bihar- Jharkhand. She was 
exemplary among the front rank, efficient women in PLGA in the dynamic, strategic area of BJ 
SAC. 
There is a lot of necessity of leading women guerillas, commanders and warriors for the 
PLGA. In such a situation it is a severe loss to have lost Com. Anju. The Jharkhand region, 
the whole party and the PLGA ranks were sad with her martyrdom. It is impossible to forget 
her. Her loss cannot be fulfilled. It is a challenge to fulfill her loss. There is a necessity for 
many more 'Anju's. We can fight back the enemy offensive and take a qualitative step forward 
in the revolutionary movement only when thousands of Anjus come up. Only then it would be 
possible to develop guerilla war into mobile war and PLGA into PLA and guerilla zone into a 
liberated area. Now there is a necessity to bring thousands of young women and women into 
the people’s army and prepare many women into efficient warriors like Anju. It is possible only 
when we take the revolutionary and communist characteristics of Com. Anju as an ideal and 
follow them. We have to study the life history of Com. Anju, take her revolutionary and 
communist characters as ideal and mold ourselves into such an exemplary guerilla. Thus 
Com. Anju would be alive in our memories. 
 
Comrade Maadvir Gangi (Kumari) (25) 
 
Martyrdom : 30-06-2006 

 
Comrade Bimla 
 
Martyrdom : 30-06-2006 

 
Comrade Suseela 
 
Martyrdom : ..-06-2006 
 

Comrade Padma 
 
Martyrdom : ..-06-2006 
 

Comrade Vadde Sushila 
 
Martyrdom : ..-07-2006 
 
Com. Sushila was killed by her husband and the village bad gentry in Messi village in 
Prathappur area of North Bastar division in July 2006. They buried her corpse. She used to 
oppose the village elders’ evil doings in front of people and she developed herself into a true 
leader of the masses by being in the forefront in people’s resistance struggles. This was the 
main reason for killing her. It was a cruel manifestation of patriarchy too. 
Sushila chose to marry Satru of Messi village at the young age of 15 when she had visited 
that village for song and dance programme. It is a norm among the adivasis to go to other 
villages to sing and dance and choose their partners. After they got married both of them 
worked in the mass organizations and used to meet the squad when it visited the village. But 
she went ahead than him in her work in the village KAMS and gradually went on to become 
the village party committee member. She was always to ready to take up tasks given by the 
party. Her husband became jealous of her but she tried to make him see yhings properly and 
opposed his patriarchy. 
When the village bad gentry tried to woo the people away from the party saying that they will 
have to face repression, she reported it to the party. One of them was Sushila’s brother-in-
law. She brought him in front of the people and exposed him. An ordinary woman exposing 
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them in front of the people enraged them. The village priest and some village elders spread 
rumours about her. But she did not care. She increased her activities. She volunteered to be 
in an ambush set up as part of TCOC (tactical counter offensive) campaign. Once when 
police tried to whisk away the mass leaders of Messi village, women under the leadership of 
Sushila resisted the police and got them released. Com. Sajonthi, a martyr from the cultural 
field was her sister-in-law. Inspired by her martyrdom she led the cultural troup at the RPC 
level. All this had angered the village bad gentry. They began influencing Satru in many ways. 
The priest said that there was illness in the family because she was roaming about like that. 
Her brother-in-law also tried to turn him against her by placing doubts in his mind about her 
behaviour. That she did not have children was an added factor. He even told him to get rid of 
her and get another wife.  
Already Satru was jealous that she was the established leader of four, five neighbouring 
villages and was ahead of him. Influenced by them, he began putting restrictions on her 
movements and harassed her mentally and physically. But she told him that she would never 
leave the party. She reported to the GPC (village party committee) when all this became 
unbearable and the party also tried to explain to him. But the harassment continued. Finally 
she got vexed and told her friend that she wanted to become a full timer. Both of them 
decided to do so after the martyrs’ week and dispersed to go for the propaganda campaign of 
the week. After training with the CNM team she rested at home in the night and three CNM 
children also slept with her. Her husband came home drunk and immediately began abusing 
her and hit her on the head with a club. The blood started oozing out of the wound, the 
children cried and tried to stop him but he went on clubbing her and she died on the spot.  
The DK level KAMS conference condemned her murder and made a resolution that her 
murderers should be punished. The people were enraged after they came to know about her 
murder. A people’s court was held with hundreds of people in Messi village. The bad gentry 
tried to escape responsibility at first but at last they had to bow down before people’s fury and 
accept their guilt. Her husband, two of the village bad gentry and two ex-mass organization 
leaders who were their accomplices were beaten by people as punishment. The property of 
the two village bad gentry was seized and distributed among the people. The husband was 
sent away from the village. This incident inspired women and they felt that the revolutionary 
movement would always guard women’s interests. This was people’s justice. And they all 
vowed to carry forward her aims. 
 
Comrade Kadti Penti 
 
Martyrdom : ..-07-2006 
 

 Comrade Kadti penti was given  membership of KAMS range committee 
in 2005 
 
Comrade Rajitha (Susheela) 
 
Martyrdom : 23-07-2006 
 
Rajitha was born in 1974 in Palem village of Palamur (Mahabobnagar) district. It was a 
drought affected district and theirs was a poor family and on top of it she was a daughter in a 
joint family. So she was brought up as an obedient girl with many restrictions and she always 
acted in a responsible manner. Though she had no proper food, no chappals for her feet, only 
torn clothes to wear and no books to read, she used to go to school regularly. As soon as she 
came back from school she used to help her mother in house work. When she was still 
young, just in eighth class, she opened a small retail shop to help her family financially. Thus 
she studied till 10th standard in the village. Her parents thought that the girls have come of 
age and they should be married off. But they were so poor that they decided they could not 
marry them off then and migrated to Hyderabad city in search of livelihood. During summer 
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holidays she worked in a candle factory. After holidays were over she joined in Intermediate in 
a government college.  
 Daily her father used to nag that there is no need for a girl to study. She never cared such 
comments. She went wherever she could learn any new skills free of cost like tailoring, typing, 
computer, shorthand, spoken English etc by walking long distances with determination. She 
fought a war for educating herself. 
She faced sexual harassment from childhood itself and from her own eldest brother. She did 
not understand why all this was happening to her. She believed god would save her from all 
travails and so she used to religiously do puja to all gods praying that her brother should 
change, that her family should prosper and that her conditions should improve. But nothing 
changed. In fact the conditions worsened. Then she joined in degree in a college and came 
into contact with a women’s organization called Mahila Chetana working in Hyderabad-
Secunderabad twin cities. This was a big turning point in her life. She realized that she was 
not alone in facing all these problems, that every woman in this society is facing some or the 
other problem and that the government is encouraging imperialist, obscene culture and 
literature which is giving rise to these problems. She understood that fighting against these 
was the solution to the problems faced by people like her. She also believed strongly that girls 
should learn karate and solve the problem of sexual harassment with self respect. So she 
started learning karate. The problem she faced from her brother was solved with this. But 
other problems cropped up.  
Pressure was built up at home to stop her from learning karate as they thought it would be 
difficult to get her married. On the other hand karate instructors were also sexually harassing 
their girl students and so the girls were dropping out. So she firmly believed that only women 
karate coaches should teach girls if they are to learn freely and tried to develop herself in that 
direction. She became a coach and taught karate free of cost to girls in schools, colleges and 
slums. For that purpose she went cycling to many slums to gather girls. Actually she had a 
very weak body. Though she was a weak baby from birth she used to take lot of care in 
health matters because she did not want it to become a hindrance in learning karate. Though 
she came from a vegetarian family she changed her eating habits after joining the 
organization. She used to be very active and lively with all this. She never fell sick. She 
believed that we can work more if we are healthy.  
Everyday there used to be quarrels at home as they brought new matches for her and they 
also put pressure on her to stop karate. While working in the organization she developed the 
understanding that marriage is a union of two hearts and a union of ideologies and that it 
should not have anything to do with caste, religion, dowry or money. She declared in no 
uncertain manner that she would not have an arranged marriage. She even refused to sit in 
front of the prospective grooms and their families as was the norm. Now beatings 
accompanied scolding. By this time Rajitha was already working as a receptionist in a private 
nursing home. Clashes intensified and she left home after declaring that she can live 
independently. Her sister followed in her footsteps. Her parents thought this act of hers will 
make them lose their prestige in society. So they went to the police and with their backing 
came to the organization’s office and attacked it. They abused the organization in the most 
obscene manner. Finally both the sisters had to announce in a press conference that they 
both were majors and that they had the right to live independently. Everybody supported and 
appreciated their act of bravery.  
Within a short time Rajitha developed as an activist and went on to become the organization’s 
Joint Secretary. Between 1995 and 2003 she was in the forefront in all the activities and 
struggles of the organization and led them militantly. She made the adversaries bow before 
the movement. We can see this in many struggles whether it was the struggle against lifting of 
subsidies, exposing the sham of Chandrababu’s Mahila Janmabhoomi or fighting for water 
facilities in slums or demand for a school building, for implementation of welfare programmes 
or even in Bangalore when their state federation (APCMS) had given a call against the 
Beauty Contest in 1997 and the activists got arrested while doing rasta rokos. The activists 
were dragged by their hair and beaten black and blue till they bled. Instead of deterring her, 
these incidents of state violence only served to increase her hatred against the state. She 
loved to have long hairs. But after the Bangalore arrests she thought that her long hairs came 
in handy for the police to beat her and so she cropped it. She used to look like a boy with her 
short hairs. 
In the year 2000, flood waters inundated Hyderabad. Many slums got submerged and 
thousands of people became homeless. As the convenor of the 'Flood victims Committee of 
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Twin Cities', she participated in the relief campaign and in distributing rice, money and clothes 
to the victims. The MRO embezzled the relief fund which was to reach the slum dwellers and 
sent the police as he could not face the questioning people. Rajitha and six more mass 
organizations’ activists and slum dwellers were arrested as they questioned the police. She 
was kept in police station for two days and in jail for four days. She never lamented the fact 
that she was arrested and tried to get necessary things for those arrested by demanding the 
police. When they tried to take photographs she opposed saying that they were not thieves 
and the police had to backtrack. She used to give slogans non stop every time she was taken 
to the court. In the two days she spent in the police station she used to sing songs and 
practice a play on how they were unlawfully arrested (though she was not an expert) thus 
filling everybody with enthusiasm, brimming with enthusiasm herself. The lady constables 
were so surprised that they said ‘we have arrested so many people but we never saw 
anybody who is so happy and not at all worrying about being arrested’. Some of them started 
sharing their problems with Rajitha. This experience was repeated in jail also. She tried to 
understand the conditions of the jail inmates in the four days time she got. She used to go to 
all the women prisoners and ask them about their problems and why they got arrested. She 
did not participate in the celebrations of Gandhi Jayanthi in jail as an act of protest. She 
exposed it from the stage. The jail inmates looked after the activists very affectionately. When 
she was released on bail after four days, all of them felt as if one of their own was leaving and 
were very sad. It shows how much she mingled with them. 
When asked about her jail experience she said that she did not get sufficient time to know 
about the sufferings and lives of women in jail and that it would have been nice if she had 
spent another week in jail! That was Rajitha for you. She tried to understand anything in a 
political manner. 
 She never liked to waste even one minute. She used to say that we must work hard and 
move fast and she implemented it. Even if she could not learn something quickly she never 
used to get disheartened. She used to strive hard to learn with determination. This could be 
seen in every aspect. She used to lift heavy loads easily. Rajitha was such a person who 
never got disheartened in spite of any number of people discouraging in any number of ways 
or creating hindrances in her work or in her endeavors. She did not give these much 
importance and took them as a challenge. She never looked at any matter in a superficial 
manner and dwelled deeply into it. If she liked to do something she went to great lengths to 
do it. She believed that women’s liberation was possible only with the liberation of the 
proletariat and that it could be achieved only through armed struggle. So in 2003 she joined 
the Maoist party and was martyred in an encounter with the YSR mercenary police forces on 
July 23rd, 2006. Our Rajitha once again reminds us words of Marx that nothing is difficult in 
this world, there can only be people with no determination. She personified that 
determination. In fact, Rajitha did not have any talents in the beginning. She came from a 
backward area, from a poor family and from an upbringing full of restrictions. By achieving 
everything with her determination, fighting against the society and her family by breaking 
chains of traditions, she proved that nothing is impossible or difficult in this world. 
Thus she became a model for all us to emulate. 
 
Comrade Vijayalakshmi (Syamala) 
 
Martyrdom : 23-07-2006 
 
Com. Vijayalakshmi (21) was born in Kalwakurthy area of Mahaboobnagar dt. She used to 
work very hard at home doing household chores. But her labour was never valued. She was 
always scorned and derides as 'the black one' or 'blacky' due to her skin colour. As she was 
growing up, her individuality developed and such taunts hurt her more. In this patriarchal 
society, people try to draw more dowry by using excuses that the girl is black or not beautiful. 
So Syamala was seen as a burden by her family who felt it was not easy to marry her off with 
lesser dowry. They used to worry that they cannot get her married at all. Seeing all this, she 
was hurt deeply. She used to think about what beauty meant and if a person's qualities and 
labour would have value in this society or not.  
At that juncture, Syamala got the contact of VMS. She was relieved that at last she could find 
the answers to her questions and a solution to her problems. She worked actively in the 
sangam and developed herself politically. She increased her commitment and finally decided 
to become a PR. She joined the PGA in 2002. She worked for some time in Mahaboobnagar 
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district and was then shifted to protection platoon in the Nallamala forests.  In 2004 she 
married Com. Sanjeev. (Com. Sanjeev was also martyred in Nalgonda district in 2007).  It 
was a love marriage and they were happy together. She was promoted to the AC by the party 
after seeing her dedication and determination and especially her hard working nature. Both 
she and Sanjeev were known for this quality of selfless work. She took up responsibilities in 
that platoon and till her last breath had been engaged in protecting the state and central level 
leaders. On July 23, 2006, the enemy surrounded them on a big scale in the Nallamala 
forests near Erragondapalem in Prakasam dt. Syamala fought bravely in this battle and was 
martyred along with Com. Madhav (AP state committee secretary) and other comrades.  
Let us hail the sacrifice of this comrade and let the world know that true beauty lies in selfless 
sacrifice for the people.  
 
Comrade Sangitha (Parvathi) 
 
Martyrdom : 23-07-2006 
 
Com. Sangitha was a young widow from Medak. She had to face many hardships for being so 
‘inauspicious’ as to lose her husband at a young age. She came to Hyderabad not only in 
search of work but also in search of a dignified life. She was an illiterate woman and used to 
wash dishes for a livelihood. Her search for dignity for herself broadened into a search for the 
dignity of the whole womankind which led her to join the revolutionary armed struggle. Soon 
she learnt to read and write and became a member of the JNM squad in Nallamala forests. 
She died in the encounter at Daraboyinapalli on 23-07-06 in the Nallamala forests. Her life 
may have ended on that particular day. But her search for dignity will be carried by other men 
and women till all mankind achieves it, irrespective of class, gender, caste etc. 
 
Comrade Sita (Parvati) 
 
Martyrdom : 23-07-2006 
 
Parvati was born in Chetla Timmayapalle village of Medak district in a poor family. She used 
to herd cattle from her childhood to help maintain her family. Due to poverty, she was married 
as the second wife of a person. Sita was not ready to live as the second wife and so she gave 
divorce to him. Sita had been a victim of this patriarchal society. Her family had close contacts 
with the Indupriyal squad working in that area. She gradually learnt about the party which 
showed the path of liberation to lakhs of women like her and finally decided to dedicate her 
life for the same. She became a full timer in 2004. After working for some time in Medak, she 
was transferred to work in the protection squad of the AP state committee. She led a hard life 
in the Nallamala terrain. She climbed the mountains and walked for hours together with gritty 
determination. She was always cheerful and was a disciplined comrade. She was always alert 
in defending the leadership which was her main responsibility. Sita was martyred in the 
encounter on July 23, 2006 along with the AP state committee secretary Com. Madhav and 
other comrades. Sita was a party member and she remained an ideal comrade till her last 
breath. 
 
 
Comrade Mamatha 
 
Martyrdom : 23-07-2006 
 
Comrade Uma 
 
Martyrdom :05-09-2006 
 
Comrade Sita (Vanaja) 
 
Martyrdom :11-09-2006 
 
Sita was born in Kuvi tribe in Balabadra village of Koyyuru mandal, Visakha dt, East Division. 
She was named Sita by her parents. This village falls under the Nagulakonda squad area. 
Telugu people had occupied the lands of this village. Due to struggles under party leadership, 
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the villagers got back their lands. Party encouraged them to do agriculture and so the Kuvi 
people began to settle in one place. Till then they were into shifting cultivation. This was in 
1983-84. Later the Rytu Coolie Sangam was formed in the village. From then, it became one 
of the strong villages of the movement. Gradually the women's organization and Bal Sangam 
were formed there. 
The village struggled against laying the paper mill road. So we can say Vanaja grew up 
amidst this atmosphere of struggles. Her brother worked in the Sangam. So she used to 
come to meet the squad since she was a child. But she never used to speak to them in spite 
of their trying a lot. She silently used to bring food, water and some delicacies for them to eat. 
She expressed her love for them thus. 
She went to school and studied till 4th standard. She worked for some time in the Bal 
Sangam and did postering. She did sentry duty too along with providing food and water to the 
squad whenever they came. Then she worked for some time in the women's organization. 
When her parents tried to marry her off, she resisted and joined the squad in 1999. She 
worked for some time in the Nagulakonda squad and then worked in the SGS. When a new 
platoon was formed in 2000, she joined it. 
She was very ideal in squad life. She fulfilled difficult tasks also with considerable ease. She 
mingled well with the people and the guerillas. She regularly did PT and studied whenever 
she got time. She never got into any controversies. She was responsible and displayed 
maturity in the meetings. She was soft natured and always with a smile on her lips. But she 
was very firm when facing the enemy. Once, the police fired on them when they went for a 
bath. She retreated well without any confusion though she was inexperienced at that time.  
She was part of the ambush batch which was supposed to attack the police party coming 
from Sileru in the Darakonda raid. When the police came, she fired and retreated with others 
safely. In the Kalimela raid she was part of the assault team which should capture the sentry 
and advanced bravely. She became a party member in 1999. 
She was part of many ambush batches and was fearless. She was part of assault teams, 
scout parties and in support batches with the commander. In 2001, she was promoted as 
section deputy. She not only withstood the police repression but also pressure from her family 
and other personal problems. Her father and brother were arrested and put in jail for 6 months 
to bring pressure on her. But she never wavered and it only increased her class hatred. 
Within a short period after she got recruited she got a love letter with a proposal for marriage. 
She not only rejected it but also criticized the comrade for putting such proposals to a new 
comrade. Later she and Com. J. Veeraiah loved each other and wanted to marry. But he was 
martyred in Darakonda raid. Vanaja suffered a lot mentally due to this loss of her beloved. But 
she overcame that grief and continued firmly.  
She was to shift to AP and was waiting for the contact. Meanwhile the party sent her to 
Palakajeedi area as she was very brave in facing the enemy and that would help the squad. 
The squad wanted to conduct struggles for famine relief in that area. As part of mobilizing the 
people for that, the squad was in Patrugunta village. An informer named David Raju gave 
information about their whereabouts. Immediately 30 policemen came and surrounded the 
squad. Only four members of the squad were present at that time. She immediately started 
firing. Three comrades including Vanaja retreated to one side and the commander to another 
side. The police hounded those three comrades and began firing indiscriminately. The other 
two men comrades were new. So Vanaja gave them cover fire and asked them to retreat. 
Like a commander she felt it was her duty to save those comrades as the party had sent her 
there for that purpose. She literally saved those comrades by laying down her life. She was hit 
in the heart and she understood that she is not going to live. She was just 20 at that time. But 
she bravely asked those comrades to take her weapon and retreat. She did not want the 
enemy to seize her weapon. When they said that they would take her with them, she refused 
saying that they would lose their lives. She did not want even her body to be seized by the 
enemy, so she dragged herself for 30 feet and lay down in some bushes. She died there.  
On the third day when comrades searched for her, they found her body. People were filled 
with grief and inspiration at the same time as their darling had died but in such a heroic 
manner. They bid her farewell with tears in their eyes with all revolutionary honours in the 
Lethamarri village near Patrugunta. The people were so inspired by the bravery of Vanaja that 
they hid the kits of the squad and safely handed them to the squad. They voluntarily built a 
memorial with stones according to their tradition and created a permanent place of memory 
for her. 
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She had told her parents that she was now part of a big squad (i.e. platoon) and would come 
to see them with them. Her parents were shattered with the news of demise of their daughter. 
Her parents and all the people demanded that David Raju should be killed. He was 
annihilated by the PLGA in 2004. 
 
Comrade Bina Devi 
 
Martyrdom : 13-09-2006 
 
Com. Bina Devi was born in the village Bhagdih of Jamtada Thana of Kundohith post in a 
poor peasant family. She came into contact with the party in 1972. She had three children and 
she was always ill. Since she was poor she could not get proper treatment. But she organized 
women and led them in struggles as long as she was alive with dedication. She was a 
member of the village NMS unit. She conducted the organizational and propaganda work of 
NMS in the Santhal Paragana area and was very active. She was 42 years old. She died at 
home on September 13, 2006. 
Comrade Sunarikani Pramila (Geetha)  
Martyrdom : 15-09-2006 
 
Com. Pramila was born in a village which was a strong centre for the movement in the 
Eturunagaram mandal in Warangal dt. She was the elder daughter of her parents and as a 
girl she did not get the opportunity to go to school. She used to do house work and go to work 
as labourer too.  
During the 'Talks' period, activities of the party increased on a vast scale and she wanted to 
participate in the anti-liquor movement along with other women who came in large numbers 
into the struggle. But patriarchal bonds did not allow going outside. They confined her to 
home. She wanted to free herself from this jail. She met the Sangam people and discussed 
her ideas with the Sangam. She used to meet the Sangam and learn about revolutionary 
politics. Gradually she increased her committment and put the proposal before the party that 
she wants to work full time for the revolution. She put this proposal at a time when the 
repression was on the increase. That shows how committed she was to the people. She 
joined the Eturunagaram LOS and withstood all kinds of difficulties in a squad life, that too 
amidst repression. She participated actively in the collective works of the squad. She used to 
carry heavy luggages and competed with the men in such tasks. She fulfilled all her duties 
with dedication and responsibility. She learnt to read and write within a short period and was 
much disciplined too.  
The enemy had built up an informer network in the Eturunagaram area, deployed forces on a 
large scale and was hounding the squad. Party has decided that the movement could not 
advance without destroying the informer network. She was in the forefront in the annihilation 
of an informer.  
Com. Geetha was martyred on August 15, 2006 in the Urattam forests.  
 
Comrade Mudige Padma 
 
Martyrdom : 15-09-2006 
 
Com. Padma was born in Chinthagudem village of the Eturunagram mandal in Warangal dt. 
She was the eldest daughter and had two younger brothers. Since her parents were old and 
they were poor, the burden of maintaining the family fell on her. It was very difficult for them to 
meet ends. She wanted to send her brothers to school though she could not even dream of 
such a possibility for herself. She worked very hard as a labourer and supplied milk by going 
to the houses of villagers. Thus she sent her brothers to school.  
The squad used to visit her village often. Padma's parents used to go to meet them. So 
Padma was familiar with the guerillas from her childhood. She used to discuss about her 
problems and those of women in the village with them. She listened with attention all the 
politics taught by the squad and tried to understand them well. She joined the PGA in 2001 
and started her life as a guerilla. In her five years of revolutionary life, she took part in many 
activities including famine and other peasant issues.  
During the ‘Talks’ period, she mobilized women to participate in many small and big meetings, 
and consolidated people into organizations. She participated actively in building Martyrs' 
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Columns and making the memorial meetings successful. She had a role in the annihilation of 
informer Kaka Bhaskar belonging to the Kannepalli village. She mingled well with the people 
and women of the village and was a keen listener. She was a good narrator too and reported 
everything to the squad without forgetting anything. Everybody in the Eturunagaram area from 
children to old people knew Com. Padma personally. Especially in the Godavari belt she was 
a familiar face in the villages. 
Repression increased by the time Padma joined the squad. Some comrades were martyred 
and some surrendered. But Padma never wavered and advanced in her work. To implement 
the decisions of the July 2006 DC meeting, they were consolidating the people in the 
Eturunagaram area when and informer had tipped off the police about their whereabouts. 
With specific information the police surrounded all the pockets nearby. The squad finished its 
work in Kondai village and was going to the next destination when the enemy surrounded 
them and opened rapid fire indiscriminately.  
Comrades Padma, Madhu, Geetha and Nirmala died a hero's death there by resisting the 
enemy forces bravely.  
 
Comrade Nirmala 
 
Martyrdom : 15-09-2006 
 
Com. Nirmala (Vasantha) was born in the Tirumalagiri village of Regonda mandal in 
Warangal dt. It was a villgae where class struggle was going on and her family was a 
revolutionary one too. Her elder brother was working in the Sangam when she was still a 
child, but she understood about the exploitation of land lords and the revolutionaries who are 
fighting against it. She was married to Raya Komuru (Ramakanth) at a young age. He 
belonged to the Pochampalli village and was already actively participating in the Sangam 
activities. Within a short period after marriage Ramakanth went underground as a full timer. 
Vasantha stayed at home and worked in the fields. The police harassed her putting pressure 
on her to make him surrender. She bravely resisted such attempts and also gave moral 
support to her parents and in-laws to withstand such pressures.  
Her neighbours too brought pressure on her to leave her husband and remarry as he had 
gone into the party. But she resisted these attempts too. Finally she decided to join the party.  
She was recruited into the party during the ‘Talks’ time in 2004. Though she had physical 
problems, she underwent military training with determination. She worked for some days in 
the Narsampet squad and then was transferred to the Eturunagaram LOS. She showed good 
interest in learning and teaching politics, especially to women. She learnt to read and write in 
a fairly short time. 
She was friendly with everybody. Though she knew that her physical condition was not 
conducive to a war situation, she accepted the situation with a smile and continued as a 
guerilla. She felt it is better to die an early death as a revolutionary than living for a long time 
without doing anything to change this society.  
Com. Nirmala was martyred in the Urattam forests on 15-09-2006.  
 
Comrade Torrem Laxmibai (Padma) 
 
Martyrdom : 14-10-2006 
 
Comrade Padma’s life history is one of the most inspiring in our revolutionary movement. 
Perhaps there are very few instances where women came into the movement on account of 
their husbands and stayed on even after their husbands had deserted the party and 
revolution. Those who had seen her—frail, physically weak, mild-looking and soft-spoken—
during the early 1990s, when she used to come to the guerrilla zone to meet her husband 
Rajanna who was in the squad, would never have imagined that she would have moulded 
herself, a few years later, into such a hardcore revolutionary participating in several raids, 
ambushes and attacks on the enemy.  
Comrade Padma hails from Somini village of Tiryani mandal in Adilabad district. Comrade 
Padma developed from a squad member to the member of the district committee. She joined 
the movement in 1995 after continuous persuasion by her husband who worked in the guerilla 
squads in the Adilabad. She was married to one of her relatives in her childhood and was 
always confined to house work. She refused to leave the house and her son to join her 
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husband. But once she decided to join the squads she remained with them until her 
martyrdom in October 2006.  
The transformation of Comrade Padma from a house wife in a backward peasant family into 
one of the leaders of the revolutionary movement in Adilabad district, from the soft-spoken, 
sensitive, mild-mannered and gentle girl into a beloved leader and organizer of the people 
and a terror to the police and reactionaries is really an amazing story which will remain an 
inspiration to one and all. The growth of political maturity and individuality in Padma made her 
husband both envious and inferior. She fought back his attempts to dominate her and his 
exercise of patriarchal authority over her. As the state repression became more and more 
intense in the later part of the 1990s, Rajanna could not withstand it and decided to desert the 
movement. He naturally assumed that comrade Padma would also accompany him since they 
were married for long and also had a son. But she remained stubborn, steadfast and 
committed to the revolutionary cause and refused to accompany him. Thus she continued in 
the revolutionary movement even after her husband surrendered to the enemy. She served 
as a guard to Com. Lalitha, the then secretary of the Adilabad district committee. Later 
Padma became a commander and was elected to the DC a few months before her 
martyrdom. The confidence and courage, determination and tenacity, which comrade Padma 
had displayed during the most difficult phase of the revolutionary movement in North 
Telengana, had endeared her to the people. Her self-effort and hard work had played a great 
role in her development. The life of Padma shows that it is possible to transform millions and 
millions of backward peasant women suffering under the burden of patriarchal and feudal 
oppression into great revolutionaries to overturn this exploitative and oppressive social 
system and build a genuine classless society. 
 
Comrade Kavitha (Sulochana) 
 
Martyrdom : 30-10-2006 
 
Com. Kavitha was born in Gopalpur village of Chityal mandal in Warangal dt. Her mother died 
when she was still a child and her step mother did not treat her well. Her father died when she 
was ten years old and her travails increased. Her step mother not only beat her and scolded 
her but also mixed poison in her food once. Sulochana observed this and went crying to a 
neighbour who was friendly with her. He helped her and through him she came into contact 
with the party. With his help she joined the Chityal squad in 2001. Within a few days she was 
transferred to Narsampet squad. She used to be active in all works though she was very 
young. She learnt to read and write within 3 months. Seeing her zest she was transferred to 
the 3rd platoon. She used to fulfill even difficult tasks and established herself well in the 
military field. 
When she was in the platoon, the enemy attacked them near Reddypalli in Mahamutharam 
mandal (Karimnagar dt). Com. Mamatha who was beside her was hit and she died on the 
spot. But Kavitha did not become frightened or confused; she fired twelve rounds from her 
single barrel gun and retreated safely with other comrades. When the platoon was in the 
Narsampet area the enemy attacked them with specific information about their route of 
journey. She retreated safely there too without any trace of fear. There was one comrade 
named Madhavi with her. She could not see in the night. So Kavitha held her hand and 
walked the whole night barefoot without food.  
After she worked for three years in the platoon, the party dissolved the platoon in 2004 and 
she was transferred to the Karimnagar LGS. During the talks period she was transferred to 
Venkatapur SGS in Khammam dt. Within a short period she learnt Gondi and mingled well 
with the people. Later she was transferred to the Sabari area in Khamman dt in 2005. When 
the Kukkunoor squad was newly formed in the district she joined it as a member according to 
the party decision. Thus she was always ready to work wherever the party sent her. In 2006, 
she was promoted to the AC and was transferred to the Eturunagaram squad in Warangal dt. 
They had to face frequent encounters with the enemy there but she withstood firmly in the 
squad. 
Sulochana participated actively in cultural programmes too.  
Sulochana was martyred in the attack on the squad on October 30, 2006. Sulochana had 
joined the revolution as a young girl but was martyred as a brave guerilla.  
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Comrade Daggubati Kalpana (Ramana) 
 
Martyrdom : 10-11-2006 
 

Kalpana popularly known as Comrade Ramana in the backward Palnadu 
area of Guntur district was killed in an encounter in the Badwel forests of 
Kadapa district on November 10, 2006. It was one of the biggest 
incidents in the ongoing war between the Maoist forces and the AP 
Police and a total of 9 comrades including her husband and AP State 
Committee member Comrade Raghavulu died in that incident. 
Kalpana was born in Pedavadlapudi village of Mangalagiri mandal of 
Guntur dt. she came into contact with the women's organization while 
she stayed in a hostel in Vijayawada for studies. She gave her 10th 

standard exams in 1988 and continued to work in the women's organization. Her father was a 
CPI leader and her uncle worked in the revolutionary movement. So Kalpana was in touch 
with left idealogy since her childhood. As her uncle also worked in the movement, she too 
decided to work in the party. Her work in the VMS moulded her into a revolutionary.  
Kalpana married Com. Raghavulu who was working in the party and joined the Bollaplli squad 
in Guntur dt. as a member. She changed her name to Ramana there and studied the 
conditions of the people in that area. She developed into an ACM and commander there. She 
worked in the Guntur women's organization too for some days. She then worked as the 
commander of Veldurthi squad. She participated in all famine raids and militant actions. She 
played an important role in the raid on Addanki PS. Thus she developed herself in the 
movement and became a DCM in 2004.  
Ramana was a very simple woman who was always very humble. She was a person who 
talked less and worked more. She had been associated with the Guntur rural movement 
centred on the backward Palnadu pocket for more than a decade and was as popular as 
Com. Raghavulu. She developed herself from a squad member to a District Committee 
member through sheer hard work and dedication. She led the peasantry and wage labourers 
of that area in many struggles. She also led them in famine raids when the poor peasantry of 
Palnadu was reeling under famine and drought. As a woman she was conscious of the 
patriarchal oppression on women and so concentrated on building Viplava Mahila Sangham 
(VMS) the revolutionary women’s organization of AP wherever she worked. The oppressed 
women rallied into the women organization under her leadership and Guntur district had 
always been a place where there were strong VMS units. She was one of the women 
comrades who ensured this. She fought patriarchal tendencies in the party too.  
She had fallen ill many times and was down with the notorious Nallamala malaria a number of 
times. But she was undaunted in her spirit and carried on her responsibilities with a 
determined look on her face. 
She had been shifted to the Rayalaseema organization from Guntur in 2006 and she willingly 
integrated with the movement there in the name of Chandana. She tried to study the specific 
problems of that area in order to give better guidance. 
In her long revolutionary life she had seen many ups and downs inside the party and went 
through many rough patches of repression, but she never looked back or wavered. Dozens of 
comrades surrendered to the enemy in front of her eyes but she always believed in the victory 
of communism. That is what she told her family also when they feared for her life. 
AP movement had lost many exemplary women leaders to repression especially in the past 
decade. Com. Ramana was one of those leaders whom we can compare to the bricks which 
constitute the wall. She is a senior comrade with 18 years of experience. It is a great loss to 
the AP movement and PLGA to have lost such a dedicated, humble leader. Let us vow to 
carry forward her lofty aims. 
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Comrade Sandhya (Golla Rajyalakshmi) 
 
Martyrdom : 10-11-2006 

 
 
Comrade Parvati (Nagamani) 
 
Martyrdom : 10-11-2006 

 
 
Comrade Sujata (Lalita) 
 
Martyrdom : 10-11-2006 
 
Comrade Poyami Moti (Vasanta) 
 
Martyrdom : 26-11-2006 
 
Com. Moti was born in the village Jangla (Para Kalsera Gudem), Block Bhairamgad, 
Dantewada district.  On November 26, 2006 the PLGA did an opportunity raid on the Andhra 
grey hounds in the Kistaram area of South Bastar. She fought the enemy very valiantly and 
chased them while firing. In that process she was hit by the enemy bullets and laid down her 
invaluable life.  
She was the second child in the family. She became a member of the children’s organization 
at a young age. She chose the revolutionary path as she believed there is no liberation of 
women without revolution. She opposed the exploitation and oppression of village elders. Moti 
worked in KAMS in her village and organized women against the oppressive tribal customs 
and discrimination. She increased her awareness and that of the village women with these 
activities. Her family did not want her to be recruited into the party and so sent her away to a 
relative's house which was not located in the movement area. They tried to teach her that the 
party was not good. But she never heeded their advices and worked actively in the Sangam 
works. She joined the PLGA in January 2006. 
After the Salwa Judum started, her village was one of the first villages to rebel against it. 
Moti's brother was an activist in DAKMS and so the Judum goons hacked him to death 
cruelly. She was filled with class hatred with all these atrocities of the Judum and wanted to 
join the PLGA to fight against the ruling classes who were perpetuating them. Even during 
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Salwa Judum black days she used to work bravely while facing great difficulties by escaping 
from the goondas and the police. Though she was a new recruit, when the party put a 
proposal to her to work in North Telangana, she agreed without any hesitation though that 
state and language are new to her. She became the member of Wajed LGS under North 
Telangana Special Zone abiding by the party decision. After she went to North Telangana she 
became member of the newly formed platoon. She won the praise of all the comrades in the 
platoon. She was disciplined and adhered to party rules strictly. She was always ready to take 
any kind of risk for the sake of revolution. She was faster than other comrades in learning 
Telugu. She served the patient comrades without feeling any inconvenience. Such were the 
ideals in her which every one of us should emulate. 
Later, on 26 November 2006, the PLGA attacked the greyhounds near Charla and Moti was 
martyred in that attack. Moti proved that there are no borders and limitations for communists 
to work and went from Bastar to AP and gave her life. This brave soldier will live forever in the 
annals of the revolutionary history of India. 
The PLGA guerillas brought her body with them and gave her a fitting farewell with 
revolutionary traditions. They pledged to carry forward her aims.   
 
Comrade Kiran (Soma) 
 
Martyrdom : 17-12-2006 
 
On December 17th, 2006 Com.Kiran (Soma) of village Puregada, Ranka Thana was caught 
on her way from village Kulhi, Bhandariya Thana of Gadwa district along with her husband. 
They were taken to the village Piprahi Kanher Nadi Thana Balrampur, beaten mercilessly by 
taking off their clothes and shot in cold blood as the police could not extract anything from 
them. The next day at night the police went to the forest on the south of village Vijayanagar 
(Thana Ramanujganj) and fired indiscriminately to establish that there had been an 
"encounter" and announced that two naxalites including a woman had died in that.  
 Com.Kiran has been working in the party since eight years. She married Com. Sagar 
in the party. 
 
 
Comrade Chada Vijayalakshmi (Karuna) 
 
Martyrdom : 27-12-2006 
 

Karuna (37) was born in a rich peasant family in Navabpet in 
Karimnagar district. She had two elder sisters and a brother. As 
her father had died when she was a child, her mother brought 
her up. Her maternal uncle sent her to college. Her cousin 
Mahender Reddy was working in RSU. She got introduced to 
revolutionary politics through him. Their elders thought that if 
both of them get married they would stay put at home. She was 
just 15, 16 years old when her marriage took place. Her partner 
Comrade Mahendar became a target for the police and their 
house was raided too. But Karuna was undeterred and became 
stronger in committment. She became a PR in 1986. At first they 
worked as the technical staff in Hyderabad city. Though she was 

from a rich peasant family she used to be very frugal in the room because she thought every 
pie of the party belongs to the people and that it should be spent only when it is utterly 
necessary. Thus the young couple set good standards in maintaining party shelters. She took 
initiative to learn nursing while staying in the shelter. It was to serve as a cover, meet the 
expenses and also with the view that it will be useful to treat the guerillas as war advances. It 
was due to the meticulous care taken by them in maintaining the shelter with all precautions 
that safeguarded the leadership especially of the North Telangana movement which was the 
heart of our movement in those days. Never were any technical mistakes committed.  
Later Com. Mahendar was shifted to work in the workers’ field in Visakhapatnam district in the 
late 80s. So she too shifted with him. She continued to work as a nurse in a hospital and 
began meeting women in the nearby villages, factories and slums to work among them. Their 
home once again served as a shelter to a few important comrades. She had cordial relations 
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with the neighbours and maintained the cover so well that nobody had an iota of doubt that 
this nurse with a frail body and such a serene face could be a naxalite. During this period, she 
improved her nursing skills so well that she began to be given duty in the operation theatre 
too though she did not have a formal nursing certificate. Many were the gifts showered on her 
by the doctor and the patients she looked after, for her service.  
She established relations with working class women in the factories and was to concentrate 
on this work. But Com. Jaipal was killed in a fake encounter in 1994 by the police. She was 
alone in the room when she heard the news but she had to hide it from her neighbours. So 
she faced the situation by putting a brave face and cried when she was alone. They had been 
a loving couple and it was not easy for her to bear his loss. But she immediately tried for the 
party contact and could get it only after some days. Meanwhile she had to face sexual 
harassment from the man of the home she took shelter in, while trying for the contact. She 
resisted his attempts and somehow finally got into party contact again. She put the proposal 
before the party that she would work in the squads. She was transferred to Srikakulam town 
where she strived to organize the women in the slum areas. She was sincere in each and 
every aspect and was eager to learn. Though she had certain difficulties and limitations as a 
woman working in cover in the towns, she fulfilled her responsibility with great patience. From 
1995, she worked in the Uddanam and Jhanjhavati squads in the district and mobilized 
people into struggles. 
She married Com. Vadkapur Chandramouli (BK) in 1996. Comrades BK and Karuna helped 
one another in their works. After she was transferred to the East Division in 1998, she went 
into the broad masses and organized them. She stood committed to the party line and could 
face any kind of hardship. She worked with great will despite hard terrain and ill health. She 
took up responsibility as the deputy commander and commander of Galikonda and worked for 
a long time. In that period she put great efforts to mobilize people into struggles. Due to these 
struggles, it became a good recruitment centre. She gradually developed as the AC secretary 
of Korukonda in 2002 and was elected as a DVCM in mid-2003 in the divisional plenum. She 
was the first woman DVCM in the East Division. She tried hard to develop her capabilities 
according to her increasing responsibilities. She took up the study necessary for that. Once 
she worked as the commander, ACS and DVCM simultaneously due to encounters and 
surrenders in the severe repression. 
She became part of the Women’s Sub-Committee formed in AOB in mid-2004 to develop the 
women comrades and build a strong women’s movement. She represented the East Division 
in that committee. Her sensitive approach to women’s problems and keenness to fight 
patriarchy in any form were additional assets in this work. She was allotted completely for 
women work due to the importance of that work. During the 'Talks' period, she went around 
the whole division to coordinating the women organizers and strenghthened the women's 
organization. Women mobilized militantly in the anti-arrack struggles in that period and 
destroyed the brandy shops in Chintapalli. Women did rasta rokos on a vast scale protesting 
the killing of Manorama in Manipur by the security forces. All these were planned and 
implemented under her leadership. She conducted the first district conference of AVMS 
successfully and was elected as the East Divisional President of the AVMS. For the first time 
a divisional EC of AVMS was formed. She strived to the best of her efforts to build a broad 
mass movement and a broad women’s movement.  
Karuna was active in the military field too. She fought back the enemy as a commander when 
their squad was attacked. She was in the Koperdeng encounter and had retreated safely 
while defending the leadership comrades. She fought in the encounter at Pujariguda in 
February 2005 where the Mahila sub-committee meeting was being held. She participated in 
many ambushes and in all the attacks which had a good impact in the AOB zone. She 
participated in the historic Koraput multi raid.       
Karuna fulfilled extremely difficult responsibilities as a doctor in many military actions. She 
treated the injured comrades amidst raining bullets with dedication. She developed as an 
experienced doctor of PLGA. Comrade Karuna was a member of One Assault team and the 
doctor of the total raiding party in Darakonda and Kalimela raids led by Com. BK. She 
provided medical help to the severely injured comrades in these incidents. One of the 
comrades hurt his fingers in firing. It was not an ordinary feat to revive his hand and she 
achieved it. She brought to life those comrades, who everyone thought would die of injuries. 
She treated the profusely bleeding comrades without tension, gave them great support and 
treated them with utmost patience. She washed the clothes wet with blood and kept the 
patients in a clean condition always. She worked enthusiastically to bring them to normal 



 175

condition so that they could continue as great fighters in the war front. When the injured 
comrades were talking about their problems, she was patient and courageous. On some 
occasions when the leadership was not available, she explained to them many political 
issues. Many comrades recovered due to her services. 
Karuna gave an understanding about political and health problems to the adivasi women and 
mainly regarding women’s health problems. She brought before the leadership the problems 
faced by the women and suggested solutions. She made very serious political effort to 
entrench the women comrades firmly in practice and to develop them. Many persons were 
surrendering in the increasing repression and she was anxious to educate the cadre by 
teaching them the enemy tactics and revolutionary politics. She did not waver in her 
commitment to the revolution and never stepped back from her responsibilities even in one 
incident. 
Central Military Commission (CMC) had resolved to give Com. Karuna special training to 
develop a higher level medical department under her leadership, in view of the necessity of 
doctors’ teams for PLGA in the advancing people’s war. She was relieved from the division 
with this purpose and while she was on her way for the new work she was caught by the 
enemy. We lost a heroic, dedicated doctor who could have evolved into a skilled doctor like a 
Norman Bethune. 
Comrades Vadkapur Chandramouli (BK) and Karuna were arrested by the Special 
Intelligence Bureau (SIB) police with prior information in a highly secret operation. In fact they 
were missing since 26th December 2006 when they left Durg town in Chhattisgarh. They 
were caught without anybody’s knowledge but the enemy could not obtain any secret 
information despite cruel torture for one whole day. The police got mad and killed Comrades 
BK and Karuna most cruelly in the forest of Gudem Kotha Veedhi mandal of Visakhapatnam 
district and repeated the tale of ‘encounter’. The story was floated in the media and their 
bodies were left in this place on 27th December. Com. Karuna knew about the scheduled 
Congress of the party but did not reveal a word despite severe tortures and died a heroic 
death. The whole party and the Congress paid their red homage to these great martyrs. 
Whoever had seen Karuna would definitely wonder how her frail, delicate body would have 
endured such severe torture. Such is the spirit of a true communist! 
The nearly two decade long revolutionary life of Karuna is full of communist ideals which we 
have to imbibe if we have to successfully complete the revolution. It is a great loss to the 
movement to have lost such a senior woman leader and doctor when our war is advancing. 
Only by intensifying war we can pay our real red homage to her.  
 
Red Salutes to Chinari Martyrs 
 
The blood thirsty Raman Singh had murdered four revolutionaries in the Chinari village of 
Maad division. More than 700 forces belonging to CRPF, CAF, district police and STF with 
information obtained from an informer had surrounded and attacked a platoon of militia on 8 
January 2007, at 5.30 a.m. and fired indiscriminately. The platoon comrades fought back 
valiantly and in this exchange Commander Comrade Sukhlal Gawde, Section deputy 
Commander Com. Kachru Yadav and Platoon women members Comrades Dasri Salami and 
Ranay Gawde were martyred. Com. Somari was arrested with injuries. The people of 
neighboring villages demanded that the corpses be given to them but the police refused. They 
lathi charged the people and even fired in the air. Thus the police once again displayed their 
undemocratic and anti people character. Thousands of villagers were full of anguish that they 
could not get the corpses of their beloved comrades who belonged to their villages. Exactly 8 
days later the PLGA company attacked and killed seven policemen and seized their weapons 
near Jharaghati in revenge against this Chinari encounter. It is noteworthy that the main 
accused in the Chinari encounter Hawaldar Sahu whose cruelty has become notorious in the 
whole area was also killed in this attack. 
 
Comrade Dasri Salami 
Martyrdom : 08-01-2007 
 
Com. Dasri was born in Chote Farasgaon in a middle class family. She studied till 6th 
standard. She was influenced by revolutionary culture and joined the movement. She was the 
only child of her parents. Later she joined the Jan Militia Platoon and vowed to take revenge 



 176

on the rapist armed forces that are destroying their lives. She died in the Chinari encounter 
while valiantly fighting with these forces. 
 
 Comrade Ranay Gawde 
 
Martyrdom : 08-01-2007 
 
Com. Ranay was born in Kondahar village of Benur area. She became a member of KAMS 
while fighting against the oppressive patriarchic customs of the village on women. Later on 
observing her interest in military activities, the local party chose her for the Jan Militia platoon. 
She also laid down her life while fighting the enemy in the Chinari encounter. 
 
Comrade Durgam Venkatamma (Swarna) 
 
Martyrdom : 31-01-2007 

 
Com. Swarna was born in a poor family in Soopaka Jangaon of 
Kotapalli mandal in Adilabad dt. She could not go to school at home 
and learnt to read and write in the squad.  
She joined the Chennur squad as a member in June 2004. She was 
a hard worker and mingled well with comrades. She won the affection 
of her fellow guerillas. Though she had health problems at such a 
young age, she worked with revolutionary spirit. She was ready to 
work in new areas in the district too and worked for some time in the 
Indravelli squad. 
She tried to write songs on martyrs. She used to sing songs too. She 
was martyred in an encounter with the enemy in the Madded area 
even while she was developing into a good artiste.  
 
Comrade Salam Gandhari (Aruna) 
 
Martyrdom : 31-01-2007 
 

Com. Gandhari was born in a poor adivasi family in Paldari village of 
Talamadugu mandal, Adilabad dt. She could not go to school due to dire 
poverty. The anti-feudal land struggles going on in the Bodh area inspired 
her to think about the movement. With the inspiration of class struggle in 
her area she joined the DAKMS in 1989 and then became an activist. Her 
role in keeping the village as a centre for party's activities is 
unforgettable. 
In 1990 the Adilabad district DAKMS conference was held and she 
attended it as a delegate. This conference had decided on the 
programme of occupying the patta lands of the land lords on the basis of 
'Land to the tiller' policy and gave a call to intensify the land struggles. 
Gandhari took these tasks of the conference back to her area and 
implemented them with spirit. She played an active role in mobilizing 
adivasi people into militant struggles to occupy lands. The Chenna Reddy 

government was mad at this surge of people's struggles all over Andhra Pradesh and 
especially in Telangana region. So the government brought in armed forces to crush the land 
struggles. But the DAKMS activists worked amidst repression and advanced the movement 
militantly. Gandhari worked with renewed spirit in organizing adivasi people militantly into 
struggles. As long as poor peasants fight the exploitation on them, the inspiration of comrades 
like Gandhari will forever remain with them. 
In the repression perpetrated by the armed forces, some weak elements had surrendered in 
the district. But Gandhari worked as a squad member in the Wankidi and Mangi squads in 
these critical times. She worked as Aruna in the squad.  
The Adilabad DC formed a special guerilla squad to inflict losses on the enemy armed forces 
who are repressing the people brutally. Aruna was sent as a member of that squad which is a 
recognition of her talents. In 1993, she participated in the ambush on BSF forces at Dargapalli 
in which four jawans died. She fought bravely with the enemy here. 
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Thus started the military practice of Aruna in 1993 and she worked for ten years in that field. 
When a new platoon was formed in Adilabad, she worked in it as a section commander from 
1996 to 1997. She was selected to become a member of the military platoon formed in North 
Telangana by the state committee. She worked in the platoon from 1999 to 2004. Aruna used 
to be in the forefront in rushing forward to attack the enemy as part of the assault team in all 
raids. She played a good role in the success of raids on Sirpur (U), Karakagudem, DSP office 
in Kagajnagar, CISF camp at Goleti - all of which were conducted by this platoon.  
She worked as the in-charge of women's team in the Bodh area. She organized women on 
their problems and built women organization units. She effectively ran the women's team 
even amidst repression and worked for the development of the women's movement. While 
working in the team, her co-members in the team comrades Rama and Syamala were caught 
by the police and killed in a fake encounter. Aruna escaped with the help of the people.  
Aruna participated in many military camps as a student to improve her military prowess. She 
served as a model to other students in the military camps held in 1996, October 2002 and 
2004 by overcoming difficulties as a guerilla soldier.  
She fought daringly in face to face battles with the enemy.  In many instances her role in 
fighting back the enemy assault had been crucial. When the enemy attacked their platoon at 
Dammireddypet, Aruna who was a Section Commander was injured. But she retreated while 
leading the comrades under her charge.  
From August 2004 to January 2007, she was working as the Mangi, Indravelli squad Area 
Committee secretary by the time of her martyrdom. To sustain the district movement which 
was affected in the severe repression she put in considerable efforts as a senior woman 
comrade. The Adilabad movement would never forget her rich contributions. 
She married a comrade in the movement. After some days he wanted to go back home and 
put the proposal before her. She rejected it outright and continued firmly without wavering. 
Gandhari had worked for 17 years in the movement and is a treasure of experience for the 
whole party. An ordinary adivasi girl had developed into an ACS in the revolution. Let us study 
her life and experience to learn from her. 
 
Comrade Vasam Kotle (Laxmi)  
 
Martyrdom : 02-02-2007 
 
Comrade Madvi Lachakka (Syamala)  
 
Martyrdom : 06-02-2007 
 
 

Com. Syamala was born in Nimmalaguda village (Konta tehsil, Dantewada district, South 
Bastar) 34 years back. She was known as Lachi at home. She had two brothers. She had 
one ister but she died. 

In 1993 the people of her village attacked the house of landlord in Satyanarayanpur of Andhra 
Pradesh. The starved people seized rice, vessels and other belongings in his godowns. Eight 
people including the father of Syamala were arrested and later they were released on bail. 
But police atrocities on Nimmalaguda village increased after this. Her father was so 
humiliated with these attacks and jail life that he just hanged himself when the police attacked 
his village. It was a big blow to Syamala. 
Syamala was associated with the party from her childhood. She learnt to sing revolutionary 
songs from the squad members when they visited her village. She always helped her mother 
in household chores. She married into Sunnam family residing in her village. Her husband 
was a revolutionary activist and this helped Syamala to develop her understanding about 
political matters. Her husband was recruited and she came closer to the revolutionary 
movement. Then she gave birth to a child and looked after the child for some time. In 1998, 
Syamalakka joined the party leaving her children. 
She always mingled well with the people and the cadres. She served as a doctor in the PLGA 
till her last breath. Along with working in the organizational field she took training in the 
medical field too and improved her knowledge to serve the guerillas and the people. She 
became a good guerilla doctor. With great love she used to give medical treatment to the sick 
comrades and had won a place in their heart.  
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She learnt to read Telugu in the squad and always tried to learn things she did not know, 
taking the help of other comrades. She had great interest in hearing the tales of the people 
and was cheerful. She was very strict in following the discipline of the party.  
She took part in many resistance campaigns against the enemy. On June 19, 2006 during the 
Pithuri week 180 quintals of rice was being transported to the SJ. The guerillas had seized the 
rice and Syamala participated in this. She had a role in the annihilation of three hard core 
Judum goons in the Basagudem area. In July 2006, during an encounter at Pakila village, a 
CRPF jawan was shot dead and Syamala had participated in it as a section commander. On 
December 28, 2006 in the fierce encounter at Bodam village two comrades were martyred 
and Syamala had a brush with death. On February 6, 2007 in another fierce encounter two 
brave soldiers of the PLGA laid down their lives fighting the enemy and Syamala was one 
among them. She was 34.  
A wave of grief gripped the people of Jagurugonda when they heard about the martyrdom of 
Com. Syamala. She may be no more but her ideals, determination and aims are always with 
us giving inspiration to the next generations.  
 
Comrade Madvi Deve 
 
Martyrdom : 06-02-2007 
 
Madvi Deve was born in Minpa village (Jagurugonda area, South Bastar) in 1987. By that 
time party had already established itself in that area. The sangam in Minpa was also built up 
at the same time. So Deve literally grew up along with the sangam in the village. 
Revolutionary songs were the lullabies she heard as a baby. She grew up hearing those 
songs and joined the village CNM team. She worked in CNM for 3 years. She joined the 
PLGA in 2006. Considering her cultural talents she was taken into the area CNM team 
directly and she continued in that field till her death. People loved her like their own child. She 
was martyred in the encounter at Kodmal village on February 6, 2007 along with Com. 
Syamala. Young cultural activist Deve had laid down her life for the new democratic revolution 
in India and let us pledges to carry forward her aims. 
 
Comrade Bhavani 
 
Martyrdom : 01-03-2007 
 
Comrade Bhavani belonged to a Chenchu village in the Nallamala forest of Prakasam district. 
She was a very intelligent child and began observing the society from a young age. She felt 
oppressed by the backwardness of the people and was especially sensitive towards Chenchu 
women’s plight. Being a woman she too was one of the victims of the age old customs of that 
tribe. She opposed marriage and expressed her desire to join the PLGA at a very young age. 
The Party educated her and took her into the squads. Another Chenchu woman comrade had 
earlier joined the squad and Bhavani was inspired by her example. She had a melodious 
voice and was quick in learning songs by heart as she liked to sing. Comrades and people 
always made it a point to make her sing whenever opportunity arose. She learned to read and 
write after joining the PLGA. She was a hardworking soldier and learnt military skills 
attentively. She had participated in all the military tasks assigned to her by the leadership. 
Gradually she developed into an ACM.  
She readily agreed to shift to AOB when party put the proposal before her. She did not 
hesitate to leave the forest area where she grew up. She knows it would be almost impossible 
to visit her village or surrounding areas in the near future if she shifted to AOB. But she 
accepted the decision with the spirit of a communist. She was caught while traveling to AOB 
and killed after severe torture on March 1, 2007 just a week before International Women’s 
Day. We have lost a young rising leader and the loss is not replaceable. 
 
Comrade Kalmu Lakke (20) 
 
Martyrdom : 03-03-2007 
 
Comrade Gadapa Saritha (Vimala) (22) 
 
Martyrdom : 06-03-2007 
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Com. Sarita was born in a Nayakapu family in Pedda Bodikel village of Jegurugonda area 
(Konta tehsil, Dantewada dt) under South Bastar division. Sarita had two sisters and two 
brothers. Her father was a leader of the DAKMS and he died due to illness when Sarita was 
just twelve years old. Their family was very poor and so everybody had to work. With the 
income from their land, they could not live for six months in a year too. So they used to gather 
forest produce like mahua and went for plucking tendu leaves, cut bamboo etc. like many 
other thousands of poor families in Bastar. 
Since the party had entered the area, Sarita's father used to work for the Sangam as a 
sincere leader. By the time he died, Sarita had just begun to get familiar with the squads and 
the mass organizations. The people's courts held by the organizations on women issues and 
the songs of CNM had a huge impact on Sarita. 
Due to hinduized traditions in their community, they never ate in the homes of adivasis. Even 
after women had joined the women's organization and went from village to village and met 
people of different castes and communities, they found it very difficult to mingle with all them. 
But due to continuous education and propaganda by the party, change occurred in this village 
too. Sarita began working in KAMS and was elected as a range committee member. She 
enthusiastically participated in meetings, propaganda and in singing songs. 
Sarita was continuously influenced and impressed by the reduction in oppression of women, 
agriculture being carried on a co-operative basis where people participated together, helping 
the poor families and distributing land, cattle, seeds etc to them - all due to people's struggles. 
She firmly believed that the party and the mass organizations had the interests of the people 
at heart. 
She joined the squads in 2002 and changed her name to Vimala. She attended the military 
camp held for new recruits and learnt military skills with great attention. For one year, she 
worked in the Pamed LOS. In that period, she became literate and learnt about the party rules 
and discipline. Due to her friendly nature, she became very popular among the comrades in 
the division. 
Due to the increasing military needs of the party, it was decided to give tailoring work to 
Vimala, mainly for stitching uniforms. She was sent for training for one year. She took up this 
responsibility whole-heartedly. She was given party membership by then. As a party member 
she fulfilled her responsibilities of a tailor well. She improved continuously in her work and she 
stitched hundreds of uniforms for the PLGA. 
Besides tailoring, Vimala was interested in participating in TCOC campaigns and in taking 
part in political and military training. She used to be in the forefront to go for TCOC 
campaigns. She did PT and drill daily. She participated bravely in an ambush held in 
Dornapal area in March 2007. But Com. Lakke was martyred in that attack as she was shot 
by the enemy. This was on March 5, 2007. Com. Vimala went to Verrum village along with a 
team to give the information of Lakke's martyrdom to her family. 
Vimala met the committee members of the village and the family members of Lakke and told 
them in detail how she was martyred. She explained to them how the firing had taken place 
and how they could not bring her body with them though they wanted to and had tried. She 
told them that they would hold a memorial meeting for Com. Lakke in the village and talked to 
them about all the arrangements that had to be done. But unknown to them, the grey hounds 
of AP had reached Verrum village. They came so secretly and so suddenly that nobody could 
get even a bit of any information about their coming. Neither the people nor the squad had 
seen them. They came directly to the place they had camped in. Vimala immediately took 
position and fired. But the grey hounds had opened auto fire and advanced. Vimala was hit in 
the head and she fell down on the spot. This was on March 7, 2007. 
Party had lost a dedicated and disciplined comrade with her martyrdom. She came from a 
poor family and died for the poor people. Let us carry forward her aims.  
 
 
Comrade Lusiya Titayo, 3 yr old Beronica Titayo 
 
Martyrdom : 17-03-2007 
 
Com. Lusiya belonged to the village Chormanda of Netarhat thana of Mahuatand prakhand of 
Latehar dt. She was raised in the Chormanda village. She was an adivasi and had embraced 
Christianity. Since her father Joseph Titayo’s economic condition was not good, he could 
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send her to the village school only till 5th standard. When she was 30 years of age her father 
got her married to Patrick Kerketta who belonged to the same village. He was of the same 
caste and was a hard working peasant. They had three children Ashok Kerketta, Rohith 
Kerketta and Beronica Kerketta. Lusiya was busy with bringing them up and educating them. 
Her burden of work in her in laws’ home increased. Meanwhile the preparations for 
International Women’s Day by NMS were in progress. NMS organized the March 8 meeting in 
the Shivaji maidan of Daltongunj on 16-3-07.  It was propagated in the Chormanda village too. 
As the meeting date approached, the women began an enthusiastic journey in the vehicles 
taking them to the meeting from their villages. The women of Chormanda also got into the bus 
and traveled towards Daltongunj. All of them began leaving their villages by 6 am. They faced 
no problem on the way but as soon as they reached the venue, the police started dispersing 
them. The village women could again gather together only with great difficulty in that city and 
they finally got into the vehicles. The infamous goonda, SI of Garu Thana R.K. Singh stopped 
all the vehicles on their way back. It was 5 p.m. by them. The women and children had to 
spend the night there without food or water. The police kept misbehaving with the women the 
whole night. The whole of 17th also they were kept in the same conditions. The women could 
bear no more. The women started arguing in a defiant mood with the police. The police 
started beating the women with lathis. At about the same time a truck filled with stones was 
going to Mahuatand from Daltongunj. It was already overloaded. The resisting women were 
made to get into the truck forcefully while beating them continuously. There was a dangerous 
valley further on. The truck overturned there. Com. Lusiya and her three year old daughter 
Beronica died on the spot. The baby got very badly crushed under the stones. The body was 
badly mangled. The people still shudder when they remember this. The bodies of the mother 
and daughter were taken to the in-laws home and they were buried according to Christian 
norms with the help of the organization. 
 
Comrade Ilisava Veg 
 
Martyrdom : 17-03-2007 
 
Com. Ilisava Veg belonged to the village Chormanda of Netarhat thana of Mahuatand 
prakhand of Latehar dt. Her father Joseph Veg was an adivasi (Bhuihar) and embraced 
Christianity. Since they were poor, Ilisava Veg could study only upto 3rd standard. Her 
mother’s name was Mrs. Salomi Veg. When Ilisava was 25 years old, her father married her 
to a poor peasant named Siyus Toppo of the same village. He was an Uraon adivasi. They 
were an agricultural family and had a son Pethrus Toppo and three daughters Bani Toppo, 
Thedor Toppo and Helen Toppo. Ilisava Toppo was also martyred in the truck accident on 17-
03-07. The last rituals were conducted in her in-laws home according to the Christian 
customs.  
 
Comrade Philomena Kujur 
 
Martyrdom : 17-03-2007 
 
Com Philomena Kujur belonged to the village Gaaru of Latehar. She was educated till 8th 
standard in Gaaru. She could not continue her studies due to economic problems. She began 
looking after the family along with her father. When she was about 22 years of age she was 
married to Robert Ayind of Chormunda village. He belonged to the Munda tribe. They had 
three children – Ranjith Ayind, Divya Ayind and Sunitha Ayind. Com. Philomena worked as a 
peon in P.H.E.D. and supported the family. Com. Philomena also got martyred in the truck 
accident on 17-03-07. She was buried according to the Christian customs. 
 
Comrade Karmela Hurhuriya 
 
Martyrdom : 17-03-2007 
 
Com. Karmela Hurhuriya belonged to the village Ambakona of Latehar dt. Since they were 
not well off economically, she had to discontinue her studied after the 3rd standard. After 
leaving her studies she immersed herself in looking after her family along with her father 
Samuel Hurhuriya and mother Mariam Hurhuriya. When she was about 28 years old she was 
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married to Iliyas Veng of Chormanda village. They had a son Foreman Veng and daughters 
Berna Veng, Grace Veng and Reshma Veng. They were an agricultural family. The land was 
not fertile and there was no facility for irrigation. So they had to live in dire poverty. Com. 
Karmela was also martyred in the accident on 17-03-07. Her last rituals were performed 
according to Christian customs. 
Many women became crippled due to this accident. They were treated with the help of the 
party. 
 
Comrade Savitha Kumari 
 
Martyrdom : 20-03-2007 
 
Com. Savitha Kumari was born in the village Chirayyatand of the Itkhori Thana in Chatra 
district in a poor peasant family. Since she was poor she could not get education at home, so 
she learnt to read and write in the party. During her childhood the work of the party, i.e., the 
movement of the peasants was already in swing in her village. The party organizers and 
PLGA used to visit her village. She was influenced by their talk and songs and joined the 
PLGA in July 2005. She was working with great courage, dedication and will as a LGS 
member. She was straight forward and simple in nature. She never wasted her time in 
unnecessary chatter. Whenever she had time, she used to discuss with her comrades, read 
and write and talk politics with the villagers and the children. She had deep hatred for the 
enemy and was courageously determined in battle. When she was given .303 rifle by the 
committee she was very happy and vowed that I will never let this go into the hands of the 
enemy as long as I am alive. In military matters, in doing PT and drill and in battle field, she 
was always in the forefront. 
 On 20th March, 2007 the LGS was resting in the Charheth village of Panyalgada. She 
was in sentry duty. Suddenly the police surrounded them and started firing. At 4.05 pm she 
started firing at the enemy to protect her comrades. She laid down her life while valiantly 
counter attacking the enemy and became a martyr. This brave girl became a martyr at the 
young age of 19. 
 
Comrade Rame (Ratna) 
 
Martyrdom: 29-04-2007 
 
Rame belonged to the village Tekuguda in Malkangiri district. Her village was the birth place 
of many people's heroes. When she was 17 years old, she got recruited into the PLGA on 
December 2, 2004. She went on stage and took oath before people who had gathered to 
celebrate the founding day of PLGA that she would work till her last breath for the liberation of 
the people. Thus she became a PLGA guerilla from that day onwards. 
Rame worked in the Mahila Team till December 2005. She worked actively in the team going 
to the villages and mingling with the women. She used to be popular among the people 
wherever she worked due to her sweet manner of talking. She worked in the Potteru squad 
for some time in 2005 and won the confidence and love of the people within a short time. 
Later she was transferred to the Pappulur area and worked there till November 2006. Though 
she was a Koya Adivasi, she learnt Telugu while working in Pappulur and talked with the 
Kondareddy people there in Telugu. In all the areas she worked, she used to transform 
herself according to the physical and material conditions there. She was a tireless worker and 
fulfilled her responsibilities actively and with initiative. She was ready for work at any time of 
the day. She had participated in punishing informers and bad gentry when working in these 
squads. Though she was young, her class hatred was obvious. 
Seeing Ratna's vigor, initiative and enthusiasm, the party committee transferred her to the 
action team of the Malkangiri district in 2006. When we consider the fact that very few women 
comrades are being part of Action Teams even to this day, we can understand how valuable 
a comrade Ratna was. Though she had health problems by then, she decided to be on the 
team without any hesitation. In her practice too she never stepped back and was part of all 
the actions done by the team. She fulfilled any responsibility given by the commander of the 
team with good discipline which is a very essential quality for any action team member. 
The Action team valiantly attacking the police belonging to the MV-47 police station (Kalimela 
area) in a weekly market, killed a CRPF SI, injured five police and had seized some weapons 
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too. While returning, they stopped at a Bengali camp and were drinking water when suddenly 
the police who came there on motor cycles had opened auto fire on the team. Ratna fired with 
her weapon and had escaped into a house. She was caught in spite of heroic resistance. She 
was tortured cruelly and killed on April 29, 2007 in a fake encounter. Another comrade Chatla 
Mogili was also martyred in this attack. The police were so callous later too that they did not 
even give her body to her parents. The people had built a memorial column in her 
remembrance and paid homage to their brave daughter of the earth. 
 
Comrade Usha @ Basanthi 
 
Martyrdom : 12-05-2007 
 
Usha belonged to the village Bhajna, Thana Bhandariya. On 12th May, 2007, she was 
sleeping in a house in Madgadi Tola (Totki) when tipped off by an informer the police 
surrounded the house and started indiscriminate firing. Com. Usha also started firing with her 
weapon but was seriously injured. The police approached her and questioned her. Not getting 
any answers from her they just shot her dead. 
 
Comrade Anitha 
 
Martyrdom : 12-05-2007 
 
Com. Anitha was taking rest in a house shelter in village Madgadi Tola (Totki) after meals on 
12th May, 2007. The police surrounded the house and started indiscriminate firing. Anitha tried 
to take her belongings and leave but the enemy saw her and fired at her. She was injured on 
the back of her head and she fell down. The enemy approached her and questioned her. Not 
getting any answers they shot her dead immediately. 
 
Comrade Vanitha 
 
Martyrdom : 19-05-2007 
 
Com. Vanitha was martyred in an encounter on 19th May, 2007 in the village Bamhani in 
Korchi area under Maharashtra state committee. She was the brave member of a platoon in 
PLGA.  
 
Comrade Dirdo Mangi 
 
Martyrdom : 11-07-2007 
 
Dirdo Mangi was 25 years old. She belonged to Maraiguda village of Konta tehsil, Dantewada 
district. On July 11 2007, the CRPF, SPOs and the police jointly attacked their village. They 
caught Mangi, tortured her cruelly and brutally murdered her. Her only crime was belonging to 
the vast majority of the poor adivasis. They killed her with the intention of spreading white 
terror among the people. 
 
Comrade Sodi Dule 
 
Martyrdom : 11-07-2007 
 
Sodi Dule was 35 years old. She was born in the Dorla tribe in Gaganpalli village (Konta 
tehsil,  
Dantewada dt). It was 11 July and Dule was sowing in the fields, when information came that 
CRPF and SPOs had attacked. She was in two minds as to what to do - whether she should 
continue work in the fields or run away. She was afraid that anything might happen if she 
remains there and at the same time she was afraid that if she did not sow now, her whole 
family would have to die due to hunger. She innocently thought that since I am not a member 
of any organization or party, why would they arrest me or kill me? Thinking so, she continued 
to work in the fields. The SPOs and the CRPF jawans caught her in the fields and after raping 
her and beating her cruelly, they killed her in the fields. 
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Comrade Tellam Bhime 
 
Martyrdom : ..-07-2007 
 
Mandeli was a small adivasi village in South Bastar village district. Bhime was the eldest 
daughter of her parents. She had a younger brother and a sister. As she grew up she helped 
her parents in the fields and became her father's right hand. Her parents regarded her as a 
great support. Mandeli was a centre for revolutionary activities. That was why Bhime was part 
of all activities, meetings etc. taking place in the village ever since she was a girl. All these 
had influenced her politically and she decided to be part of party activities. She was fearless 
and brave since her childhood and now she became involved in the security of the village. 
She was always ready for sentry duty, day and night. The people's militia used to sit in 
ambush along all the paths/roads used by the enemy. She took part in all such ambushes. 
She used to roam about in the nearby area to gather information about enemy movements. 
After SJ was launched, the activities of people's militia increased manifold. As she became 
more and more engaged in the activities of people's militia, she could spare very little time for 
household chores. Her parents were a bit resentful that she could not spare time for the works 
at home. Bhime had then explained to her parents that people's militia work is her primary 
concern and household chores are of secondary importance to her. She became increasingly 
active in the people's militia. 
According to the decision of the AC, the houses of SJ goons were attacked in Kunder village 
in July 2007. The plan was to carry on this attack by mobilizing the people's militia under the 
PL leadership. The PL informed the People's militia of Mandeli to send 5 of its members for 
this purpose. The People's militia commander held its meeting and explained to them about 
this and selected five members to go. Bhime was not chosen. She was given kitchen duty. 
This angered her and she began arguing with the commander. She was adamant that she 
would participate in this attack and the commander had to relent in the end. With great 
enthusiasm and hope she went along with her five-member team to participate in the attack. 
But they couldn't find the PL comrades at the appointment place. They had waited for them 
and as the time was past, they left along with the militia comrades of other villages. The 
Mandeli militia comrades were extremely disappointed and turned back. Bhime was extremely 
sad and began walking slowly without any enthusiasm. They had to cross the village Kunderu 
on their way back. The people of that village were hiding in the forest. Nobody was in the 
village. The police patrol was resting in the empty houses in the village. Hearing the voices of 
the militia comrades as they walked along the village path, the police were alerted and they 
took positions in the houses. The militia comrades had passed the village just a little time 
back and so they were not alert. As soon as they reached the house, the police started firing. 
Bhime and other comrades ran towards the jungle. As Bhime was walking thinking of the 
missed opportunity, it took some time for her to become alert and the police caught up with 
her. But she ran as fast she could. But at last four police men caught her. They tied her hands 
and legs and tore her clothes. She was tortured cruelly to extract information about PLGA and 
the militia. But she withstood all this boldly and refused to reveal any secrets. She defended 
the secrets of the party with life. They gang raped her and then killed her. Her bullet ridden 
body was thrown on the road later the people's militia and villagers went to the spot, clothed 
her dead body and cremated her with revolutionary honours. Bhime was just 18 years old but 
she had sacrificed her life for the people displaying immense courage. Her enthusiasm to 
participate in the attacks on the enemy was unforgettable. Her determination, class hatred, 
her resoluteness to guard party secrets, the priority she gave to revolutionary work, her 
steadfastness in protecting comrades are to be emulated by all young men and women. We 
should imbibe all these qualities in order to fulfill her dreams. We will avenge her death. We 
will retrace her steps. We will carry forward her lofty aims. 
 
 
Comrade Jartha Venkata Lakshmi (Vijaya) 
 
Martyrdom : 26-09-2007 
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Com. Venkatalakshmi was born in Daddilikivada in the Adivasi Kondareddy 
tribe in Y. Ramavaram mandal of East Godavari dt. She had a younger 
sister and brother. Her father died when she was in the third standard. Later 
her mother remarried. Like in all patriarchal societies, in the adivasi society 
too a woman who had remarried doesn't have any rights over her children. 
As her mother went away to her new house, Vijaya and her old grandma 
took up the responsibility of her siblings. She went to work as a labourer in 
the fields and learnt all kinds of agricultural works. Songs were her only 
solace in a life full of travails and loneliness.  
Vijaya used to sing all kinds of folk songs and Christian devotional songs 

with great ease. Soon everybody in the village knew that she could not live without songs. 
She believed that Jesus Christ would one day come and end all their difficulties in life. People 
used to get totally immersed in her devotional songs. She gradually began performing along 
with singing. Thus she developed into a natural artiste. 
One day the armed squad had come to her village and they sang new songs. Vijaya had 
never heard such songs. They introduced a new world to her. She could not forget those 
songs even after the squad had left. She loved the politics in those songs too. As a result, she 
joined the women's organization. Soon, she developed into an active member. She opposed 
the village bad gentry courageously. In the course of participating in these activities, she 
developed herself into a full time activist. 
As soon as she was recruited into the squad, this nightingale was immediately made a 
member of the JNM. Her entrance into JNM marked a new change in that work. She knew 
umpteen numbers of tunes of folk songs. So she used to teach them to the JNM comrades 
and song writers so that they could write lyrics for them. Thus she helped in the production of 
a wide variety of songs. Com. Vadkapur Chandramouli (CCM, martyr) had written a song on 
martyr Com. Mahesh (CCM, AP secretary) with the tune provided by Vijaya. She used to sing 
this song beautifully. 
She married a co-artiste in JNM in 2001. Both of them had written many more beautiful songs 
together. She learnt other adivasi languages and sang songs as if they were in her mother 
tongue. She was not confined to singing, she wrote many songs too. 
She was an active participant in helping her comrades turn into good artistes. She gradually 
developed herself and took up the responsibility of the commander of the JNM squad of 
Srikakulam district. As part of her work, she travelled to East Godavari, Visakha, Koraput, 
Vizianagaram, Rayagada, Gajapathi and Malkangiri districts and tried to understand the 
culture of the people in those areas. She worked for some time as the commander of the 
Deruvada squad. Later she became a part of the Malkangiri district movement. She 
participated in the movement against bauxite mining which served the interests of the 
imperialists. The ruling classes had unleashed severe repression on the people and the 
Maoist party to suppress this people's movement. The Grey hounds had raped adivasi 
women as part of this repressive campaign.  
Vijaya was involved in building a movement demanding punishment of Grey hounds who had 
raped adivasi women in Vakapalli. As part of this work, she and her comrades belonging to 
the Pedabayalu squad had taken up a propaganda campaign. They went to Amidelu village 
as part of this campaign on September 26, 2007. The Grey hounds attacked them and in that 
attack Vijaya was martyred along with Shakeela, Swetha and Jeevan.  
The bodies of comrades Swetha and Shakeela were taken by their families and cremated. 
Com. Jeevan's body was taken by the people of his village and cremated. But even after 
three days, nobody from Vijaya's family came to claim her body. So people of some villages 
went to the station and after arguing severely with the police, were about to take her body 
with them. At that juncture her relatives came and took her body and cremated her. People 
conducted memorial meetings for Amidelu martyrs. They sang songs sung by Vijaya in her 
remembrance. 
 
Comrade Nagamani (Shakeela) 
 
Martyrdom : 26-09-2007 
 
Nagamani (22) was born in a poor adivasi family in Mullumetta village under Rintada 
panchayat of G.K. Veedhi mandal in Visakha dt. Though her parents were poor they sent her 
to school facing economic difficulties. She was an intelligent child and had studied up to tenth 
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standard, staying in a social welfare hostel in G.K. Veedhi. She joined the Radical Students 
Union there and worked actively in the student movement. She increased her political 
awareness in this work and gradually decided to dedicate her life for the revolution. She 
became a PR in 2002. In the beginning she worked in the Mahila team. She fulfilled all the 
tasks assigned to her with great dedication. She participated actively in mobilizing women into 
anti-arrack struggle in Korukonda area. She saw to it that all the AVMS units she guided 
worked actively and in a creative manner. She won the confidence of the people especially of 
women in the area and developed into a party member and then into an ACM. 
Com. Shakeela was physically very strong. She was a hard worker too. She was not only 
strong physically but mentally too. In fact, this strength of hers had turned her into a good 
soldier who could fight with the enemy bravely. She fought the enemy valiantly and actively in 
many encounters. She was a good pilot too. During repression, she used to avoid the old 
pathways and took the squad adeptly through new terrain which had no pathways at all. She 
was always very careful in taking technical precautions.  
Shakeela was very interested in songs and had a melodious voice too. She used to 
mesmerize people with her songs when she worked in the student and women's 
organizations. Due to her cultural talents, she was given the responsibility of the newly formed 
small JNM team for some days. 
She had a remarkable service nature which was worthy of a communist. So she worked as a 
doctor of the Korukonda squad for some time. She used to serve the people with patience 
while she worked as the doctor. She gained the love and confidence of the people as a 
doctor.  
When the Grey hounds attacked them at Amidelu, Shakeela was washing her face. She tried 
to reach for her weapon amidst raining bullets but she could not. She was martyred in that 
rapid firing. Let us imbibe her communist qualities of initiative, dedication and courage. 
 
 
Comrade Kumbe Rajulamma (Swetha) 
 
Martyrdom : 26-09-2007 
 
Rajulamma (18) was born in Cherlapalli village in G. Madugula mandal of Visakha dt. She 
could not go to school as they were very poor. Her parents married her off while she was as 
young as ten years old by taking thousand rupees as bride price as was the custom there. As 
a result she had to face the harassment of her in-laws from such a young age. Though she 
was beaten and abused she stayed there as she had no other way. At that juncture, party 
came to that village. Learning of party politics she understood that she need not tolerate her 
harassment at her in-laws home. She wanted to share all her problems with the squad as 
they seemed very close to her. So she escaped from her home and went to meet the squad. 
She had tried for two months and finally got hold of the squad contact. She poured out her 
heart to the guerillas. She refused to go back in spite of the guerillas trying to convince her. 
Finally the guerillas relented. They asked her to work in the local women's organization and 
gave her the responsibility of campaigning. Gradually she increased her consciousness and 
came into the squad as a full timer. 
Within a few days of her recruitment, repression became severe. Attacks by the enemy 
increased. She fought the enemy in two of those attacks. Within a few days, she became a 
crucial comrade in the squad. She learnt to read and write with lot of interest. She fulfilled the 
tasks allotted to her patiently.  
Swetha was martyred on September 26 in the Grey hound attack on them at Amidelu. 
 
 
Comrade Jeniya  
 
Martyrdom : 08-11-2007 
 
Com. Jeniya was in the militant squads of the PLGA from the beginning. With her melodious 
voice she used to sing revolutionary songs to raise the consiousness of the people. She was 
always in the forefront in facing the enemy. Seeing her organizational abilities she was given 
the task of the commander of the newly formed Rajoli squad under the Maharashtra state 
committee. On November 8, 2007 the notoriously cruel C-60 commandos surrounded the 
squad in the village Laxmipur in Korchi area forest in Maharashtra and arrested her. She was 
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brutally tortured but the enemy could not extract anything from her. She preferred to give her 
life than betraying the people she loved. 
 
Comrade Pottami Aithe (28) 
 
Martyrdom : ..-11-2007 
 
Comrade Modiyam Manglo (Kamala) 
 
Martyrdom : 18-12-2007 
 

 On December18, 2007 an encounter took place at Nirpalu village near Gudari 
of Basadhara area of Odisha state and a section commander of PLGA Com. 
Kamala died here. As a member of the main force of the PLGA, she had gone 
to Odisha on military work in 2006. She was 24 years old. She was born in the 
village Dunga in Indravathi area of Maad division. This village falls under the 
Orcha block of Narayanpur District. She belonged to a middle peasant adivasi 
family. She was called Modiyam Manglo at home. She studied upto 8th 

standard in the school in her village. 
Feudal lord Mahendra Karma's brother and local bad gentry Podiya Patel held sway in the 
Indravathi area. His family exploited the people of nearby villagers a lot. The women were 
shackled with tribal patriarchy. The revolutionary activities started in Indravathi area in 1998. 
Within a year or two, the feudal authority of Podiya Patel was overthrown and people began 
efforts to build their own power structures. Revolutionary mass organizations were built up in 
each village. People's struggles erupted all over the area. Kamala was very much influenced 
by all these activities. By 1999, KAMS unit was built up in Dunga and Kamala became its 
member. Within a short time she was elected as its vice president as she was quite active in 
the organization. Gradually she began to understand about oppression, exploitation and 
patriarchy and realized the need for armed struggle to eradicate their root. She realized that 
women can't be liberated without revolution and dedicated her life for the same. She became 
a PR in June 2000. She became a LOS member and integrated with the people. She 
organized people against exploitation and oppression. She learnt how to solve the 
contradictions among the people.  
She became a party member in June 2001. According to revolution's needs she was to be 
transferred to the medical team in March 2002. But she opposed it. But later she read a story 
about a Chinese woman comrade during the days of the Long March. It depicted the inner 
struggle of that comrade regarding her work. From that story Kamala understood that every 
person can have many kinds of aims in her/his life but the aim of a revolutionary can only be 
making revolution. That is, one has to do one's job for the revolution whole heartedly, 
whatever that work may be. She felt she was mistaken in opposing the party's resolution as 
she applied the moral of the story to herself. She wrote a self-critical letter to the party and 
sincerely joined the medical team. She began learning medical skills while serving the sick 
people and guerillas with dedication. To solve the problems inside the unit she undertook 
struggle and unity and criticism, self-criticism in a proper manner. She played an active role in 
solving those problems. 
In 2004 Kamala was transferred to PL-6. She became the teacher and doctor of this PL. 
Whichever work was allotted to her, she fulfilled it with responsibility. She adapted herself to 
the conditions as they changed. This was her greatest merit. She used to read a lot, analyzed 
what she read and thought how to apply it in practice. Seeing her work style in PL-6, one 
senior comrade of the party had commented, '' Kamala is such an intelligent comrade that 
once you give her any work, she would do it in the most proper way. This means once you 
give her some responsibility you can rest assured''. 
The Salwa Judum fascist attack started in June 2005. By November, it had spread from the 
National Park to Indravathi area. On 29th November, Naga police and Salwa Judum goons 
had attacked her village and Vedama village and burnt them down. Kamala's house was one 
among those. Com. Kamala tried to give moral support to her parents and relatives with 
communist determination. She took part bravely in the TCOC campaign from January to June 
2006 to defeat the Salwa Judum. She used to be in the forefront in punishing the Salwa 
Judum goons and attacking the enemy. She stood steadfast and displayed military prowess in 
many encounters with the enemy. 
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It was decided to send her to Odisha border area in January 2007. She was very happy. New 
state, new language, unknown people and different culture - nothing could deter her. She 
always moved ahead with enthusiasm. The last letter she had written to her friends and 
women colleagues stands testimony to her complete belief in the victory of the revolution and 
her reliance on masses.  
Our Kamala has left an indelible print on her comrades and people with her friendly nature, 
service, study, modesty and ferociousness while fighting the enemy. She was both a militant 
commander and a friendly doctor during battles. PLGA has lost an intelligent military 
commander and an uncomplaining doctor. 
 
Comrade Tapasi Malik 
 
Martyrdom : 17 or 18-12-2007 
 
 
Comrade Madkam Pojji (Jamuna) 
 
Martyrdom : 21-12-2007 
 

On December 21, 2007, Sabari squad members Jamuna and Sangitha 
were martyred in an encounter with the Grey hounds at Tiger Camp of East 
Godavari dt.  This falls under the Sabari area in Khammam division of North 
Telangana.  
Com. Pojji was born in Chinna Kedwal village of South Bastar division in 
DK. She was born in a poor adivasi family. She came into contact with the 
party at a very young age. She later worked actively in the women's 
organization. She lost her mother while she was still a child and her 
brothers had married and separated from the family. So Pojji had to take up 

the responsibility of maintaining the family. She used to sell toddy in the weekly markets and 
maintained her family. She fulfilled her revolutionary activities very actively and in a 
responsible manner. She always gave more importance to collective works than her personal 
works. She competed with the men in working actively in the fields or in building lakes. She 
developed herself in this process and became a PR at the young age of 16. She started life 
as a guerilla in 2004. 
She worked for some months in the Kistaram squad in South Bastar. Later when she was 
transferred to Khammam, she did not hesitate to go to a new area where she did not know 
the people, the culture or the language. In the same year that she was recruited, she went to 
work in Khammam district Sabari area and worked there in the name of Jamuna. She worked 
there till her last breath, 
Jamuna was very active in doing collective works in the squad and was a responsible 
comrade. Within one year, she learnt to read and write and talk Telugu which was a new 
language to her. This is not possible without good determination. The amazing thing is she 
began teaching Telugu to other squad members too. She learnt to give injections and 
medicines and took up the responsibility of a doctor too. 
Jamuna was a bubbly person and mingled immediately among the people. People, who met 
Jamuna once, could never forget her. They used to share their personal problems with her. 
She tried to mobilize people into sangams by teaching them the politics she knew.  
She was very affectionate with the people and at the same time displayed severe class hatred 
towards the enemies. She used to give more importance to learn military skills as she thought 
it was necessary if she had to defeat the enemies of the people. Though she had leg pain, 
she went each and every day to learn military skills in the military camp held in 2007. She 
practiced all those items in her daily squad life. Jamuna was given party membership in 2006. 
It is a great loss to the Khammam movement to have lost a comrade like Jamuna, who was 
active in organizational, military and political matters. She had the potential to develop into a 
great leader. 
 
Comrade Kalma Bandi (Sangitha) 
 
Martyrdom : 21-12-2007 
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Com. Bandi (18) was born in the Allivagu village of Chintur mandal in 
Khammam district. She could not go to school due to poverty. As her village 
is situated in the movement area, she used to enthusiastically meet the 
squad whenever it visited her village. She participated in all the collective 
works of the squad as long as it stayed with them. After Bandi grew up, she 
joined the women's organization in 2004 and worked actively in it. She 
developed her understanding about party politics and decided to become a 
PR. She joined the movement as a PR in 2007. She worked as Sangita in 

the Sabari squad. She used to do all her works in collective with enthusiasm. She showed 
interest in doing PT and drill. Within one year of her joining the squad, she was martyred on 
December 21, 2007 near Tiger Camp. The revolutionary movement had lost a reliable activist 
in her martyrdom. 
 
Comrade Manasa (23) (NLG) 
 
Martyrdom : 
 
One woman comrade (Chhattisgarh) 
 
Martyrdom : ..-..-2007 
 
One woman comrade (Odisha) 
 
Martyrdom : ..-..-2007 
 
Comrade Ramadevi (KNR) 
 
Martyrdom : ..-..-2007 
 
Comrade Radha 
 
Martyrdom : 
 
Com.Radha was born in a poor family in Peddapalli of Chityal mandal of Warangal district. 
She grew up in an atmosphere of revolutionary politics. After her elder sister Radha was 
martyred in an encounter in 1998 near Kothur in Mulugu mandal of Warangal district, her 
determination increased and she used to work in the village secretly under the guidance of 
the squad. She hated the anarchic acts of the ex-naxalites in the village and opposed them.  
She joined the squad as a full timer in May 2002 and worked in the Narsampet and Chityal 
LGSs. In the Chityal squad she worked as a LOS committee member. In 2004 she married 
Com.Shyam. Along with him she worked in the JNM squad till his martyrdom. 
Radha fought relentlessly against patriarchal tendencies in the squad. She opined strongly 
that special women’s meetings on women issues and problems of patriarchy should be held. 
In the special meeting conducted in 2005 she put forward her opinions in a straight forward 
manner.  
Though she was ill she used to be active always. As a performing artist she used to enthuse 
her fellow comrades. She went out for treatment and while she was resting in the squad after 
coming back their squad was attacked by the police. She died in that attack. It is a big loss for 
the district cultural movement. It is very sad that we have lost such a comrade who was 
developing herself in so many ways. Let us imbibe her qualities and take determined steps to 
reach her goal of a communist society.  
 
Comrade Savithri (Kumari) 
 
Martyrdom :  
 
Com. Savithri was born in the village Damerathogu of Gundala mandal of Khammam district. 
She was very much interested in song and dance from childhood. Taking into consideration 
her interest, the party suggested that she take training with JNM and she accepted this 
decision happily. She went to Hyderabad and trained with JNM. She participated actively in 
many cultural activities and toured the whole of AP giving cultural programmes with JNM. 
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After repression increased she went underground according to the party’s decision and joined 
the Manugur squad. In a life full of hardships she used to enthuse her fellow squad members 
by using her art. She learnt to read and write within a short period. She developed herself 
through hard work. Savithri opposed traditional marriages in adivasi society and authority of 
elders in the villages. She was conscious that women have to fight for equality with men.  
She was part of an ambush team set up for the enemy. But they were caught in a counter 
ambush and Com. Savithri died in that attack.  
 
One Woman Comrade (Chhattisgarh) 
 
Martyrdom : 
 
One woman Comrade (Orissa) 
 
Martyrdom : 
 
Comrade Ramadevi 
 
Martyrdom : 
 
Comrade Mamata 
 
Martyrdom : 
 
Comrade Saraswathi Devi 
 
Martyrdom : 
 
Saraswathi Devi belonged to the village Soharayya of Pirtand Thana of Giridih dt. She 
belonged to a poor peasant family. She was associated with revolutionary work since 1993. 
She started the work of women’s organization and went from village to village building up the 
organization. She organized village women into NMS and involved vast masses of women in 
the various programmes and successfully conducted those programmes. Com. Saraswathi 
died due to snake bite. She left us and her dream for socialism was also left unfulfilled but it 
our duty to fulfill this dream of the martyr. 
 
Comrade Suryamuni Devi 
 
Martyrdom : 
 
Com. Suryamuni Devi belonged to the village Jammi Chuva of Pirtand Thana of Giridh dt. 
She was a member of the village NMS. She was 60 years old. She was active in the activities 
of NMS in her village, calling meetings, building up the organization, involving people in rallies 
and demonstrations etc. When party comrades took shelter in her home she used to look 
after their safety diligently. She was associated with village NMS since 1990. She died due to 
illness after a party life of eleven years. She belonged to a poor peasant family. 
 
Comrade Parvathi 
 
Martyrdom : 
 
Com. Parvathi belonged to the village Lohra under Keredari Thana of Hazaribagh dt. She 
belonged to a poor peasant family. She was 41 years old. She worked in NMS since 1990. 
She was a professional member. She went from village to village in the border areas of 
Chatra and Hazaribagh and organized NMS. She conducted meetings of vast masses of men 
and women, discussed politics and involved thousands of the people in rallies and 
demonstrations. Due to serious illness she died at her home.  
 
Comrade Manjudi 
 
Martyrdom : 



 190

 
Com. Manjudi was a poor adivasi (Chero) woman. She was born in the 
village Patna of Barbayya panchayat of the newly formed Latehar dt. 
Her father was Hari Singh and mother was Kismathiya Devi. They 
brought up their children amidst dire poverty. Her father had died. Com. 
Manju was the youngest among four brothers and four sisters. She was 
married to the son of a poor peasant. It was the tradition to have a 
ceremony called ‘gouna’ after marriage without which marriage is not 
consummated. But due to some problems this did not take place. 
Relations between the two families were cut off. Manju continued to 
study and wrote her matric exams. She failed the exam. Later she 

joined the organization. She contributed for the organization for many years. She worked with 
great dedication and enthusiasm. While she was on her work, the renegade Bhuneshwar 
Uraon made her eat the meals he arranged for and while she was making her way back to the 
comrades, he killed her with bullets. He had made a gang of his own by joining forces with 
some goondas and zamindars. The party was not aware of this. Com. Manju was going to 
meet her comrades. The renegade killed her on the way. She died on the spot. She laid down 
her life bravely for the liberation of the poor people. A Martyr Column was built in her memory 
in the village Uraotand. Every year the people pay homage to her there. The government 
always tries to stall these memorial meetings. But each year the people unfailingly come to 
her column, light candles, adorn it with flowers and conduct meetings vowing to fulfill her 
dreams. 
 
Comrade Sham Kuvar (Sunanda) 
 
Martyrdom : 20-01-2008 
 
On 20th January 2008 at 11.30 am on the borders of Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh at 
Nirpura Tekdi the cruel MP police force ‘Hawk Force’ attacked the squad in which the Sub-
DVCM Sunanda was martyred. The sentry comrades already started firing and with the 
caution of the commander the defence team advanced, in which Com. Sunanda was also a 
member. The defence team advanced firing rapidly and protected the leadership from the 
enemy. She got injured at this time. By the time she told the comrade at her side, that 
comrade also got injured. She informed the leadership of the injuries and came over till about 
100 metres on her own. Other comrades rushed to her giving her cover firing. They lifted her 
from that spot and brought her over. All the comrades retreated. But due to excessive 
bleeding during retreat she died on the way. Thus she laid down her precious life while 
protecting her comrades. 
 Sunanda’s life was one of struggle. Sham Kuvar born in a poor madavi adivasi family 
became the revolutionary Sunanda by fighting against feudal opression from her childhood. 
She had been a victim of social customs. Her parents wanted to get her married to her uncle’s 
son (called the putul tradition). She fought for her democratic right to marry according to her 
liking.  
 When she was in the village, she joined the mass organization and took part in the 
anti-liquor struggle. She had an active role in organizing the women. She fought in the family 
and likewise she inspired the women also to fight against these customs. Compared to men, 
women have to fight more to enter the social arena and it is all the more difficult if she is a 
mother. Com. Sunanda serves as a beacon light to all such mothers who cannot decide 
between motherhood and dedication to the people. She left three little children at home and 
joined the movement. Her motherly love was of a higher degree, that was why she could not 
love just her children and embraced lakhs of people with her love. She understood the inter 
link between the problems of her family and that of the whole society and plunged herself into 
the People’s War to solve them.  
 She learnt to read and write after joining the party. She gradually developed from a 
squad member to a Sub-DVCM. She was a delegate to the district party conference in 2000. 
Since then she was a delegate to all party conferences and plenums of the North Gadchiroli-
Gondia division (Maharashtra state) till its third conference in 2006. In the division wide 
classes conducted to develop women’s movement in the division, she played an important 
role by placing many points on how patriarchy was developing in the society and party and 
how to recognize it. She used to regularly read the party documents, collect reports from the 
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field and study them and report all issues to the party committee. Whether it was an 
organizational matter or personal matter she always put it before the party committee. Such 
was her discipline. She had an amazing ability to bear all the rigours of a guerilla life.  
 Her guerilla life started in the Tipragadh squad when she joined it in 1992. Seeing her 
determination she was selected for technical work. She worked in that field steadfastly from 
1993 to 1995. She once again joined the squad after that. She was in the Devri squad for a 
period and then she was transferred to the Tanda Squad. For two years she played a 
prominent role in organizing people into struggles. She participated in all struggles side by 
side with the people. There was a historic rally on famine in Tanda in which she played a 
crucial role. She was elected to the AC in 1998 on virtue of her work. Later till her last breath 
she looked after the responsibility of the Darekassa squad which was the major part of her 
work. The prominent struggles under her leadership were two huge rallies for water in famine, 
the bamboo and tendu leaf struggles for increase in rates. Large meetings were held by 
forming struggle committees. The participation of thousands of people in a rally in 2003 from 
Darekassa area is a testimony to her deep relations with the masses.  
 She was a warrior and was always in the forefront in military matters. In the 
ambushes at Bevartola and Bendadi and in the Churiya raid, surrounded by the police in 
Chand Suraj and in the police ambush at Pipariya, she fought bravely. She fought the police 
in many firings courageously. She was much disciplined in following commanders’ cautions. 
We can find this in her last battle too where she laid down her life. 
 Many are the great revolutionary characteristics of Com. Sunanda which we have to 
emulate. Only by fighting till our last breath for a new society we can pay our homage to her.  
 
Comrade Tellam Kamala (Rambatti) 
 
Martyrdom : 16-02-2008 
 

Rambatti was born in Toyanar (Mormelpara) in a middle class adivasi family 
of West Bastar. Her father was the sarpanch of the village. At first, this village 
was away from revolutionary activities. She came into contact with the party 
and was recruited into PLGA. She worked in Mirtul LOS for one year. When 
she was transferred to PL-6, she accepted the proposal happily. In her five 
years of revolutionary life, she never looked back and did not even meet her 
family. 

After the launch of fascist SJ in 2005, like hundreds of other families, Rambatti's family was 
also shattered. Her own brother Ramesh joined SJ and became an enemy of the people. He 
became synonymous with atrocities and terror in the nearby villages. The party decided to 
annihilate him. This was a crucial test for Rambatti. But she steadfastly upheld the principle 
that 'class relation is higher than blood relation' and supported the decision of the party 
without any hesitation. She participated actively in the TCOC of the party directed to defeat 
the SJ.  
As part of the main forces Rambatti was sent to Odisha state and finally she was martyred 
there. She endeared herself to the people of Motu and Kalimela. Due to her militancy, 
discipline and leadership qualities she became a PPC member. 
On December 18, 2007 near Gudari the Andhra grey hounds had attacked the guerilla camp 
which was set up for the preparations of Nayagadh attack. Com. Kamala was martyred in that 
attack, Com. Rambatti showed enormous courage and just from a distance of 20 metres went 
near Kamala and got hold of her SLR. She participated in the historic Nayagadh raid and also 
in the heroic battle at Gosama on 16 February, 2008. She fought like a lioness in that battle 
and with all her being ensured the success in that battle. It was in that battle that she was 
martyred along with Com. Iqbal. Whenever the PLGA warriors look at the weapons seized in 
Nayagadh on their shoulders, they remember the martyrdom of Rambatti and Iqbal. 
 
Comrade Veko Santhi 
 
Martyrdom : 18-02-2008 
 

Santhi was born in Kesmondi village in a middle class family which is four 
km away from Bhairamgadh block in Bijapur district. She was the second 
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child and had three sisters a  nd a brother. Her mother died due to illness while she was still a 
child. She was brought up by her father. 
At the age of 16, she worked as KAMS member and filled both household responsibilities and 
that of the organization. She was in the forefront in struggles opposing political, social and 
cultural oppression on women and in the propaganda campaigns. 
After the state sponsored SJ was launched, like many young men and women of her 
generation, Santhi also joined the militia to protect their property, villages and their people. 
She worked for one year in the Jan militia. Later she was transferred to Company-2 in 2007. 
She learnt military skills and also to read and write. She became a party member. She fulfilled 
her responsibilities with discipline. She was in the forefront in carrying weights. 
The police, SPOs and goons came to know that Santhi had joined the party. So they caught 
her father and beat him black and blue asking about her whereabouts and forcing him to 
make her surrender. They broke his hand and dragged him to the Bhairamgadh sibir. He 
stayed there for some days and after assuring them that he would bring back his daughter for 
surrendering, came back to the village. But the father thought there was nothing wrong in 
what his daughter was doing. The SJ goons had destroyed our lives, 'I'll never hand over my 
daughter to the goons in the sibir' thought he. He decided that it is better for his daughter and 
other young men and women to fight for justice, for people. Though the sibir goons and SPOs 
are harassing him a lot, this old man is still somehow eking out a living in the village. 
On the other hand, the attacks of SJ goons on the people continued. The people, PLGA were 
resisting them by giving blow over blow to them. As part of it on February 18, 2008, on getting 
information that CRPF, SPO goons were coming to attack the villages PLGA forces engaged 
themselves for ambush at Tadkel.  
Though Santhi did not have a weapon, she followed her commander's caution to advance 
without any hesitation as part of the advance batch. Six CRPF Jawans were killed in this 
ambush and their weapons were seized. The remaining police were firing rapidly. But Santhi 
advanced amidst bullets (though unarmed) to seize weapons from the enemy. She died in 
that attempt.  
At the young age of 18, Santhi died in people's war for the liberation of the people. Her 
martyrdom is immortal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comrade Mano Pusali (Kumme) 
 
Martyrdom : 22-02-2008 
 
On February 22, 2008, an encounter took place between PLGA and C-60 commandos of 
Gadchiroli at Dobur. Four comrades Radha, Kumme, Rajitha and Jaggu were martyred here. 

Kumme was born in Penugonda village of Bhamragadh taluq of 
Gadchiroli district. Her parents died when she was young. Her 3 elder 
brothers separated from joint family. The young Kumme had to look 
after her two small brothers. They used to work in the homes of the 
people and filled their stomachs with great difficulty. When she turned 
15, she went with her brother to live with uncle. She came into contact 
with party after going there. Whenever the squad visited the village, she 
definitely went to meet them. 
The village elders tried to stop the young men and women from going 
to meet them secretly. Kumme was very much influenced by seeing the 
status women were accorded in the squads. Seeing the equal status of 
women and their independence, she also wished to join the squad. 

As her uncle forced her to marry his son, she was in trouble. If she doesn't agree, then her 
younger brothers will not be looked after. If she agrees then her life would become 
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meaningless. She felt that by joining the party she could care for lakhs of children and her 
brothers also would be part of them. Thinking so, she joined the squad in November 2004. 
She was a member of PL-7 from the beginning. She was in the forefront in the attack on SJ in 
National Park area in 2005. In 2005 in Kasampalli village of Perimili area in an encounter the 
PL deputy Lalsu was martyred but Kumme continued to fight bravely. During the joint TCOC, 
comrades from Maad, National Park and Bhamragad areas gathered together, about a 
hundred in number. Kumme conducted the kitchen very efficiently at that time without giving 
any scope for complaints. She always strived to increase her political and military knowledge. 
She married the comrade she loved. She told him before marriage that her first priority was 
revolution. She was a comrade with steely determination. She conducted her revolutionary 
activities seriously. She never got upset even when she heard of the sad plight of her 
brothers. Though her life span was short, her ideals are forever.  
 
Comrade Kamala (Radha) 
 
Martyrdom : 22-02-2008 

 
Kamala was born in a family which had withstood the severe repression of the 
enemy in Gadchiroli district between 1991 and1994. It was a testing period for 
sympathizers too as those who gave food to the naxalites were also killed. She 
was born in Kosmi village in a poor family. Her childhood was spent in famine 
and poverty. She became a member of the KAMS. She organized the women 
of her village in KAMS. Later she joined the Praja Rakshak Dal (PRD) and 
participated in many attacks. Then she got recruited into the Tipragarh squad 
in 2003. She became a member of the PL-7. As a member of PL-7, she 

participated in many raids and encounters. She was counted amongst the best fighters in the 
PL. Even during her last encounter in Dobur on February 22nd in 2008, the bravery she 
displayed was exemplary.  
In Dobur, Radha was injured in her leg as soon as firing started from the police. She 
continued firing in spite of the injury. She had the SLR of the deputy commander who was ill. 
She killed a commando with the first bullet she fired. She continued firing till the sick 
comrades of the PL were evacuated safely. After all the bullets with her were finished, she 
threw a grenade to stop the enemy from advancing. Her body was ridden with enemy bullets 
and she breathed her last.  
She was a model in bravery and courage. She was very friendly and had comradely relations 
with all in the PL. She had no gaps with anybody. Her sweet words were her hallmark. She 
personified communist values. Let us pay red homage to her.  
 
Comrade Neeli Vadde (Rajitha) 
 
Martyrdom : 22-02-2008 

  
Rajitha was born in a poor, revolutionary family. Her father 
Jooru Vadde was a beloved leader of the people. He was 
Perimili squad commander. He was martyred in the Jarawada 
firing in April 1999. Neeli was a small child then, not knowing 
the meaning of martyrdom or revolution. But as she grew up, 
she began emulating her father's ideals. Her brothers 
distanced themselves from the party after their father died. But 
Rajitha wanted to continue his legacy of sacrifice. She joined 
the party in 2004. She was very interested in songs, dance and 
dramas. Her performances were praised by the people. After 
working for a few days in CNM, she joined the PL-7 and learnt 
military skills. Though she was very young, her dreams were 
big. Her martyrdom is a loss to the party. She was martyred in 
Dobur in February 22, 2008. 
 

Comrade Madkam Budri 
 
Martyrdom : 18-03-2008 
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Madkam Budri (23) was born in a middle class adivasi family in the village Gamapada located 
in the Pamed area of South Bastar division.  
Com. Budri was the commander of CNM in the village. She was always in the forefront in the 
propaganda campaigns propagating the calls of the party. She fulfilled the responsibility of 
cultural programmes in many meetings. Later she expressed the desire to join the squad and 
she was recruited into the LGS on September 5, 2005. She learnt military discipline and rules 
while working with the squad. She earnestly tried to learn to read and write. She never 
hesitated to clear her doubts by discussing with comrades. She used to participate in political 
discussions to increase her political consciousness. She was shifted to PL-9 in 2006 and she 
was given party membership in March 2006. She was given the responsibility of teacher in 
the PL. She fulfilled this responsibility with enthusiasm. She participated in the raid on the 
Basaguda sibir on March 6, 2006. On March 18, they had an encounter with the grey hounds 
and Budri died in that attack. Her body was found near Palagudem. Pamed comrades bid her 
farewell along with her family members and paid red homage to her. She was cremated with 
revolutionary honours and people took oath to carry on her lofty aims. 
 
Comrade Ravva Sanni 
 
Martyrdom : 18-03-2008 
 
Com. Sanni (23) was born in the village Errapad of Pamed area of Bijapur district. She was a 
member of the Bal Sangam at first and later for two years she worked as the deputy of the 
Jan militia. She always kept her militia members alert and ready to defend the property and 
lives of the people and prepared them for the battles with the enemy. She was always in the 
forefront in the attacks on the enemy and served as a model to the members. She 
participated in the household chores too.  
Sanni's parents had put lot of pressure on her to marry. She explained to her parents that she 
had chosen the revolutionary path and that she would not marry. She joined the Pamed 
squad in March 2007. Within ten months she was shifted to PL-9. She learnt to read and write 
and learnt military discipline too in the squad. She was martyred on March 18 in an encounter 
with the grey hounds. Sanni went on firing till her last breath. She was a member of the A 
section in the ambush party. She fought bravely along with her comrades and was martyred 
there. The whole party is proud of such brave comrades. Red salutes to Com. Budri. 
 
Comrade Punem Jogi 
 
Martyrdom : 18-03-2008 

 
Jogi was born in Gundam village located in Bhopalpatnam 
tehsil of Bijapur district in the Punem family. She was just 17 
years old. Her father Punem Sannu was the local leader of the 
peasant association. Inspired by her father's work for the people 
she also began participating in revolutionary activities actively. 
She joined the Jan militia and learnt to do sentry duty, patrolling 
and to resist the enemy. She fulfilled her responsibilities 
cleverly. Seeing this ability, the AC decided to transfer her to 
PL-9. Jogi was martyred at a very young age but she dreamt 

big. Every soldier should learn from Com.Jogi. 
 
Comrade Madkam Bayi 
 
Martyrdom : 18-03-2008 
 
Com. Bayi was born in Rayagudem village located in Jagargonda area of Konta tehsil. 21 
years old Com. Bayi lived with her parents, a younger sister and three brothers. Her family 
was very poor. She grew up in a revolutionary atmosphere. She always wanted to grow up 
fast so that she could join the people's army. So she was very happy the day she got 
recruited. Her older brother also got recruited but he did not continue and returned home. But 
Bayi opposed her brother's decision to go back and stood firmly with the people. She was 
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shifted to PL-9 in October 2006. She developed her political and military abilities in the PL. 
She died on March 18, 2008 at Kanchal while heroically fighting the enemy.  
 
Comrade Kovasi Vimala 
 
Martyrdom : 18-03-2008 
 

Com. Vimala (21) was born in Jangla village of Bhamragadh tehsil 
of Bijapur district in West Bastar division. Her mother died due to 
illness when she was very young. She joined the Bal Sangathan. 
She was still a child when the government launched the Jan Jagran 
Abhiyan on a large scale. Villages were burnt down and people 
were forcefully evacuated to the sibirs. All the youngsters of the 
village joined the Jan militia for the defence of their villages. Vimala 
was one among them. She was shifted to Pamed squad of South 
Bastar division from West Bastar in 2006. She became a party 
member in 2007. 
She learnt to read and write in the party. She was a disciplined 
comrade and followed all rules earnestly. She went to meet her 
parents with the permission of the party and while returning she 

was caught in the Kanchal encounter. She was in the village at that time and was caught by 
the grey hounds. The unarmed Vimala was caught and killed in cold blood. The brave Vimala 
will always live in the hearts of the people. 
 
Old mother Avalam Lakshmi 
 
Martyrdom : 18-03-2008 
 
Old mother Avalam Lakshmi was living with her four sons and two daughters in the 
Palagudem village. It was a middle peasant family. Whenever the squads visited her village 
she looked after the comrades like her own sons and daughters. On the day of the Kanchal 
encounter, she was roaming in the forests to gather grass. When she heard the sounds of the 
bullets she was afraid. When the police noticed her they immediately killed her without any 
trace of humanity. Not stopping at that they damaged her face and filled her body in a sack so 
that nobody would recognize her. The people would never forgive the greyhounds who were 
responsible for her death and would avenge it.  
 
Comrade Aruna (Rama)  
 
Martyrdom : 02-04-2008 
 
Aruna was born in a poor family in Gatla Narsingapur village of Bhimadevarapalli mandal in 
Karimnagar district. She studied till tenth standard. She was married at a young age. But it 
was an oppressive relationship for her and so she took divorce. As their family was 
sympathetic to the revolutionary movement, she had been influenced by party politics since 
she was a child. With that inspiration she worked as a private teacher in the village and began 
participating in revolutionary activities. Martyr comrade Nyalakonda Rajitha was her political 
guru. With her guidance, Rama participated actively in the women's organization activities. In 
that process, repression on her increased and she became a full timer of the party in 1997. 
She worked as a squad member in Husnabad and Huzurabad areas. She married Com. Srinu 
who was the editorial board member of Praja Vimukthi, the political magazine of NTSZC in 
1999. Com. Srinu was martyred in 2002. She overcame this personal tragedy with courage 
and worked with renewed determination.  
Seeing her patience in serving the sick people, party had selected her to undergo doctor 
training and she took one year training in DK. She gained good medical knowledge during this 
training by working hard. She mingled very well with the cadres. Due to this and her service 
nature, she left an indelible mark on her comrades and won their confidence. Later she 
married Com. Azad, who was an SZCM in NT. Rama and Azad were transferred to 
Maharashtra in 2003. She worked as Lalitha in Gondia district. She was an ACM there.  
Comrades Azad and Rama were caught by the murderous SIB of AP and both of them were 
tortured cruelly to reveal party secrets. They cut her finger too. But she did not bow before the 
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enemy. She preferred death by defying the enemy than life through surrender. Both these 
comrades were murdered in cold blood on April 2, 2008. 
Thousands of people had attended the funeral of Rama and paid revolutionary homage to 
their brave daughter. Rama had always remained with the party in spite of facing adverse 
conditions and the people never forget such comrades who dedicate their lives for the people. 
The attendance of thousands of people at the funeral defying enemy repression stands 
testimony to this fact. Let us imbibe the sacrificial nature of Rama that defied enemy tortures. 
The people built a memorial column for the revolutionary couple in her village. 
 
 
Comrade Anuradha Gandhy (54) 
 
Martyrdom : 12-04-2008 
 

ON April 12 2008 Anuradha (alias Narmada, 
Varsha, Janaki, Rama) passed away after an attack 
of falciperum malaria. With this the Indian working 
class lost one of  its ablest and topmost woman 
leader who with sheer hard work, deep ideological 
and political study, and revolutionary dedication 
rose from the ranks to become a member of the 
Central Committee of the C.P.I (Maoist). 
She was just 54 at the time of her martyrdom. She 
had just returned after spending a week in 
Jharkhand taking classes amongst the tribals on the 
question of women’s oppression. After getting high 
fever on April 6th she was not able to get proper 
medical attention due to the difficulties of 
underground life. The local pathologist said there 
was no malarial infection in the blood and so she 
was treated for stomach upset by a local doctor. It 
was only on 11th after another blood test that she 

realised that she had falciperum malaria. Though even on that morning she appeared fine, 
inside, the falciperum bacteria had already affected her lungs, heart and kidney which had 
already been weakened by systemic scerlosis. Though she was admitted in a hospital 
immediately, barely within an hour her systems began failing. Though she was put on oxygen 
and later life-support systems, the end came the next morning. While on oxygen she was 
conscious and her eyes wide open. The same soft eyes with her depth of expression, though 
in acute pain with probable knowledge that she was sinking.  
The degeneration was catalysed by the fact that she had an incurable disease, systemic 
sclerosis. This auto-immune disease first affected her hands and slowly attacked the inner 
organs. Detected two years ago and probably in existence since the last 5 years, it had 
already affected her lungs and heart beat. Yet, with her commitment to the masses and 
revolution she worked with the same ardour as earlier. She rarely spoke of the disease and 
took on even the most strenuous tasks. Her commitment to the cause of revolution was 
unshakable no matter what the ups and downs. Being with the incipient revolutionary 
movement right from her college days in the early 1970s in Mumbai, she gave up a career as 
a brilliant lecturer, and dedicated her entire life to the revolution. At the 9th Congress-Unity 
Congress of the Communist Party of India (Maoist), she was the single woman comrade to be 
elected to its Central Committee.  
In this span of about 35 years work with the Indian revolutionary movement she has 
contributed much to the building of the revolutionary movement in the country, not only 
organisationally, but also politically and ideologically. She was one of the founders of the CPI 
(ML) Party in Maharashtra.  Though her prime focus was in Maharashtra (both the Western 
and the Vidharbha region) her work also contributed to the building of some all-India 
organisation and even of the Dandakaranya movement. Even at a late age of over 40, and 
after serving as a senior professor teaching sociology to post-graduate students at Nagpur 
University, she moved to live with the tribals of Bastar staying with the armed squads for three 
years.  



 197

She started her political life at Elphinstine College Mumbai in 1972 which became the hub of 
radical left-wing activities in the 1970s, primarily due to her initiation. Earlier she had visited 
the Bangladesh refugee camps and had gone to the famine hit people with a group of 
students during the horrible famine in Maharashtra of 1972. Deeply moved by what she saw 
there, and being a very sensitive person, she began taking part in college activities and social 
work with the poor. While active amongst students she came in touch with the student 
organisation PROYOM (Progressive Youth Movement), which was connected to the then 
Naxalite movement. She soon became its active member, and later one of its leaders. She 
also worked in the slums through which she developed her first interaction with dalits, the dalit 
movement and the horrors of untouchability. She was a participant in the radical Dalit Panther 
movement of 1974; and in the 3-month long Worli clashes with the Shiv Sena. Her sensitive 
nature drew her to the agony of dalit oppression and led her to seek answers to it.  
She read voraciously and gained a deep knowledge of Marxism. Later, in the post-Emergency 
period she became one the leading figures in the country in the civil liberties movement and 
was one of the initiators of the CPDR (Committee of Protection of Democratic Rights). In 1982 
she moved from Mumbai to Nagpur and while teaching at Nagpur University she actively 
participated in, and played a leading role in the trade union and dalit movements in the region. 
In the process she went a number of times to jail. With State repression increasing she was 
forced to go underground. Later, at the call of the Party she went to Bastar to work among the 
tribals, and on returning she took up the responsibility once again of building the revolutionary 
movement in Maharashtra. Since the last 15 years she has been working in the underground, 
building the Party and Maharashtra as well as leading the women’s wing of the Party, until her 
sudden and untimely demise.  
Early Life 
Anu was born into a family that came from the CPI of the 1940s and 1950s. Her parents, the 
Shanbags, were married in the CPI office of the undivided Party in Mumbai and active in the 
Party till the mid 1950s. Her father was, in the 1950s, in the Defence Committee taking up the 
legal cases of the communists arrested in the Telangana struggle and later became a well 
known progressive lawyer of Mumbai; the mother is an active social worker who, even at this 
late age, is active with a women’s group. It was in this liberal atmosphere that the children 
grew up. Anu grew to become a revolutionary, while her brother is a noted progressive play-
writer and theatre artist of Mumbai. In her school days Anu was a brilliant student of the J.B. 
Petit School at Santacruz, always topping in her class. Here, she also learnt classical 
dancing. With her parents from a communist background, Anu was open to all ideas and 
views, including communist, and encouraged to read.  
It was within this environment that she could easily get attracted to revolutionary politics when 
she came in touch with it in her college days. Those were the days when the communist 
movement was sweeping the world. The youth throughout the world was reverberating with 
the great impact of the Cultural Revolution in China and the historic advance of the 
Vietnamese people in their war with the US imperialists. Within this international ferment, 
Naxalbari exploded over India and inspired an entire generation, not only in India, but all of 
South Asia. All this had its impact on the young Anu. As already mentioned she joined the 
radical student organisation, PROYOM, and later went on to become one of the founder 
members of the CPI (ML) in Maharashtra. In 1977 she married a fellow comrade. She was 
one of the most important persons to initiate the revolutionary movement in Mumbai and then 
again a prime factor to spread the movement to Vidarbha in the early 1980s. Particularly 
notable is the fact that she was the comrade who was primarily responsible for bringing the 
dalit issue in Maharashtra onto the revolutionary agenda.  
Growth as a Renowned Revolutionary Mass Leader  
During the late 1970s, Anuradha was in the forefront of the countrywide civil liberties 
movement. In the early 1980s, with the formation of the CPI (ML) (People’s War), and the 
spread of the revolutionary movement to Gadchiroli district of Maharashtra, there was talk of 
the need to spread the revolutionary activities from Mumbai to Vidharbha. Here too she was 
one of the pioneers, giving up her job in the Mumbai College and her high profile public life 
and shifting to Nagpur; a place totally unknown to her. Her focus of activities in Vidharbha 
was primarily trade union work and amongst dalits.  
In the trade unions she worked primarily amongst construction workers and led many a 
militant struggle. Most notable was the lengthy strike at the Khaparkheda (30 kms from 
Nagpur) thermal power plant being constructed, of about 5,000 workers. This ended in police 
firing and curfew being declared in the region. She was also involved in organising the 
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‘molkarins’ (house servants) of Nagpur, workers in the MIDC companies at Hingna (Nagpur), 
railway workers, bidi workers in Bhandara, powerloom workers at Kamptee (15 kms from 
Nagpur), and other unorganised sector workers, and later shifted to Chandrapur to help 
organise the coal-mine and construction workers there. Most of these unorganised sector 
workers had defacto no basic trade union rights and were totally ignored by the traditional 
unions. She also developed links for joint activities with other progressive trade union leaders 
of the region from not only Nagpur, but also from Chandrapur, Amravati, Jabalpur, Yeotmal, 
etc. In these struggles she was arrested a few times, and had spent a number of days in 
Nagpur jail. Inspite of her job, she became a renowned revolutionary trade union leader of the 
region.  
Besides this, she was even more active within the dalit community organising and awakening 
them against caste oppression and for their liberation from this oppressive system. She was 
infact one of the pioneers amongst the revolutionary Marxists to have addressed the issue of 
dalit oppression and caste discrimination at a very early stage itself. She had read extensively 
Ambedkar and other sociological writings on the caste question. Unlike the traditional 
Marxists she fully identified with dalits and infact moved her Nagpur residence to one of the 
largest dalit bastis of Mahrashtra, Indora. Though this was a stronghold of most of the dalit 
leaders and a hotbed of dalit politics, large sections of the youth soon began getting attracted 
to the Naxalites. Particularly the cultural troupes she helped organise had enormous impact. 
She grew to become the open face of the Maoists in the dalit movement; and became one of 
the major public speakers at most dalit meetings in Vidarbha. Though vehemently opposed by 
the dalit leaders, with her deep study of Ambedkar, dalit issues and caste oppression, she 
could stand her ground, with widespread support from the youth.  
Besides, all this, she was also instrumental in building the revolutionary women’s movement 
in Nagpur. She stood out as a shining example for all progressive women who played an 
active role overcoming all the patriarchal constraints of society around. She inspired a large 
number of women not only in to the women’s organisation but also in to the Party.  
She wrote profusely on the topic in both English and Marathi, presenting a class view-point to 
the issue and countering not only the numerous post-modernist trends on this issue but the 
wrong Marxist interpretations of the dalit and caste questions. The most elaborate article on 
the issue was a 25-page piece in Marathi that appeared in Satyashodhak Marxvad (the organ 
of Sharad Patil from Dhule) explaining a Marxist stand on the dalit question and linking dalit 
liberation with the task of the new democratic revolution in the country. Till today this article is 
quoted by many. Many years later it was she who prepared the original draft on the basis of 
which the erstwhile CPI (ML) (PW) prepared the first ever caste policy paper within the 
Marxist movement in India. In this draft she outlined that in India the democratisation of 
society is inconceivable without smashing the elitist caste system and fighting all forms of 
caste oppressions, most particularly its crudest form against dalits in the form of 
untouchability. Much of the views expressed by her then in the mid-1990s, have now been 
adopted by the CPI (Maoist) in its recent Congress.  
Besides these two fields of work there were many notable events that occurred in which she 
played a pioneering role while in Nagpur. Particularly we mention two such examples; which 
had an indelible revolutionary impact on the consciousness of the people of Vidharbha. The 
first was the Kamlapur Conference of 1984; the second was the JNM Cultural programme led 
by Gaddar, in 1992. 
The Kamplapur Conference was organised deep in the forests of Gadchirolli by the incipient 
Naxalite movement in the region. A massive campaign, led by Anuradha, was carried out all 
over Vidarbha to attend the Conferece, while the armed squads did a huge mobilisation within 
the forests. Though the Conference was ruthlessly crushed by the police, hundreds and 
thousands of people began flocking towards Kamplapur — a small village deep in the forests. 
The revolutionary message from Kamlapur reverberated throughout the region for months. 
The proposed Gaddar programme in Nagpur, which too was crushed by ruthless police 
action, had an even greater impact. People still recollect the diminutive Anuradha climbing 
onto a motor cycle to address the large crowd gathered on the streets outside the college hall 
which had been sealed by the police, inspite of a High Court order allowing the programme. 
Though thousands of police had surrounded the hall and occupied all approach-roads to it, 
there was a big gathering, including a large number of journalists, lecturers, writers, lawyers, 
and even senior faculty members. All were lathi-chared as soon as Gaddar appeared. Though 
the programme did not take place this was head-line news for nearly two months.  Both these 
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events had a major impact on spreading revolutionary views widely all over Vidharbha and it 
was she who was the main architect of both these programmes. 
Inspite all these activities she was a very popular teacher amongst her students showing a 
high level of responsibility towards them, not missing a single lecture. Like any task she took 
up, she would be thorough and conscientious about it. So, she was much loved by her 
students, and respected by her professor colleagues. But later, due to intense police pressure 
the Party felt her affectivity would be more from the underground. And so, since about 1994 
she has functioned continuously from the underground; braving all the difficulties of 
underground life.  
During her one-and-a-half decade in the Vidharbha region she had an enormous impact on 
the region in bringing revolutionary politics to the area. Not only did she, together with others, 
build a revolutionary working class movement, and powerful revolutionary movement among 
dalits, but she also helped build the revolutionary student movement and attracting a vast 
cross-section of intellectuals, including senior professors, journalists, noted playwrights and 
top advocates of the region. Soon after coming to Nagpur, after the death of revolutionary 
writer of AP, Cherabandaraju, she got his poems translated into Marathi and an anthology 
containing those poems was released at a function by the most renowned Marathi poet of the 
region. The Marathi translation of the poems sold extensively all over Maharashtra, creating a 
major impact. Among the many fields she worked, her most effective impact was taking 
revolutionary politics amongst the dalits and arousing them to a revolutionary consciousness.  
She was one of the most prominent leaders of the civil liberties movement in the post 
Emergency period and played a prominent role in the famous Civil Liberties Conference held 
in 1977 at Delhi, demanding the release of political prisoners. The conference included such 
leading lights as V.M.Tarkunde, Govinda Mukhoty, VaraVara Rao, Subba Rao, Sudesh Vaid 
and even some ruling class elements as George Fernandez and Arun Shourie. She continued 
this role through the 1980s inspite of all her other activities.  
She also played a role in the formation of the AILRC (All India League of Revolutionary 
Culture) formed in 1983. She was one of the main speakers at the Sindri (near Dhanbad) 
Conference of the AILRC in 1985, together with KVR, Gaddar, VV.  Rao, Bali Yadav, and 
others.  Many in the region remember her fondly from those days. 
Call of Bastar 
Having carried the revolutionary message of the Dandakaranya movement to the rest of 
Vidharbha, she, without flinching, responded to the call of the Party to shift base to Bastar. In 
the second half of the 1990s she spent three years living with the squads amongst the Bastar 
tribals. Carrying a rifle and in military fatigue she spent the next three years of her 
revolutionary life amongst the adivsis of DK. She went out of her way to gather many a study 
on the Gond tribals to the Party leaders of DK. She always maintained that these three years 
were one of the most fulfilling in her life where she learned about the lives and struggles of 
the Gond tribals of Bastar. She keenly studied their lives and how the movement was built. 
She particularly focused on the lives of the women, their organisation, the KAMS (Krantikari 
Adivasi Mahilla Sanghathna) and the women in the squads. She also learned how to wield the 
gun and as part of the squad she carried one for her self-defence. In fact, on one occasion 
she had a very narrow escape when the police came within feet of where they were resting. 
Their firing missed her and the retaliation by her squad allowed them to retreat without any 
loss of life.  
She spent most of her time there, in the Byramgadh area which, recently, has been in the 
limelight for facing the brunt of the Salwa Judum attacks.Her tenacity in staying with the 
squads astounded and impressed even the local tribals who would time and again mention 
how at this late age she had managed to come and stay there.  
During this period she also spent much time in taking classes, mainly for the growing 
leadership amongst tribal women. She took classes on women’s health issues, women’s 
oppression and the new democratic revolution, on imparting general  knowledge, on imparting 
the rudiments of Marxism, etc. She helped draft handbills and wrote numerous articles in the 
local Party magazine.  
Towards the last part of her stay she was given independent charge of the West Bastar area 
covering what is known as the National Park region. This too is a region which is affected by 
the recent Salwa Judum onslaught. While she was there she guided and developed the 
movement in the area.  
She was there during the peak of the 1997 famine in which hundreds had died of starvation in 
other areas. Here, with the Party seizing grains from the hoarders and distributing it, the 
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damage was much controlled. During this period, attacks of malaria, the terrible dry heat of 
summer, coupled with the famine conditions took a toll on her health. It was only her 
enormous commitment to the cause of the people, and tremendous will-power that kept her 
going under even these worst conditions. Besides, her nature was such that she never 
showed any of her own sufferings.  
After returning from Bastar she took up Party responsibilities in Mahaashtra while continuing 
an underground existence. For the last decade she has contributed to building the 
revolutionary movement in Maharashtra, besides playing a major role in the Women's sub-
committee of the Party since 2001.  
Party Life  
Anu’s commitment to the oppressed masses was unflinching. It was this concern for the well-
being of the poverty stricken masses that drew her to revolutionary politics. Unable to tolerate 
the poverty and humiliation that the poor faced, she sought answers. The terrible humiliation 
that dalits faced due to untouchability and other forms of inhuman discrimination drew her to 
study the caste question in India and Ambedkar’s writings and own the cause of the dalits 
from a very early period. At that time dalit issues were not the fashion as it now is, and was 
anathema in most Marxist circles. Even as a student she joined in the Marxist study circles 
run by the then incipient Party. She was one of the chief architects of the building the 
revolutionary movement in Mumbai in the 1970s. She played a premier role in the 
revolutionary student movement and building up the Party core within it. She was a founder 
member of the CPI (ML) Party in Maharashtra. Popularity and fame never went to her head 
and she easily switched to a new low profile role as per the needs of the Party. When the 
need grew to develop a political movement in Vidarbha after the initiation of the Gadchiroli 
armed movement, she willingly volunteered to shift from her home base in Mumbai and move 
to a place where she did not know even a single person.  
There, she soon managed a part-time teaching job with post-graduate students in Nagpur 
University. She was an ordinary member of the Party when the CPI (ML) (People’s War) was 
formed in 1980 and after she moved to Nagpur she played a leading role in building the Party 
and revolutionary movement there. Later, she became a member of the Vidharbha Regional 
Committee of the Party. As a VRC member she played an important role in building the Party 
in the region.  
After coming back from Bastar she was elected to the Maharashtra State Committee of the 
Party. Later she was also given additional responsibility as part of the Central Women's Sub-
committee, ever since it was established. She attended as a delegate to both the 2001 
Congress held by the erstwhile CPI (ML) (PW) and the Unity Congress-Ninth Congress of the 
CPI (Maoist). She was the only delegate to be elected to the Presidium of both the 
Congresses, which conducts its proceedings. At the 2001 Congress of the PW she was 
elected as an alternate member to the CC. At the time of her martyrdom she was a member 
of the highest body of the CPI (Maoist), it’s Central Committee, with independent charge of 
the Central Women's Sub-Committee and also a member of the CC’s South Western 
Regional Bureau. As part of her role in this Sub-Committee, she played an important role of 
drafting the Women’s Perspective of the Party. At the time of her death she was working on 
studying the problems women comrades were facing in the Party, the varied forms of 
patriarchy they face, and devising a rectification plan that would help the growth of women 
comrades, so that they can grow to take greater leadership responsibilities. In fact her very 
last task was taking a class of the leading women activists from Jharkhand, mostly from tribal 
background, to explain the Women’s Perspective of the Party. Her untimely and premature 
death will have a serious impact on the revolutionary movement in the country and particularly 
on the development of women’s work in the Party as also the development of work in 
Maharashtra.  
Anu, an Exemplary Communist 
Anu had a natural ability of mixing and integrating into any environment … whether it is of 
tribals, dalits, and construction workers or of top academics, intellectuals of the country. Her 
simplicity and child-like innocence, together with her enormous liveliness made her a most 
likable person.  
She was totally selfless, uncaring about her own comforts and even of her health, with a lot of 
concern for others. She was exceedingly hard working, with a very strong sense of discipline. 
She was the type of person that if she took up any task all could rest assured it would get 
done. She had a strong sense of responsibility towards people and any task what-so-ever, 
however trivial it may be. This was reflected in her teaching work, political work, or anything 
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she took up. It was reflected in her attitude towards her students, colleagues, comrades, or, in 
fact, any person she was associated with. And one of her best and most lovable qualities was 
her high sense of principles. She was an extremely principled person standing up for what 
she believed in and not a person to adjust her beliefs according to the views of others, 
however senior, or for the sake of some petty gains. So, people could trust her implicitly. Yet, 
she had the modesty to be a willing learner. 
While being creative and not stereotype in her thinking, she was always firm on the Party line 
and Marxist ideology and never compromised with views she felt incorrect, no matter who 
was presenting them. It was this steadfastness that allowed her to stay with true revolutionary 
forces till her very last, through all the ups and downs in her over 3½ decade long 
revolutionary life. Yet, she had the positive approach of seeing the positives in others, even 
with those she differed with, and showing respect to all, no matter what her differences. She 
acted as a solid and steadfast anchor for the Party, through all its ups and downs, particularly 
in Maharashtra. She never knew fear and even in the face of death, during the last moments 
of consciousness her eyes had the same softness and tenderness as was in the normal days. 
She took up the most arduous and dangerous tasks at very critical changes in her political life 
— this was reflected in her ability to give up her high profile public life when she was in 
Mumbai and overnight shift to Nagpur where not a sole knew her; then again she could give 
up her University job and image of one of the most popular leaders of Nagpur and go 
underground and join the squads in Bastar; even in her very last days when the bulk of the 
Party leadership was arrested in Maharashtra , it was she who held the Party together though 
it was high risk with the police specifically hunting for her.  
And all these qualities shone through her personality even as a woman activist in this highly 
patriarchal and feudal atmosphere in the country. As a person she had all the qualities of 
what a real human-being and comrade should be like. All these excellent qualities enabled 
her to become a true and genuine communist. Her loss is an enormous loss for the 
revolutionary and democratic movement of the country; and more particularly for its 
progressive and revolutionary women.  
Ideological and Political Contributions 
Anuradha played many roles in the long span of her revolutionary life from being a mass 
leader to an underground Party organiser. She was associated with the formation of VPS 
(Vidyarthi Pragati Sangathan), CPDR, AILRC, NBS (Naujavan Bharat Sabha), Stree Chetna, 
AMKU (Akhil Mahrashtra Kamgar Union) and numerous other mass organisations, primarily in 
Maharashtra. But whatever her role she was a consistent and prolific writer. She was closely 
associated with the revolutionary student magazine, KALAM, which achieved a countrywide 
image. This magazine was brought out in both English and Marathi. She was the main person 
behind the revolutionary Hindi magazine, Jan Sangram, brought out from Nagpur. She 
contributed regular articles, under various pseudonyms, to the revolutionary magazines, like 
Vanguard, People’s March, etc. She wrote for the local Marathi Party magazine Jahirnama 
and for a period was in charge of its publication. She also wrote many theoretical and 
ideological pieces particularly associated with the dalit and women’s question. Besides, she 
conducted many a polemic on this question with both, those taking a dalit/post-modernist view 
on the question and with Marxists who took a hostile view. This she wrote in both English and 
Marathi. As already mentioned it was she who wrote the original draft for the policy paper on 
the caste question in India by the erstwhile CPI (ML)(PW). This was the first such policy paper 
by a revolutionary communist party. More recently she wrote a polemical/analytical piece on 
bourgeois feminism, bringing out its various manifestations. She was also instrumental in the 
preparation of the Women’s Perspective of the CPI (Maoist) adopted recently by the Party. It 
was she who drafted many a March 8th statement of the Party.  
There was not even a short time when she was not writing something linked with the 
movement. She was a regular contributor to many magazines in English, Hindi and Marathi. 
Many of her articles and writings have also been translated into other languages. She also 
spoke a number of languages being fluent in English, Hindi and Marathi, with a good 
knowledge of Gujarati and even understood Telugu, Kannada and Gondi.  
Anuradha’s contributions to the Indian revolutionary movement, and particularly the 
movement in Maharashtra, have been substantial. She had the rare qualities of being not only 
an effective leader in the field, but combining it with significant ideological and political 
contributions. And as her long-standing comrade said, she had that uniqueness in being able 
to connect with a vast spectrum of people and thereby bridge so many social groups with the 
revolution. Most important of all, she had many of the qualities any genuine communist should 
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inculcate — extreme straight-forwardness, modesty, selflessness, disciplined and 
hardworking, and unwavering commitment to the revolution. Finally, her liveliness and child-
like simplicity made her a most lovable person, leaving an indelible impact on anyone she 
met, even once.  
Besides this she was a good mass leader, an effective Party organiser and an ideologue who 
wrote extensively and particularly helped enrich the Marxist understanding on the caste/dalit 
and women’s question.  
To grow to such heights in this deeply patriarchal society, is a source for enormous inspiration 
to all women comrades and activists. Her life and work will remain as an important chapter in 
India’s revolutionary movement and will continue to inspire people to the cause of revolution. 
Though her untimely death extinguished a glowing star, the rays will linger on to illumine the 
path towards a just and equitable new order. Anuradha will continue to live on in our hearts. 
 
Comrade Kaushalya 
 
Martyrdom : ..-04-2008 
 
Comrade Mynabai Naitham 
 
Martyrdom : 23-05-2008 
 

 On May 22nd, 2008 Gadchiroli commandos (nearly 500 in 
number) attacked Kosmi village in Tippagadh area. 58 innocent 
adivasi men and women were beaten ruthlessly by them. At that 
time, Mynabai was in somebody else's house. They dragged 52 
year old Mynabai out of that house and tortured her by beating 
her black and blue with lathis, butts and fists and had even gang 
raped her. She was taken to Gyarapatti camp and was killed in 
lock up after torturing her brutally. They concocted a story that 
she became ill in custody and died while taking her to the 
hospital. Dr. Ranvir of Dhanora PHC also reported the lie of the 
police that she died of heart attack. But the people of Kosmi 
know the truth which unfolded before their eyes. The Gyarapatti 
policemen who killed beloved leader of the people – Mynabai, 
had died in the Markanar ambush conducted by the PLGA. Thus 

PLGA avenged her death. 
Mynabai was born in Kosmi in a Koreti family. She had two brothers and six sisters. She was 
the second child. After marriage her husband came and stayed with her. They ploughed 3 
acres of land and eked out a living. 
She was a rebel from the start. She was conscious of the women's rights and priveliges. She 
worked as a panchayat member for 10 years. Simultaneously she worked as a school samiti 
member for 5 years. She became a member of the women's organization to improve the 
conditions of women. 
As Shiv Sena was working militantly, she first joined it. But soon she was disillusioned as it 
worked against people's interests. By that time, party entered the area. At first, she was afraid 
of naxalites due to false propaganda by the enemy. Gradually she became close to the party. 
She felt she found the right path. From then on, she never turned back. She became a PM in 
1996 and the GPC secretary in 2007. She became RPC president too. Her whole family was 
involved in revolutionary activities. Her husband was Tippagadh ACM. Their son was a 
member of people's militia. She had four children. Her whole life was one of resistance. She 
stood steadfast till the end. 
She led the procession in Gyarapatti against repression in February 2003. Out of the 3000 
persons who attended the rally, 1000 were women organized by her. She led 10,000 people 
against repression in Manpur in March 2003. She led a 7 km rally against fake independence 
in August 2003. She led active struggles against liquor. She led many massive rallies in 
Kosmi, Sawargaon, Teregaon and Gyarapatti. She was a terror to the local bad gentry. She 
led the massive famine rally in Dhanora tehsil in 2004. On the occassion of party formation 
day in 2004, she conducted rallies in many villages and propagated party politics on a large 
scale. 
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She began working secretly as president of Janathana Circar at panchayat level. The TP 
people are hailing her immortal services for the people and the revolution. Let us carry 
forward her lofty aims and emulate her in standing firmly for the revolution. 
 
Comrade Dippala Gunnamma (Sujatha) 
 
Martyrdom: 28-05-2008 
 
Com. Gunnamma was born in the village Pedda Agraharam of Gudem Kothaveedhi mandal 
in Visakha district. She belonged to the Nukadora tribe. She was the first among three 
siblings of her poor parents. Their land was meager and they had to depend on shifting 
cultivation. So she went to work in the coffee plantations as a labourer and helped maintain 
her family as the elder daughter. Her village was associated with the revolutionary movement 
and so she could understand the reasons for the poverty of her family. She learnt about the 
solutions to her problems with the help of the sangams and the party. She opposed the 
injustices perpetrated on them in the coffee plantations. She participated in the struggles for 
rise in wages. Gunnamma was married against her will at a young age. She could not 
continue in that bond and she got divorce with the help of the party. It was in this process that 
she decided that NDR is the only solution for the liberation of women and she joined the 
PLGA in 2003. 
Changing her name to Sujatha, she worked in the Galikonda squad for some time and was 
later transferred to AOB platoon. In both the places she worked with good discipline. She 
participated in many TCOC campaigns taken up by the party. In the 2005 TCOC campaign 
PLGA had attacked the Koyyur PS with rocket launcher which terrified the enemy. Sujatha 
participated in this raid and she was the one who operated the launcher. Com. Ranadev, the 
commander of the raid was severely injured. Sujatha and another women comrade had 
rescued him amidst rapid firing and brought him to safety. In that same campaign, she was 
part of the raid on Sileru PS and here too they attacked the PS with rocket launcher. In the R. 
Udyagiri raid, Sujatha was part of the assault team and she rained bullets on the enemy. Not 
just in these raids on the enemy, but even during encounters she fought valiantly against the 
enemy. When beloved comrades were martyred, she participated in many protest actions 
against the fascist repression. She was in the forefront in punishing the bad gentry who were 
perpetrating untold atrocities on the adivasi peasantry. Whenever they got information about 
enemy movements, she used to be in the forefront to go and attack them. It is not an 
exaggeration to say that not a single dump was kept in Gurtedu area without her participation. 
On the whole, her role in the PLGA as a disciplined soldier was exemplary. She won the love 
and respect of her colleagues by actively participating in all works. 
Sujatha married a comrade of her choice in December 2006. After the AOB zone conference, 
AOB platoon was dismantled and there were changes in formations. Sujatha was then 
transferred to the Visakha platoon. She was promoted to the AC in 2007. As a member of 
Korukonda AC, her role in advancing the movement against Bauxite mining and educating the 
people against Bauxite mining was considerable.  
Sujatha showed lot of interest in teaching politics to the people and in treating sick people. 
She served the sick comrades in the PLGA like a mother.  
Seeing her initiative, courage and experience in military field, she was transferred to the CRB 
first company by the party. Sujatha had participated very actively in the Gunukuralla ambush 
on the grey hounds police conducted on 28-05-2008. Sujatha came to know that commander 
of the ambush Com. Randev (SZCM) was injured and so she immediately went near him to 
save him. In that course she was injured. Another two comrades Santhosh and Ashok were 
also injured in attempting to save Ranadev. All the four comrades were carried by their 
colleagues to the administrative place and treated but all four of them had died due to 
excessive bleeding after two hours. The comrades could not take them to a longer distance 
and so they were paid red homage there and their bodied were laid to rest in that place. After 
two days the police exhumed the bodies and announced that they had died in an encounter. 
Manyam (agency) people and mass organizations had converged on the hospital in huge 
numbers and fought against the police for the bodies of their beloved leaders. Their slogans 
rented the air. The people were grieved that they had lost such excellent leaders but the 
heroic resistance of these comrades at Gunukuralla had enthused them to no end. This would 
forever be etched in the annals of the PLGA history as one of the bravest attacks on the cruel 
grey hounds police. 
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It is a great loss for the party to have lost such an exemplary comrade like Sujatha in the 
PLGA who never spared any effort in protecting the leadership comrades or attacking the 
enemy. She was a model to emulate in many other aspects too. Let us pay red homage to 
this brave soldier of PLGA.  
 
One woman Comrade (Hazaribagh) 
 
Martyrdom : 31-05-2008 
 
Comrade Biddika Eeranni (Nirmala) 
 
Martyrdom : ..-05-2008 
 
Eeranni was born in the Boddamanuguda village under the Valasaballeru panchayat of 
Kurupam mandal in Srikakulam district. This was one of the active villages during the glorious 
Srikakulam armed struggle. This village symbolized the extreme poverty conditions of the 
Savara adivasis. It is situated on a mountain and after the struggle the only reform which 
came to the village was electricity. By the time of her birth, the struggle had started again and 
she grew up along with it. She heard revolutionary songs since childhood.  She was like a 
born artiste and so she could not but respond to the revolutionary songs of JNM. She became 
a JNM artiste and began participating in revolutionary activities in her area. In April 2005, she 
started her life as a full time revolutionary. She was one of the six comrades who got recruited 
for the first time from the Savara tribe of that area. The youth were influenced by the struggles 
conducted by the party in that area.  
After joining the squad she changed her name as Nirmala in remembrance of Panchadi 
Nirmala. She was very active and looked as if she personified the beauty of a toiling adivasi 
woman. Seeing her cultural talents, the party transferred her to the division JNM team. This 
team had given many performances in the Aviri and Deruvada areas. This team was led by 
Com. Vijaya (martyred later in Amidelu) and they had raised the consciousness of the Savara 
and Jatabu tribes with their performances. Nirmala's dance mesmerized the audience. She 
could dance even difficult steps with lot of ease. She had given performances in Gotta, 
Deruvada and Koraput areas and covered the whole area. She learnt Kuvvi language too. It 
would not be an exaggeration to say that there was not a single person in those areas who 
did not know about her looks or song. She learnt to write songs too. She had written a nice 
song on the Amidelu martyrs in Savara language. 
When Eeranni was at home, she was in the forefront in punishing an informer named Bhaskar 
(Lakkim) of Chaparayiguda, a neighboring village. She had bravely faced the enemy in two, 
three encounters too. She participated in the R. Udaygiri raid in Odissa and fulfilled the 
responsibility given to her.  
Nirmala was transferred to Koraput area and within a short time she mingled very well with 
the people there. She mobilized the people in the famine raids conducted against Sundis 
(usurers). She participated in all the actions against informers in 2008. In May 2008, the 
police surrounded the squad and rained bullets on them. Nirmala was hit in the head even 
while she was reaching for her weapon and she was martyred there. 
It is a big loss for the movement to have lost such a good artiste and a fast developing 
comrade who came from a backward tribe. Especially it is a bigger loss as she was a woman 
comrade who was developing into leadership from the Savaras.  
 
Comrade Kovasi Kosi 
 
Martyrdom : 09-07-2008 
 
Com. Kosi was born in a Madavi family Bandarpadar village of Konta area of South Bastar. 
She was married into Ushkavaya village in the same area. Her revolutionary life started with 
helping the guerilla squad. She used to bring food and water with other KAMS comrades to 
feed the squad members. She listened to the meetings attentively and shared her knowledge 
with other women. 
She joined the KAMS. Gradually she increased her political consciousness and became a 
member of KAMS panchayat level committee. She participated in many struggles and led 
many of them. On March 20, 2000, the police raped two women of her village, when they 
went to the weekly market. Two thousand women from ten villages gathered to protest this 
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atrocity and sat on a dharna in front of the Konta police station demanding punishment for the 
culprits. In spite of shouting slogans that the rapist police should be suspended and put in jail, 
the police did not care. Finally, they caught the police and questioned them seriously. After 
hours of this agitation, the police relented and accepted their demand. They even had to give 
the women biscuits and provide them food at the end. Kosi led this militant struggle. 
She died in a police firing at Arlampalli in South Bastar.  
 
Comrade Tati Bandi (Sukki) 
 
Martyrdom : 20-07-2008 
 

Com. Sukki was born in a poor adivasi family in the village Todka of 
West Bastar division. She participated in the party activities from 
childhood like many adivasis in that area. She worked in the people’s 
militia in her village actively and prepared herself to become a full timer. 
As soon as she was the right age, she joined the Platoon-22 in 2005. 
She participated actively in all the collective works of the platoon with 
enthusiasm. Sukki learnt to read and write very soon as she was very 
determined to educate herself. She studied party literature too. She 
participated in the TCOC campaigns planned by the party and fulfilled 

her tasks responsibly. She worked with commitment and became a party member.  
She became ill suddenly and even while arrangements were being made to take her for 
treatment, she breathed her last. It was a big shock for her fellow comrades and their grief 
knew no bounds. She was given a teary farewell with revolutionary tradition i.e. by draping 
her body in a red flag giving slogans that they would carry her dreams forward. 
 
Comrade Amita 
 
Martyrdom : 29-07-2008 
 
Comrade Mamta  
 
Martyrdom : 29-07-2008 
 
Comrade Sanni Potami (Soni) 
 
Martyrdom : 05-08-2008 
 

 Com. Soni was a member of the Company-4 in Gadchiroli. She 
died on August 5, 2008 with illness. The PLGA had bid her a 
teary farewell with all revolutionary honors.  
Soni was born in Korseli village of Gangalur area in Bijapur 
district. She was just 19 when she died. Her mother was Lakmi 
and father was Maasa. They were very poor. She had two 
younger brothers and three daughters. She was the eldest 
daughter. She had lot of responsibilities at home. 
She was in the Bal Sangam and used to bring food and water to 
the squad. She used to hear revolutionary songs with great 
enthusiasm. She was very friendly with the children in the Bal 
Sangam. As she grew up she joined the Jan militia. Firing on the 
enemy and ambushing became a part of her life. 
She worked in the CNM too. She was a member of the Aavnar 

panchayat CNM and propagated revolutionary politics through song and dance. 
The fascist SJ had started in Karkeli in June 2005 and spread to Gangalur area in September. 
When the SJ attacked the Korseli village, Soni was in the secondary forces and resisted them 
bravely. She used to do sentry duty day and night to give protection to the villagers and their 
fields. 
She used to take part in collective works of the villages like building dams, ploughing fields, 
digging lakes and in other agricultural works. When the people worked in the fields she used 
to defend them with her Jan militia. She used to go to Andhra for coolie works but she always 
informed her unit when she went. She was a much disciplined comrade. 
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She became a PR at the end of 2005. She was immediately transferred to Gadchiroli division. 
She went there very happily and worked in the Bhamragad area for some days. When PL-19 
was formed she became one of its brave soldiers. The Company-4 was formed on August 25, 
2007 and she joined it. She took part in the special TCOC from September to December 
2007. She fought with the enemy bravely when they attacked the Company at Dagun and 
Pidimili. 
She always fought against feudal cultural norms and opposed the feudal ideology behind 
women growing long hairs. She married the PLGA comrade she loved. She always followed 
the guerilla rules strictly. She was a fighter in the PLGA and a cultural activist too. Song and 
dance were an indispensable part of her life.  
 
Comrade Vetti Channi (18) 
 
Martyrdom : 11-08-2008 

 
 
Comrade Odi Idme (18) 
 
Martyrdom : 11-08-2008 
 
 
Comrade Midiyam Aithe 
 
Martyrdom : 12-08-2008 
 
Com. Aithe was born in a poor peasant family in Parlam village of Jagurgonda area of 
Dantewada district, South Bastar division. Aithe was martyred at the young age of 18.  
Aithe was a member of the Bal Sangam when she was a child. As she grew up, she 
developed her understanding about the revolutionary politics. She was always in the forefront 
in the activities of the mass organizations in the village. When the squad visited her village 
she always was with it. Gradually the desire to join the squad increased in her. She shared 
her feelings with her parents. She was the only child of her parents. So her parents did not 
agree to her proposal. But she had already decided. When the panchayat level militia platoon 
was formed, she joined it. She was very popular among the members of her militia. She used 
to participate with lot of enthusiasm in the collective works of her village. She followed 
discipline strictly. She used to take lot of interest in learning to read and write and in political 
and military matters.  
Her village Parlam was attacked many times and the police had looted all their properties. All 
these took place in front of her eyes. She was filled with class hatred seeing all this.  
She was the pilot of the A section of her Jan militia platoon. When she led them they need not 
fear that they will lose way, for she was such a good pilot. If she visited any area once, she 
never forgot the terrain.  
On the Aranpur-Jagurugonda road SI Hemanth Mandavi was injured in a pressure bomb 
attack. This action was done by her platoon. Aithe's role was an important one in that attack. 
In another such incident the Jan militia platoon was going to keep bombs on the road at 
Kodimeru. But the police had already taken positions there. As soon as they saw Aithe, they 
began raining bullets on her. Aithe was caught unawares and she did not have time to 
escape. But she showed presence of mind and alerted her comrades to go away and went on 
firing from her weapon till her last breath. Aithe died on August 12, 2008.  
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Let us hail the martyrdom of this brave comrade who gave her life for the people without a 
moment's hesitation. Let us learn from her disciplined and militant life. 
 
Comrade Soni (Vanitha)  
 
Martyrdom : 12-08-2008 
 

 Com. Soni was born in the village Kounde of Bhamragadh area. Her 
mother died due to illness when Soni was still a child. She had a 
younger brother. Her father married again. After Vanitha grew up she 
used to work in other people's homes for a living. She also took up 
household responsibilities in her home. Though she had many 
responsibilities, she was always present whenever the squad visited 
her village. She became a member of KAMS in 2001. The desire to 
join the PLGA increased in her as she became active in the 
revolutionary activities. She finally joined the PLGA on May 22, 2008. 
She began working in CNM. Suddenly she became ill and died on 
August 12, 2008. She worked as a PR just for three months but she 
became a source of inspiration for all mass organization members 
with her great enthusiasm.  

 
Comrade Modiyam Mangli (Sunitha) 
 
Martyrdom : ..-08-2008 
 
Com. Mangli (19) was born in Peda Korma village. She was the third child out of five children 
of Modiyam Buchhal and Lakhmi. Even as a child Mangli used to attend the various meetings 
along with her elder sister and mother. She studied till 5th standard in her village primary 
school. Then she joined in 6th standard at the Regadigatta Girls School.  
During holidays she herded the cattle and to collect mahua flowers. She and other children 
used to sing revolutionary songs while doing this work. She gave thought to the discrimination 
against girls in the society even when she was young. When she was in the 6th standard her 
elder sister Com. Budho (Suman) who was working as KAMS ECM in the village decided to 
join the movement as a full timer. Mangli asked her to take her along and that she too would 
work as a full timer. But Suman told her to work in the village for some more time and develop 
herself politically first and then join the PLGA. With eyes shining with interest she determined 
that she would definitely become a revolutionary. She left her studies after 6th standard and 
was elected as the member of the first CNM committee formed in her village in 2004. She 
used to write songs and sing. Especially she stood against and fought the patriarchal views in 
her society which kept women away from sowing and other feudal-like customs. She then 
worked in KAMS and was later elected as the secretary of village KAMS committee. The 
fascist Salwa Judum was started in June 2005 and her village was one of the worst affected 
ones. It was from her village that Modiyam Sukki and Kursam Lakki, both KAMS activists, 
were brutally murdered by the Naga police after gang raping them. But Mangli was not 
deterred and organized women in KAMS and along with the militia had actively participated in 
many attacks against the Salwa Judum. She played an active role in the attack on the 
Gangalur rahath sibir where Salwa Judum goons were annihilated. The PLGA had attacked 
the ammunition depot in Bailadilla and seized 19 tonnes of gelatine. In that attack, she 
participated and was with the militia. She was one of the persons who brought back the 
gelatine. Later also she took part in many attacks on the enemy along with the main and 
secondary forces.  
Mangli joined the PLGA as a full timer in September 2006. She worked for some time in the 
Gangalur squad and was then transferred to the technical department. She worked in a much 
disciplined manner in the department and took good interest in her work. She was always 
smiling and mingled well with her fellow comrades. She read all magazines with interest and 
read to others too. She tried to increase her political knowledge consciously. In that 
department she had to carry lot of weights and constantly work in all kinds of weather. She 
took part in all the works with interest and learnt to do some things on her own too. Then she 
was made the section deputy commander of her unit. She was developing as a reliable 
comrade in that work when tragedy struck.  
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In August 2008, it rained heavily and she was sleeping near a wall on that day. The wall 
collapsed on her due to the heavy rains and Sunitha died. Her martyrdom is a great loss to 
the growing people's war in Dandakaranya as she was working in a crucial department which 
would advance the war by supplying the much needed weapons. Let us pledge to carry 
forward her dreams.  
 
Comrade Kovasi Aithe (Reena) 
 
Martyrdom : 20-10-2008 
 

 Com. Reena was born in the Kovasi family in Pamulur village of 
Konta tehsil, Dantewada district. Reena was known as Aithe at 
home. She belonged to a peasant family. She had two elder 
brothers and one sister. She worked in CNM when she was at 
home. She joined the PLGA in 2006 and worked in the Kistaram 
squad.  
She was transferred to Company-2 in August 2006. She mingled 
well with all the comrades in the company. She was much 
disciplined in her personal life too and took part whole heartedly in 
all the works in the company. She worked as part of the company 
CNM and taught song and dance to her soldiers. She learnt from 
her mistakes and advanced in her work. Once in a firing she could 
not stand firmly. When she was criticized for that, she took that 
lesson to heart and had implemented it later. In the Ranibodili 

attack she fought bravely. She served as a model by fighting daringly in that attack.  
In the Pullem and Pamulavaya firings, Com. Reena faced the enemy bravely. In this ambush, 
five enemy soldiers were killed and eight weapons were seized. In the Modakpally ambush on 
October 20, 2008 Com. Reena was fulfilling the responsibility given to her and was martyred 
in that firing. She fought with the enemy till her last breath. She was a good cultural activist 
and a good soldier too. She was always with a smile on her face. She was a model to all 
youngsters. Let us intensify people's war to fulfill the dreams of the martyrs. Let us pledge to 
carry forward the aims of the brave martyrs of Modakpally ambush. 
 
Comrade Jayamma (Saritha) 
 
Martyrdom : 28-10-2008 
 
Saritha (35) was born in Gollapalli village of Narayanpur mandal of Medak district. Her original 
name was Jaya. She studied till 7th standard. Her village was associated with the 
revolutionary movement. She met the squad in 1994 with a personal problem. She and 
another man were in love but after some days he refused to marry her. He agreed to marry 
her after counseling by the squad. But while meeting with the squad she began understooding 
her problem from a social point of view. She understood the revolutionary politics and wanted 
to become a catalyst for social change. So she withdrew from the marriage proposal and 
joined the squad. 
She worked in Narsapur squad for 3 years. She was shifted to Indupriyal squad in 1998. She 
became a SAC member. She worked in the women's field. She was active in organizing and 
mobilizing women and keeping them in the forefront in the struggles. Then she took up the 
responsibility as Narsapur squad commander. 
She worked as commander of Achampet squad of Mahboobnagar district in 2001 after being 
shifted there. She also worked as a commander of river belt squad on the banks of the river 
Krishna. Then she took up the responsibility of women's movement in the district. As part of 
that she organized women employees too. She led many struggles in the district.  
She was promoted to the level of district committee member in 2006 and was shifted to the 
town movement. Severe repression, weakening movement, large scale losses, surrenders, 
betrayals marked that period. But amidst all these adverse circumstances too, she never lost 
confidence and worked determinedly in the middle of such a wide network of the enemy. She 
built up party in Guntur and Vijayawada districts secretly. 
According to the needs of the movement she spent some time in AOB and DK. As Sasi, she 
won the hearts of comrades there with her overflowing enthusiasm, eagerness and loving 
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nature. She not only instilled confidence among the people she worked with in AP, but also 
assured DK, AOB comrades that they would rekindle the movement in AP. She met two of 
her women colleagues after ten years and shared their memories. ‘Though AP movement 
faced serious losses, the revolutionary people are still protecting them as pupils of their eyes 
and they wanted revolution’, she said. 
She left an indelible mark on the cadres and people with her closeness and love. She 
concentrated on political study. She taught the cadres during combined study. She was a 
good singer and speaker too. She always faced adverse conditions boldly. Once when she 
left the squad and went on some work, a renegade tried to rape and kill her. She was 
unarmed at that time but she boldly faced the situation, escaped from him and reached the 
squad with people's help.  
Thus from the beginning she stood for the politics she believed in and swam against the tide. 
She earned a niche for herself in the AP movement. She was caught on 28-10-2008 along 
with her husband Ramchander (SCM of AP) and both of them were killed after severe torture 
by the greyhounds. Let us learn from her steadfastness, loving nature, determination to swim 
against the tide and carry forward her lofty aims. 
 
Comrade Jyothi 
 
Martyrdom : ..-..-2008 
 
Comrade Chinnammalu 
 
Martyrdom : 10-10-2008 
 
Comrade Tellam Kamli 
 
Martyrdom : 02-10-2008 
 
Comrade Madkam Messi 
 
Martyrdom : 02-10-2008 
 
Comrade Aruna 
Martyrdom : ..11-2008 
 
One woman comrade 
 
Martyrdom : ..-12-2008 
 
Comrade Mallam Seethi 
 
Martyrdom : 08-01-2009 
 
Seethi (26) was born in the village Singaram situated in Gollapalli area, Konta Tehsil, 
Dantewada dt under South Bastar division. As she was the eldest daughter, she felt that it is 
her responsibility to look after her parents and four younger brothers. She came into contact 
with the revolutionary politics in 1995. She joined the Adivasi Bal Sangatan and worked in it 
till she grew up. She joined the KAMS in 2000 and put efforts to learn and teach about 
patriarchal oppression and women's problems in an adivasi society. She showed an 
alternative path of women's liberation to the women. Gradually, as her political awareness 
and organizational capabilities increased, she developed into the President of KAMS 
Panchayat level committee and later she was elected as the president of the newly formed 
Janathana Circar at Panchayat level. Whether it was the mass organization or the people's 
government, she fulfilled all her responsibilities with full responsibility. She addressed large 
gatherings of masses that were mobilized during the various revolutionary occasions.  
When the fascist Salwa Judum was launched, local goons of tribal chiefs like Mudraj, Karam 
Gangal and Poriyam Hidma stood in opposition to Seethi. During SJ attacks on Singaram 
village, dozens of houses were razed down and Seethi's house was one of them. Seethi was 
not deterred by the white terror of SJ and she carried on her activities as before. Meanwhile 
Seethi became seriously ill. She could not even get up from her bed and walk. 
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The inhuman SJ goons pulled her out of the house in this sensitive condition and one after 
another raped her brutally. They cut her body into pieces with axes and sliced with knives. 
Her whole body was bleeding. She did not reveal any secrets of the party in spite of such 
severe torture and laid down her life for the revolution. Thus the enemy had brutally murdered 
the beloved leader of the people who never bowed her head before the enemy.  
 
 
Comrade Podiyam Dule 
 
Martyrdom : 08-01-2009 
 
Com. Dule was born in a poor peasant family in Chencham village in Kistaram area of Konta 
Tehsil. She was just 18 years at the time of her death. She was the only child of her parents. 
She grew up in a revolutionary atmosphere from her childhood. Her family had migrated 
fifteen years back from Gorkha (Bhejji) and had settled in Chencham village. She worked in 
the Adivasi Bal Sangam and developed herself politically. She joined the CNM later. She 
used to practice singing revolutionary songs while herding cattle. She sang songs in the 
public meetings and spread revolutionary enthusiasm among the youth.  
Dule and Podiyami Hidmal loved each other and had married. She went and stayed at her in-
laws house in Etegatta (Vinjaram). But within eight days their happiness turned into tragedy. 
She was killed in Singaram massacre.  
 
Comrade Veko Pojje 
 
Martyrdom : 08-01-2009 
 
Com. Veko Pojje was born in a poor peasant family in Chencham village which falls under 
Kistaram area of South Bastar division. She was just 16 years at the time of her martyrdom. 
Her parents died when she was still a child. Along with her younger sister, Pojje used to do all 
kinds of odd jobs to fill their stomachs. They used to meet the squads from their childhood as 
they used to visit their village. As soon as she came to know that the squad has arrived, Pojje 
used to rush to them and happily shook hands with the guerillas with a 'Lal Salaam'. She 
joined the village level CNM unit. She used to put lot of efforts to sing well. She used to 
practice the difficult tunes while she herded cattle. During revolutionary occasions and in 
political gatherings she used to go for campaigns in villages and convey revolutionary 
messages through her songs. She tried to sow the seeds of revolutionary culture among the 
people. She used to mingle well with everybody well due to her friendly nature.  
Pojje was brutally murdered in the Singaram massacre. The SPOs raped her inhumanly and 
killed her.  
 
 
Comrade Madkam Deve 
 
Martyrdom : 08-01-2009 
 
Com. Madkam Deve was born in Pusapalli village which is five kilometres away from 
Dornapal. She was just 17 years old at the time of her death. She was the only daughter of 
their parents. But her parents died when she was still a child and so she could not get their 
love as a child. She grew up in Korsuguda at her grand parents' home. She used to work as a 
labourer even as a child to fill her stomach. 
She joined the CNM in the village. With her ready smile she mingled well with all her fellow 
members and people. She tried to learn revolutionary politics through these songs. She used 
to discuss with her comrades to solve any small or big problems which cropped up during 
work. She asked whatever she did not know and spoke whatever she knew. Seeing her 
abilities and the needs of the movement there, she was transferred to work in the women's 
movement. She kept on the agenda of her organization the women's problems she had 
identified during her concrete study and discussed about them. She mobilized women in 
meetings and rallies and led them.  
On January 8, 2009 she was walking to Singaram from Gondigudem with her uncle Badse 
Bhimal. She had gone to Andhra to buy some daily needs in the weekly market. She stopped 
at her uncle's home while coming back. On 8th, she was going back to her home. The SJ 
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goons caught her and raped her brutally. They beat her black and blue and put her naked 
body near a stream. Her body was sliced with knives and her body was blood soaked. As 
long as she was conscious, she kept on shouting her uncle's name. Then they killed her by 
firing at her. In spite of such tortures she did not bow her head before the enemy. Such are 
the ideals she left for all.  
 
 
Comrade Pangi Sadai 
 
Martyrdom : 20-01-2009 
 
On January 20, 2009 three adivasi villagers were murdered in cold blood by the Grey hounds 
police in Kotipalli village of Kudumulagumma block of Odisha state which is adjacent to 
Pedabayalu mandal of Visakha dt. Golluri Sembu (45), Golluri Budra (40) were caught by the 
police with the pretext that they were giving information to the naxalites, and both of them 
were tortured for two hours in front of all their relatives and villagers. They were taken around 
the village and then were killed in front of all the villagers near the burial ground. At about the 
same time, Pangi Sadai (20), a young woman was coming across carrying water. She was 
also killed  indiscriminately along with them. Relatives and villagers tried to stop the police 
from firing. But police did not listen to them and killed them brutally. They announced without 
any shame that three Maoists were killed in an 'encounter'. Such is the callousness of the 
Grey hound police. 
Pangi Sadai was married just one year back. Actually the Grey Hounds should not go to other 
states but they went to Odisha illegally and resorted to this 'encounter'. They lied saying that 
the 'encounter' took place in Andhra Pradesh! The Human Rights Forum had conducted a fact 
finding in Kotipalli and declared that this was a fake encounter and that the dead persons had 
no connections with the Maoists.  
Unless this anti-poor, anti-people system is overthrown, there is no safety or right to live for 
poor villagers like Sadai. Let us pledge to avenge their death.  
 
 
Comrade Gajjo Dugga (Raje)  
 
Martyrdom : 14-02-2009 
 

 Raje was a member of PL-19. She died on February 14, 2009 
with illness. All efforts by the guerillas to save her proved futile. 
Hundreds of people from nearby villages gathered after hearing 
of her death and bade her revolutionary farewell. 
Raje was born in Uikatola village of Durgkondal tehsil, Kanker 
district. She was a hard worker from her childhood as she was 
born in a poor family. She lost her mother when she was still a 
child. As the revolutionary movement spread to Manpur and 
Kodekurse she came into contact with it. She became a member 
of KAMS and later decided to join the squad. The party welcomed 
her decision and she joined the LOS in 2005. 
She worked with enthusiasm in the party. She left her indelible 
mark on whatever tasks she had taken up. Especially she 
became a darling to the people of Kodekurse area where she 
was born and worked. She mingled well with the masses and 

especially with the women. She participated in the tendu leaf rates struggles, fair price 
struggles, anti-liquor agitations etc. She explained about exploitation, patriarchy and injustices 
to the people simultaneously while she was herself increasing her understanding about these 
matters. She was active in organizing women in March 8 programmes in the area every year. 
She became a PM in January 2007.  
In the PL, she was very straightforward in criticizing her comrades' faults. She stated her 
views clearly. She was always with a smile on her lips. She won the love of her colleagues. 
Her martyrdom is a loss to the revolutionary movement.  
 
Comrade Sugonbai Gawde 
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Martyrdom : ..-02- 2009 
 
Comrade Punem Chanki (Kamala) 
 
Martyrdom : 10-03-2009 
 

Chanki (30) was born in Eeral village of Gangalur area, West Bastar 
(Bijapur district). As she was born in a revolutionary movement area she 
was associated with the politics from childhood. Sangam activities started 
since 1987 in that village. Jan Jagran started in 1990. Some anti-social 
elements of Gangalur and Cherpal villages participated actively in it. 
Kamala participated actively in the attacks on them. Again in 1997, in the 
Bhairamgadh and Mirtul areas, Jan Jagran started under Mahendra 
Karma, the Congress leader. They attacked many villages. Under his 
leadership, goons attacked Mirtul, Timmam, Japrur, Dumri and Paralnar 
villages. They beat the Sangam leaders and raped the Sangam women. 
They forcefully made them eat turmeric rice and take oath that they would 
not continue in the sangam. In retaliation to this terror, four thousand 
people attacked the leaders of Jan Jagran in Mirtul in July 1997. As the 
member of Gangalur KAMS range committe, Kamala led the women in 

this attack. She was in the forefront in punishing them. The Gangalur KAMS first conference 
was held in April 1997. In May 1997, 30 years of Naxalbari celebrations were held in Kolkata. 
DAKMS and KAMS activists attended the meeting in Kolkata. Kamala also attended this 
along with Karuna who was martyred in Daula raid. 
With increased revolutionary consciousness, she opposed forced marriages. She worked in 
the village KAMS and organized women against age old traditions and patriarchy. She led the 
KAMS in fighting against regressive patriarchal ideas like 'women should not sit on stools or 
comb their hairs in front of elders'. She not only organized militia but also gave it training. 
Gradually she developed to become KAMS range committee leader. She became a PR and 
joined the Bhairamgadh LOS in April 1998 and worked for some time in Madded too. She 
became the deputy of a SGS in South Bastar in 1999. Within a few days she was shifted to 
PL-6 in 2001. She worked with discipline and fulfilled all her responsibilities activity. She took 
up responsibilities and jobs which were beyond age or experience. She fulfilled them with 
sincerity and tirelessly. Party had the confidence that if Kamala is given any task, it would be 
fulfilled well. She behaved responsibly with people. She was in the forefront in teaching them 
cleanliness, fulfilling their medical needs and in participating in production. She learnt to read 
and write in the party along with military skills. 
She participated in the Cherpal ambush and Takilod opportunity raid and ambushes and 
enthued the people of that area. She was shifted to North Bastar division in 2004. She took 
up the responsibility of LOS commander of Keskal. In 2007 September East Bastar was 
formed and Keskal area became part of it. She worked for KAMS as Keskal ACM. When she 
was in the village, an informer tipped off the police and they caught her along with another 
Com.Parvati on March 10, 2009. These unarmed women comrades were tortured and raped 
but they could not extract even one word from them. The cruel police cut off their hands and 
legs and killed them. The radio conveyed the concocted ‘encounter’ story as usual. 
 
Comrade Telam Parvathi 
 
Martyrdom : 10-03-2009 
 
The central and state governments had unleashed the fascist Salwa Judum to crush the 
revolutionary movement in DK from June 2005. It started in the village Kutru of Bhairamgad 
area in West Bastar. They attacked the people of Konapal in June 2005 but the people 
heroically resisted and chased the goons away. In that same period under the leadership of 
Salwa Judum goons Mahesh Gagda and Vikram Mandavi, Salwa Judum goons had attacked 
the villages Pollevaya, Pondum, Patrapara and Keshkutul with the support of Naga police. 
Many houses were burnt down, women were raped and innocent people were just gunned 
down in cold blood. It was white terror everywhere. During this severe repression, the people 
of Pollevaya stood firmly with the revolutionary movement and fought back the Judum goons. 
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DAKMS, KAMS, CNM and militia stood in the forefront inspiring the people. They told them 
not to surrender or join the rahath sibirs. It was due to the support provided by them that 
people could withstand this fascist attack.  In this severe repression period, Com. Parvathi 
stood in the forefront as the Secretary of KAMS committee in the village.  
Parvathi was born in Pollevaya 21 years ago in Telami family. From her childhood she worked 
in Bal Sangam. Then she worked in the KAMS and participated in many economic and 
political struggles. She worked for the increase in wages of tendu leaf labourers and against 
oppression, corruption of sarpanches and secretaries and against patriarchy on women. After 
Judum, the village life was torn apart; she rose to the occassion and inspired the youth to join 
PLGA.  
When she was working in the KAMS range committee, the Judum people had already 
conducted two meetings in her village and threatened the people not to support the party. 
Again Mahendra Karma was about to speak at a meeting. When she came to know that he 
was coming along with SPOs and goons, she and the other mass leaders told the people not 
to attend the meeting. So, many of them did not attend it. On that day Karma announced in 
the meeting that he would keep Parvathi as his keep. Actually he is paternal uncle of Parvathi 
as per relation. That means she is like a daughter to him by relation. Such is the callouness of 
Karma! One day while she was bathing in a stream, police began surrounding her to catch 
her. Since she was a range committee member of KAMS and was working against Judum, 
her name became famous. She left all her clothes and everything there and began running 
away from them. They chased her and even fired at her. Two batches of them were chasing 
her. Finally she escaped. On that day too, they held a meeting and threatened her family 
members that they would kill them if she did not surrender. She wanted to end all this and 
dreamt of a society where poor adivasis like her could live peacefully. So she joined the 
Bhairamgadh squad in 2005 September.  
Later she participated in the raid on the Gangulur rahath sibir. On February 10, 2006, she 
participated in the raid on Bailadilla Hiroli ammuniiton depot. After she joined the party, her 
family members were recruited into the SPOs. Such is the divide which the Judum is bringing 
in the families. They established a camp just five minutes away from her village and their 
atrocities increased even more. These are the circumstances which are moulding young 
women like Parvati into stauch revolutionaries.  
In March 2006, she was transferred to East Bastar. There she participated actively in all the 
military actions as a member of PL-17. She participated in the firing on police in Ara and Mulle 
villages. She was transferred to women work in 2007. From then on till her martyrdom, she 
worked hard to build up KAMS units in Barda area. While working there, she was caught 
along with Com. Kamala by the police and killed after severe tortures by them on 10-03-2009. 
 
Comrade Micha Sarita (Meena) 
 
Martyrdom : 16-03-2009 
 
The Vice President of KAMS Gadchiroli district EC, president of Aheri area KAMS and the 
party committee organizer (ACM) Com. Meena died on March 16 2009 due to falsiperum 
malaria. Her martyrdom is a serious loss to the Aheri revolutionary movement. She was 26 
years old. 
Meena was born in the Parshavada village of West Bastar division in a Micha Muria family. 
She was shifted to Gadchiroli in 2000. Her revolutionary life was entwined with the Gadchiroli 
movement. Two of her sisters had also joined the party but both of them turned back. But 
Meena never lost her grit and served the people till her last breath. 
She worked in the Etapalli dalam as a squad member from August 2000 to end 2002. From 
2003 she worked as the deputy of LGS. She attended the 2003 Gadchiroli division plenum as 
a delegate. She felt that a platoon should be formed to face the enemy onslaught. A PL was 
indeed formed after the plenum. She became the deputy of the newly formed 7th PL. She 
was promoted to PPC in 2004. She worked in the military field till August 2006. 
She had participated in many military actions. She participated in Koppela, Narugonda, 
Kummariguda, Koyamdud, Severi and Mangadandi ambushes. 
In 2005, PL-7 had stood by the people of West Bastar in countering the SJ goons and the 
police and Meena was part of all this.  
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She attended the Zone level military camp for women as a student. She was a student in the 
2002 division level military camp. She not only did PT and drill, but also taught others 
wherever she was present.  
She cut her long hairs realizing it as a symbol of feudal thinking. She even learnt to cut her 
hairs herself when nobody was available and became an expert in that too. In choosing her 
life partner too, she was not impetuous. She did not waver in spite of different opinions of 
some other comrades. She followed party rules in marriage and had a good relationship with 
her partner. 
She took up the responsibility of revolutionary women's movement from November 2006. She 
was co-opted to the division EC as the Aheri representative. Though she was in the military 
field from the beginning, she tried to learn organization work with determination and took up 
the responsibility. Many surrendered in Aheri area but Meena tried hard to restore the lost 
hold of the party there. Though the first conference of the women's organization was held in 
Aheri area, it was affected by the severe repression later and stopped functioning. Meena's 
efforts were crucial in building KAMS again in Aheri area. Due to her efforts, close relations 
were again established between the youth/women and the party. She attended as a delegate 
the district KAMS 3rd conference in January 2008. She participated actively in discussions on 
KAMS manifesto and in amending it. She introduced the resolutions to be adopted by the 
conference. She participated as a delegate in the 2nd Zonal level conference of KAMS. 
Elected to the presidium, she played a good role in the smooth conducting of the conference. 
She introduced the political resolution in the conference. She conducted the area level 
conference of KAMS successfully in 2008. 
A special meeting with women comrades was held according to the decision of the local party 
committee and she participated in it. She attended the Zonal level special meeting for women. 
These forums helped Meena in understanding the role of women in the revolutionary 
movement. 
Meena attended the Gadchiroli party plenum in 2000. She was a delegate of the party 
conference of Gadchiroli in 2008. She tried to enhance her understanding of the party 
documents by keenly following the discussions. 
She was always in the forefront in learning. She learnt Gadchiroli Madia Gondi and to read 
and write Hindi. She concentrated on learning Telugu after coming to Aheri area. Her 
language was so perfect that it was as if she was born in Gadchiroli. Seeing how advanced 
she was in discussing and understanding political and ideological issues, comrades used to 
be surprised that she learnt to read and write in the party and not at home. She had more grip 
on them than educated persons. She shared her knowledge with fellow comrades during 
combined study.  
She was always ready to sing songs and was in the forefront in giving slogans in rallies. 
 
Comrade Sujatha 
 
Martyrdom : 06-04-2009 
 
Comrade Oyam Sukki (26) 
 
Martyrdom : 26-06-2009 
 
Comrade Karam Somli 
 
Martyrdom : 11-08-2009 
 
Comrade Pothanapalli Subadhra 
 
Martyrdom : 12-08-2009 
 
Com. Subadhra was born in the historic village of Boddapadu which has been a bastion for 
the revolutionary movement since the days of the glorious Srikakulam armed struggle. There 
are about a dozen martyrs from this village since those days and Subadhra had joined these 
great martyrs by sacrificing her life for the liberation of the people. She was 35 years old when 
she died. 
Subadhra was influenced by revolutionary politics since her childhood as her villages was one 
of the strongest centres of the movement. She participated in all revolutionary activities in her 
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village. She was fond of song and dance from her childhood and so she became a member of 
the village cultural troupe.  
After the setback of the Srikakulam armed struggle, many parties which posed as 
revolutionary had come up in the village. Almost all the revolutionary parties and so-called 
revolutionary parties are present in Boddapadu. Swarna worked in the Liberation party before 
1990. Later she joined the People's War which was already active in the area and leading the 
people in many uncompromising struggles. Since then she was in the fore front in 
propagating revolutionary politics. She strived hard as a volunteer for the Rytu Coolie 
Sangam state conference in 1990 in Warangal. Her contribution in mobilizing the people for 
the Hyderabad meeting for the implementation of Mandal reservations and for the RYL 
conference in Srikakulam. 
Since 1991 Subadhra worked as a full timer for the party and gradually developed herself. 
She was sent as a member of the 9-member squad at  the end of 1991 to rebuild the 
movement in the old area where Vempatapu Satyam and Adibatla Kailasam, the legendary 
leaders of the Srikakulam movement had worked. The terrain was hard, the food habits and 
culture of the people were quiet new, it was really a testing time for the squad. Com. 
Subadhra had overcome all these difficulties with determination and won a place in the hearts 
of the people as Com. Swarna. 
Since 1991, people got mobilized in great numbers under the leadership of the Adivasi RCS, 
especially for fair prices.  Thousands of adivasi peasants had surrounded the ITDA office at 
Parvatipuram. They fought against the local bad gentry and usurers who were exploiting them 
by buying their produce at dead cheap rates. Swarna's role was significant in all these 
struggles. 
Swarna was promotes as an ACM and took up the responsibility of Palakonda squad. She 
played an active role in distributing the hundreds of acres of land of non-adivasis to local 
people in Bhamini, Sitampeta, Palakonda and Hira mandals. Hundreds of people had seized 
cashew nuts produced in hundreds of acres in Ippaguda, Masaguda of Bhamini mandal under 
the leadership of Swarna. In 2001, she mobilized hundreds of people and conducted 
successful famine raids in Ghansara and Nulakajodu villages of Bhamini mandal.  
In 1998 she worked as the deputy of Uddanam squad. She worked as the deputy of Devagiri 
squad in 2000. She was transferred to East division and there shee worked as the 
commander of the Peda Bayalu squad as Girija. 
In 1996, her partner Com. Manganna, whom she loved and respected a lot, had died in an 
encounter at Mukhalingapuram but she overcame that grief with great  determination and 
advanced forward in her work. 
She was very brave and valiant in facing the enemy too. She fought bravely in the 
Chinantijola, Dabaguda, Ayyappaguda and Koperdung encounters and was in the forefront in 
saving the other comrades. She was seriously injured in the Koperdung encounter and many 
of her beloved comrades and leaders had been martyred there. But she continued with 
renewed class hatred and withstood all these ups and downs in her career with determination. 
She annihilated the informer Juruduguda Sukku who was behind the Chinantijola encounter in 
the middle of the Mondemkhal town nearby the police station and mounted a challenge for 
them. Swarna was active in the successful raids on Bodigadda-Bodapadu. She contributed 
her share for the successful completion of the ambush at Paluru (June 18, 2009) as the 
member of the assault team.  
Swarna worked as a tailor for a certain period and later as a doctor for a certain period and 
served the PLGA and the people. She was transferred to Koraput area by the end of 2007 
and participated in all the activities and struggles held in Koraput while working as an ACM 
and a doctor. 
Vijaya was a keen observer. Her role in reviewing the movement in the division plenum of 
Srikakulam-Koraput held in May 2009 was very crucial. Vijaya had faced all the ups and 
downs in a class war and was suffering from ill health but she dedicated her life till the last 
drop of her blood was spilt for the people and the revolution. 
 
 
Comrade Rajeswari 
 
Martyrdom : 12-08-2009 
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Com. Divya (24) belonged to the Uddanam area of Srikakulam. Uddanam is synonymous with 
the revolutionary movement in the district. Divya was born in the Akkupalli village of Uddanam 
area. This is situated 5 km away from Boddapadu, the epicenter of revolutionary activities 
there. She was named Rajeswari by her parents and she was their second child. They were 
very poor. It was only natural that Divya's family was also influenced by the revolutionary 
politics in that area. Her father was a sincere, straight forward and disciplined person and he 
had great influence over Divya. She studied till 10th standard.  
Divya joined the squad in November 2002 with a great determination to end the patriarchal 
oppression on women. It is noteworthy that she joined the movement during a severe period 
of repression on it.  
Divya gained good experience as a teacher in the squad. She won the love of the illiterate 
comrades by teaching them to read and write. She was given party membership by the end of 
2003 and worked as a cell member in Kondabaridi area. She was exemplary in learning 
politics. She concentrated on studying domestic and international conditions. She 
remembered all the portfolios of the ministers at centre and state. She used to prepare quiz 
questions for the students and also wrote notes for them, always striving to help them develop 
politically. She developed into an ACM and took up organizational responsibilities. She 
organized women, students and peasantry. She learnt Savara language and won a place in 
the hearts of the people. There is not a single village which she did not know in that area. 
Though she was weak physically, she was very strong politically. The way she climbed the 
mountains in spite of ill health with mere political consciousness is an example to be emulated 
by comrades. 
Divya escaped safely from the encounter with the police in Chilakam area. Her role in the 
struggle for fair prices during the legal period of 2004 is significant. She was in the forefront in 
giving press statements, writing posters and banners and conducting wide spread 
propaganda. She was very fast in writing or making copies. 
Divya took up responsibility as a commander in 2008 and led many struggles amid severe 
repression. Seizure of harvest of land lords in Chinantijola, land occupation of Bhamini land 
lords, occupation of hundreds of acres of cashew orchards in Baridi (Gunpur block, Odisha) 
and their redistribution, chasing away of Kamma landlords of Andhra area, stopping sale of 
country liquor and government's sale of arrack were some of the struggles she had led. She 
participated in the annihilation of informers like Gedela Prakash in the area. 
Divya had participated in the ambush at Palur in Narayanapatna of Koraput district. She 
participated in destroying government property as part of the protest actions against the fake 
encounter of CCM com. Patel Sudhakar and district committee member Com. Prasanna. 
Though some of her fellow comrades had surrendered and her beloved father had died, she 
continued in the movement with determination. She was married in April 2007 and helped her 
life partner to develop.  
It is really tragic to have lost such a promising young women comrade and a great loss to the 
Srikakulam movement. 
 
 
Comrade Arati  
 
Martyrdom : 12-08-2009 
 
Jeevani was born in a poor Kuvi family of Rayagadha district of Odisha. She was named Arati 
by her parents. Her family made a living from shift cultivation and by working as labourers. 
Her father was a drunkard. So whatever he earned was spent on drinking. So many times 
they had to survive only on gruel. The day they could eat rice was a festive occasion. In such 
circumstances her mother could no longer bear the troubles created by Arati's father and one 
day she left him and went away with another person, taking along her youngest daughter. 
Jeevani and her brother too left and their father and went to live with their aunt. While living 
there, she came into contact with the Deruvada squad in 2007.  
Arati liked to sing and dance and so she was naturally attracted by the songs sung by the 
squad in the village meeting. She got recruited into the squad in June 2007. Though her 
family put a lot of pressure on her to marry her off to the son of her aunt, she withstood all that 
pressure and stood firmly in the movement. 
Within a short period after her recruitment Arati was transferred to Koraput division but she 
went there without any hesitation. One of her friends from her village also got recruited into 
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the squad but she began vascillating after some days. Arati tried very hard to retain her in the 
movement by trying to raise her consciousness. But that friend could not stay in the 
movement. Arati continued undeterred. Arati was very much interested in learning to read and 
write and also in song and dance. She wrote a song on martyr comrade Nirmala in Kuvi 
language. She wrote a song on Nalco raid (Damanjodi). 
Arati was a disciplined comrade and fulfilled any task given by the party with discipline. She 
won the love of her comrades with her dedication for the revolution and her friendly nature. 
She became a party member in December 2008. She worked with good initiative among the 
people and attracted their attention towards revolution through her song and dance.  
In May 2008, the enemy forces had surrounded the den of the squad near Kambara village 
and attacked them. Though it was Arati's first confrontation with the enemy, she followed the 
cautions of the commander and retreated safely along with her kit and weapon. She 
participated actively in famine raids and anti-feudal struggles in that area. She was part of the 
team of PLGA soldiers which had the responsibility of mobilizing the people for the raid on 
Nalco at Damanjodi. 
Comrade Arati's martyrdom had saddened comrades a lot as she was developing well in the 
cultural field and held good promise to the movement. The people of that area grieved the 
death of such a young comrade and vowed to carry forward her dreams. 
 
 
Comrade Ganga (Narmada) (40) 
 
Martyrdom : 11-09-2009 
 
Com. Gangakka (Narmada was born in 1969 in the village Moti near Jagityal town of 
Karimnagar district. She was the only daughter of her mother Putta Nalla Posavva and father 
Narsaiah. Her father died due to ill health when Gangakka was one year old. They were a 
poor family and so Ganga and her brother worked as laborers from childhood to help their 
mother maintain the family. Narmada was just 10 years old when she started working. 
Ganga was married at a young age to her relative. They were sympathizers of the party and 
her husband worked in RYL. So Ganga also started participating in rallies and meetings along 
with them. She sheltered and looked after the party activists who came to their home. She 
worked as a beedi worker and organized the women workers. She was in the forefront in the 
struggles conducted for rise in wages. The commission agents used to oppress and exploit 
women sexually. She united the women and participated in punishing these agents. 
When RYL activists were arrested in Allipur village, all the villagers had gathered together 
carrying traditional weapons and pressurized the police to release them. Ganga participated 
actively in this struggle. Such struggles were a common occurrence in the villages of NT in 
those days when anti-feudal struggles broke out as an avalanche. She participated in all the 
anti-feudal and anti-state struggles in her area in those days. 
Her husband was arrested and in the severe repression Ganga had to go and stay at her 
mother's home. She worked as a laborer there. Her mother pressurized her to marry again, as 
life with a party activist involved great risk. But she patiently explained to her mother and 
resisted attempts for her remarriage. After her husband was released, Ganga went to her in-
laws home again and continued working as a beedi worker. In this process, she decided to 
become a full timer of the party in 1991 and she was given party membership in 1992.  
The party asked the couple to leave home and do technical work for the party. Narmada left 
her second son with the relatives and went underground along with her husband and the first 
son. Narmada learnt to read and write in the party, she maintained the den efficiently without 
any of the neighbors getting any doubt about their true identity. She did couriering work too. 
Sometimes it was she took the weapons and handed over to the guerillas in the forests. While 
going around alone on such works, she had to face harassments from rowdies and lumpen 
elements. But she bravely faced them and fulfilled her tasks efficiently. In 1997, they were 
given some important responsibilities and she had to leave her son with her relatives. She 
unhesitatingly left her son with her relatives and proceeded on her work. 
The couple settled in a new state and Narmada learnt the language there. She was the one 
who mainly ran the shop they had opened for cover. Later the enemy had identified the den 
and kept watch on it. Narmada was almost caught but she escaped from the back door with 
good presence of mind. The enemy began immediately searching for her all over the city in 
the main centres but she escaped the dragnet. The couple had to face lot of problems for 
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some weeks till they again got party contact. But Narmada never lost heart. She in fact used 
to tell her partner to be brave. 
The couple was shifted to DK in 1997. Narmada learnt the local language and learnt about 
the disciplined life of the squad too. She participated in the production of arms and though 
she was inexperienced, she gradually learnt to manufacture the parts and assemble them. 
Thus she became a member of the technical department of DK. Later in 2001, Narmada 
became a mentally challenged person and due to that problem, she left the squad one night. 
She was not aware of what she was doing or where she was going. She somehow landed in 
Mumbai and began roaming the streets like a beggar in that insane state. Her insanity 
increased gradually. She did not take bath or have a change of clothes for about 6, 7 months 
and roamed on the roads in that condition. Finally she somehow remembered the house of a 
sympathizer there and went to them. They did not recognize her immediately. She went away 
crying and then they got a doubt and looked at her one more time and realilzed that she was 
none other than Narmada. They too cried and took her into their fold. They bathed her and 
gave her clothes and food. She worked as a domestic servant and remained there. But she 
used to go away from that house too in an insane state and they used to bring her back after 
searching for her. 
The party could get information about her only in 2003 and the party immediately got her back 
to DK. She was given treatment and gradually her condition improved and she began working 
in the technical department once again. She even became the doctor of the team though she 
was herself a patient. She treated them and even cooked medical food for them. She was an 
affectionate and caring doctor for the members of the team. 
Narmada suffered from Parkinson's disease since two years before her death. She had brain 
strokes and gradually one hand and one leg stopped working in mid-2008. She was treated 
and cured. But again she had a stroke on September 9, 2009 and her left hand stopped 
working. She went around with a stick and did works and served patients too for two days 
even in that condition. But on 11th evening she again got a stroke and after suffering till mid-
night she breathed her last. She was 40 years old when she died.  
The party had lost a senior woman comrade who had continued with the party in spite of so 
many ups and downs in her life health wise. The TD team and the DK party grieved her loss 
and performed her last rites with revolutionary traditions. A letter was sent to her family 
eulogizing her contributions for the revolution. 
 
Comrade Sukunna  Vadde (Vanita) 
 
Martyrdom : 06-10-2009 
 
 
Sukunna Vadde was born in the village Kehkavahi-Usendi tola near Murumgaon of Gadchiroli 
distritct in Maharashtra. She had three elder sisters, one younger sister and a brother. 
Whenever the squad visited her village she used to be present with food and water to serve 
them. She loved the squad members and learnt politics from them. After a few days she 
joined the Gram Raksha Dalam (GRD) and one day she went along with the militia to do 
some works in the area. Informers tipped off the police about their whereabouts. Commandos 
who had come to Murumgaon had surrounded them in the forests of Pannemara on October 
6, 2009 and started firing. Vanita had a muzzle loader with her and she retreated with this, 
taking her belongings also along with her. Just then she was hit in the leg by an enemy bullet. 
The C-60 commandos caught her, killed her in cold blood and then dressed her in olive green 
uniform, declaring that a women naxalite had been killed. Vanita was just 17 years old when 
she was martyred for the cause of NDR in India.  
 
Comrade Gaagari Madaavi (Rajita) 
 
Martyrdom : 04-01-2010 
  
Rajitha was born in a middle peasant family in Veesamondi village of Bhamragadh tq of 
Gadchiroli division. She was the fourth child among six siblings - three sons and three 
daughters. They belonged to the Govari tribe. She was hard-working since her childhood and 
worked in the fields. She was influenced by party politics from childhood. She worked in CNM 
in her village since 2006. Her brother and uncle had worked in the party for some time but 
both had left the movement and went home. But Rajitha was not discouraged by their retreat 
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and enthusiastically joined the PLGA in June 2009. She is a budding artiste and was very 
much interested in song and dance. So the party decided that it would be better if she is with 
the division CNM team. Rajitha joined the team earnestly and began learning cultural skills 
quiet fast. She had won the love and affection of the comrades with her bubbly nature and 
passion to learn. On January 4, 2010, some comrades including Rajitha were crossing a big 
lake in a small boat. The boat capsized mid-stream due to over capacity and all the four 
comrades fell into the water. Three of them somehow reached the shore but Rajitha who did 
not know how to swim swallowed water and drowned. Her body could be recovered only on 
the next day.  
CNM comrades were shocked and grieved at this sudden loss of a promising comrade. They 
conducted her funeral in revolutionary tradition and paid red homage to this young comrade.   
 
Women comrades killed as part of Salwa Judum 
 
As the base of the exploiters began to crumble with the advancement of the revolutionary 
movement in DK, the village elders and feudal  forces with the support and direct participation 
of state, police, para military, Naga police and Salwa Judum goondas unleashed a reign of 
terror on adivasis in DK. Since June 2005 the ruling class parties of Congress and BJP have 
joined hands and started a multi pronged attack in the name of Jan Jagran Abhiyan (Salwa 
Judum). This started in Kutru area and spread to Bhiramghad, Nelsnar, Gangalur, Mirtur, 
Barsur, Indravathi, Vaynar and Daula areas. In military campaigns like Operation Green Hunt 
unprecedented violence has been unleashed on the people of Bastar and women have been 
its worst victims.  
As part of operation Green Hunt which was launched from August end to September 3rd 
people were fired upon indiscriminately apart from looting their property and burning their 
houses. Many women were raped. Such incidents are taking place in West Bastar (in Bijapur 
police district). In Dorum village Boggum Sombari was feeding her hungry daughter as she 
does every day early in the morning. She and her husband Kotral were attacked by the SJ 
goons and were hacked to death with swords and axes. When the blood spilled on the faces 
of their terrified children they laughed. Such is their cruelty. When mass organization member 
Korsa Santho was pounding rice, the Naga police and SJ goons surrounded her house and 
killed her after raping her. Her chest was split open and her limbs were chopped off. Her 
private parts were injured with swords. They put her corpse in a bush and went away. 

             
On October 5, 120 CRPF police and SJ goons attacked the Mukavelli 

village. Vendinje Malli and Vedinje Nangi escaped with fright and took shelter in a hut near 
their fields. Nangi was pregnant. She had her one and half year old boy in her lap and she 
was cooking rice. They fired indiscriminately on her and killed her. The boy was terrified and 
he went towards her sister. Nangi’s body was fully ridden with bullets and the foetus came 
out. Both the mother and the foetus died instantly. They fired upon her sister Malli and she 
also died on the spot. 
On October 7th Naga police and SJ goons attacked Pedda Korma village and caught hold of 
Modiyam Sukki and Kursam Lakki, the KAMS members who were on sentry duty along with 
village militia members. They resisted for almost one hour when they tried to rape them. But 
they were tortured cruelly and raped. Their breasts were poked with knives, hacked with axes 
and the corpses were left in a blood soaked condition to terrify people. Their corpses could be 
found only after two days of search. They were given a fitting martyrs homage by the villagers 
who vowed to carry forward their aims. 
On October 7, as part of operation Green Hunt – II in the Etpadu village of Mirtur area 
Madkam Channi, a fully pregnant woman was killed in the firing by Naga police and 
Chattisgarh police while she was pounding rice. 
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An old mother was fired upon when she was serving food for her daughter on October 30 in 
Karrimarka village of National Park area. All four members of the family died in this 
indiscriminate firing. 
On February 9, 2007 night the brutal forces of the Salwa Judum – comprising the local SPOs, 
Naga Battallion and CRPF – surreptitiously crossed the Indravathi River and lay in wait for the 
tribals who would come to harvest their crops. Some adivasi women came out from the 
forests and began harvesting their crops. Those Salwa goons pounced on them and 
managed to grab five young women; the rest escaped. Three were brutally gang-raped, 
mercilessly killed and their bodies were thrown into the river Indravathi. Two more were also 
gang-raped and dragged to the police station. These women belonged to the villages 
Netravalli, Takleer and Utleer in the Bhiramgadh region of Dantewada district. The crops that 
were harvested were also burnt. Not only that, the Salwa goons sought to use the dead 
bodies as bait to trap those who would come to collect them. They laid in ambush but were 
spotted by the militia. Finally the people could retrieve the bodies only on February 15th in a 
highly putrefied and bloated state.  
 
Comrade Bhogami Radhe 
 
Martyrdom : 30-11-2006 
 
Com. Radhe (30) belonged to the village Dorum under Mirtul PS of Bhiramghad area. She 
was an active member of KAMS. She participated in all the meetings, rallies and other 
activities of KAMS. Even during the Jan Jagran -2 repressive campaign she stood steadfast. 
She never bowed before the police and never resigned to the organization in that repression. 
In Salwa Judum, her land, house and everything was destroyed. The goondas and the police 
burnt everything belonging to her. Then she went and began living with her relatives in village 
Oorepal. The Salwa Judum goons, SPOs and police caught her by deception and gang raped 
her. Then they shot her dead. May be they thought that they could stop women from joining 
revolutionary movement by killing her. But hundreds of women are joining the People’s War 
and proving them wrong. They are participating in many valiant attacks like the Ranibodili raid 
and annihilating the armed forces which had raped and killed dozens of women comrades like 
Radha. 
 
 
                             


